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Jennifer Hudson wins the Oscar

Golden Globe, SAG and Academy
Award winning actress
Jennifer Hudson

LL Cool J to host 38th
NAACP Image Awards

Superstar LL Cool J will
host this year's NAACP
Image Awards actitivities.

BALTIMORE, Md.-
Multi-platinum mega-
star LL Cool J will host

Former American Idol third season
seventh-place finisher Jennifer Hudson
came up a winner at Sunday night's 79th
Academy Awards ceremony, winning the
best supporting actress Oscar award for
her Dreamgirls performance.

"Oh my God... | just have to take this
moment in, | can not believe this — look
what God can do,” Hudson said as she
tearfully accepted the award for her por-
trayal of powerhouse singer Effie White
in director Bill Condon's critically-
acclaimed film adaptation of Broadway's
Dreamgirls musical. "If my grandmoth-
er... | didn't think I was gonna win, but
wow, [if] my grandmother was here to
see me now."

"She was my biggest inspiration for
everything because she was a singer and
she had the passion for it but she never
had the chance, and that was the thing
that pushed me forward to continue but

continued on page 12

By Staff Writer

Before opening her

the 38th NAACP Image own business in down-

Awards, which will air
live beginning at 8 p.m.
on March 2 (8 p.m.
ET/PT) on FOX,
Vicangelo Bulluck,
executive producer of
the telecast, has said.
“We are pleased and
honored to have LL
Cool J host our first live
telecast,” said Bulluck.
“His humor, intelli-
gence and incredible

continued on page 20

town Muncie last year,
Jeannine Lee Lake was a
newspaper reporter cov-
ering everything from
criminal justice to county
government.
Occasionally, she
would write stories about
people who opened their
own businesses, and
would wonder if she too
would one day become an
entrepreneur herself. In
June 2005, she did just
that, opening Grandma

charming
diner that featured a vari- sundaes as well as home-
Betty’s Ice Cream Shop, a ety of ice cream treats
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Forest Whitaker wins
Oscar for Idi Amin role

Academy Award winner Forest Whitaker

See FOREST on page 3

Grandma Betty’s moving to Village
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Jeannine Lee Lake owner of Grandma Betty’s

downtown such as shakes, malts, and

continued on page 4
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EDITORIAL

Academic

The other day, CNN's
Paula Zahn had a program
about black children, the
program showed that
some black kids "dumb
down" because they are
afraid of being accused of
acting white. The premise
of the argument is that
some black kids are afraid
of doing well in school
because they labor under
the misapprehension that
only white kids are sup-
posed to excel scholasti-
cally.

They grow up
afraid to live up to their
potential because they
fear to be ostracized and
isolated when they get
good grades in school, so

success IS not synonymous with acting white

they focus more on being
accepted by their peers,
rather than being all they
can be. That is a sad state
of affairs.

It means we now have
kids who measure their
status not in how well
they can succeed, but in
how successful they are at
hiding their potential so
they can remain popular
with their peers. That is a
pathetic state of affairs. It
means those of our kids
who have the potential to
be leaders in law, medi-
cine, business, academia
and other fields take pride
in doing the least that they
can to get by. Instead of
aiming for grades such as

A's and B's, they settle for
C's and D's and even F's.
Their potential is stunted.
Their ability to enter
the best schools in the
country is  impeded.
Instead of trying to show
how smart they are, they
settle for mediocrity.
They refuse to stand out.
They do not want to be in
honor's  classes, to be
valedictorians. They do
not want to graduate with
honors. They do not want
their classmates, school-
mates, friends  and
acquaintances know that
they are good students.
They would rather sac-
rifice their futures for
Immediate  acceptance

LETTER POLICY

The Muncie Times accepts and
publishes “Letters to the Editor”
under the following conditions:

*The letter must indicate the
writer's name, address and
phone number where the writer
can be reached during the day.
Addresses and phone numbers
will not be published.

«If the writer wishes the letter to
be published under a pseudo-

nym, that wish will be honored.
However, the writer’s full par-
ticulars must be included in the
letter along with the suggested
pseudonym.

oL etters must be brief, preferably
no more than 300 words long
and should, if possible, be typed
and double-spaced. Hand-writ-
ten letters will also be accepted.

*The editor reserves the right to

edit all letters for brevity, accu-
racy, taste, grammar and libel.

*All correspondence should be
addressed to: The Editor, The
Muncie Times, 1304 N.
Broadway, Muncie, IN 47303.

eUnsolicited manuscripts will
only be returned if the writer
includes a self-addressed,
stamped envelope with correct
package.
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now. It is time to reverse
that attitude. It is baloney.
It is nonsense to buy into
the myth that succeeding
academically means one
iIs "acting white." Where
is the research that shows
that black kids are sup-
posed to be dumb? There
IS no such research. There
IS nothing that says
African Americans are
naturally dumb or inca-
pable of succeeding acad-
emically. It's time our
kids stop buying into that
nonsense.

A few African
Americans will succeed
in life because of their
prowess in basketball,
baseball, boxing, football,
as musicians, models,
actors and actresses.
More power to them.
Unfortunately opportuni-
ties in those fields are
very limited. That means
most of them are going to
have to survive because
of their brains or brawn or
both. They will have to
work hard to succeed in
life.

For many of them, the
only path to upward
social mobility will come
from academic success. A
college degree (or two or
three) will at least ensure
that they will be able to
compete for good paying
jobs. Without such an
education, their futures
will be bleak and brutish.
The choice is simple,
except for those who may
choose to pursue extrale-
gal or antisocial paths.

So, the challenge for
African American stu-
dents is to boldly and

loudly reject the myth that
academic success means
acting white. As parents
and as a community, we
should work with our
children and encourage
them to pursue academic
excellence as a path to a
greater and better future.
We should let our chil-
dren know, from the
beginning, that we want
them to be the best they
can be. We should be
encouraging them, look-
ing over their homework,
reading with them, instill-
ing in them the impor-
tance or a good education
and doing well in the
classroom.

It is important to
reward them and offer
them incentives when
they do well and also
offer disincentives when
they do not measure up to
our standards. We need to
instill in them the view
that academic success has
nothing to do with acting
white. We should want
them to disdain academic
failure for themselves and
also in remembrance of
those who fought and
died so they could have a
shot at attending and
graduating from the best
schools in the community.
That should be our goal
and our collective ambi-
tion for our young people.
They need to know that
they can do, they can suc-
ceed, they can be good
students—without fear of
being stuck with the label
that they are trying to act
white.
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Forest Whitaker won the
Academy Award for best
actor on Sunday for a crit-
ically hailed performance
as Ugandan ruler Idi
Amin in "The Last King
of Scotland," beating out
74-year-old screen legend
Peter O'Toole.

Whitaker, the hulking,
Texas-born character
actor who gained 50
pounds to play Amin and
dazzled critics with his
portrayal of the mercurial,
brutal dictator, won the
Oscar on his first-ever
nomination.

The 45-year-old actor's
menacing performance
earned him the award
over sentimental favorite
O'Toole, the British veter-
an of stage and screen

who has never won
despite eight nomina-
tions.

The clearly emotional
Whitaker took several
long breaths, his Oscar
statue in hand, before pro-
nouncing himself "over-
whelmed" by the award
and pulling out a prepared
speech.

"When | was a kid the
only way | saw movies
was from the backseat of
my family's car at the
drive-in," Whitaker said.
"It wasn't my reality to
think | would be acting in
movies, so receiving this
honor tonight tells me it is
possible,” he said. "It is
possible for a kid from
East Texas, raised in
South Central L.A. and
Carson who believes in
his dreams, commits him-
self to them with his
heart, to touch them and
to have them happen."

The actor, who had won
a Golden Globe for the
performance, said he had

felt good going into the
Academy Awards.

"l wasn't sure what was
going to happen tonight
but | thought something
magical was going to hap-
pen," Whitaker said back-
stage after receiving the
award. "Because | could
feel the breath on my
neck and the tingling on
my body. For me it is like
my ancestors speaking to
me and they are saying to
me, 'We are with you."

O'Toole, who was first
nominated for a best actor
Oscar in 1963 for
"Lawrence of Arabia,"
was in the running this
year for playing an aging
actor who falls for a
young woman in "Venus."

Also nominated were
Leonardo DiCaprio for
"Blood Diamond,” Ryan
Gosling as an inner-city
school teacher with a drug
habit in "Half Nelson,"

and Will Smith as a strug-
gling salesman who ends
up homeless with his son

in "The Pursuit of
HappYness."
Whitaker has said

Amin was one of his
toughest roles, which he
prepared for by interview-
ing Amin's siblings, for-
mer members of his gov-
ernment and even victims
of his regime. Amin died
in 2003. He also darkened
his skin tone for the part
and learned to speak a
Swahili dialect.

"l tried to understand
what happened to him as
a kid. You start covering
them up with the dark
things, of course, but you
start out with this little
child. Slowly, slowly it
gets covered up by all the
monstrous things,"” he
said on Sunday.

Whitaker made his film
debut as a high school
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football player in the
1982 teen comedy "Fast
Times at Ridgemont

High" and gained notice
four years later as a pool
shark in "The Color of
Money."

He has made a career of
playing gentle giant roles,
including a G.l. named
Big Harold in Oliver
Stone's "Platoon” and a
kidnapped British soldier
in Neil Jordan's "The
Crying Game."

Forrest Whitaker Bio

Forest Whitaker got
into college on a football
scholarship, but upon
transferring to the
University of Southern
California, he majored in
music - winning two
more scholarships in that
field. Still another schol-
arship, this one set up by
Sir John Gielgud, came
Whitaker's way when he
entered the drama pro-
gram at Berkeley. A sea-
soned stage veteran at 21,
the baby-faced Whitaker
appeared in his first film,
Fast Times at Ridgemont
High, in 1982, coinciden-
tally making his debut in
the role of a football play-
er.

Four years later,
Whitaker attracted critical
attention in the role of the
hulking young pool play-
er who flummoxes Fast
Eddie Felson  (Paul
Newman) in The Color of
Money (1986). He was
subsequently selected by
director Clint Eastwood
for the prize role of jazz
great Charlie "Bird"
Parker in Bird (1988),
which won him the Best
Actor award at Cannes. In
1992, Whitaker gained
true fame for his role as a

captured British soldier
whose prior relationship
with the mysterious Dil
(Jaye Davidson) catalyzes
the plot of The Crying
Game). The role proved
to be Whitaker's true
breakthrough, and he
went on to work steadily
throughout the rest of the
decade in films of almost
every possible genre. For
Robert Altman's
galumphing fashion epic
Pret-A-Porter (1994), the
actor portrayed a fashion
designer who has a tryst
with  fellow designer
Richard E. Grant; the sci-
fi thriller Species (1995)
featured him as an empath
on the trail of an alien,
while in Smoke (1995),
Wayne Wang's fine adap-
tation of several Paul
Auster stories, Whitaker
portrayed an errant father
confronted by his long-
unseen son. He ended the
century by portraying the
title character in Jim
Jarmusch's Ghost Dog:
The Way of the Samurai
(1999), and began the
21st century by starring,
appropriately enough, in
the futuristic action film
Battleship Earth (2000).
In addition to his work in
front of the camera,
Whitaker has also stepped
behind it. In 1995, he
made his feature director-
lal debut with Waiting to
Exhale, the popular adap-
tation of Terry
McMillan's novel of the
same name. Three years
later, he was at the helm
of Hope Floats, another
melodrama starring
Sandra Bullock as a
woman who moves back
to her Texas hometown
after discovering her hus-
band's infidelity.
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continued from page 1

made cakes, brownies and
pies. Named after her
mother, the late Betty Jean
Lee, Grandma Betty’s was
well-received by down-
town patrons, with many
children and youth com-
ing in with parents and
grandparents to grab
something for their sweet
tooths.

The shop also featured a
light lunch menu, with
hamburgers, hot dogs, deli
sandwiches and salads
made fresh to order. Lake
- who ran the shop with
her two sons, Charles and
Layton - was pleased with
her first two years, saying
that her ultimate business
partner - God - was the
reason she was able to
stay afloat while other
downtown businesses -
including the Walnut at
the Crossing - closed
within a few months of
opening. Currently on tar-
get to move into The
Village near the Ball State
University campus.
Grandma Betty’s will fea-
ture extended catering
opportunities, a full
kitchen and portable ice
cream dipping cabinets for
outside events.

“We’re thrilled to be mov-
ing to the Ball State
University area and are
looking forward to serving
this new student clien-
tele,” said Lake.
“Downtown Muncie had
been steadily growing in
the months before we
arrived, but in the 18
months that we were
there, it began losing key
elements, from the
Roberts Hotel to restau-
rants like Mezzaluna and
the Judge’s Chamber.

“We wanted to try and
wait until some of the
soon-coming construction

happened in hopes that we
would see an upturn, but
some of those things are
still way down the road,”
she said, referring to a
planned roundabout near
Walnut and Mulberry
Streets. “Our downtown
customers were truly a
pleasure to serve, but in
terms of a business move,
we had to make the
change in a timely manner
that would benefit us in
the long run.

“We’re hoping that
our customers follow us to
The Village area, and that
new customers come as
well.”

One of the people who
Lake said helped her in
countless ways was fellow
entrepreneur Carl Kizer,
who has owned Kizer’s
Carpet Care for over two
decades. A community
activist involved in Big
Brothers Big Sisters and
other youth programs,
Kizer would often come
into Grandma Betty’s and
dispense some much-
needed advice while
downing his favorite: a
plain chocolate shake, no
whipped cream.

Kizer told Lake three
major points that she tried
to embody as an African-
American businesswoman
in Muncie - advice that
she’s treasured and held
tightly to in good times
and in bad.

“The first thing he told me
was to work hard myself,
and to be the example to
everyone else when it
came to being on time,
giving 100 percent and
being nice to customers,”
she said. “The second
thing he told me was that
most customers won'’t
care what color you are as
long as you give them
good service and a good
product. Finally, he told

me to help others whenev-
er you can, because God
will bless you while
you’re trying to help
someone else. He was so
right.”

Another person who
influenced Lake was Bea
Moten-Foster, publisher
of The Muncie Times.
Besides helping Lake
through a plethora of
word-of-mouth advertis-
ing and countless refer-
rals, Foster emphasized
the importance of being
professional at all times,
whether tired or stressed.
She also said hiring good
people in front and behind
the counter was also
Important, saying that a
team of dedicated, trust-
worthy employees is vital
to a small business.

To that end. Lake has

tried her best to hire peo-
ple who identified them-
selves as Christians, seek-
ing to blend her values
and vision with those who
work for her.
“One of the things that
Mrs. Foster taught me was
that your employees really
need to value your busi-
ness, too, and that they
need to be people you can
trust with your reputa-
tion,” she said. “God real-
ly blessed us in that way
and brought people into
my path that really cared
about my goals, and want-
ed to make Grandma
Betty’s look as profession-
al as possible.”

Those on the Grandma
Betty team were Ashley
and NikKki Musick,
Cameron Allen, Terrence
(TJ) Trotter, Charmain
Berry, Elizabeth Johnson,
and Prince Thomas.
Trotter and Berry - moth-
er and son from Gary,
Indiana - helped imple-
ment Grandma Betty’s
“Soul Food Sundae”

menu, which featured a
variety of items such as
fried chicken, greens,
macaroni and cheese,
sweet potatoes, peach cob-
bler, and gumbo shrimp
and fried rice. The season-
al “Soul Food Sunday”
offerings eventually led to
various holiday parties at
the diner, and also to
catering jobs with groups
such as Motivate Our
Minds, Muncie Indiana
Transit System (MITYS),
Muncie Black Expo, vari-
ous committees from the
Altrusa literacy group, and
a 400-person dinner for
The Magic City Music
Men.

Lake said Downtown
Development  provided
support as well, with help-
ful ideas from Ken
Hughes, Cheryl Crowder
and other downtown mer-
chants like Tom Steiner
and “everyone down at
White River Landing.”
The  Muncie-Delaware
Chamber of Commerce
administrator Bruce
Baldwin was also helpful,
Lake said, approving a
loan to purchase a refrig-
erator, stove and other
restaurant equipment.

“So many people have
helped us along the way,
which is why we have
been able to stay in busi-
ness thus far,” Lake said.
“One of the things |
learned myself was that
many of my employees
also want to go into busi-
ness themselves. | started
out helping a friend build
his business, and | feel
that God blessed me
because of that.”

One of the ways that Lake
is trying to help other
potential entrepreneurs is
through the East Central
Indiana Minority Business
Council, which meets rou-
tinely to discuss the issues

that minorities often face
when starting a business.
Trotter, who eventually
wants to own his own bar-
beque joint, is among
those who have attended
ECIMBC meetings.
Having taken business
courses at Purdue
University, he’s used his
experience at Grandma
Betty’s to pursue his own
dreams of expanding
Fadie’s Barbeque, the
name he’s picked out for
his own upcoming cater-
ing business. He’s spent
the last month helping
move ice cream freezers,
shelving and other equip-
ment out of the old shop,
and is also eagerly antici-
pating the re-opening.
While Lake is busy
planning the move of
Grandma Betty’s, she’s
been taking courses at
Ball State in an attempt to
enter the Miller College of
Business and earn a mas-
ter’s in business adminis-
tration. She is excited
about the grand re-open-
ing of her business, but is
also taking time to relax
while paint is being
ordered, menus are being
redone, and equipment
being serviced and moved.
“I’m very positive about
the future and I’m looking
forward to this new chap-
ter in my life,” Lake said.
“God has opened so many
doors that have often
seemed shut, that | am just
trying to accept what He
has for me and begin to
trust Him even more.
There’s a song that says
“What God Has for Me, It
is For Me,” and | believe
that message so much.
“When God does some-
thing big like he has this
year for me, it can only be
Him and no one else,” she
added. “To God be the

glory.”
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Verizon wireless customers in Muncie get faster new wireless broadband network

MUNCIE, Ind.—Verizon
Wireless customers in
Muncie can now have
access to the Internet and
to their email and corpo-
rate data at faster speeds,
uploading files five to six
times faster than before as
Verizon Wireless rolls out

A)

its next-generation high-
speed broadband network.
Based on CDMA Ix
Evolution-Data Optimized
(EV-DO) Revision A (Rev.
technology, the
enhanced wireless broad-
band network provides
Verizon Wireless cus-

tomers in Muncie with
data uplink speeds signifi-
cantly faster than the com-
pany’s award-winning
national EV-DO network,
which the company rolled
out in Muncie in
December 2006

The EV-DO Rev. A net-

BNIH never misses a beat

diBmf§

Come see how.

The most realistic, fully equipped heart
procadurHS simulator is cOrnirip to
Ball Memorial Hospital March 5-6,

This mobile unit is a hands-on facility
whcrfl various heart proccduras can be
simulated and offer a chance to learn
and experience how different cardiac
tests and procedures work.

Comp see, touch and Ipern more about
the best heart services offered right

here at BMH.

Fur rnurp information or to schadula a visit,
call (765/ 747-1073 or log on to accesschs.org.

Memorial Hospital, Inc.

The Best Js Right Here

work  coverage  area
extends approximately 300
square miles and includes
Ball State University, pro-
viding Verizon Wireless
customers with faster
access for sending and
uploading data. Rev. A is
also available in Anderson,

Lafayette, greater
Indianapolis and greater
Fort Wayne.

The company’s existing
EV-DO network enables
customers to  access
BroadbandAccess on their
laptops, email on their
PDAs, and V CAST videos
and music over their wire-
less phones. The compa-
ny’s national wireless
broadband network, the
first in the nation, is
already available to more
than 200 million
Americans in 242 major
metropolitan areas and 180
major airports from coast
to coast.

“Our existing wireless
broadband network has
enabled customers to work
remotely and stay enter-
tained in unprecedented
ways; now we’re taking
wireless to the next level
by introducing technology
that helps them work
faster,” said Greg Haller,
president-Indiana/Kentuc
ky/Michigan Region,
Verizon Wireless. “Our
customers who enjoy the
latest technology will
applaud Rev. As faster
data uplink speeds for their
cutting-edge devices.”

The company’s flagship
business data service,
BroadbandAccess,  will
run faster and more effi-
ciently with the new net-
work enhancements.
Customers in enhanced
coverage areas can take
advantage of upload
speeds that are five to six
times faster than that of the
company’s existing wire-
less broadband network,
while interacting with
Web-based applications
with improved latency for
a better customer experi-
ence. For example,
BroadbandAccess  cus-
tomers in enhanced broad-

band wireless coverage
areas can expect average
download speeds of 450-
800 kilobits per second
(kbps) and average upload
speeds of 300-400 kbps,
which means customers
can download a |
megabyte email attach-
menCthe equivalent of a
small PowerPoint® pre-
sentation or a large PDF
file—in less than 15 sec-
onds and upload the same-
sized file in less than 25

seconds. The enhanced
coverage areas allow
Verizon Wireless cus-

tomers to download files
approximately six times
faster than customers of
wireless service providers
who use non-EV-DO tech-
nology.

The first two devices
from Verizon Wireless that
take advantage of faster
speeds provided by these
new network enhance-
ments are the new compact
USB720 wireless modem
and the AirCard 595 PC
Card from Verizon
Wireless, which are fully
compatible and backward
compatible with the com-
pany’s enhanced and exist-
ing wireless broadband
networks and the compa-
ny’s National Access net-
work (based on CDMA
IXRTT technology).
Muncie customers pur-
chasing either device can
get significantly faster
upload speeds and
improved download
speeds when in an
enhanced network cover-
age area. Muncie cus-
tomers interested in pur-
chasing either device can
contact their local business
sales representative at 260-
449-1838. The devices are
also available online at
www.verizonwireless.com

For more information
about Verizon Wireless
products and services, visit
a Verizon Wireless
Communications  Store,
call 1-800-2 JOIN IN or go
t 0]
www.verizonwireless.com


http://www.verizonwireless.com
http://www.verizonwireless.com
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Semiannual
Muncie Women’s Health Expo

Horizon Convention Center
401N* High St
Muncief IN 4730S

Saturday
April 14* 1007

9am-2pm
Featuring special guest speaker Senator Sue Errington

Brought to you by chiefsponsors
Ethicon Gynecare
and
Central Indiana Ob/Gyn. LLC

There will be booths from many local healthcare
facilities, free health screenings,
and multiple gifts will be raffled off evely 30 minutes
Admission 1s absolutely free

Hope to see you there!
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Indiana cracks down on drivers failing to properly

Indianapolis, Ind.—
According to the National
Highway Traffic Safety
Administration (NHTSA),
approximately 7,500 lives
have been saved by the
proper use of child pas-
senger safety restraints
during the past 20 years.

“Yet, motor vehicle
crashes still remain the top
killer of children ages 4 to
14 in America.” Too
often child safety seats are
improperly used or not
used at all.

That is why the
Governor’s Council on
Impaired & Dangerous
Driving and the Traffic
Safety division of the
Indiana Criminal Justice

Institute  (ICJI)  have
announced that a 2-week
statewide  enforcement

crackdown will continue
through Feb. 17. This
enforcement crackdown
will commemorate
Indiana’s child passenger
safety law.

The primary goal of this
public awareness cam-
paign is to remind all par-
ents and other adults
responsible for children
traveling in motor vehi-
cles that if children are 4-
foot 9 and under, they are
required to be in a booster
seat.

“In 2005, an average of
five children under the age
of 15 were killed nation-
wide in motor vehicle
crashes every single day,”
said Mike Cunegin, exec-

utive director of the
Indiana Criminal Justice
Institute.

“For this reason, ICJI,
along with our state and
local law enforcement
partners will continue to
work hard throughout the

year to educate parents
and caregivers about the
importance of properly
restraining their children.”

Another goal of this
public awareness cam-
paign is to remind all par-
ents and other adults that
all children ages eight to
16 riding in a motor vehi-
cle must be in a child
restraint or use a seat belt,
including those who ride
in pickup trucks and vehi-
cles plated as pickup
trucks.

According to NHTSA,
belt positioning booster
seats reduce the risk of
injury in a motor vehicle
crash by nearly 60 per-
cent. The Automotive
Safety Program at Riley
Hospital finds that one in
three Indiana children are
not properly restrained in
their booster seats.

“As children grow, the
ways in which they need
to be secured in a car,
truck, wvan or SUV
change,” said ICJI Traffic
Safety division Director,
Ryan Klitzsch. “The goal
of this campaign is to
enforce Indiana’s safety
belt laws and make sure
motorists are restraining
children the correct way.”

Additionally, it s
always important for
expectant mothers to wear
their safety belts in order
to protect themselves and
their unborn child(ren).
Expectant mothers should
position passenger vehicle
lap belts across their hips
and below their bellies.
Shoulder belts should lie

diagonally across the
chest.
For maximum child

passenger safety, parents
and caregivers simply

need to remember and fol-
low the 4 Steps for Kids:
*For the best possible pro-
tection keep infants in the
back seat, in rear-facing
child safety seats, as long
as possible up to the
height or weight limit of
the particular seat. At a
minimum, keep infants
rear-facing until age 1 and
at least 20 pounds;

*  When children out-
grow their rear-facing
seats they should ride in
forward-facing child safe-
ty seats, in the back seat of
a vehicle, until they reach
the upper weight or height
limit of the particular seat
(usually around age 4 and

40 pounds);
* Once children outgrow
their forward-facing seats,
they should ride in booster
seats, in the back seat of
the vehicle, until the seat
belts fit properly. Seat
belts fit properly when the
lap belt lays across the
upper thighs and the
shoulder belt fits across
the chest (usually at age 8
or when they are 4-foot 9);
* When children outgrow
their booster seats, they
can use the adult seat belt
in the back seat of the
vehicle, providing it fits
properly.

For more information
about child passenger

restrain kids

safety in Indiana, please
contact the Automotive
Safety Program at Riley
Hospital at (800) KID-N-
CAR or visit www.pre-
ventinjury.org.

The Governor's Council
on Impaired & Dangerous
Driving serves as the pub-
lic opinion catalyst and
the implementing body for
statewide action to reduce
death and injury on
Indiana roadways. The
Council provides grant
funding, training, coordi-
nation and ongoing sup-
port to state and local
traffic safety advocates.

The Advantage...... Of Home Care
AM/VWVANTAGE

V HOME CARE

008 N NV nekling
(Across from Star Bank)

GN.A. 's/ HHA's/ RN's/ LPN's

Where's the one-on-one patient care?
Where's the flexible work schedule?

284-1211

Where's the top pay?

FREE BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENING
Every Wednesday - 5:30 am - 4:30 pm

Straight Talk:

We have more steady work, better pay rates, and more opportu-
nites than any other home care agency in Central Indiana. Be part
of the fastest growing industry as a member of the #1 health care

team....

Call today: 765-284-1211 or 1-800-884-5088.
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Voter ID requirements may reduce voter American turnout

By Judge Greg
Mathis

Election reform is a
serious issue in this

country, one that has to
be dealt with. But deny-
Ing American citizens
the right to vote is not
the way to do it.

And that’s exactly
wha’s happening in
states that implement
new identification

requirements.

A new study shows
that voter identification
requirements designed
to combat fraud may
actually reduce turnout,
particularly among vot-
ers of color. Data recent-

ly released by the
Eagleton Institute of
Politics at  Rutgers

University shows voter
turnout for the 2004
elections was about 4
percent lower in states
that required voters to
sign their names or pro-
duce documentation.

Turnout was 10 per-
cent lower for Hispanics
and about 6 percent
lower for African
Americans and Asians.
With some states threat-
ening to enact even
stricter laws, it is a safe
assumption that turnout
would be reduced even
further. This is simply
not acceptable.

Federal law currently
requires first time voters
to verify their identities.
Approved identification
varies, ranging from
Social Security cards to
utility bills to signa-

tures. Only one state,
Indiana, currently
requires voters to pro-
duce a government-
issued photo ID.

The federal govern-
ment, however, would
like to change that. The
Federal Election
Integrity Act would
require voters to present
government-issued iden-
tification at the polls.
Though a Georgia court
has declared such a law
unconstitutional, the
American government
has continued to push it
ahead. The House of
Representatives passed
the measure last year;
the Senate has yet to
vote.

According to a report
sponsored by the Jus tice
Department, such a
requirement would dis-
proportionately affect
Latinos and African-
Americans, the elderly,
the homeless, low-
income people and mar-
ried women; studies
show these groups are
less likely to carry a
photo ID.

Because the law is
designed to prevent
undocumented citizens
from voting, voters
would be required to
prove citizenship with a
photo ID. Since most
states don’t require citi-
zenship to obtain a state
ID or driver’s license,
the only piece of identi-
fication that meets this
requirement is a pass-
port, which can cost up
to $100. Recent statis-

tics indicate only 25-
percent of voting age
Americans have a pass-
port; that number is sig-
nificantly lower among
minorities.
Several states, including
California, Mississippi
and Texas, a re consider-
ing some version of a
photo ID law this year.
In 1965, the United
States made a commit-
ment to historically dis-
enfranchised people
when the Voting Rights
Act was passed by guar-
anteeing that no
American would be
denied the right to vote
on account of race or
color. However, given
that large numbers of

Judge

Greg Mathis

Chairman of the Rainbow

PUSH-

Excel Board

and a national member of

the

Southern Christian

Leadership Conference

people of color do not
possess government
issued photo identifica-
tion, it seems that the
original intent of the
Voting Rights Act is
being undermined.

If this government is
committed to ensuring
all Americans are able to
participate in the politi-
cal process, then it has
to find a way to combat

election fraud without
compromising the vot-
ing rights of citizens.

Judge Greg Mathis is
national vice president
of Rainbow PUSH and a
national board member

of the Southern
Christian  Leadership
Conference.
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Three time NBA champ and ex-Celtics star Dennis Johnson dies

AUSTIN, Texas - Dennis
Johnson, the star NBA
guard who was part of
three championships and
teamed with Larry Bird on
one of the great postseason
plays, died Thursday, col-
lapsing after his develop-
mental team’s practice. He
was 52.

Johnson, coach of the
Austin Toros, was uncon-
scious and in cardiac arrest
when paramedics arrived

at Austin  Convention
Center, said  Warren
Hassinger, spokesman for
Austin-Travis County
Emergency Medical
Services.

Paramedics tried to

resuscitate him for 23 min-
utes before he was taken to
a hospital and pronounced
dead, Hassinger added.
Mayra Freeman, a spokes-
woman for the medical

Dennis Johnson averaged 14.1 points and 5.0
assists during his career. When he retired, he was
the 11th player in NBA history to total 15,000
points and 5,000 assists. The 5-time All-Star was
on 2 championship teams in Boston and 1 in Seattle

examiner’s office, said home games Friday and
there will be an autopsy. Saturday nights, the NBA
The Toros postponed Development League said.
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