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roG L.A. police step up 

their hourly patrols

IN TEARS — Elena Terranova wipes the tears away as she gazes at the photograph of her brother, 
one of 86 Jews killed in the 1994 bomb attack on the Jewish Community Center in Buenos Aires 
at the fifth anniversary memorial event.

EVEN IN ISRAEL — These are not high school seniors or even college ones as they hurled their 
hats sky high, 141 of them, celebrating the completion of their degrees at the Weizmann Institute
of Science.

LOS ANGELES — This city is having more than its 
share of anti-Semitic incidents over and above the 
shooting spree at the Jewish Community Center with 
Jewish children as targets. A swastika and the mes­
sage "Jews Die" was spray-painted on a wall of Temple 
Knesset Israel.

Police plan to step of their patrols.
Meanwhile Buford O. Furrow, Jr. is awaiting trial 

for shooting and wounding five people, four of them 
children, at the North Valley Jewish Community cen­
ter at Granada Hills.

Not too distant, at Palo Alto, police arrested secu­
rity guard Kevin Riley O'Keeffe for threatening the 
Jewish Community Center by announcing support for 
what happened here.

Hillary Clinton has 
Jewish anticedents

NEW YORK — As Hillary Clinton seeks the senate 
seat from New York and has already alienated the Jew­
ish community by her views on Jerusalem she may 
make a comeback as it was made known that her step- 
grandfather was Jewish and her mother's half-sister 
later converted to Judaism.

Her family background was revealed by The Jew­
ish Week, the federation paper.

Her maternal grandmother, Della Murray, divorced 
her husband in 1927 and remarried Max Rosenberg in 
1933.

One noted politician, former mayor Ed Koch, said 
the news was much ado about nothing. "I'm a proud 
member of the Jewish faith and it would be wonder­
ful if Hillary were Jewish. But she's not."

Visit by Albright 
raises peace hopes

JERUSALEM — The next step in the peace process awaits the 
arrival of Mrs. Albright but the signs are already clear that Israel 
has little alternative but to continue with the latest step in the 
Wye agreement granting additional territory to the PA.

Mr. Barak's attempt to secure a concession from Mr. Arafat 
for taking that step seems not to have been successful, as well as 
his plan to go into the final sessions on full peace rather than 
step by step as has been the procedure.

Much depends on what Mrs. Albright will be able to achieve 
on her planned visit, which obviously will include a trip to Syria, 
but steps that might make her trip successful are being ironed 
out in Israel between Barak and Arafat.
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Bouquet Of The Week
Memo to: Pandell's Florist, 822 Ft Wayne Ave.
Send this week's bouquet to:

Lynne Himelstein
The P-O Bouquet of the 

week goes to Lynne 
Himelstein.

Mrs. Himelstein is a co-re­
cipient of the Federation's L.L.
Goodman Leadership Award.
She is one of the most valued 
volunteers of the Federation.

She has been active in the 
National Council of Jewish 
Women and has served on the 
Federation board. She has 
been Lion of Judah chair and 
serves on the National UJC 
Woman's Board. She is a 
member of the Campaign 
Leadership Series program of

Lynne Himelstein

the Federation.
Himelstein and her hus­

band, Phil, have two children, 
Michael and Allison.

Swedish Massage
Medical • Relaxation • Pain Relief 

Call for appointment times & information
Raisa Grishim, Massage Therapist

317-259-8054
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Voted Best Oriental Meal
People's Choice Restaurant Awards

Hunan, Szechuan 
S Mandarin Restaurant

The subdued atmosphere and extraordinary Chinese 
Cuisine makes Forbidden City number one in India­
napolis! Forbidden City features the finest Hunan- 
Szechuan and traditional dishes prepared by master 
chefs with authentic flair!

Announcing 30 Lunch Specials
All include: Choice of three soups, egg roll, 
steamed or fried rice, added entree.

We do Chinese catering for your special occasions — 

on or off premises!
Dinner Entrees priced $5.95 to $12.95 

Served till 10 p.m. Sun. - Thurs. • Till 11 p.m. Fri. and Sat 
Everyday Luncheon Special — $3.95 to $4.95 

Cocktails Available
Glenlake Plaza
next to Kroger
Regular dining, closed Mon.
Major Credit Cards 
65th St. at Keystone 
317 257-73*8
Express
Dining, Carry-out and 
Drive-thru
Cash only. Closed Sun.
3617 W. 86th St.
317 872-2888 
Clearwater Crossing 
Dining & Buffet 
Major Credit Cards 
Open 7 days 
3938 E. 82nd St.
317 845-8989

Bowlers begin 
61st season

The Indianapolis B'nai 
B'rith Bowling League begins 
its 61st consecutive season on 
Sept. 12. The league bowls at 
9:30 a.m. each Sunday at 
Woodland Bowl at 96th and 
Keystone.

Openings are available for 
both male and female bowlers 
and for four-member teams. 
Interested persons should 
contact David Silverman, 
president, at 726-1440 or 
Donald R. Siegel at 846-0896.

Art exhibits 
to end, open

Thursday, Aug. 26, will be 
the final day of a month-long 
exhibit at the JCC of the paint­
ings of Jeremy Mallov — oils, 
acrylics and water colors.

Mallov's exhibit will be fol­
lowed by the two-artist ex­
hibit Oct. 1-31 of works by 
Cynthia Blasingham and 
sculptor Robert Quade. 
Blasingham creates images on 
handmade paper with water 
color and does batik.

Boxer Johar Lashin at the JCC

Boxer urges youth 
to live clean, right
By LANCE COLE

Israeli boxer Johar Lashin 
gave JCC summer campers a 
surprise visit for Shabbat, July 
23. The visit to Indianapolis is 
the second for the I.B.C. title 
holder. As on his last visit, 
Lashin spoke to the Jewish 
youth about living right and 
staying clean and sober.

Lashin traveled from his 
training site in Johnson City, 
Tenn., to speak at the Center 
during the campers' Shabbat 
experiences. The Champ, who 
does not charge a fee for his

inspirational talks, partici­
pated in lighting candles, say­
ing motzi and singing 
Kiddush.

Accompanied by photog­
rapher Scott Romer, Lashin 
also announced his next bout 
is scheduled for Kansas City 
on Aug. 18 at Station's 
Riverboat Casino. Israeli tele­
vision is sending a crew to 
document the fight. Romer 
planned to be on hand to pho­
tograph the event for this pa­
per.

If you haven’t seen a 
Sunrise, you haven’t seen 

Assisted living.
Karrmgton Assisted Living has 

joined the Sunrise Assisted Living 
family of homes, continuing 
the tradition of providing a 

home-like quality care alternative 
for seniors.. .even frail seniors.. .and 
those with memory impairment

Call,or visit a Sunrise 
community today!

Sunrise
Assisted Living*

M Creek*/25M300 
WIDow lake* / 334-9400
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JCC promises strong security
The Indianapolis Jewish 

Community Center issued a 
letter to all its 470 member 
families, Jewish and non-Jew- 
ish, assuring that any anxiety 
they might have in the wake 
of the shootings Tuesday, Aug. 
10, at a center near Los Ange­
les were understandable and 
anticipated.

"We have always been con­
scientious about our security 
measures for all of our chil­
dren, our members and their 
guest. We are confident that 
the security provided to the 
JCC and the Jewish Commu­
nity Campus by Marion 
County Sheriffs is appropri­
ate," said the letter signed by 
Executive Director Ira Jaffee 
and President Andy Kleiman 
for the JCC.

The community also 
scheduled a meeting about 
security, considering the 
needs of the JCC and other 
agencies on and near the Jew­
ish Community Campus as 
well as synagogues and other 
Jewish entities.

Patrols were doubled even 
before the meeting.

Historically, Indiana has 
been the home to many hate 
groups and extremists includ­
ing Ku Klux Klan members, 
militia members, neo-Nazi 
skinheads and others.

FBI spokesman Doug 
Garrison in Indianapolis said 
the bureau had "no intelli­
gence that these kinds of 
things will occur in our area. 
But I'm sure the Los Angeles

Conference to focus 
on ending violence

A conference on "Breaking 
the Cycle: Culture of Vio­
lence" will take place at 7 p.m. 
Tuesday, Aug. 31, at the 
Westin at Keystone at the 
Crossing, sponsored by the 
Indianapolis Chapter of 
Hadassah as its opening event 
for the year.

The event, tragically timely 
in the wake of recent hate 
crime shootings, will feature 
a panel of three experts in the 
Indianapolis community: 
Marion Superior Court Judge 
James W. Payne, Deputy Indi­
ana Attorney General Greg 
Ullrich and Dr. Eugene White.

Payne is judge of the

court's juvenile division and 
has received numerous 
awards and recognitions for 
the programs he has devel­
oped to steer troubled youth 
toward becoming good citi­
zens.

Ullrich works on criminal 
justice issues in the policy and 
communications division of 
the office of Attorney General 
Jeff Modisett.

White is the superinten­
dent of Washington Township 
Schools. He formeRly served 
as deputy superintendent of 

Continued on page 6

The Indiana 
Jewish Post & Opinion 

USPS 262-180
Published weekly by 

The Spokesman Co. Inc.
$1 per copy 
$36 per year
City Editor

Ed Stattmann
Advertising

Barbara Lemaster
All communications involving editorial material 
should be addressed to 238 S. Meridian St., 
Suite 502. Indianapolis. IN 46225. 317 972- 
7800, Fax: 317 972-7807. All circulation 
correspondence should be addressed to The 
Indiana Jewish Post and Opinion, Subscription 
Department. 236 S. Meridian St.. Suite 502, 
Indianapolis, IN 46225.

Changes of address and other circulation 
problems are handled by mall only. Please 
enclose a recent label from your copy of the 
paper showing your name and address.

All publicity must be In the office of the Indiana 
Jewish Post and Opinon by Wednesday, the 
week before publication. No publicity can be 
taken over the phone. Publicity photos must be 
in the office by Thursday the week before 
publication.

Known office of publication, 238 S. Meridian St.. 
Suite 502. Indianapolis. IN 46225. Periodicals 
postage paid at Indianapolis, Indiana. 
Postmaster Send address changes to The 
Indiana Jewish Post and Opinion. Subscription 
Department, 238 S. Meridian St.. Suite 502. 
Indianapolis, IN 46225. _____________

JORDAN COLLEGE 
ACADEMY OF 

DANCE
Butler University 

5122 Boulevard Place 
Indianapolis, IN 46208 

Time To Register For The
FALL TERM

Aug. 23rd-Dec. 17th 
Dance classes and 

performing opportunities 
for all ages and levels.

Joy of Movement, 
Kinderdance, Pre-Ballet, 

Ballet, Jazz, Tap and 
Modern

Call for
information
940-9536

police didn't have any prior 
information either."

Garrison said the FBI 
sometimes advises groups tar­
geted by hate crimes or ran­
dom violence to downplay 
any reaction or make few 
comments to the media to 
"lessen the likelihood of them 
being a target."

In Hammond, Rabbi 
Raphael Ostrovsky of Beth Is­
rael Congregation and his

wife, Cynthia, issued a joint 
statement deploring the pro­
liferation of guns in America.

"No one should be able to 
own a gun unless they are a 
member of a law enforcement 
agency. There should be no 
guns in the house, no guns 
anywhere," they said.

Security was heightened 
Tuesday night at seven Jewish 
community centers in the Chi­
cago area and will remain in

place until further notice, ac­
cording to reports from the 
Jewish Federation of Illinois.

In Northwest Indiana, 
David Tein, executive director 
of the Jewish Federation of 
Northwest Indiana, said vio­
lence against Jews "has al­
ways been a concern." He 
promised that necessary steps 
would be taken to ensure the 
safety of the Jewish commu­
nity.

WHEN NBD JOINED BANK ONE, we decided to continue sponsoring a local boy 
and his basketball team. Which, we’re happy to say, has won us a few fans of our own.

BANKS ONE.
Now that NBD has joined Bank One, we’ll 
continue to bring you a lot more things. 
Like more ATMs. More loan approvals. And, 
of course, more breathtaking 3-pointers.

1-800-234-7550 www.bankone.com

NBD is now Bank One

1st
Mwnbw KMC • 09991** On« CocpowWon

http://www.bankone.com
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Beau Jest 
playing soon

Mud Creek Players, Inc. is 
excited to announce the cast 
for the first show of the 1999- 
2000 season. Beau jest, by 
James Sherman. Production 
dates are Sept. 3, 4, 5, 11, 12, 
17 and 18 at the Theater Barn 
located at 9740 E. 86th St. (86th 
and Mud Creek Road, near 
Geist). Please note that the 
theater will be going dark for 
the Jewish New Year, Rosh 
Hashanah, Sept. 10.

This is the 50th anniversary 
of the theater group and Beau 
jest marks their 175th produc­
tion, making the not-for-profit 
Mud Creek Players the long­
est continuously running all 
volunteer community theater 
in the area.

Beau jest is a contemporary 
comedy centering around a 
Jewish family and their adult 
daughter's attempt to find the 

Continued on next page

Highlights of the 
1999/2000 Season

Critic’s Cornef

Fjord bores; Oslo dazzles
By CHARLES EPSTEIN

Did you know Norway has 
an East Coast? Way above the 
Arctic Circle where Norway 
meets Russia the towns of 
Kirkenes, Mehamn and Vardo

have water lapping on their 
east shores. This is the land of 
the Midnight Sun.

Having just returned from 
cruising Norway's west coast 
as well as its short northern 
east shore, I want to share 
some extraordinary reminis­
cences with you. Way above 
the Arctic Circle, north of 
Hammerfest and
Honningsvag is a place called 
North Cape. As far as I am 
concerned this is the windiest 
and coldest place 1 have ever 
been. There is a museum, gift 
shop and restaurant on top of 
this barren plateau which has 
a skeletal metal globe on a 
pedestal way out in the open.

What was amazing was that 
hundreds of people braved 
the blustery freezing winds to 
call their friends on cell 
phones and say, "Guess where 
I am." Proudly they pro­
claimed "On top of the 
world," which they were.

For two weeks, while you 
were roasting here I was bat­
tling wind, cold and rain. 
Only the last two days of my 
trip when I was in Oslo did I 
see blue sky. Not only was the 
weather dismal, the scenery 
was as well. All those pictur­
esque photographs of fjords 
and snow-capped mountains 
were nowhere to be found. 
The sights were bleak and 
uninteresting. Well, what can 
you expect with 24 hours of 
grey sky?

The trip was not a com­
plete disaster. I visited a very 
unusual museum in 
Trondheim. The Ringve Mu­
seum houses a history of mu­
sical instruments, the only one 
of its kind in the world. I 
viewed musical instruments 
made from skulls and others 
from bones. There were old 
violins displayed as well as 
harpsichords and pianos. 
There were also some hands-

on models upon which you 
can try making sounds your­
self. What may seem dull and 
boring was truly revealing 
and amazing.

The city of Bergen has 
many things going for it. The 
open air fish market is a must. 
Besides many varieties of sea 
food, souvenirs and clothing 
are displayed right out in the 
open. While I was there it 
poured down rain naturally 
and the booth owners scurried 
to keep their wares from get­
ting wet. The Funicular is a 
train ride straight up a moun­
tain from which on top are 
breathtaking views. Then 
there is a short bus trip to Ed­
ward Grieg's home. The 
Norweigians are extremely 
proud of their renowned com­
poser. I was thrilled when I 
touched his piano when no­
body was looking.

But the city to absolutely 
visit is Oslo with its vibrant 
and bustling populace. The 
temperature was in the 80s 
when I was there. Oslo offers 
a multitude of places to visit. 
There is a park with 76 sculp­
tures depicting man. Across 
the street from my hotel was 

Continued on next page

CLOWES MEMORIAL HALL
1999/2000 PERFORMING ARTS SERIES

NSkSOK OF ■
ENLIGHTENM

Jazz at Lincoln Center
Rockin' in Rhythm: Music of Duke Ellington

Nicholas Payton, Quest Music Director, with Dianne Reeves and Joe Lovano 
Friday, September 24,1999 - 8:00 p.m.

Ballet Folklorico de Mexico de Amalia Hernandez
Sunday, October 3,1999 - 3:00 p.m.

Paul Taylor Dance Company
Friday, November 12,1999 - 8:00 p.m.

Urban Bush Women & the David Murray Octet
Friday, January 28,2000 - 8:00 p.m.

K0D0
Thursday, February 24,2000 - 8:00 p.m.

Hoagy Carmichael Centennial Celebration
Saturday, February 26,2000 - 8:00 p.m.

Les Ballets Trockadero de Monte Carlo"
Saturday, April 8,2000 - 8:00 p.m.

llllfl Mil

i
CiOWf S HEMIXIAl HAH

Single Tickets On Sale Now!
Tickets - $30, $25, $20 Adults - $25.50, $21,25, $17.00 Students/Seniors —

Tickets available at CloWes Memorial Hall Box OHice and all f&mfczsfsx Ticket Centers
Charge by phone 13171239-1000 '0 o * —

For information or to Subscribe and save up to 30%, call (317) 940-6444 or (800)732-0804. 11 Art ^
_____ _ _ _ _ _ _ ■“ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ www.ClowesHall.org IIAXv. ** Vy

http://www.ClowesHall.org
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Famed artists9 works to be sold
Fine art buying opportuni­

ties will be offered at an auc­
tion by the cultural arts de­
partment of the JCC Saturday, 
Aug. 28, from 8 to 11 p.m.

There will be a special Pa­
trons Preview followed by a 
general public preview.

Mud Creek
Continued from prev. page 

perfect husband and please 
her parents. It is the prequel 
to this Spring's critically ac­
claimed, held over hit, jest a 
Second. Gary Cohen directs 
both plays. Beau jest was the 
most successful production in 
the 20-year history of 
Chicago's Victory Gardens 
Theater, and enjoyed a two- 
and-a-half-yearoff-Broadway 
run.

The cast for Beau jest in­
cludes Kerry Caylor, Susan 
Seet, Carla Crandall, Bill 
Perkins, Mason Odle and Jack 
Nicewander.

Tickets are $8 for adults 
and $7 for students and se­
niors. Curtain time is 8 p.m. 
for Friday and Saturday per­
formances. Sunday show 
times are 7 p.m.

For reservations, call 849- 
2117.

Objects for sale will include 
limited edition graphics, 
enamels, engravings, batiks, 
oils, drawings, watercolors 
and three-dimensional works.

Sunday, Aug. 29, from 10 
a.m. to noon, there will be a 
special sale of any works that 
were not sold at the auction.

Represented artists include 
Agam, Boulanger, Egbi, Erte, 
Calder, Miro, Nieman, 
Vickers, Rios, Chagall and 
Delacroix.

For more information, call 
the JCC Cultural Arts Office, 
251-9467, ext. 240.

Highlights of 
the 1999/2000 
Season

Indianapolis 
Art Center’s

Open House

• Demos in the studios

• Buy something special 
in our gift shop

• Register for a Fall 
art class

or better yet

•Win a FREE class 

of your choice!

SiiiiilajJiHjiist 22
. 1:1)11-4:1111 p.m.

at the-
liiiliaiiapolis An Cbihgi1

820 £. 67th St.
• in Broad Ripple 

3/7-255-2464
Free and open to the public

Indianapolis Art Center

Young Audicnees 
of Indiana’s

Family Festival 
of the Arts

Sponsored in port by ©TARGET

• Live performances by
Cathy Morris A Collage

Adzooks Puppet Theatre

Circle City Bkiegrass 
Band

Resurrection Brass
Quintet

Dave Hepler

Flamenco and Indian 
dancers

and much morel

• Don’t miss a dynamic 
multi-media presentation 
about Young Audiences’ 
new Technology-Education- 
Arts program! ^ ^

Young ^ 
Audiences/1 " 

of Indiana

$ $ $

IRT
INDIANA

REPERTORY
THEATRE

Charlie

Don't miss any of the 1999/2000 Season
at the

Indiana Repertory Theatre
Subscribe Today

Call (317) 635-5252

Continued from prev. page 
the National Theater of Nor­
way. There is the place where 
the Nobel Peace Prize is given, 
the only Nobel Prize given 
outside of Sweden. The ski 
jump is spectacular. The parks 
and fountains are gorgeous. 
There is so much to do and see 
that 1 have probably omitted 
many important places.

But a word of warning. 
Norway is expensive. Food 
prices are out of this world. 
The price for clothing is high. 
Actually the only bargain 
could be the price for taxis 
even though I paid $100 for a 
cab ride from the airport to 
Oslo.

Norway is different. It isn't 
for everylwdy. Would I ever 
want to return there? Right 
now it is debatable. The 
weather was miserable except 
for Oslo. Oslo is so charming 
that it is difficult to resist. I am 
going to wait until my credit 
card expenses catch up with 
me. Then I'll decide.

$

game^ime,
Sfjext^ear

Aimed 0Ao\\^ fiduez

Amber Warn
QtHeLLO
^LITHE (f TOT

BY GEORGE BERNARD SHAW 
October 5 • 30, 1999

BY BERNARD SLADE 
October 26 • 

December 11, 1999

BY HEATHER MCDONALD 
January 6 • 29, 2000

BY JAMES STILL 
February 9 • March 4, 2000

BY WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE 
March 14 • April 15, 2000

BY NOEL COWARD 
April 25 • May 20, 2000

World Class Theatre Made in Indiana
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Hadassah
Continued from page 3 

Indianapolis Public Schools 
and principal of North Central 
High School in Indianapolis 
and Wayne High School in 
Fort Wayne.

At North Central, he insti­
tuted an extensive support 
system of counseling, im­
provement committees, stu­
dent recognition, an Alumni 
Hall of Fame and achievement 
groups, which reversed a de­
cline in student behavior and 
performance.

He grew up in a single par­
ent household in Phenix City, 
Ala., and experienced racism, 
segregation and poverty. He 
was the first African American

to serve as a principal in Fort 
Wayne Community Schools 
and at North Central.

This event is not just for the 
Jewish community, but for 
concerns of all the schools in 
the greater Indianapolis area 
as well as community organi­
zations, sisterhoods, syna­
gogue education people, rab­
bis, the Jewish Community 
Relations Center, hospitals 
and organizations that deal 
with troubled young people.

Admission to this event is 
free and there will be a des­
sert bar, but reservations are 
requested and may be ob­
tained by calling Hadassah at 
255-6513.

The Indianapolis Jewish 
Coalition for Literacy is seek­
ing volunteers.

The program has several 
components, including a tu­
toring program, book drives, 
literacy programming, Jewish 
literacy and the Reach Out 
and Read Program. Reach Out 
and Read involves volunteers 
reading to children in the 
waiting rooms of local pedia­
tricians and family doctors.

The Jewish literacy aspect 
seeks to encourage children in 
the Jewish community to read 
works of Jewish relevance. It 
may include Jewish Book 
Read-a-thons, an essay contest 
and Jewish book clubs for chil­
dren.

The coalition provides a 
free 12-hour comprehensive 
tutor training program.

Tutor training is given in 
three different school districts. 
The volunteer can choose the 
day of the week and the time 
he or she will tutor.

Tutor training sessions are 
scheduled Sept. 16 and 17 in 
Lawrence Township, from 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m. at 78601 E. 56th 
St.; Pike Township, Sept. 28,29

UNVEILING
HEDY FRANK 
Sunday, Aug. 29 

10:30 a.m. at 
B'nai Torah Cemetery 

Rabbi Crandall will 
officiate. Relatives and 

friends are invited to 
attend.

UNVEILING
EUNICE TOBAK 

WEISS
Sunday, Aug. 29 11 a.m. 
at B'nai Torah Cemetery 

Rabbi Crandall will 
officiate. Relatives and 

friends are invited to 
attend.

and 30,8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
at 6321 La Pas Trail, and Wash­
ington Township, Sept. 22, 23 
and 24,830 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
at 3801 E. 79th St.

Additional training ses­
sions will be available at the 
beginning of the second se-

Obituaries

Abraham "Al" Goldstein, 
88, formerly of New York, 
died Aug. 8.

Mr. Goldstein worked for 
more than 50 years in the fur­
niture industry as a 
manufacturer's sales repre­
sentative, retiring in 1994 at 
the age of 83. He had been an 
Indianapolis resident since 
19967.

He was a member of Con­
gregation Berth-El Zedeck 
and was active 50 years in 
scouting. He served as a com­
missioner of scouts.

mester.
The coalition committee is 

chaired by Susan Garelick and 
Audie Goldwasser and 
funded by the Bart Kaufman 
Fund of the Jewish Federation 
Endowment.

Survivors include his wife, 
Regina Winkler Goldstein; 
sons, Marvin and Freddie 
Goldstein,; a sister, Fannie 
Harrison and three grand­
sons.

Services were Wednesday, 
Aug. 11. Burial was in Beth-El 
Zedeck North Cemetery. Ar­
rangements were by Aaron- 
Ruben-Nelson Meridian Hills 
Mortuary.

Memorial contributions 
my be made to the favorite 
charity of the donor.

Love to shop?
Turn your sense of fashion into an 

entrepreneurial opportunity. Represent an 
exclusive New York collection of womans 

designer sportswear. Flexible hours, lucrative 
compensation. Sell via home trunk show

1-800-658-7015

at thf/v>

AMERITECH S
Animals & All That Jazz 

★Aug. 5 ■ Steve Allee Big Band 
★ Aug. 12 • Mary Moss 

& Carl Hines Quintet 
★Aug. 19 ■ Cathy Morris & Collage 

★Aug. 26 • Oliver Nelson Jr. Quintet
THURSDAY EVENINGS 5:30 - 8:30 P.M. 

at the INDIANAPOLIS ZOO ■ Rain or Shine
*$6.00 adults * $4.00 ctiildren/seniors 

*7.oo members free 
A * Gates open at 4:30 p.m. 

teA. * Free parking
IHD1AKAPOUS

ZOO (Afneritech
1200 W. Washington St. ■(317) 630-2001 • www.indyzoo.com

ofC'O Mceneed cft/ltf care
37375 E. 54th St 
Indianapolis, IN 46226 
(317) 541-1693

✓ fun, development program ✓ flexible at,endance policv
V experienced, degreed staff ✓ 2 FREE vacation week­
ly healthy snacks and meals ✓ parents always welcome

✓ affordable rates (discounts for advance payment)

OPEN M-F 6:45 AM - 6:30 PM

Abraham “Al” Goldstein, aided Scouts

http://www.indyzoo.com
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Jewish Post & Opinion Editor’s Chair
Philip Klutznick

The death of Philip Klutznick, obviously the top 
American Jewish leaders of his day, having served as 
U.S. Commerce Secretary and in Jewish life, the presi­
dent of B'nai B'rith and for that matter the president 
of the American Jewish Community were there such 
an office.

We were close to him as were many of the friends 
he acquired as the last of the top American Jewish lead­
ers of the days when the Jewish community was com­
ing of age after its immigrant days.

Although he came to that place through the B'nai 
B'rith which in his day was the leading American Jew­
ish organization he was THE leader and as so recog­
nized generally at a time when national Jewish orga­
nizations ruled the roost.

On top of that he aspired to national office —
one of the highest — he served in the Cabinet as Sec­
retary of Commerce.

In his day the B'nai B'rith was the top American 
Jewish organization with the American Jewish Com­
mittee and the American Jewish Congress somewhere 
in its wake. The Anti-Defamation League then was an 
important activity of B'nai B'rith.

We knew him personally and he was helpful to The 
P-O and at one time led in an effort with several other 
top Jewish leaders to secure proper financing for the 
kind of national Jewish weekly publication the Ameri­
can Jewish community would find most serviceable.

But mostly he was a mensch, and easily reachable 
by anyone.

He suffered from Alzheimers disease in the past 10 
years or so, and his friends found it difficult to accept, 
so active and available he had always been.

He epitomized the coming of age of the American 
Jewish community.

A service of Thanksgiving
What possibly can be the editorial response to the 

outrage that has taken place in Los Angeles in the year 
1999, not that many years after the Holocaust. Should 
the editorial response note that it is not that many years 
since Hitler wiped out 5 million Jewish lives or should 
it be that as in cities like New York not too many years 
ago the Jewish Defense League should be reactivated?

Obviously every Jewish Community Center in 
America now has police protection, at least at night.

Actually there is nothing that the Jewish commu­
nity itself can do that it is not already doing unless 
Abraham Foxman has a recommendation.

All the anti-Semitic organizations in the U.S. are 
already under observation. Their activities and publi­
cations and views are widely disseminated so the 
crazies are under almost constant watch by authori­
ties, yet there is no protection from an individual like 
the one who peppered Jewish children at play with 
lethal gunfire.

There is the possibility of stronger penalties for 
those who spread anti-Semitism and closer supervi­
sion by police authorities of the known anti-Semitic 
organizations.

But all efforts can be successful only to a certain 
point.

For the families of the children who escaped in- 
Continued on page 4

The Atlanta Jewish leader — he was presi­
dent of his congregation — who lost his life 
when another American went berserk and used 
his fatal gun randomly was Allen Charles 
Tenenbaum and possibly we were related since 
my mother was a Cincinnati girl where the 
Tenenbaums were her relatives.

The name Tenenbaum is not that unusual 
in the Jewish community so that the chances are 
definitely not, but who knows in these days 
when there are extended families.

In any event this gives us a chance to delve 
upon what is happening in the U.S. these days. 
The last two v/ords of the previous sentence is 
the giveaway. We've been around long enough 
so that we can remember when the first auto­
mobile death was recorded in Louisville or when 
the University of North Carolina had less that 
3000 students and Jews still could not get into 
Northwestern University but while long life is 
valuable it also can bring one to the day when a 
crazed sob tries to kill kindergarten children at 
a Jewish Community Center.

The good old days were not so bad when 
one thinks about it even though there was no tv 
and the way to start your automobile was with 
a crank.

Since those were the days when Jews arriv­
ing from Europe at New York were so numer­
ous and the city was overcrowded that the ar­
riving Jewish immigrants were shifted first 
through Baltimore and then later to Texas and 
every U.S. city was flooded with Jewish new­
comers there were numerous problems in ac­
commodating them — but the drive to succeed 
which we Jews see today was duplicated in the 
days when there were none of the conveniences 
which we take for granted now.

But also there were no synagogues burned 
down and no slaughters at schools and at­
tempted ones at Jewish Community Centers.

Only a few weeks ago we wrote here about 
the police car stationed every night in the park­
ing lot of the local Jewish Community Center 
and probably at JCCs throughout the country 
since we know of no threat ever made here.

That only a few hundred feet from the Cen­
ter is the city's Holocaust Memorial is a fact that 
does not warrant mentioning except in this in­
stance when we are commiserating over what 
has taken place in America in the year 1999. The 
astounding memorial was placed in a small for­
est dividing the Jewish Community Center from 
Beth El Zedeck congregation and although there

is a cement path between them of several blocks 
long we happen to be the only person that vis­
its it at all throughout the year and that is not 
because our intention is to do so. It is because 
as we walk the several miles to services each 
Saturday we cross over from a widely travelled 
city street through the small forest and always 
stop to spend a few minutes going and coming 
at the Memorial where a never-ending flame 
licks at the feet of a startling monument reflect­
ing arms of the dying reaching towards the 
heavens.

There is a short paved road for those who 
might wish to drive to the memorial, but still 
we are the only Jewish citizen of Indianapolis 
that has visited it regularly over the years and 
we wouldn't be doing so did it not cross our 
path as we wind our way to and from services.

That a mistake was made in the headline 
on page 15 in last week's issue over a news story 
by Marvin Migdol of Dallas about Nancy 
Lieberman-Cline is an indication of just how 
able is our composing room foreman Dave Edy, 
for in the rush to finish the paper by 6 o'clock 
on Monday afternoon there never is a moment 
of non-pressure. So one headline over the wrong 
story is not the worst disaster that can happen 
and really is an indication on how efficient and 
able is Mr. Edy. In fact he really is an artist and 
that ability shows up each week in the happy 
layout of The P-O under his talented hands. 
Meanwhile this publisher can accept his share 
of blame anytime a boo boo like this takes place. 
And it always can be worse, so once the paper 
is put to rest about 6 p.m. on Mondays we all, 
including managing editor Ed Stattmann, issue 
a sigh of relief.

We are having problems with the important 
feature we are reviving known as "shloshim" 
which is a tribute 30 days after the death of an 
important Jewish personality. Just weeks ago 
such an individual went to his reward and while 
we published a complete obituary and his photo 
when we sought someone to provide us with 
an account of his services to the Jewish commu­
nity, of which he was a national figure, his rabbi 
sent us his remarks at the funeral, which hardly 

Continued on page 4

How To Kill A Business In Ten Easy Steps

1. Don’t advertise. Just pretend every­
body knows what you have to offer.
2. Don’t advertise. Tell yourself you 
just don’t have the time to spend 
thinking about promoting your busi­
ness.
3. Don’t advertise. Just assume 
everybody knows what you sell.
4. Don’t advertise. Convince yourself 
that you’ve been in business so long 
customers will automatically come to 
you.
5. Don’t advertise. Forget that there 
are new potential customers who 
would do business with you if they 
were urged to do so.

6. Don’t advertise. Forget that you 
have competition trying to attract your 
customers away from you.
7. Don’t advertise. Tell yourself it 
costs too much to advertise and that 
you don’t get enough out of it.
8. Don’t advertise. Overlook the fact 
that advertising is an investment in 
selling — not an expense.
9. Don’t advertise. Be sure not pro­
vide an adequate advertising budget 
for business.
10. Don’t advertise. Forget that you 
have to keep reminding your estab­
lished customers that you appreciate 
their business.

You decide... it's your business in good times or bad.
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$8 M. to Emory University 
and $2 M. to CUNY gifts

NEW YORK — Gifts from philanthropic Jewish men and 
women made the news this week as Marvin Schwartz of New 
York gave $8 M. to Emory University of Atlanta and Leonard 
Davis of West Palm Beach, Fla. donated $2 M. to City University 
of New York.

Other gifts included $1 M. to the Holocaust Memorial Cen­
ter of West Bloomfield Township, Mi. by Eugene Kraft and the 
Righteous Persons Foundation of Santa Monica, Ca. made a 
number of gifts to Jewish agencies including $180,000 over two 
years to the Foundation for Jewish Camping and $100,000 to the 
Foundation for Jewish Campus Life of Washington, D.C., $90,000 
to Dance Exchange, Washington, D.C. to train Jewish dancers to 
incorporate Jewish heritage and traditions into dance and art 
projects, $100,000 to the Coalition on the Environment and Jew­
ish Life of New York, $25,000 to Concert Productions of Boston 
to produce "A Taste of Chanukah," a music concert and theatri­
cal show hosted by Theodore Bikel that will be broadcast on PBS, 
$35,000 to Renewal of Spirit Foundation of Ft. Lauderdale to 
produce and distribute a videotape of Jewish healing processes 
that will include music, traditional prayers and readings, and 
$45,000 over three years to Bet Tzedek of Los Angeles for a na­
tional campaign to mobilize people on issues related to pesti­
cides, pollution and toxic chemicals, and $25,000 to the Brook- 
i vn Academy of Music to stage "The Eternal Road," a musical 
work created by Kurt Weill and others that was originally pro­
duced in the 1930s as a statement against the anti-Semitism 
sweeping Europe at that time, $15,000 to the Bureau of Jewish 
Education of Los Angeles for a peer-led program for Jewish high 
school students.

The Ford Foundation also announced a number of grants of 
Jewish interest including

$260,000 to the Center for Palestine Research and Studies of 
the West Bank, and $150,000 to Tel Aviv University for research 
on the implications of the May 1999 expiration of the Palestin- 
ian-lsrael interim peace accord.

Even in England they 
live together before

LONDON — The admission by a leading Reform rabbi that 
the vast majority of marriage ceremonies he has performed in 
recent months have been between couples who have been liv­
ing together was the basis of an editorial in The Jewish Chronicle 
here. The editorial surmised that the admission will come as a 
surprise to many who still believe that the Jewish community is 
largely immune to the ills affecting society as a whole but to 
those who are in touch with young people the statistics will be 
less of a shock.

What should be done about it, the editorial questions and 
responds that "there is a major educational job to be done among 
your teenagers — via schools, youth groups and yes, even rab­
bis, pointing out that there are probably more rabbis today than 
ever before in Anglo-Jewry who are able to relate to young people 
and speak their language."

Israeli defeats Chang, 
but loses in the final

APTOS — Israel's Harel Levy reached the height of his ca­
reer here when he stunned one-time U.S. champion Michael 
Chang in the semifinals of the $50,000 tournament here. His rank 
of 241 in world tennis should now drop precipitately The score 
was 6-4,6-3 in just under 90 minutes of competition. The follow­
ing day Levy lost in the finals to Michael Hill of Australia 6-7,6- 
4, 6-2.

Levy is currently serving in the Israel Defense Force.
On the sidelines was his coach Dedi Yaacov who later told 

Harel's father that his protege had produced tennis of a level 
equal to that of the world's top 20 players, hitting only five un­
forced errors in the entire match. Levy and partner Lior Mor, 23, 
lost in the doubles finals to the no. 1 seed Hill and Scott 
Humphries of Alamo.

Levy began playing in tournaments at the age of 17 but isn't 
a full-time touring pro due to his commitment to the Israeli army, 
which will be concluded next April.

A solution to Israel’s traffic woes
TEL AVIV — Commuter ferries on the Medi­

terranean may be the answer to Tel Aviv's heavy 
traffic woes.

According to a Technion survey high-speed 
passenger ferries along the coastal cities would 
be clean and safe, would save valuable land and 
be highly cost-effective

In the U.S. ferries, which had been replaced 
with bridges and tunnels are making a come­
back as cost-effective alternatives for traffic-

weary commuters. The trend is reflected around 
the world from London's Thames project to ca­
nal renovation in Amsterdam.

The high-speed passenger ferries can trans­
port up to 200 passengers and numerous cars.

Prof. Hillel Rubin of the Technion pointed 
out that "it takes 12 minutes from Akko far be­
low Tel Aviv to Haifa by sea compared to 90 
minutes by land during morning rush hour and 
from Haifa to Tel Aviv in 75 minutes."

BRAINY, PRETTY AND UPWARD BOUND — The youngest 
person ever to graduate from the Loyola Law School may also 
be the prettiest and you may judge that for yourself. Kassandra 
Cohen has an IQ of 155 and, according to the Jewish Journal of 
Los Angeles, will also receive an MBA. Earlier at Duke Univer­
sity she double-majored in economics and sociology, sang the 
national anthem at football games and edited'the pre-law news­
paper. She must be ambitious also, since she said she'd love to 
become a judge, get into politics and become the first Jewish 
woman president of the U.S.

Painting looted by Nazis 
turns up in Israel Museum

JERUSALEM — Even the Israel Museum has a painting from 
an art collection sold on the orders of the Nazis and the prob­
able owner is 85-year-old Gerta Silberberg of Leicester, England, 
who last month succeeded in reclaiming a $5 M. Van Gogh paint­
ing.

The current painting by Jewish artist Camille Pisarro is his 
"Boulevard Montmartre, Spring 1987." It was part of a large pre­
war art collection built up by Max Silberberg of Breslau.

Gerta Silberberg, who arrived in Britain with her husband in 
1939, is Max Silberberg s daughter-in-law and only surviving 
relative.

Israel Museum director James Snyder told The Jewish 
Chronicle of London "we want to resolve this matter as quickly 
as possible and we are conducting our own research into the 
picture."

In recognition
Sidney Lumet, Allegra 

Goodman, Archie Rand and A 
Travelling Jewish Theatre re­
ceived the 1999 Jewish Cul­
tural Achievement Awards of 
the National Foundation for 
Jewish Culture at the 92nd 
Street Y on Monday, June 7.

The Akiba Award of the 
American Jewish Committee 
was presented to Dr. Paula E. 
Hyman, Lucy Moses Profes­
sor of Modern Jewish History 
at Yale for her contributions to 
enrichment of Jewish intellec­
tual, cultural and communal 
life in the U.S.

Berel Howard of New Ha­
ven, Ct. was honored by the 
University of Hartford for his 
50 years of conducting "The 
Jewish Variety Hour" on 
WADS-AM690.

The American Jewish 
Committee has presented its 
National distinguished Lead­
ership Award to George M. 
Szabel, its honorary vice presi­
dent.

Howard M. Squadron, 
former president of the 
American Jewish Congress, 
was honored by Yeshiva 
University's Benjamin N. 
Cardozo School of Law at a 
testimonial dinner at The 
Plaza in New York City.

Congregation B'nai 
Tikvah, Deerfield, Fla. hon­
ored its retiring rabbi, Reuven 
Frankel at a tribute weekend 
June 4-6, including Shabbat 
festivities and entertainment 
on Sunday.

Jay Schottenstein of Co­
lumbus has been named 
chairman of State of Israel 
Bonds' Platinum Society 
whose members pledge to 
purchase $1 m. or more in Is­
rael bonds over a three-year 
period.

HEALING
Jewish Religious Books 

by Rabbi Morris Lichtenstein 
At No Cost To You

Jack Botwln 
818-3674532

12301 San Fernando Rd., Syknar, CA 91342

Love to shop?
Turn your sense of fashion into an 

entrepreneurial opportunity. Represent an 
exclusive New York collection of womans 

designer sportswear. Flexible hours, lucrative 
compensation. Sell via home trunk show

1-800-658-7015
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Obituaries Haters acting
on both coasts Josh Cohen loses in tennis finals

Philip Klutznick at 92; 
top leader of U.S. Jewry

CHICAGO—An era of the 
American Jewish Community 
ended this week as Philip M. 
Klutznick, former president of 
B'nai B'rith and the U.S. Sec­
retary of Commerce, died at 
the age of 92. He suffered from 
Alzheimers disease for the 
past 10 years or so.

He was successful in devel­
oping an entire town within 
driving distance of Chicago 
and thus made his stamp in 
another area of activity.

Israeli leaders visiting the 
U.S. had no choice but to see 
him and if required solicit his 
assistance in their endeavors 
in the American Jewish com­
munity.

He came out of Omaha to 
rise to the top rank in the 
American Jewish community 
but was always available to 
the least member of B'nai

Philip Klutznick
B'rith so much of a human 
being was he.

He is survived by four 
sons, Thomas, James, Robert 
and Samuel and a daughter 
Dr. Bettylu Saltzman.

Ignatz Bubis led German Jews
BERLIN — Ignatz Bubis, 

president of the German Jew­
ish Community, is being 
mourned. A Holocaust survi­
vor who has been a principal 
architect in reviving the Ger­
man Jewish life as he guided 
the disjointed community to a 
return to life into an 
instrument for rebuilding 
Jewish associations. Through­
out the years he has guided 
Jewish life to the point where 
currently a tremendous Holo­
caust Memorial in Berlin is in 
the process of becoming a re­
ality.

Harry Epstein being mourned
NEW YORK — Harry Congregation Beth Sholom, is 

Epstein, past president of being mourned.

Val Friedman dies in Cincinnati
CINCINNATI — Val 

Friedman, who served on the 
Board of Overseers of HUC- 
JIR, died at the age of 80. He 
rose to the rank of captain of 
the army in Europe in World 
War II and survived the Battle

of the Bulge.
He was president of the 

Friedman Furniture Co. and 
president of Rockdale Temple 
and was on the board of the 
Jewish Hospital.

S. Katznelson dies In Israel
NETANYA — Shulamith study. She founded a school at

Katznelson died here at the Ulpan Akiva which taught 
age of 80. She was a Nobel Hebrew to Arabs and Arabic
Peace Prize nominee who to Jews with the goal of fos-
brought Arabs and Jews to- tering peace, 
gether through language

Stanley Stahl being mourned
NEW YORK — Stanley UJA-Federation, is being 

Stahl, a dedicated member of mourned, 
the Real Estate division of

HAUPPAUGE, N.Y. — 
Anti-Semites live on both • 
coasts of the U.S. as Temple 
Beth Chai on Long Island was 
set afire competing with those 
on the other coast who put the 
lives of Jewish children at a 
Jewish Community Center in 
danger with gunshots. The 
fire alarm at 3 a.m. brought 
police and firefighters who 
limited the blaze to one room.

Meanwhile the problem at 
Los Angeles was still erupting 
as a swastika was found on 
the wall of Temple Knesset Is­
rael in the Hollywood area. 
When a letter in the mailbox 
that appeared to be anti-Brit­
ish was read it fitted in with 
the fact that the president of 
the temple is British.

Patrols are being stepped 
up and security guards will be 
in place for the High Holi­
days.

Charles Schlesinger 
was Schindlerjude

WEST ROGERS PARK, 
II. — Charles Schlesinger, a 
Holocaust survivor who 
spoke at the first anniver­
sary of the u.S. Holocaust 
Memorial Museum in Wash­
ington in 1994, died at the 
age of 88. He and Mrs. 
Schlesinger were saved by 
Oskar Schindler, as de­
picted in "Schindler's List," 
the famous Steven Spielberg 
1993 movie.

SAN ANTONIO — Josh 
Cohen made it all the way to 
the finals of the U.S. Tennis 
Association boys' 14 national 
championships but lost to 
Sukwa Young 6-1, 6-3. Young 
repeated his victory over 
Cohen in the Easter Bowl fi-

Thanksgiving

nal in April, but when the two 
teamed up they won the 
doubles easily with a 6-2, 6-1 
victory over Marek 
Czerwinski and Nick Rinks.

Young and Cohen had won 
the USTA clay courts doubles 
title in July at Fort Lauderdale.

Continued from page 2

jury and the families whose children were injured in 
Los Angeles we can assume that last Sabbath they did 
attend religious services. And if other Jews also re­
sponded in the same way we know of no protection 
against other similar outrage even though we also 
know that the six million were as blameless as were 
the children and their families in the Los Angeles near 
tragedy.

The fine line between legitimate propaganda and 
anti-Semitic accusations should be examined more 
closely by the authorized protectors of society. Also 
the penalties for spreading group hatred should be 
reviewed and strengthened so that anti-Semites as 
obviously other hate-inspired groups and individuals 
may be somewhat deterred from carrying out attacks 
on other human beings.

We are reminded today of the response of some 
Jewish individuals during the days of Hitlerism who 
united in New York City and in a limited number of 
other communities and took to the streets to demand 
action against the Nazis.

In the least we think our religious leaders should 
set aside a Sabbath in the next few weeks where the 
entire Jewish community of America will be requested 
to attend a special Sabbath service of thanksgiving.

Editor's chair
Continued from page 2

fits the need, and then we wrote to a former head 
of the United Jewish Appeal who had contacts 
with him over the years and received another 
recital of appreciation, almost like a letter to the 
family, but not in the least an account of the con­
tribution to Jewish and general life that reflects 
the life of the person and what his life meant to 
society in general and Jewish life in particular.

Shloshim is a beautiful part of Jewish life 
and as for as we know no other religion has any­
thing like it. The Post and Opinion can play a 
role in reviving it for the general Jewish com­
munity. We do know that the Lubavitch follow 
the tradition, which is a beautiful expression of 
appreciation by the community at large to those 
whose lives have been devoted to contributions 
to Jewish life in general.

Over the past several years The P-O has 
participated in this recognition of service to Jew­
ish life by those who have gone to their reward, 
but in one recent case, the rabbi of his congre­
gation when we sought such a tribute sent us 
his talk at the funeral and then when we con­
tacted someone on the national scene who was 
close to the deceased we received a few para­
graphs in praise which misses the point of a reci­
tation about the accomplishments of the indi­
vidual so that readers who never had contact 
with the person would be able to join in com­

prehending what constituted the life of the in­
dividual.

We believe that The Post and Opinion per­
forms a service in its only national obituary page 
of any American Jewish publication, and it could 
be even more inclusive if the rabbinate and our 
national Jewish organizations, who by now all 
know of this kind of service we are performing, 
would be cooperative.

When in publishing an obituary of the presi­
dent or a past president of a synagogue, which 
is one of the criteria our editors employ, that is 
mentioned and hardly anything else, then we 
believe the congregation and its rabbi are to 
blame. Especially if this is true of our national 
Jewish organizations and even our federations, 
both of which thrive on the basis of the finan­
cial liberality of their leading members, but will 
not take the trouble to fax an obituary to us or 
at least let the families of the deceased know that 
there is a Jewish weekly publication which will 
be happy to print full obituaries about the de­
ceased is properly informed. We know how to 
penalize the national Jewish organizations and 
federations and that is to send a condolence card 
and a copy of this editor's chair to the families 
of the deceased to inform them of this delin­
quency of the officials of the national organiza­
tion or their local federation.

•**•**=■
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Media Watch

Patterns in ‘Chicago Hope

iI

By RABBI ELLIOT B. GERTEL
It has been a couple of 

years since I reviewed Chicago 
Hope in these columns. After 
the initial season or two of 
episodes in which the two

lead Jewish characters, doc­
tors Shutt and Geiger (played 
by Adam Arkin and Mandy 
Patinkin) were left to whine 
about Jewish parents and 
Gentile wives, the protago­
nists lost the viewers' sympa­
thy and new actors were 
brought in.

Sooner or later, most view­
ers figured out that throwing 
a tantrum and saying and do­
ing bizarre things does not 
make one either a "Jewish" 
doctor or an interesting char­
acter. It took David E. Kelley 
a while to figure-that out be­
fore he turned the writing 
over to a new staff. But not 
before he made the victim of 
a surgical error of Geiger's 
successor, Dr. Austin (Chris­
tine Lahti) a young Jewish 
woman. "We're Jewish," say 
the victim's parents. "And 
Elizabeth should be buried 
before sundown tomorrow."

Kelley let go of the series, 
but he never could quite let go 
of a fascination with Jewish 
practices, especially burial 
practices, which led to his in­
vention of a "pre-shiva" rite in 
an over-the-top episode about 
the death of a "traditional" 
rabbi who performed the in­
terfaith marriage ceremony of 
Dr. Shutt and his wife. Nor 
could Kelley disengage ^he 
series of an obligatory argu­
mentative and egotistical Jew­
ish character. After all, there 
had to be someone who 
would provoke comments at 
board meetings like, "You're 
an Alan Dershowitz." So 
when Geiger's successor Aus­
tin was brought in, her ex-hus­
band turned out to be the 
sharp-tongued, ruthless Dr. 
Tom Wilmette, perhaps not 
intended to be Jewish, but 
played by a prominent actor 
associated with Jewish themes 
(Ron Silver). Was his purpose 
to maintain a quota of "Jew­
ish doctor qualities" without

necessarily being a Jewish 
character?

Be that as it may, while the 
series has had no full-blown 
Jewish themes since, it has 
settled into some interesting 
patterns, whose effects were 
keenly felt for two seasons. It 
would therefore, I think, be 
worth while to examine those 
patterns that have held firm 
even after Kelley withdrew 
from direct involvement with 
the scripting of the show.

We met a lot of characters 
like Dr. Edith Strauss, a den­
tist who always judges people 
by their teeth, and who re­
quires a procedure not cov­

ered by her HMO. Yet she is 
lovable enough for young Dr. 
Kronk (Peter Berg) to operate 
on her under the guise of do­
ing a test. The character is 
"balanced" in the same epi­
sode by a Lichtman who is a 
hypochondriac with a terrific 
medical plan that enables him 
to take every test.

In another episode doctors

take bets over whether a 94- 
year-old patient will live or 
die. His name, interestingly, is 
Behar, a venerable old Jewish 
name. Writer Josh Reims 
made a point of using it. Why? 
Likewise, one can ask writer 
Tim Kring why, in an episode 
in which Dr. Shutt treats a 
young woman who appears to 
be manifesting some kind of 
stigmata in the Catholic per­
spective, children are stuck in 
the elevator during a power 
failure with a cadaver named 
Sheinbaum.

At the end of the 1997-1998 
season, writers Rheims and 
Remi Aubuchon treated us to

a scenario in which Dr. Kronk 
and his expectant wife. Dr. 
Diane Grad, enroll in a "ko­
sher childbirth class" called 
"Kvetching and Stretching," 
the only one to accept them 
aft&r Kronk's rude interrup­
tions. When Diane observes, 
"We're not Jewish," her ob­
streperous husband replies, "I 
know. Then we ignore that

part." But as soon as he hears 
the instructor's assertion that 
a "mohel's technique is much . 
less painful and more effective 
than a doctor's," he cannot 
refrain from challenging that, 
and gets them ejected from 
what he had expected to be a 
"little different" class that puts 
"just a little more emphasis on 
raising your kid in a Jewish 
home." While it's nice to in­
form the public that such 
classes exist, one can only as­
sume that the only reason the 
subject is raised is that either 
a writer or producer was ex­
posed to such a class and de­
cided that Jewish activities 
make for the surest "comic re­
lief."

If only gratuitous use of 
Jewish characters stopped at 
comic relief. Consider another 
episode — Josh Rheims is the 
writer here — in which a 
young Jewish woman tosses 
her newly-born baby in a 
trash bin. Her mother, Mrs. 
Kagan, offers the refrain that 
could have been the subtitle of 
this disturbing fare, "Stacey, 
where is the baby?" The writer 
makes a point of having one 
of the physicians decry this 
"latest trend in a disposable 
society. If you don't want your 
child, toss it in a dumpster."

Now I don't deny that this 
storyline is "fact-based." A 
young Jewish woman did 
confess to such an unspeak­
able act. There have been such 
cases in communities of all 
races and ethnic backgrounds, 
both in America and overseas. 
But why specify the Jewish 
angle here? And why do writ­
ers Dawn Prestwich, Nicole 
Yorkin and Beth Glazer 
McGlaughlin suggest in an­
other episode that the best 
thing that could have hap- 
pened to a 17-year-old shop­
lifter was to become pregnant 
and give birth to a baby with­
out even realizing that she 
was pregnant. The suggestion 
was that that was the perfect 
way to bond with one's angry 
mother!

One episode bordered on a 
positive Jewish image. In this 
hour, writer Tim Kring, who 
had previously provided "in­
side jokes" about cadavers 
with Jewish names, came up 
with some of the finest writ­
ing I had ever seen on Chicago

Hope or elsewhere. An intelli­
gent, well-read convicted 
murder, wants neurosurgeon 
Dr. Aaron Shutt (Arkin) to kill 
him in surgery so that he 
doesn't have to go through the 
"indignity" of being executed 
in front of his son. We also 
meet the son of the man 
whom he viciously murdered 
and, of course, the son of the 
victim wants to see the mur­
derer put to death. Kring is 
very perceptive in the way he 
portrays the brilliance of the 
killer as a selfish deviousness. 
The latter reads widely, but 
only for his own benefit and 
to feed his mania for denial 
and rationalization of violence 
and deceit. He at first denies 
responsibility for his crimes, 
but then confesses them when 
he believes that he can thereby 
prod Shutt to do his bidding. 
Of course, the very notion of 
putting a physician in such a 
spot is a self-serving manipu­
lation. Kring depicts all this 
quite subtly — perhaps a tad 
too subtly for the TV medium, 
where articulation of some of 
these things in dialogue 
would actually be instructive 
to readers who do not share 
Kring's gifts of psychological 
analysis — or of experience 
with the pathology he de­
scribes, so well-described in 
M. Scott Peck's People of the Lie.

The episode by Kring also 
gave us a thoughtful charac­
ter, Lawrence, a public rela­
tions/press person, who tells 
a conflicted Dr. Aaron Shutt 
(who is often conflicted) that 
he stopped asking "theologi­
cal questions" when he 
dropped out of rabbinical 
school. Yet Lawrence tells 
Aaron that he still believes in 
God, and finds faith comfort­
ing. Aaron is given the last 
word in that exchange: "I'm 
sort of a non-believer myself. 
Not that I wouldn't like to [be­
lieve]. It would sure make 
some things a hell of a lot 
easier."

For Chicago Hope and its 
Aaron Shutt character, this is 
about as good as it gets, and 
better than it usually is, re­
garding Jewish themes. Usu­
ally, Aaron plays the role of 
belligerent doubter to the 
point of being a buffoon. In 
the next column, we'll take a 
look at the evolution of Aaron.

Subscribe to Hie Post

Kelley let go of the series, but he never 
could quite let go of a fascination with 
Jewish practices, especially burial prac­
tices, which led to his invention of a "pre- 
shiva" rite in an over-the-top episode 
about the death of a "traditional" rabbi 
who performed the interfaith marriage 
ceremony of Dr. Shutt and his wife. Nor 
could Kelley disengage the series of an 
obligatory argumentative and egotisti­
cal Jewish character. After all, there had 
to be someone who would provoke com­
ments at board meetings like, "You're an 
Alan Dershowitz." So when Geiger's 
successor Austin was brought in, her ex- 
husband turned out to be the sharp- 
tongued, ruthless Dr. Tom Wilmette, 
perhaps not intended to be Jewish, but 
played by a prominent actor associated 
with Jewish themes (Ron Silver). Was 
his purpose to maintain a quota of "Jew­
ish doctor qualities" without necessar­
ily being a Jewish character?
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As I Heard It Gutmann On Art
Songs teach holidays delightfully Synagogues, familiar and rare

By MORTON GOLD
Charming, delightful are 

merely some of the words one 
can use to describe the songs 
in the CD "Shanah Tovah: 
Songs for Jewish Holidays."

The lyrics and music are by 
Debbie Friedman.

She is in her element here 
in these songs composed 
mostly in 1987. (All but two 
were composed specifically 
for this collection.) Time has 
not diminished either the 
message of the words or the 
lilt of the melodies.

Ms. Friedman has a de­
cided melodic gift which, 
while aimed at young chil­
dren, is both instructive and 
enjoyable by "children of all 
ages." These songs grew out 
of a project by Behman House 
Publishers in their Home Start 
education program.

I suspect that that the main 
educational benefit (impart­
ing the spirit and joy of the 
main Jewish Holidays) comes 
from the text. It is the music, 
however, that brings home to 
the listener the message of 
these texts in a user friendly 
manner.

Friedman never talks 
down to her young listeners 
and seems to share the joy, 
wonder and excitement of the 
holiday songs. One can hon­
estly state that Ms. Friedman, 
along with Behrman House, 
succeeded in their project and 
then some.

As lovely as all the songs 
are (I have reservations about 
two of them) a special tip of 
the hat must go to George 
Fogelman, who shares with 
Ms. Friedman the honors for 
the skillful arrangements and 
recordings of the songs. The 
harmonizations, orchestra­
tions and bits of vocal imita­
tion do much to add to the lus­
ter and enjoyment of these 
songs.

One must also compliment 
Andy Friedman for the art­
work in the well designed 
booklet that comes with the 
CD. Texts for all the songs are 
included with the CD.

The first three songs intro­

duce the (young) listener to 
the world of Jewish holidays 
with "Shanah Tovah" the 
wistful "These are the Days 
(of Awe)" and "A Day called 
Yom Kippur." The remainder 
of the songs are all, for want 
of a better word, bouncy and, 
yes, exuberant. (Or what one 
fellow I had the misfortune to 
know would describe 
as"upbeat") All but the Tu 
Bishvat Song and the "613 
Commandments" were com­
posed for Home Start Pro­
gram.

I find it impossible to single 
out which song I enjoyed the 
most, however, the last one 
would get my vote. All are 
delightful. Each one captures 
the spirit of the holiday it is 
describing.

"This Is What We Need to 
Build a Sukkah" and "When 
We March On Simchat Torah" 
are surely both winners as 
well.

The Hanukkah songs are 
such that I would much pre­
fer to hear our children sing­
ing these instead of the dubi­
ous "I Had A Little Dreydl!" 
One must pay a compliment 
to the skillful harmony part 
(vocal) in the Tu Bishvat Song. 
The Purim Game song can be 
described as a kind of interac­
tive song making the young 
listeners participants in the 
story.

As noted the songs are all 
instructive as well as being 
entertaining. On the possible 
debit side, I can't guess for the 
life of me why the "Mah 
Nishtanah" has a Jamaican 
cast to it. While it is spirited 
and so forth, what has a Jamai­
can spirit or flavor to do with 
Pesach? As for the "Seder 
Table" while it is lovely as 
well, one must take cogni­
zance of an uncomfortable 
"influence" of another lovely 
tune, namely "Supercalifra-

gilisticexpealidoshus.!" These 
last two songs while engaging 
and also appealing do not re­
ally measure up to the musi­
cal standards of the others.

"I Am the Afikomen" tells 
the story in music of the 
Afikomen from the point of 
view of the Afikomen itself. 
That is an unusual and charm­
ing departure.

As for the song "The 613 
Commandments," if you 
weren't convinced before, this 
one will do all the convincing 
necessary and is worth the 
price of the CD. Musically 
speaking, it is an "offer one 
can't refuse!" I liked it and I 
would guess that you will too.

What's not to like? It is en­
gaging, spirited and has all the 
charm in the world. The entire 
group of songs are all artfully 
put together. The strengths are 
in the "commercial message" 
so cheerfully presented and 
interwoven with the music. 
They will give young children 
in particular many hours of 
listening enjoyment while 
gently building their knowl- 
edgeof Jewish holidays, their 
contents and customs."

Ms. Friedman is an ideal 
singer of her songs. The enjoy­
ment she feels and takes from 
the music is infectious: that 
enjoyment is then communi­
cated to the listener.

This CD is highly recom­
mended.

For more information on 
other Friedman discs contact 
"Sounds Write Productions, 
Inc." or call 1-800-SOUND-9.

Ms. Friedman's discs and 
other books and CD's of Jew­
ish content are also available 
from TARA Publications, 8 
Music Fair Road, Owings 
Mills, MD 21117.

(Dr. Gold may be reached at: 
12 Avenue B, Rutland, VT 
05701-4503 or by e-mail 
at:DrMGOld@juno.com)

Terrorism panel drop AHHarayati

WASHINGTON — As the 
nomination of Salam Al- 
Marayati was withdrawn as a 
member of of the U.S. panel 
on terrorism another Arab 
American, Juliette N. 
Kayyem, was named to re­
place him. Jewish organiza­
tions had protested 
Marayati's condoning of ter­

rorism. He is executive direc­
tor of the Muslim Affairs 
Council in Los Angeles.

The panel has six months 
to develop policy on prevent­
ing and punishing terrorism.

Ms. Kayyem is married to 
a Jewish lawyer who recently 
became a professor at 
Harvard Law School.

By JOSEPH GUTMANN
Samuel Gruber's "Syna­

gogues" (New York, Metro 
Books, 1999) is truly a feast for 
the eyes. Through the me­
dium of photography it offers

a concise tour of synagogues 
from Roman antiquity to the 
modern period. It takes us 
across countries and conti­
nents to relive Jewry's glori­
ous past over a 2,000-year pe­
riod.

Since the destruction of the 
Temple in 70 CE, the syna­
gogue has played a central 
role in Judaism. No specific 
synagogue architecture has 
emerged; most synagogues 
resemble the architectural 
styles used in neighboring 
churches and mosques.

Gruber's book features 
synagogues from antiquity.

such as those found at Sardis 
in Turkey, Dura-Europos in 
Syria, and Capernaum and 
Beth-Alpha in Israel. From the 
medieval period we see sur­
viving synagogues like those 
at Worms in Germany, Toledo 
in Spain, and Prague in the 
Czech Republic. Extant later 
wooden synagogues in 
Roumania are shown, as well 
as remaining synagogues 
from the ravaged and lost 
Jewish worlds of Poland, 
Slovakia and Hungary.

From the Muslim civiliza­
tion, we get rare glimpses of 
synagogues in Egypt, Mo­
rocco, Tunisia, India and 
Syria. The Romanesque and 
Moorish styles employed in 
the impressive 19th-century 
synagogues • in Rome, 
Budapest, Cincinnati and 
New York are revealed. In­
cluded, too, are the 20th-cen­
tury daring and novel syna­
gogue structures by such 
noted architects as Wright, 
Yamasaki and Mendelsohn.

This easy-to read hand­
some volume, intended for a 
lay audience, is highly recom­
mended. •

High Holy Days 5760/1999: 
Leave The Comers of Our Fields 

for the Poor and the Stranger
This is the fast I have chosen ...to share your bread with the hungry...

[Isaiah 58]
Despite an era of unprecedented abundance, millions of 
Americans remain poor and hungry. We can help lift their burden. 
For the last two years, thousands of Jews have supported 
“The Corners Of Our Field," a High Holy Days appeal that 
seeks funds for MAZON: A Jewish Response to Hunger and 
food for local charities. The last two appeals raised more than 
$1.46 million and almost three million pounds qffood.
Again this year. MAZON has united with the Reform, Conservative 
and Reconstructionist movements in "The Comers Of Our Field." 
And again this year, we ask you to Join in this extraordinary act 
of Jewish pluralism.
As we look inward during these High Holy Days, MAZON asks 
that you reach outward. Please give to MAZON what you would 
have spent to feed yourself and your family on Yom Kippur. 
Funds raised will support programs providing food, help and hope 
to hungry people in our own country, in Israel and worldwide. 
And please contribute to your congregation’s food drive.
Together, we can share our bread with the hungry.

Yes, 1/we will leave "the comers of our fields" for I 
the High Holy Days by giving money to MAZON ^ 

and by bringing food to our <J

Enclosed is a check payable to MAZON for 

Name_________~

r and the stranger during 
ewiah Response to Hunger 

don.

mailto:DrMGOld@juno.com
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Milk, Honey & Vinegar Fleishman’s Flight

Interfaith relations — my way Missing Phil Klutznick

By JUDY CARR
I heard of a Reform rabbi 

giving lectures in an Inter faith 
Program. His lectures were to 
Roman Catholics and he 
spoke on highly intellectual 
themes. No doubt many lis­
tened to him and appreciated 
his words.

This is not my idea of in­
terfaith. Interfaith is not only 
for intellectuals and theolo­
gians. It is for every human 
being of every religion and 
even for those who have no 
particular religious grouping.

Children of different 
groups should play and study, 
and have sporting activities 
together. Interfaith is not just 
talking about religion. It is 
doing practically everything 
together, living together all 
the way.

If Jews and Christians meet 
to talk about Jesus and Moses, 
Church and synagogues, they 
may leam a lot but what will 
one set of people understand 
about the next set?

If mothers and wives meet 
to bake cakes, sew, talk about 
their children, grumble about 

ifche high prices, they will not 
leam about each others' reli­
gion, but they will learn much 
about each other, the kind of 
person a Jew is, how a Chris­
tian reacts.

The visit to the church and 
the synagogue, study of the 
ritual objects, the prayer meet­
ing — those can come later, a 
long way later, if they need to 
come at all.

But if a Jewish mother and 
her children can get on with a 
Christian family, then we have 
got somewhere with inter­
faith.

I mention here Jews and 
Christians — but what about 
Muslims Buddhists, Hindus? 
They, too, have families and 
children who can meet each 
other and leam what the other 
person is all about.

Sermons do not charm me. 
I suspect that very few people 
are really in love with listen­
ing to sermons. Highly placed 
Roman Catholics may be in­
terested in lectures by highly 
placed rabbis. The grocer and 
the milkman, the shoemaker 
and the postman will not go 
to such lectures. Those are the 
people my kind of interfaith 
would be reaching.

If Jews and Christians get 
along, they will ask each other 
spontaneous questions about 
their religions and leam from 
talking to one another. Is not

this better than going to lec­
tures, which are only the opin­
ions of one intellectual but 
have little to do with real life?

I can hear the horrified 
Jewish matron saying, "This 
will lead to intermarriage. A 
Jewish boy will marry one of 
those Christian girls and then 
there will be no husband for 
my Bella." .

So of course we should live 
all in our separate ghettos in 
case we get married to some­
one on the other side of the 
fence.

If you believe that, inter-

About Books
By JACK FISCHEL

Two important books 
about the Middle East that 
have recently been repub­
lished in paperback.

The Process: 1,100 Days That

Changed the Middle East is by 
Uri Savir. The author was the 
chief Israeli negotiator during 
the three years leading up to 
the Oslo Accords. Vintage 
($15) The Dream Palace of the 
Arabs: A Generation's Odyssey 
is by Fouad Ajami, a noted 
Middle East scholar, who ar­
gues that Arab intellectuals 
have not accommodated 
themselves to the reality of the 
new world of globalization 
and the necessity of making 
peace with Israel. Vintage 
$14).

A book that can be read 
both by children and adults is 
In My Hands: Memories of a 
Holocaust Rescuer by Irene Gut 
Opdyke and Jennifer 
Armstrong. Publisher's Weekly 
writes that "even among 
World War II memoirs — a

faith is not for you. Sit in your 
own home and do not even 
meet your next door neighbor.

Yours is the kind of inter­
faith that listens to an intellec­
tual lecture and then you go 
home and don't speak to the 
neighbor next door.

I got the idea somewhere 
that there is only one God.

So what are these different 
faiths all about?

And just what is interfaith?
Judy Carr may be reached at 

POB 6431, Tel Aviv, mx 61 063 
Israel

genre studded with extraordi­
nary stories — this autobiog­
raphy looms large, a work of 
exceptional substance and 
style." Opdyke was born in 
1922 to a Polish Catholic fam­
ily, and during the war years 
was able to hide 12 Jews at an 
enormous personal cost. 
Knopf ($18, Aug.)

The Jewish High Holy 
Days will be here before we 
know it, and in time for the 
celebration of the Jewish new 
year is Light Jewish Holiday 
Desserts by Penny Wantuck 
Eisenberg. This is a no-non­
sense baking book which 
promises to expand the range 
of holiday fare without dras­
tically expanding the waist­
line. Morrow ($25, Sept.)

Stanford University Press 
has announced several new 
titles dealing with Jews and 
the Jewish experience. The 
books include. Adieu to 
Eammanuel Levinas by Jacques 
Derrida, translated by 
Pascale-Anne Brault and 
Michael Naas (Aug., $14.95 
paper, $39.50 cloth); Dying for 
God: Martyrdom and the Mak­
ing of Christianity and Judaism 
by Daniel Boyarin (Nov., 
$16.95 paper, $4.50 cloth), and 
Independence Park: The Lives of 
Gay Men in Israel, by Amir 
Sumaka'i Fink and Jacob Press 
(Dec., $19.95 paper, $55 cloth).

By ALFRED FLEISHMAN
Phil Klutznick has passed 

on at age 92. One of the great­
est of citizens of the nation 
and a very great man all 
round.

I remember him well. 
When a group of us in St. 
Louis got together years ago, 
and we formed a new B'nai 
B'rith lodge in St. Louis 
named after Justice Brandies, 
it was Phil, as B'nai B'rith 
president, who came to St. 
Louis to install the lodge.

When I was in the armed 
forces and served in the Pen­
tagon in Washington, it was 
Phil who became one of my 
best friends. He served as 
Housing Commissioner in the 
government. But as far as I am 
concerned his greatest deed 
was when he served on the 
commission of prominent 
Americans to study the prob­
lems in the Middle East as 
they existed between the Jews 
and the Arabs at that time.

I was in touch with Phil 
especially during the period 
when he served on that Com­
mission. A copy of his report 
is somewhere in my files.

I remember that part of it 
in which the commission 
made certain recommenda­
tions about what was one of 
the biggest problems of the 
area. It continues to this day.

The report, as I recall it, 
declared that we could not 
settle the problem unless we 
figured out some way to allow 
the Arabs to govern them­
selves in some sort of govern­
ment of their own. It gave con­
siderable merit to the problem 
declaring it not soluble unless 
someone figured out the 
rights of the Arabs.

It did not see how, what 
was then regarded as a small 
number of Jews at the time, 
would be able to govern as 
many as one or two million 
Arabs. I recall the report as a 
brilliant one and there is still 
pretty much of a problem. It 
enunciated what I saw and 
heard for the first time and 
that was, we will not, or do 
not, make peace with our en­
emies. Only those who fig­
ured out some degree of un­
derstanding and regard for 
each other could make it.

The report is more than 
applicable in our time today. 
It was a great disappointment 
in those days. It still is.

Phil had a brilliant period 
of service with the govern­
ment and when he retired was 
highly regarded. As I recall it, 
he wrote a book on that period

Continued on page 10
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Boob by Rabbi Samuel Silver
(Prices Include Postage)

HowTo Enjoy This Moment 
A treasury of practical philosophy • $9.50 

*J/ brings joyfor the moment and enrichmentfor life*— 
Rabbi Maurice N Eisendrath.

Explaining Judaism to Jews and Christians 
The basic tenets of Judaism and its relevance 

to our times • $8.50
mI enjoyed every moment of Rabbi Silver's book It's not a 
how-to book but more of a how not to waste the precious 

moments of life*—Arthur Levitt 
Mixed Marriage Between Jews and Christians 

The complexities and responsibilities 
of intermarriage * $6.50 
What Happiness Is...

Hundreds of definitions of happiness with definitions 
written expressly for this book by Bob Dole, Bob Hope, 

Art Buchwald, Sen. William Cohen, Rev. Robert Drinan, 
Isaac Stem, and Norman Cousins • $10.50 

Send orders and checks to Mrs. Elaine Silver,
15436 Stratheara Dr., Delray Beach, FL 33446 

Tel: 561-499-2610
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A quartet of Christian 
Jews: Heine, Disraeli, 

Mendelssohn and
2

By MILTON KERKER
This is a continuation of last week's centerspread

If Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847) was the most celebrated com­
poser of his lifetime, his grandfather, Moses Mendelssohn (1729- 
1786) was the most celebrated Jew in ages. He left his poverty 
stricken ghetto of Dessau to follow his rebbe to Berlin. Not satis­
fied to study only the law, the usual preoccupation of Jewish schol­
ars, he immersed himself in the whole of secular learning to be­
come renowned as a philosopher, literary critic, translator, and so­
cial commentator — a leader of the German Enlightenment.

Moses Mendelssohn believed that the indignities and poverty 
suffered by the Je\Vs would be ameliorated if the intellectual gap 
that separated Jews from Christians were closed by a renaissance 
of secular learning. While urging Jews to adapt to modem secular 
society, he encouraged them to maintain the observances of their 
ancient rituals and ceremonies as he continued to do. He would 
have been shocked had he known that, after his death, some of his 
disciples would make drastic alterations in Jewish ritual, leading 
to Reform Judaism and that three of his five children, and all but 
one of his grandchildren, would convert to Christianity.

Moses' son, Abraham, the father of Felix, became a wealthy 
banker, a universally cultured dilettante and a skeptic. He was con­
stantly adjured,by his wife's bachelor brother to convert, as he had 
done, in order that Abraham avoid persecution and attain for his 
children the advantages of Christians. And so, somewhat uncom­
fortably, in secret from his mother and mother-in-law, Abraham 
had his children baptized, in 1816, when Felix was 7. Six years later, 
he took the step for himself and his wife, assuming the name 
Abraham Mendelssohn Bartholdy. Bartholdy was the adopted 
Christian name of the brother-in-law, who thereupon agreed to 
bequeath his considerable fortune to Abraham's family.

Felix was a piano prodigy and a youthful composer. His disci­
plinarian but adoring father provided him with a variety of tutors, 
especially Carl Zetter, a distinguished composer and pedagogue.

Zetter arranged for 11-year-old Felix, good looking, pleasingly 
animated and intelligent, to be the house guest of that greatest of 
Germans, the demigod, Wolfgang von Goethe. Goethe was so de­
lighted with his piano playing that the visit was extended to 16 
days, and Mendelssohn continued to visit and to play for Goethe 
until his death in 1832. In his introduction, Zetter had written 
Goethe: "To be sure, he is the son of a Jew, but no Jew himself... it 
would really be something rare if the son of a Jew turned out to be 
an artist."

Mendelssohn was one of a galaxy of young composers, Berlioz,

Chopin, Liszt, Schumann, Verdi, and Wagner, all within six years 
of his age. He was acclaimed during his lifetime as the most bril­
liant star among these as well as among older contemporaries, 
Weber, Rossini, Halevy, Meyerbeer, and Offenbach. He was re­
nowned not only as a composer and piano and organ virtuoso but 
also as a conductor, an educator, and an impresario. He performed 
throughout Europe, but was most lionized and happiest in England, 
which he visited frequently, sometimes fo/ extended stays. At 26, 
he made his home in Leipzig, where he conducted the Gewandhaus 
(Clothworker's Hall) Orchestra; he founded the conservatory, which 
became the most famous in Germany, turning Leipzig into the 
musical capital of Germany.

His death at age 38 stunned the musical world, leading to obser­
vances and commemorations such as few musicians had ever re­
ceived. The years after his death saw a decline in Mendelssohn's 
reputation as a foremost composer, a decline due to changing tastes 
and styles, but also due to a scurrilous campaign by Richard Wagner, 
whom he had befriended as a young man, and by other anti-Semites. 
Mendelssohn, Wagner wrote, "has shown us that a Jew may have 
the amplest store in specific talents — yet he was not able, even one 
single time, to call forth in us that deep, that heart-searching effect 
which we await from Art."

Mendelssohn accepted the Protestanism into which his father 
propelled him without becoming a church-going, religious devo­
tee like Disraeli. He saw his conversion as a solution of Jewish op­
pression. He had not had a Jewish education, which might have 
provided a greater sympathy for the spiritual, ethical, and nation­
alist meaning of Judaism. But if he had no qualms about his bap­
tism, he was constantly aware of his Jewish origins, considered him­
self a Jew, if not religiously, then socially and sociologically; he was 
not immune to anti-Semitic attacks. Many in Mendelssohn's large 
extended family had converted, and, throughout his life, those with 
whom he was on most intimate terms, in addition to family, were 
other Jews, both conforming and converts, as well as Christians 
who were on close terms with Jews and sympathized with them.

Although a dutiful and loving son, he resisted his father's at­
tempts to suppress his insistence on using his grandfather's name 
rather than Bartholdy. His father wrote, "You have suppressed our 
family name Bartholdy. In the concert programs you have sent me... 
your name is given as Mendelssohn... you were reared as a Chris­
tian. A Christian Mendelssohn is an impossibility... Mendelssohn 
is and always will stand for Judaism in transition. You cannot, you 
must not carry the name Mendelssohn... you must go by the name 
Felix Bartholdy... if Mendelssohn is your name, you are ipso facto a
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Jew."
Felix persisted, although in Germany, his name mainly appeared 

as Mendelssohn-Bartholdy, a compromise; in England, it was, ex­
clusively, Felix Mendelssohn.

No Jew, not even a convert, could be unaware of the pervasive 
anti-Semitic miasma of Germany, and Mendelssohn, sheltered as 
he was, could not be shielded from anti-Semitic incidents. It was 
during the 1819 Hep! Hep! riots that a Prussian royal prince ac­
costed the 10-year-old lad on a Berlin street, spat at him, and 
screamed, "Hep! Hep! Judenjung (Jewboy)."

Again, while on vacation, 15-year-old Felix and his sister were 
set upon by a gang of street urchins who shouted "Judenjung" and 
other epithets, and threw stones at them. He bore it manfully but 
burst into tears upon returning to his lodgings. Also, he was pained 
when he learned of the anti-Semitic slur with which his beloved 
teacher Zetter had introduced him to Goethe. And so his Jewish 
origins were burned into him.

In 1829, Mendelssohn fought a vigorous battle to persuade the 
Berlin Choral Society to perform Bach's St. Mattheiv's Passion, a 
neglected masterpiece that had not been performed for a full cen­
tury. It was this performance as well as other of his activities that 
resurrected the works of Bach from oblivion. "To think," he ex­
claimed exultingly to his actor friend, Edward Derrient, who was 
partner to this project, "that an actor and a Jew should have given 
back to the people the greatest Christian music in the world."

While on a visit to the House of Commons in London, the ses­
sion passed a bill to lift the civil disabilities on the Jews (only to be. 
thwarted time and again by the House of Lords). Mendelssohn 
wrote, "This morning the Jews were emancipated... it is much bet­
ter for us (we Jews) ir?England... this is noble and beautiful and 
fills me with gratitude to the Heavens."

Mendelssohn accepted his conversion dutifully and with equa­
nimity. Although his religious music, the great oratorios, was among 
the most sublime of his creations, he was not particularly devout 
in the sense of church-going. His closest associations were with 
Jews, both converted and otherwise — but all "assimilated." He 
was sensitive to his Jewish origins and thought of himself as a Jew.

• • •

Karl Marx (1818-1883) had an outstanding Jewish pedigree. Both 
grandfathers were rabbis, who traced their rabbinic lines over many 
centuries. An uncle became the chief rabbi of the Saar and was a 
member of the Great Sanhedrin formed by Napoleon. Marx's fa­
ther, Heschel, broke with the family tradition, considered himself a 
Deist, and, in the wake of the Napoleonic emancipation, became a 
successful lawyer in his native Trier.

With the defeat of Napoleon, Jews were once again no longer 
permitted to practice the law, so Heschel, in 1816, changed his name 
to Heinrich and converted to the Lutheran faith in order that he 
might continue to earn his living. A decade later, he had his chil­
dren converted, including Karl, aged 6. They were given a Chris­
tian education in the local schools.

In 1835, Marx left for the university, first a year at Bonn and then 
five years at Berlin, where he joined a bohemian free-thinking club 
of radical philosophers. Extremely erudite and brilliant, he wrote a 
Ph.D. thesis on Greek philosophy with a view to entering into a 
university career, but his radical outlook, as well as his Jewish ori­
gins, precluded a university appointment. For the rest of his life, 
his earnings as an editor and journalist were insufficient to sup­
port his family, and he subsisted meagerly by sponging on rela­
tives and friends, whoever was willing to lend or give him money, 
particularly his friend and collaborator, Friedrich Engels.

The fundamentals of Marx's intellectual and revolutionary ide­
ology were well formulated and in place at an early age, so that 
when he went into final exile to London in 1849, aged 31, he was a 
mature, leading radical, having been successively deported from 
the Rhineland to Paris, to Brussels, to Paris, to Cologne, to Paris,

and finally, to tolerant London. He studied intensely throughout 
his life and he wrote incessantly — innumerable journalistic ar­
ticles, polemics of varying lengths, and, of course, his monumental 
masterpiece. Das Kapital. He was immersed in the international radi­
cal movement, nurturing and leading the so-called First Interna­
tional.

Marx had a lifelong antipathy for Jews privately, and a contempt 
for Judaism publicly. He was imbued with the pervasive anti- 
Semitism widespread among so many of the leading thinkers and 
writers in Germany. What is surprising is that someone with his 
family background, and so generally learned and cultured, should 
be so ignorant of Judaism and the conditions of contemporary Jews, 
most of whom were poverty stricken members of his beloved pro­
letariat. He was not a self-hating Jew; rather, he was a down-to- 
earth, honest-to-goodness anti-Semite.

Despite the fact that he was often attacked by many of his non- 
Jewish opponents with anti-Semitic invective, and that many of 
his friends and colleagues in the revolutionary movement were Jew­
ish, he never hesitated, as if oblivious of his own vulnerability, to 
hurl the most vicious anti-Semitic epithets at those Jews of whom 
he disapproved.

One of these was Ferdinand Lassalle, the charismatic organizer 
and leader of what would emerge as the Social Democratic party 
of Germany. Lassalle saw Marx as a man of genius and tried to be 
of service to him in many ways, helping to publish his writings, 
obtaining journalistic jobs for him, aiding him financially with his 
own funds, and, in a lengthy correspondence with Marx in Lon­
don, keeping him informed of the radical movement in Germany. 
Marx became estranged from him over political differences, and 
also was jealous of Lassalle's eminence in the radical movement. In 
his correspondence with Engels, he referred to him as "Baron Izzy," 
and the "dirty Bedouin Jew." On one occasion, he called him "a 
Jewish nigger... It is perfectly obvious from the shape of his head 
and the way his hair grows out that he is descended from Negroes 
who joined Moses on the journey out of Egypt unless perhaps his 
mother or grandmother had relations with a nigger."

In his attack on Joseph Moses Levy, the publisher of the London 
Daily Telegraph, to whom he referred as die "Polack Jew," he fo­
cused on that favorite bugbear of the anti-Semite, the Jewish nose: 
"... Mother nature has inscribed with the wildest black letters, his 
family tree in the middle of his face... Levy's nose constitutes a 
year's talk in the City of London... The great art of Levy's nose in 
reality consists in cozying up to foul odor, to smell it out hundreds 
of miles away and to bring it forth... one can therefore say without 
exaggeration that Levy writes his newspaper with his nose."

This level of vituperative scurrility was not unusual. Carl Schurz, 
the German-born American poet, journalist, and Civil War general, 
had this to say after meeting Marx: "To no opinion which differed 
from his own did he accord the honor of even condescending con­
sideration. Everyone who contradicted him he treated with abject 
contempt; every argument that he did not like he answered either 
with biting scorn at the unfathomable ignorance that had prompted 
it or with opprobrious aspersions on the motives of him who ad­
vanced it."

In 1843, Marx published an essay, "On the Jewish Question," 
which defined his position on Judaism. It is an exercise in anti- 
Semitism. For Marx, "the Jewish question" did not relate to what 
many considered the issue, namely, whether to grant Jews civil 
rights and freedom of worship. He observed that in the United 
States, where all religious denominations enjoyed full civil rights, 
religious life prospered as nowhere else. He argued that this con­
tradicted what he perceived to be the inexorable flow of history in 
which society would achieve successively higher stages of devel­
opment with the eventual disappearance of religion. Since the re­
moval of civil disabilities of Jews would not lead to that desirable 
Continued on page 13
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Friedlander wins MacArthur Grant My ISTdOll COUSIDS -— Pdft 1
By RABBI SAMUEL SILVER

Each year the MacArthur 
Foundation distributes some 
of its billions of dollars to 
people outstanding in litera­
ture, art, music, sociology, the

humanities and cultural pur­
suits.

In June the foundation 
gave out 23 awards. The larg­
est one went to Prof. Saul 
Friedlander, author of a num­
ber of books. His most recent 
one has to do with the Holo­
caust. So did an earlier book 
about Pope Pius XII and 
Hitlerism.

Friedlander, 66, is on the 
faculty of the University of 
California in Los Angeles. 
Once a resident of Israel, he 
served in that country's army 
and was an assistant'cabinet 
minister in the government of 
Shimon Peres. He is receiving 
$375,000.

In the Forward Meyer Rock 
reminds readers that some 20 
years ago a MacArthur award 
winner was Aaron Lansky, 
who "rescued" books in the 
Yiddish language from cellars, 
attics and even trash cans, re­
ceived them in Amherst, 
Mass., rehabilitated them and 
then sent them to libraries, 
schools, and institutions 
throughout the world.

A native of Bedford, Mass., 
Lansky studied at Hampshire 
College, McGill University 
and the Yiddish Department 
of Columbia University. His 
Yiddish Book Center now 
employs dozens of people; it 
is a non-profit institution and 
publishes a periodical called 
Der Pekeltreger (The Package 
Carrier) with articles both in 
Yiddish and English.

Florida's kashrut

Florida is sometimes called 
"The Garden of Yidden." One 
indication of the size of the 
Jewish population is the fact 
that kosher products in the 
state are sold annually to the 
tune of $5 billion.

According to the Jewish 
Telegraphic Agency, there are in 
the state 8,100 firms carrying

36,000 kosher products. They 
are bought not only by devout 
Jews, but by Muslims, veg­
etarians, and non-Jews who 
feel that kosher items are ex­
ceptionally clean. (The For­
ward).

Lama's aid sought

The Dalai Lama was in Is­
rael, studying the holy places 
of the country's three reli­
gions. He met with the 
Ashkenazic chief rabbi, Meir 
Lau, who escorted him to 
some of the Jewish sites.

In the course of their chat 
the rabbi asked the Buddhist 
to see whether he could speak 
up on behalf of the 13 Jews 
incarcerated in Iran. The lama 
didn't turn down the idea, but 
he said he doesn't feel he has 
much clout with the Iranians. 
The Dalai Lama is being 
brought to Central Park in 
New York through the inter­
vention of actor Richard Gere. 
(Naftali Kraus, in the 
Algemeiner Journal).

State's hate clique

When Nazism raised its 
ugly head in Europe why 
didn't the U.S. take steps to 
curb it? According to 
Lawrence Eagleburger, a 
former Secretary of State in a 
Republican administration, it 
was because the State Depart­
ment was dominated by a 
"cadre of elegant anti- 
Semites" who deliberately ig­
nored the Holocaust.

Eagleburger said this in a 
talk he gave to the Young 
Leadership Associates of Yad 
Vashem. He spoke approv­
ingly of the American action 
against "ethnic cleansing" in 
the Balkans. As a former am­
bassador to Yugoslavia, he is 
familiar with the situation in 
that area.

The one-time diplomat is 
now chairman of the Interna­
tional Commission on Holo­
caust Era Insurance. He said 
more and more schools 
should include data about the 
Holocaust in their curricula. 
(Algemeiner Journal).

Parliament remembers

The British Parliament re­
cently decided to observe a 
Holocaust Day. It will take 
place next Jan. 27, the anniver- 

Continued on page 14

By JACOB LURIA 
Part one of two parts

Back when the century was 
still in knee pants I used to 
hang out at S. Rabinowitz's 
Judaica Book Store on Canal

Street on the lower East Side 
of Manhattan. This is where I 
bought a Hebrew dictionary 
compiled by a scholar named 
Reuben Grossman in what 
was then Mandate Palestine.

I considered this slender 
compendium so precious that

I allowed it to enjoy the soli­
tude undisturbed. Rarely, only 
when my need for lexico­
graphic lore was dire, did I 
disturb the tranquility of my 
Grossman. In time, neglect 
yellowed its pages and 
cracked its brown cloth bind­
ing. I never knew that I had 
mishpare on a shelf in our liv­
ing room. Are you mystified? 
Read on.

As you know, if you've 
been addicted to this column, 
I lost my father when I was 
only a preschool kid. I never 
felt that I was part of my 
father's extended family. Even 
if I knew their names, I did not 
know my paternal kinfolk. 
Hence, just before my wife, 
Miriam, and I traveled to Is­
rael in 19721 called my cousin 
Sydney, a Manhattan lawyer,

and asked him whether we 
had any relatives in Israel. He 
said yes, and named mutual 
cousins, Ann and Reuben 
Grossman. Ann's father was 
Uncle Mendel, my father's 
oldest brother. I made no con­
nection between the name 
Grossman and my Hebrew 
dictionary. I often am slow on 
the intake.

Once we were in Israel I 
tried to trace the Family 
Grossman, but met only with 
frustration. At last, during the 
intermission of a concert we 
attended in the Mann Audito­
rium in Tel Aviv, we learned 
the heart-wringing story of 
the Grossman family.

Jacob Luria may be reached at 
3450 Third Ave., Apt. 302, San 
Diego, CA 92103.

Misconceptions

When autopsies are justified

By RABBI REUVEN BULKA
Misconception: luddism al­

ways prohibits the performance 
of autopsy after death.

Under normal circum­
stances, after death, an indi­

vidual is to be accorded the 
appropriate honor and dig­
nity of being buried immedi­
ately, and whole. This would 
normally preclude the possi­
bility of an autopsy.

However, there are extenu­
ating circumstances in which 
autopsy can be countenanced, 
and may even be mandatory. 
When there is a legitimate 
possibility that the autopsy 
will save a life, Jewish law al­
lows it.

For example, when some­
one dies for no apparent rea­
son, an autopsy may reveal 
the cause of death and, in turn 
may save other lives. In one 
such situation, a child died at

home for no apparent reason, 
and the postmortem revealed 
carbon monoxide poisoning. 
This finding led to a thorough 
search of the house where the 
child lived, and investigators 
found a carbon monoxide leak 
there. The autopsy saved the 
rest of the family

When the death is the re­
sult of foul play, a postmortem 
may conceivably give the in­
vestigating authorities 
enough information so that 
they can then find the perpe­
trator of the murder. Remov­
ing a murderer from the street 
is also considered sufficient

Fleishman
Continued from page 7 

in which he covered much of 
what he foresaw. *,

He developed Alzheimers 
disease in Chicago and I never 
heard from him or his family

warrant for performing an 
autopsy, since by removing a 
murderer we actually save 
life. One who murders once 
may murder a second and a 
third time.

When the possibility of 
obvious life-saving benefit to 
others exists, autopsy would 
not only be permitted, it 
would be mandatory. How­
ever, autopsy just for the sake 
of postmortem experimenta­
tion, with no prospect of sav­
ing other lives, is not sufficient 
warrant for desecrating the 
human body.

again.
He was a great man and a 

true Jewish leader. I am sorry 
that he has been lost to us for 
these many years.

$ $ $
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Israel: As I See It
Women’s roles expanding

By SAMSON KRUPNICK 
A recent Jewish Women's 

Conference on broadening the 
position of the woman within 
Jewish traditional obser­
vances and customs produced

much food for thought and 
possible rabbinic action.

Invited rabbinic speakers 
included Haifa Chief Rabbi 
Shear Yashuv Cohen, Rabbi 
Yuval Cherlow of Petah 
Tikvah, Rabbi Dov Berkowitz. 
and Bar Ilan University Presi­
dent Moshe Kaveh. These and 
other participants discussed 
openly the role of Jewish 
women, their halachic limita­
tions and the variations in cus­
toms as the centuries pro­
gressed. While these frank 
discussions were indicative of 
a deep desire on the part of 
women to increase their par­
ticipation in religious obser­
vances, from a practical view­
point a conference attended 
by only 1,000 cannot accom­
plish desired and/or attain­
able results. A followup is in 
order for a limited delegation 
to meet with a delegation of 
rabbis including Israel's Chief 
Rabbis Israel Meir Lau and 
Eliyahu Bakshi Doron. 
Changes in halacha and cus­
toms or both come slowly, but 
they do come eventually as 
they have through all the gen­
erations from Moshe 
Rabbeinu on Sinai to this day.

Historically, the Jewish 
woman was very frequently 
the dominating personality in 
the family and in society gen­
erally, even beginning with 
mother Eve and Adam. 
Mother Sarah dominated Fa­
ther Abraham, as directed by 
the Almighty Himself {"Kol 
usher tormr eilechu Surah, shma 
b'kolah" All that Sarah tells 
you must obey). The same 
was true with Mother Rivkah 
and Mothers Leah and Rachel.

Miriam the prophetess was 
responsible with her influence 
upon her father Amram to re­
sume family life and the birth 
of Moshe. Her vigil saved the 
life of the baby Moshe. In her 
merit the 5 million Jews in the 
desert had water for their 40-

year sojourn. Among the 
seven other prophetesses was 
the dominating character of 
the judge and leader Devorah, 
without whom General Barak 
refused to go to war.

In later periods Rachel, 
wife of Akivah "dominated" 
her husband to learn Torah 
and become the great Rabbi 
Akivah whose fame spread 
throughout the world. In the 
same generation the most bril­
liant of all our sages, Rabbi 
Meir, was "dominated" by his 
wife Bruriah, who was a great 
scholar in her own right. So on 
in Jewish history we find out- 
standing leaders, whose

wives or women in their own 
rights made an important 
mark in their societies, down 
to this generation with an out- 
standing Prime Minister 
Golde Meir and great scholars 
like Nechamah Leibowitz. 
The universities, and particu­
larly Bar Ilan University and 
Touro College, have provided 
opportunities for religious 
women to major in Judaica 
studies for many thousands 
who teach and engage in re­
search.

In groups and organiza­
tions Jewish women generally, 
and particularly religious 
women, have accomplished 
wonders in creating countless

opportunities to provide edu­
cational facilities and schools 
for special children, such as 
Amit Women and Emunah 
have done; and sponsored 
many "Chessed" (loving care 
and assistance) in every area 
of Jewish existence.

In Jerusalem alone there 
are more than 80 Chessed or­
ganizations, almost all run by 
women, such as Yad Eliezer, 
Sulam, Aleh, Bat Ami and 
many others. Religious 
women have branched out 
into national and political ar­
eas such as the Women in 
Green who have contributed 
greatly to the national inter­

ests. In synagogues, women 
auxiliary groups sponsor lec­
tures and study classes and 
are integral parts of syna­
gogue activities making the 
synagogue the center of com­
munal life in Israel and 
abroad.

The traditional role of the 
religious women to raise the 
children, and assure proper 
education for them has ex­
panded considerably, yet re­
mains the bedrock basis of 
Jewish existence much more 
so than the men of the house­
hold. Accordingly, the Torah 
and the Sages have recog­
nized this vital service to Ju­
daism and have exempted

women from the requirement 
to observe practical mitzvot 
(commands) that are con­
nected specifically with a time 
schedule, including special 
prayers, tfillin, Torah reading, 
Succah and the like.

The exemption is not a 
punishment. It is a recognition 
of the basic necessities of Jew­
ish life and a recognition of the 
women's role in preserving 
this life. Jewish women who 
wish to observe all these 
mitzvot without neglecting 
their basic roles are welcome 
to do so individually or in a 
group, including prayers, 
tfillin, and with a minyan of 
10 may conduct their services. 
There have been such services 
in Israel for many years. There 
are varied customs in mar­
riage ceremonies wherein

TORAH READER/HAZZAN SHENI/ 
SEXTON — Traditional Conservative 
congregation seeks Torah Reader/ 
Hazzan Sheni/Sexton. Please send re­

women play a larger role, 
among Sefardim particularly.

The two major problems 
that have confronted the sta­
tus of Jewish women are the 
"Agunah' (an abandoned 
women whose husband has 
not returned) and the require­
ment of the husband for giv­
ing a 'get” (divorce). The rab­
bis have dealt partially with 
both problems. Married army 
personnel may give their 
wives a get al tnai ( a condi­
tional divorce). For other dis­
appearances, one witness is 
enough to release a woman.

On the divorce issue a 
number of "influences" are 
permitted. Further, if there are 
no children, an annulment of 
the marriage releases the 
woman. We had an opportu- 

Continued on page 14

sume to Mr. Henry M. Goldberg, Presi­
dent, Temple Beth Shalom, 19140 Lyons 
Road, Boca Raton, FL 33434.

positions wanted

RABBI — seeks medium/smaller-size and activities. Box 2000, The Jewish 
congregation seeking growth, family-ori- Post, 238 S. Meridian St, Suite 502, In- 
ented warmth. Full service leadership dianapolis, IN 46225.

RABBI AND WIFE TEAM
experienced In building family participation, seeks small to medium- 
size metropolitan or suburban congregation that wants to grow. He; 
Smikha from Zalman Schachter-Shalomi and trained in pastoral coun­
seling (Ph.D.). She; Innovator and experienced teacher of 
VirtualHebrew (Torah and Prayerbook) for adults and children; and 
creator of TorahDrama participatory theatre for Shabbat services 
for children and adults. Both: Develop and teach creative programs 
to make learning meaningful and fun for children and adults at all 
levels of knowledge and observance. Lead traditional and liberal 
services, plus weekly children’s services, that are spirttuaily uplift­
ing and highly participatory. Skilled in community- and membership­
building. Willing to work for one salary. Available mid-2000. Respond 
to kharakim9jps.net

The traditional role of the religious 
women to raise the children, and assure 
proper education for them has expanded 
considerably, yet remains the bedrock 
basis of Jewish existence much more so 
than the men of the household. Accord­
ingly, the Torah and the Sages have rec­
ognized this vital service to Judaism and 
have exempted women from the require­
ment to observe practical mitzvot (com­
mands) that are connected specifically 
with a time schedule, including special 
prayers, tfillin, Torah reading, Succah 
and the like. The exemption is not a pun­
ishment. It is a recognition of the basic 
necessities of Jewish life and a recogni­
tion of the women’s role in preserving 
this life.
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Social Calendar
By Jean Herschaft

Barely moments after the vicious attack on the Jewish Com­
munity Center in Granada Hills, Calif., the Rabbinical Council 
of America with the Union of Orthodox Congregations ex­
pressed their outrage in communications to the media via fax.

Said Rabbi Kenneth Hain, president of RCA: "The civil 
rights of American citizens are being grossly abused. All of the 
violent attacks that have recently taken place in California and 
Chicago are acts that belie hatred and bigotry. The quality of 
life in American communities can be guaranteed only when 
our safety and security are protected."

Dr. Mandell I. Canchrow, OU president's statement echoed 
Rabbi Hain's sentiments: "OU is horrified at yet another vio­
lent, anti-Semitic and vicious attack." He called upon all law 
enforcement agencies to act immediately "to apprehend the 
perpetrators" not only of the Jewish targeted violence, but of 
"other minority communities... "

Hours later the media, who should be commended, gave 
full segment accounts of the tragedy in Granada and the hunt 
for the attacker. The following morning telecasts pictured the 
accused, a 50ish man who had ties to an anti-Semitic Nazi past. 
As the P-O went to press he awaited court action on a murder 
charge for th^ killing of a postal worker and other charges for 
his attack at >• fCC.

The victims at the JCC, small children, even those not physi­
cally hit, and their parents, remind us that the pages of history 
of Jewish sorrow are not only in the past. But government 
vigilence and protection are warranted by Jews and all Ameri­
cans in this land of the free.

Rabbi Marvin Hier of the Wiesenthal Center in Los Ange­
les, a fighter for Jewish rights, was seen on telecast news imme­
diately denouncing the attacker.

• • •

Ex-Israeli PM Netanyahu and his family are in the luxuri­
ous Hamptons of Long Island, N.Y., for the summer.

• • •

The life story of Bess Myerson, the first Jewish Miss America 
in 1945, is scheu uled to start reeling in September. Titled: Queen 
Bess, it is an unauthorized script giving the ups and downs in 
her life. Bess is not happy at the prospect, news reports state. 
Who are they considering to play the brunette beauty, now age 
75? Well, there are numbers: Meryl Streep, Sigourney Weaver, 
Glenn Close, and Jane Fonda are in the running.

Bess worked for magazines and TV quiz shows after win­
ning her crown, becoming the Big Apple's commissioner of 
consumer affairs in 1969. In 1977 she helped Ed Koch run for 
mayor and unsuccessfully sought the Democratic nomination 
for U.S. senator in 1980, before Koch appointed her commis­
sioner of cultural affairs. In 1987 she resigned her city post af­
ter serious problems in her private life made the headlines as a 
court case.

But, the good news is, and who knows if it will be in the 
film, she turhed to Lubavitch teachings and to support of that 
movement, as well as other Jewish groups including Israel 
Bonds and ADL. Bess was married to a Jewish bandleader, di­
vorced many years ago. She's the mother of one daughter who 
has made her a grandmom of one daughter who makes Shabbos, 
she tells us.

• • •

On July 15, the New York Philharmonic gave the American 
premiere of "Lament to Yitzhak" composed by Dov Seltzer, in 
memory of Prime Minister Rabin of Israel. The evening, which 
raised more than $300,000, benefited American Friends of the 
Yitzhak Rabin Center for Israel Studies, which is to be built in 
Tel Aviv. Both Leah Rabin, his widow, and Henry A. Kissinger 
spoke at the pre-concert reception at Avery Fisher Hall, in Lin­
coln Center.

• • •

Aug. 8 it was Play Ball for Jewish fans as the Jewish Com­
munity Relations Council hosted the METS Ball Game at Shea 
Stadium, which was a salute to Jewish Heritage Month with

Continued on page 14

One Woman’s Voice

Life through a lens
By MIRIAM ZIMMERMAN

Opening night at the San 
Francisco Jewish Film Festival 
(SFJFF) included a cham­
pagne reception with hors 
d'oeuvres, wine, strawberries

and chocolate truffles. Mayor 
Willie Brown welcomed a full 
Castro Theatre to enjoy "the 
Big One."

Festival director Janis 
Plotkin's pride in the 19th an­
nual SFJFF was evident in her 
comments to the eager crowd. 
"We are the first, she pro­
claimed, the biggest, the 
best..."

The opening night film, 
"After the End of the World," 
reflected the vitality of Jewish 
culture in the Balkans, illustra­
tive of the festival theme of 
Jewish diversity around the 
world. The program notes 
summarized this film: Berto, 
a world-famous Israeli scholar 
of Byzantine history, flies back 
to his native Bulgaria for a 
conference. There, he encoun­
ters Araxi, his long-lost Arme­
nian childhood sweetheart.

Berto is a widower but 
Araxi is still married. They 
reminisce about their child­
hood memories amidst a mi­
lieu of Gypsies, Turks, Jews, 
Greeks, Armenians, and eth­
nic Bulgarians. I wondered if 
it had been chosen as the 
opening night film because of 
its relevance to the peoples 
fighting in the former Yugo­
slavia.

These communities lived 
together in relative harmony 
before World War II. As the 
lovers' relationship renews it­
self, the bittersweet past rever­
berates in the events of the 
present. I enjoyed the movie 
in spite of the credulity­
stretching scene with a lady of 
the night entertaining the lo­
cal rabbi. Orthodox priest, and 
mullah altogether in the alto­
gether.

Filmmaker Ivan Nitchev 
and his wife engaged the 
crowd after the showing, an­
swering questions. A coterie 
of Bulgarians in the audience 
expressed their appreciation 
of the film. Nitchev, unlike

filmmaker Didi Danquart, 
kept his rendezvous with the 
SFJFF audience.

Danquart, director of 
"Viehjud Levi" (Jew-boy 
Levi), decided to remain at the 
Jerusalem Film Festival rather 
than trek to San Francisco. 
Can't say that I blame him. 
Festival Director Janis Plotkin 
assured the audience that next 
year there would be no time 
conflict between the two fes­
tivals. This movie is a 1999 
Berlin Film Festival Caligari 
Award winner for innovation.

"Viehjud Levi" is about 
how the spirit of Nazism af­
fects a small farming village in

the Black Forest in 1935. Levi 
is an itinerant cattle trader, 
peddler and Jew who yearly 
visits this remote Black Forest 
valley. He is in love with 
Farmer Horger's lovely 
daughter Lisbeth. "Viehjud" 
is an old derogatory German 
word for a Jew in the cattle 
trade.

This time, the government 
in Berlin has sent a young en­
gineer with a team of men to 
undertake a major railway re­
pair. The interlopers bring 
with them racist epithets and 
a menacing brutality that af­
fects all the villagers. What 
was particularly chilling to see 
was how, one by one, the vil­
lagers turn against Levi, the

only Jew in their midst.
Levi is a particularly 

charming, warm and caring 
young man who loves ani­
mals. His constant companion 
is Jonkel, a very tame pet rab­
bit who rides with Levi on 
motorbike, truck, or horse- 
drawn buggy, depending on 
Levi's pecuniary success. One 
by one, the villagers, includ­
ing Lisbeth's father, who will 
no longer sell cattle to Levi, 
abandon Levi. Finally, only 
Lisbeth will stand up for him 
against the Nazi engineer and 
his team of thugs. She is ap­
palled at the change in the vil­
lagers and her boyfriend Paul

begins to fall out of her favor 
as she gets in touch with her 
love for Levi.

I found the depiction of 
how basically good people 
could be so quickly infected 
by Nazi ideology authentic 
and chilling. Documentaries 
of the Nazi era portray many 
images of Jewish persecution 
in ghettoes and big cities, but 
I have not seen any of small 
town rural life. As a small 
town Jew myself, I identified 
with the townspeople por­
trayed in this film. I was grate­
ful that this film, although 
painful to watch, filled in 
some important information 
gaps for me.

Continued on page 14

Berto is a widower but Araxi is still 
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childhood memories amidst a milieu of 
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the peoples fighting in the former Yugo­
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Why?
By ARLENE PECK

By now we've all been hor­
rified with the pictures of the 
carnage from that Nazi, 
Buford Furrow.

What he did in that quiet

middle-class community in 
the Granada Hills Jewish 
Community Center will long 
be remembered. I cried when 
I saw those tiny pre-schoolers 
being led out of the center by 
the police in a line. Even more 
so when I witnessed the am­
bulances taking away the 
baby, teenage girl and senior 
woman. But, the most poi­
gnant reaction I believe was in 
a simple cartoon in the LA 
Times of a very small girl 
holding a policeman's hand 
and innocently looking up 
and saying "Why?"

What does it take to be 
safe? What kind of coward 
would shoot up a community 
center full of children? Hor­
rible to think what kind of 
mind would carry out a hate 
crime against children!

I am sure there were many 
like myself who had flash­
backs of the days when they 
sent their babies for a day to a 
summer day camp. The fran­
tic parents who flocked to the 
JCC could have been any of 
us. But, it wasn't just anyone 
this evil gunman was after, it 
was Jews. He had already 
cased the Museum of Toler­
ance, the Skirball Museum 
and the University of Judaism 
and thought them too heavily 
guarded. So, by chance he 
found the quiet off-the-beaten 
path center in the San 
Fernando Valley.

I was happy to see that the 
concern from the city, nation 
and even our president was 
swift. The news constantly fol­
lowed the story and the FBI, 
police chief, mayor and gov­
ernor were on the scene decry­
ing the incident. It came at a 
time when there has been a 
growing concern over the pro­
liferation of hate speech on the 
Internet.

The porn sites were bad 
enough, but now I'm con­
cerned more about the hate

sites. The Simon Wiesenthal 
Center in Los Angeles has 
documented in a recent study 
that there are over 1,400 hate 
sites. Disgustingly enough, 
there are even children's page 
sites filled with games, birth­
day greetings for white chil­
dren and a "History of the 
White Race" that rebuts the 
"lies of black supremacists." 
Funny how it takes something 
as horrible as an attack on in­
nocent children to bring the 
trail of terror to the forefront 
of the nation's conscience. Al­
though, the radio shock shows 
were filled with hateful rheto­
ric about the Jews and their 
imagined crimes. Thank G-d

same day that our newspa­
pers were filled with the 
scenes of the terror at the day 
school, I noticed that an Arab 
had wounded 11 Israeli sol­
diers. He had intentionally 
driven his car into a bus stop 
in Jerusalem. Of course, this 
wasn't big enough news to 
warrant front page and was 
buried in the back section 
somewhere. The crazies who 
do their shooting at children 
in the U.S. don't even have the 
excuse that they are fighting 
for a cause. They can and do 
fill their garages and vans 
with guns, bullets and explo­
sives. How can we feel safe 
when our random violence

A cancer is in our midst while the 
power of the gun lobby is dominant. The 
line in the sand must be drawn. If we 
want to be the moral model for the world, 
then we should make serious changes,. 
Who knows? Maybe some good can come 
out of such stupid destruction. There 
now seems to be a nationwide drum beat 
for national gun control. The latest polls 
show that more than 75 percent of the 
population are in favor of that. Maybe 
for once the people can show more power 
than the National Rifle Association, 
which seems to control the politicians 
who make the laws.

the pope absolved us of kill­
ing Christ or that would have 
been the forefront of the after­
noon commuting hour con­
versations.

Maybe it's just the fact that 
this form of terrorism is new 
to our country that makes the 
reaction so sympathetic. A 
hate crime in our backyard is 
not to be tolerated. When a 
dysfunctional loser, such as 
Furrow and the rest of his ilk 
are, commits such a crime, the 
penalties are swift. They are 
sick, evil beings and presented 
as such. Yet, when the same 
thing happens in Israel by 
Arab terrorists as it has on 
numerous occasions, these 
vile terrorists are presented as 
guerrilla freedom fighters.

Israelis live daily with such 
actions. In fact, on the very

has turned out a plague?
A cancer is in our midst 

while the power of the gun 
lobby is dominant. The line in 
the sand must be drawn. If we 
want to be the moral model 
for the world, then we should 
make serious changes,.

Who knows? Maybe some 
good can come out of such 
stupid destruction. There now 
seems to be a nationwide 
drum beat for national gun 
control. The latest polls show 
that more than 75 percent of 
the population are in favor of 
that. Maybe for once the 
people can show more power 
than the National Rifle Asso­
ciation, which seems to con­
trol the politicians who make 
the laws.

The people who survived
Continued on next page

Continued from page 9 
goal, the elimination of Judaism 
in particular and of religion in 
general, it was not to be sup­
ported.

The problem, as he framed 
it, was how to order society so 
that religion would vanish. In 
the case of Judaism, he reflected 
the deeply ingrained view 
among German intellectuals 
that Jews were an arrogant 
people, characterized by a reli­
gion of materialism, and that 
typical Jewish activities were 
usury and economic exploita­
tion.

Marx equates Judaism with 
these elements of bourgeois so­
ciety. Eliminate the appropriate 
"social elements" and Judaism 
will collapse. Marx indulges in 
a lengthy tirade in which he ig­
nores the sweep of Jewish his­
tory and Jewish religiosity, and 
especially the real conditions of 
the overwhelming mass of con­
temporary Jewry, in order to 
reduce Judaism to a slogan, the 
traditional method of the anti- 
Semite.

"What is the profane basis of 
Judaism? Practical need, self-in­
terest. What is the worldly cult 
of the Jew? Huckstering. What 
is his worldly God? Money... 
an organization of society 
which would abolish... the 
very possibility of huckstering, 
would make the Jew impos­
sible. His religious conscious­
ness would evaporate like some 
insipid vapor... "

"We discern in Judaism, 
therefore, a universal anti-so­
cial element of the present time, 
whose historical development, 
zealously aided in its harmful 
aspects by the Jews has now 
attained its culminating point, 
a point at which it must neces­
sarily begin to disintegrate."

"In the final analysis, the 
emancipation of the Jews is the 
emancipation of mankind from 
Judaism... the Jew who is 
merely tolerated in Vienna, for 
example, determines the fate of 
the whole empire by his finan­
cial power. The Jew, who may 
be entirely without rights in the 
smallest German state decides 
the destiny of Europe."

"The practical Jewish spirit 
has become the practical spirit 
of the Christian nations. The 
Jews have emancipated them­
selves insofar as the Christians 
have become Jews... Money is 
the jealous god of Israel, beside 
which no other god may exist... 
The god of the Jews has been 
secularized... the bill of ex­
change is the real god of the 
Jew... The chimerical national­

ity of the Jew is the nationality 
of the trader, and above all of 
the financier."

"As soon as society succeeds 
in abolishing the empirical es­
sence of Judaism — 
huckstering and its conditions 
— the Jew becomes impos­
sible."

Marx ends his diatribe by 
repeating his slogan, "The so­
cial emancipation of the Jew is 
the emancipation of society 
from Judaism." He offers his 
Jewish comrades and those 
comrades to follow the oppor­
tunity to save the world by ef­
facing themselves from it.

• • •

There are common features 
in the Jewish experience of each 
of these men of genius. They 
each shared a rich Jewish heri­
tage, not through their fathers, 
but through their grandfathers, 
and beyond. The fathers had 
abandoned Orthodoxy, and in 
the cases of Disraeli, Marx, and 
Mendelssohn, had arranged the 
conversion of their children 
with complete cynicism. There 
was no pretense that Christian 
doctrine played the slightest 
role, the Christian education of 
these children coming after 
their conversion. Heine was no 
less cynical. During their life­
times, this quartet of Christian 
Jews each had close associa­
tions with Jews, family mem­
bers, colleagues, and friends. 
And they each endured anti- 
Semitic slurs. They knew from 
whence they came. All of this 
they shared in common.

But they carried their Jewish 
"baggage" differently.

Heine went through various 
stages of Jewish denial and ac­
ceptance, finally accepting a 
personal, thoroughly Jewish 
God. Disraeli, throughout his 
life, was a loyal practicing 
Christian, but proudly identi­
fied himself racially as a Jew. He 
praised Jews, but he claimed 
that Christianity as an out­
growth of Judaism was a higher 
level to which the Jew ought to 
aspire. Mendelssohn also ac­
cepted his Christianity, but, 
unlike Disraeli, wore it lightly; 
surrounded by family and 
friends, mainly Jews or con­
verts like himself, he thought of 
himself as a secular Jew. And 
Marx treated Jews with anti- 
Semitic contempt, but, then as 
Carl Schurz noted, Marx was 
generous in doling out con­
tempt.

Milton Kerker is professor of 
chemistry emeritus at Clarkson 
University, Potsdam, N.Y.

(reprintedfrom Midstream)
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sary of the liberation of 
Auschwitz. (The Forward).

Yiddish at Oxford

Oxford University, in En­
gland, houses an annual sum­
mer program in Yiddish. In 
that same school conferences 
on Yiddish take place thanks 
to the generosity of a Texas

Sermonics
By RABBI SAMUEL SILVER

A man fell asleep during 
the service. The minister 
asked his wife to wake him. 
Said she: "You put him to 
sleep. You wake him."

After the sermon a woman 
gushed: "Pastor, your sermon 
was a dream."

During the sermon a man 
walked out. After the service 
the minister asked his wife 
whether he was ill. "No," she 
replied. "He always walks in 
his sleep."

During the sermon one 
man snored so loud he woke 
up the whole row.

Said a woman after the ser­
vice, "Reverend, your sermon 
was wonderful. I woke up 
from it refreshed."

Hear about the deacon 
who could never fall asleep 
unless he heard his pastor's 
voice?

What occurred when the 
sermon was over? The Great 
Awakening.

Said the woman: "Rever­
end, you're a blessing. For

philanthropist. Jack
Friedman.

At a July conference a New 
York Yiddish writer, Yoni Fein, 
held forth. The opening sum­
mer session featured a "Yid­
dish cabaret," with two Israeli 
singers, Leah Koenig and 
Arona Rothberg, singing 
Yiddishized versions of songs 
by Edith Piaf, Berthold Brecht 
and others.

forty years I've suffered from 
insomnia. No doctor could get 
me to shut my eyes. As soon 
as you opened your mouth, I 
was cured!"

"I'll bet you forgot me," 
said a man to the minister he 
hadn't seen for years. Said the 
minister, "I'll take half that 
bet." Said the man: "How 
could you forget me? When­
ever you preached I was in the 
front row." Said the minister: 
"Close your eyes." The mo­
ment he did he recognized 
him.

Hear about the minister 
who was elected honorary 
president of the society of an­
esthesiology?

Said the minister's wife: 
"Our son can't fall asleep. Go, 
preach to him."

Caught speeding, the min­
ister said to the trooper, 
"Don't fine me too much I'm 
just a poor preacher." Said the 
trooper, "I know. I've heard 
you."

The ladies are part of the 
cast of the Israeli Yiddish 
troupe, Habimah. On hand 
were students from South Af­
rica, South America, the U.S., 
Russia, England, etc. (The For­
ward).

Stanford's stacks

The library of California's 
Stanford University has a 
large collection of Yiddish and 
Hebrew writings. It has a new 
curator. He is Zachariah 
Becker, who for many years 
was the librarian for YIVO 
(the Yiddish Scientific Insti­
tute) in New York. The staff of 
YIVO tendered him a tearful 
farewell as they cited the mar­
velous work he did for the In-

Peck
Continued from prev. page 

the Hitlers and the concentra­
tion camps will survive the 
Buford Furrows of the world. 
But, all I can do when I see 
such evil is to ask like that 
little girl in the cartoon, 
"Why?"

(Arlene Peck can be reached 
at 3115 Ocean Front Walk, Suite 
201, Marina del Key, CA 90292 
or by e-mail:
BSTREDHEAD@aol.com)

Krupnick
Continued from page 11 

nity to discuss these matters 
with the Bostoner Rebbe who 
endorsed discussions with re­
ligious women for a broader 
understanding of the role of 
Jewish women.

(Samson Krupnick may be 
reached at 22 Pinsker, Jerusalem 
92228, Israel) e-mail krupnick® 
netvisin. Net.il)

stitute. (The Forward)

Mercy for penitents
The warm-up to the High 

Holidays is the month of Elul 
(which comes before Tishrei 1, 
Rosh Hashanah). During Elul 
the shofar is sounded; people 
prepare for the task of peni­
tence. Traditionalists are con­
cerned as to whether the Al­
mighty will accept their 
prayers.

So some sages assured the 
faithful that the Lord is mer­
ciful. To dramatize that assur­
ance they said that the letters 
which make up the word, 
Elul; Alef, lamed, vav, lamed 
stand for "Anee I'dodee v'dodee 
lee," "I am my beloved's and 
my beloved is mine." Those

Zimmerman
Continued from page 12
"Yom Yom" (Day after 

Day) concluded the festival. 
"Yom Yom" is an existential 
comedy about a half-Arab, 
half-Jewish Israeli from Haifa. 
He is Mussa to his Palestinian 
father, Moshe to his mother 
and Mosh to his friends.

Tragicomic episodes in the 
life of Mosh's half-Jewish, 
half-Palestinian family mirror 
daily reality in Haifa. Mosh's 
father is an Israeli Arab who 
must decide whether to sell 
his family's ancestral land to 
a super-modern Israeli mall. 
This question preoccupies the 
characters and reveals the 
complexity of their relation­
ships.

However, I do not recom­
mend this almost porno­
graphic film. The director 
placed his girlfriend at a com­
puter overlooking some of the 
scenes with no relationship to 
the other characters or even 
the plot. The add on of this 
annoying rather than intrigu­
ing character along with the 
gratuitous sex scenes made 
the film a bore to watch. In­
stead of "Day after Day," a 
better title would be "Hour 
aftgr Hour."

I chose "Yom Yom" be­
cause of its Israeli-Palestinian 
theme. In recent years, I have 
become interested in how in-

Herschaft

words are in the Biblical Song 
of Songs, which was inter­
preted as being a love song 
between the Almighty and the 
Jewish people.

Others said that the letters 
in the word Elul represent a 
passage from the Book of 
Esther, in which, after the 
downfall of Haman, the Jews 
are told to stage celebrations. 
Those celebrations should in­
clude "Gifts from one another 
and also to the poor." The im­
plication is that one way of 
winning divine favor is to give 
zedakah, that is gifts to the 
poor. (H. Manyevsky, in the 
Forward).

Sam Silver may be reached at 
15436 Strathearn Dr., Delray 
Beach, FL 33446.

dividual Israelis and Arabs 
can make a difference in the 
peace process. After the troops 
withdraw, people remain. Ul­
timately, whether in Israel or 
the Balkans, it is the various 
ethnicities living inclose prox­
imity to one another who en­
sure that peace continues.

The festival included three 
world premiers and seven 
U.S. premieres. Many of the 
filmmakers or actors were on 
hand after screenings to dis­
cuss their work. In addition to 
37 films from 13 countries, this 
year's Website, www.sfjff.org, 
contains a downloadable ver­
sion of the Festival Guide, ad­
ditional photos, bios and in­
formation about the filmmak­
ers, and particularly helpful, 
programs arranged by theme.

This year, the SFJFF spread 
to the UC Theatre in Berkeley, 
to the Park Theatre in Menlo 
Park, and to the Rafael Film 
Center in San Rafael, Marin 
County. Thus, almost the en­
tire Bay Area had convenient 
access to these films.

If you don't live in North­
ern California but are inter­
ested in Jewish film or wish to 
start your own Jewish film fes­
tival, call the San Francisco 
Jewish Film Festival at 415- 
552-3378 or visit the SFJFF 
website at www.sfjff.org. It's 
the big one.

Mystery Person

Do you kr who?
\
n

• The Mystery Person has held a number of 1| '
positions in his present occupation but is not | /
even included in Who’s Who in World Jewry. ^ j
• The Mystery Person won a Pulitzer Prize. '
• The Mystery Person is a newspaperman. * ^
• The Mystery Person's column appears almost daily.
• The Mystery Person is a columnist for the daily paper where he has been working for 56 years.

All Mystery Persons are limited to North American Jews. Winners of the Mystery Person contest will 
receive a two-month subscription, the equivalent of $8 if not a subscriber, or, if a subscriber, a two- 
month extension of their subscription. Once appearing in the contest, that same individual will not be 
repeated as a Mystery Person. All correct answers are considered winners, not only the first received.

Continued from page 12
musical numbers — favorites that spell Yiddish and Israel. Of 
course, there were many glatt kosher vendors with food de­
lights to make the afternoon perfect, in spite of less than fantas­
tic weather that Sunday.

Gedale B. Norowitz is president of JCRC and Michael S. 
Miller, executive vice-president. Abe Biderman is secretary and 
Ronald Weiner is treasurer.
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