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The course | have taken on this subject, is
probably known to all. It has long been my
opinion. that the public lands of right belong
to the several states in which they lie, and that
but for the compacts entered into with the fe-
deral gavernment, previous to their admissi-
on into the Union, they might constitutionally
have taken possession of them, in virtue ol
state sovereignty, and their equality with the
original states.  Inaccordance with this opin-
ion, I did at the present session,as [ had done
at the last, propose a direct cession ol these
fands to the states in which they lie; giving
to the new states, unconditionally, all the pub-
lic lands to which the Iudian title is extin-
guished, and that subject to the Indian title,
on condition of extinguishirg that title at their
own expense; an expense averaging hereto-
fore from two to five cents per acve, This
proposition was on the table of the senate the
greater part of the last session, but no oppor-
tunity was afforded for its discuss'on until the
present session 3 ant the bill to graduate the

rice of the public lands to which it was of-
ered as an amendment, although reported foy
five successive years, never met the final con
sideration of the senate, until a few weeks
ago.

THhe public lands, especially of every new
state, arc the primary interest of that state,
and reason as well as justice would surely
say, that based as our institutions are, on the
public will, that public will should contrul
that interest. The legislatures of the new
states are, in my opinion, much better quali-
fied to make proper disposition of the public
lands, than is the congress of the United
States. They are better acquainted with the
condition of the people, their wants and their
wishes. The states would better know how
to graduate, and when Lo give pre-emption
rights and donations to actual settlers. Un-
der the auspices of the state legislatures the
Jands of inferior quality would be given to ac-
toal settlers who might be unable to pur.
chase, and prosperous and compact scttle
ments would be formed, in districts of coun-
try, which under the present system are almost
wholly neglected.

The bill to graduate which had been long
before the senate, and hadl lrom various cir
cumstances excited a considerable interes! in
its favour, was all that had prospects of suc-
cess at the present scsston, antl of course the
proposition above referred to, was not press
ed to a final decision; no vote wastakenon it
The bill to graduate proposed to cede to the
states such lands as could neither be sold in a
given time for twenty five cents per acre, nor
given away toactual settlers; but this section
was stricken out, and the bill as amended and
finally voted upon, proposed a gradvation of
prices down to twenty-five cents per acre, fal-
ling every two years twenty five cents, and
selling at prices saomewhat reduced, to actu
al settlers one quarter section cach. 1 voted
for the bill and was anxivus that it should
pass, as the best that could at the present be
done.and as a step towards my own proposi-
tion, to which I have little doubt the matter
must ultimately come.  he graduation bill
was rejectected by a vote of twenty oneto
twenty five in the senate. Two senators
who were absent would in all probability have
increased the majority against it.

The condition of the public lands in the
new states, is one which cannot last.  Equal
ity with the origina! states, was guarantied
to them on their admission into the Union,
and their inequality is tco grrossly manifest, to
be uncbserved by anintelligent people.  ltis
not satisfactory to bie told, that mavy ol the ¢ld
states had no public lands at their disposal,
those lands having passed from the Biitish
crown to individuals before the revolution;
for such states, though they may nat have had
the primary disposal of the soi! have always
had the power over it in thé form of taxation.
The sovereignty and independence of a state,
15 indeed better consulted, by the soil being
in the hands of patriotic and industrious ciii-
zensy than in the hands of its own govern
ment ; but the people are mere tenants, whaose
8oil is neither in their own hands, nor that ol
their legislature ; and the government is any
thing else than independent, whose soil is
owned by, subject to the jurisdiction and at
the disposal of any other legisiature thanits
own. A respectful and perseverine: assertion
of our right to the public soil. as incident to
the sovereignty and equulity of the states, is in
my l)ﬂilliﬂll, the attitude the new states she nld
assumne on this s'lhjt‘rt While divided a
mong themselves they cannat exnect suceres
= Any thing short of this attirude, ankn
ledges inferiority and depes So doubt-
ful at least is the aregument of constitutional
powerin the federal government, to hald the
lands within the limits of the s:'ates, that the
compacts with the new states, not to interfere
with the primary dicposal of the soil, and not
to tax the public lands, seem to be chi flv re
lied on; as if power could be acquired by
compact, which was not given by the consti-
tution, and as if compacts made by sixty thou.
gand people belore they were admitted into
the Union, conld equirably be binding in all
future time upon mi!lions.

The present condivon of the public Tands
must forever keep the new states, not only de-
pcn'!ant on the federal government ; but ab-
solutely poor. By the operation of the land
offices, the country is drained almost to its
last dollar, and this must con'inue as long as
the public lands belong tothe Union. Itisa
singular fact; that on the scaboard, in the
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past, a redundancy of capital. It has bee
secking investment, at four and a hall and five
per cent. while in the north western swates
there is scarccly any circulating medium a
all. '-

An appropriation of five hundred dollars,
for surveying the obstructions to the naviga
tion of the Wabash river, between its mouth
and Eel river, has passed A bill tor the con
tinuation of the Cumberland road through the |
state of Indiana, appropriating fifty thousand |
dollars to cut the timber off and dig down the |
banks, bas also passed the senate, and should |
the time of the house permit, it will no doubu|
become a law. A further appropiriation ol |
one hundred and seventy five thousand dol
lars has been made, for the completion of that :
road to Zanesville, and to continue its loca- |
tion to the seat of government of Missouri;
also, an appropriation of thirty thousand dol
lars, for continuing the surveys under the act
of 1824,

In addition to the appropriations already
mentioned, that ot $1,000,000 payuble in five
years, to the stock ol the Chesapeske and O
hio canal company has passed the house of re
presentatives.  The work to which thisisa
subscription, is one of the greatest imports
ance to the western country, and espccially
to that portion of it bordering on the Oilo n
ver. This canal will terminate at Pittshureh,
and tnite the navigation of the Ohio, with e
tide waters of the Potomac and this city.

The army of the United States consists of
six thousand. These are stationed at about
forty postsy, embracing an extensive line ol
western and north western fiontier. '}
preservation of public property, and the o
pancy of posts in the vicinity of
Indian tribes, neocessarily
force into small corps, requirin
proportien of officers than wou
ry if embodied in the feid. A less army than
that in ac'mal service, woeuld, inthe opini
ol many miiitary men, e
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msuigcient ol
putposes of the gove:
in time of peage. 1 voted however for the re
duction ol the army I 1821, to its present €
stablishment, and was then, as [ still am ofo
pinion, that it
duced.

The whole naval force of the United States
authorized by law previousto the 3d ol March
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1827,
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consised of twelve ships of tie line,
exclusive ol two on luke Ontaria
frigates ol the hirst clas<, three ol the s
k'i.L.‘v. Si‘.‘;!a.t'n S5'00ps ol war, taur sclhinoiier
and three other vessel Some of these ard
yet on the stocks, but this whole force is
conditton, 10 be put into active service
short period of time, should the esigenci
I the country 131
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tion o our commerce there,

The l'mi‘igh relations of «
tranquil as at any peri ar

Questions however ol some embarrassment
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exist, in relation to houndary, b
nuited States and Great Biitain, on ouri
eastern north cuusts
tempt a history of these disputed points,
would be too long for this letter. Suffice it
to say, that difficulties heretofore insurmoun
table have prevented the designation of oul
north eastern boundary between the United
Siates and the British provinces, and the pro-
cress of settlements on both sides. have led
The!
state of Maine has been considerably agitated.
on account of the violation of her territory and
the maltreatment of her citizens by Biitish
subjects.  The same difficulty of boundary
exists westward of the Rocky mountains Oy
this subject a temporary compron ise was ef- |
fected by aconventicn of 1818.  Which ex
pires by its own limitation in ten years from |
its dote. By this convention it was agreed
that no exclusive jurisdiction should be ex-!
ercised by either party ; but that the (:i:':zcnsi
of the United Siates, and the subjects of|
Goreat Britaingshould have equal rights on the |
disputed territory.  This convention has been |
renewed for an indefinite period of time,
which however may be terminated, by either |
giving twelve months previous notice to the |
other party. This question of boundary |

ctween the U

—
orth

and western To at

to collistions ofan unpleasant character.

servant,

; uc * 5 your
WILLIAM HENDRIUKS.
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I'o Tae Vorers or Tue First CoNGrEs
sioNAL DistricT oF INDiANA
Fellow Curzens—The twenticth con-

‘gress having closed its first session on the |
26th of May, I set out without delay on my |
retarn home, and had the pleasurc of arriving

'mong my constituents on the ifih instant.—
Being again amongst you after an absence of
so many months, and ol incessant engugement
in public service, I presume it to be a naner
of some interest to you as it is one of imperi
ous duty 1o mysclfy to give some account of
the manner in which 1 have executed your

obedient . provisions towards the
‘plishment of the great object of the Wabash
| canal, provisions that were indis
| cessary, and 1t brings toge
‘diana and the populous and wealthy state of
'Ohio and bas a tendency to unite them in this
'splendid undertaking.

ne-
ther the state of In-

An act bas passed, appropriating $175,000
for the completion of the Cumberland road 10
Z nesville, and which is to be continved thro’
the states of Indiana and IMinoss to the scat of
government of Missourl.

| A bill has passed the senate, introduced in-

to that body by Mr. Noble, appropriating fif-
y thousand dollars for opening the Comiber-
land road through Indiana alone, but itcame

trust which your kindness has herctolore con 1o the house of l(‘[‘lr('SCI:{;lli\t‘S at such an ad-

fided to me. 1 shall proceed cheerfully 1o
do this, so far as the ordinary limits of a ciy
cular will permit, by laying before you a
statement ol the acts passed at the late scs
sion, which are decmed particularly interest
ing to you, to all of which I have given my
feceble support, and by submitting some othic
subjeets ot legislation which were but partial
ly acted upon. .

An act has passed, impesing addi jonal du
ties on imports, commoniy calicd the tarif!
acty, which, althoueh it does not ad nt o\
system ol protection to the extent 1 desi
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An act has passed, appropriating thirty
thousand dollars tor examinations and sur
veys in the country generally, as preliminary
tn the expenditure of the national treasure on
such objecis of internal improvement as way
be deemcd of primary & general importance

An act has passed, appropriating five hun
dred dollars for defraying the incidental ex
penses ol the engineers in making an exzm
ination and survey of the Wabush river alope,
from the mouth of Ecl river to the mouth of
the Wabash  When inviting the attention
ol congress tothis subject, I also made an ef
fort to obtain an appropriation of morey to be
experded immediat Iv ar the grand rapids be-
ow Vinconnes, and besides appearing belore
the committee ol the house of representa-

Hps or several districts

tives, Taddressed aletter explanatory of my

views to the proper committee of the senave,
and which the whole delegation fiom Indiana
and THinois were pleased 1o sign with me, but |
there existed an insuperable unwillingness to
make such an appropriation until there had |
been a previous survey by the United States |
officers.

An act has passed. granting a quantity of
land for the extension of the Miami canal
from Dayton to lake Erie, equal to one half |
of five sections in width on each sideof the

boundary in that quarter be settled. The ses- | hio, T'his act is of great importance tothe

heretofore has been, as at present it is, the ba | canal so far as the same shall be located thro’
sis of unyielding objections on the part of ma-| the public land, and it further au horizes the
ny members, to the proposed occupation of | states of Ohio & Indiana to hold a cons ention
the mouth of the Columbia river, a measure | in relation to that part of the route of the Wa-
not likely to be adopted, until all questions of | bash canal which lies within the limits of O-
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vanced stage of the scssion, when so much
of owher business had preccdence, that it
couid not be reached. My colleague Mr
Smith and myself, made repeated chiorts to
have it taken up out of the order in which it
stood on the dogket of business, but as it re-
quircd the consent of two-thirds of the mem-
hes ect this, ahd as there was a peneral
aiie

stoefl
strugzele amoneg the delegations lrem the
f: rent states {os it clien happens at the close
of a scssion) e ch ' to get thie balance
f its local business first attended to—it was
~d totally impracticable to distuib the e-
i hedorder of business or suspend the e-
blished rule ef the house.
An act hos passed aj
ion ol dollars payable in
vestment of the stock in the Clic
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anting to the officers
n full pay for the
¢ of their ives—therchy discharging a
cred obligation to those galiant spirits who
uifered for us in the most uying times, and
The old
now repose in comfort through
d when hie 1s about
wadepart this world to be again united to his
carly companions in arms, amongst his last
virations will be a blessing upon Lis country

} hLiis countrymen.
1 hese fcllow citizens, have all been
proved by the president and become laws,
nced not remark that they cmbrace
5 as prominent and interesting 28 a-
veh could have been presented to the
neils of the mation  In addition tothese,
hundred and fifty other laws have passed,
ol a mixed character, general, local and indi-
ilual—=but they are not of sufficient inter-
ce of a circular permitted it,
they should be specially laid
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now 1 proper place for me to say to
thaty, I em again a candidate jfor con-
and if the above measures which I
Live been in some degree instrumental in
petting adopted, should meet your approba-
ton, 1 trust I shall be again honored with
vour suiTrages. Bu! itis said, that in one of
iy speeches on retrenchment I made use of
a bighly improper remark, declaricg (as
ome have it) that I would sirk or swim with
the present administration right or wrong=—
and that I gave a vote for pensioning the wi-
s of the six militia men who were shot at
Mobile ! Tlhege things I never did. and al-
would justify some violence of pas-
sion that I should be so charged, my only feel-
ingrs osc of deep regret. that any portion
of my fellow citizens should have given credit
to such ungenerous and unwarranted accusa-
tions.  In my speech on retienchmemt. and as
reported in all the newspapers which gavea
fuil veportof it, I said that « | was willing to
sink or swim with the cause of the present ad-
ministration”—1thercby meaning as the words
themselves plainly convey. that I was deter-
mined to support the administration 1o the
lastextremity in rhe cause they had espoused,
a caxar characterized by the support of mncer-
nal imfirocvmen‘a, the encouragement of do-
mestic manujfocrurgs, ard an extensive relief
to the fiurchasers of public land: * This
w s the cause I pledged myself 10 support,
one as much the cause of the people as of the
present adniinistraticn, and it general Jackson
should be elected the president of the United
States, I would cheerfully and zealously sup-
port Ais administration in the same cause,
am for measures in preference to men, and
however much I may be devoted 1o Henry
Clay. or to any other member of rhis admin-
istration, the very moment they should aband-
on the present policy of the government,
which I consider necessary 1o the prosperity
ol my constituents, required by the interest of
the Union, and cqually necessary to the glory
of the nation that very moment | would aband-
on them. Inthe language laicly used in con-
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*Mr. Adams in his message lo the last con-
gress, claims the public lands as huing been
purchased by the blood and treasure of the
whole Union.  And the secretary of the trea.
sury, in his annual report, labors to shew that
no change should take place in the price of
their disposal—that no new inducemems
should be given to the poor, and other clas-
$€5 10 remove 10, & populate the new starese—
I do not pretend to give the words, but mere-
ly their meaning.— And this is one of the cgy.
acs of the present administration, upon whick
Mr. Blake is willing to sink or swim.
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