the late war, a8 military bounties,
though they may for a certain time in-
pede the settlement and prosperity of
the State, from the circumstance of
their heing chiefly owned in large quan-
tities hy non- resident purchawrs. will
have the immediate effect of increas-
ing the revenue from taxable lands,
A« these two sources of revenue, there-
fore, are more than fall to the lot of o-1
ther new States, there seems to be a
great propriety in appropriating them to
the great work of internal improve-
ments—leaving the ordinary expendi-
tures of the civil administration of the
State, to be met, as in other States, by
ordinary taxation,

The Union being deeply interested in
the success of the undertaking, Illinois
has a right to expect the assistance of
the federal government in opening the
propoused connection between the lakes
aud the Mississippi. It has been seen,
however, with regret, that in the act
passed on this subject, during the last
session of congress, little or nothing was
granted, and much regoired from the
state, The act referred to, only gave
p rnission to the state to cut a canal
th sugh the public lands connecting the
Illinots river with lake Michigan, and
granted to it the bredth of the canal,
and ninety feet on each side of it. As a
consideration for this permission, and
very small grant of land it was required
that the state should permit all articles
belonging to the United States. or to any
person in their employ, to pass toll free
forever. These conditions are less lib-
eral than individuals holding small tracts
o! land usually grant for the benefit of
having a navigable canal brought by their
doors : and when it is recollected that
the United States own all the lands
through which the proposed canal would
pass, and for an immense distance about
it and of course that the immediate ben
efic in the increased value of the land
would be confincd to the United States,
it cannot but excite surprise that so lit-
tle should have been granted by a party
who had so much to give, and who would
be so much benefitted by the gift. From
the wise and liberal views, however,
which have so generally marked the pro-
Cu-dmgs of congress, I feel persuaded
that a reconsideration of the subject will
lead toa more favorable result. To say
nothing of the great facilities it will af-
ford to the transportation of the means of
defeuce to the various parts of our great
republic, and toits commercial and friend-
ly intercourse, a canal would have the
imnediate and direct effect of greatly in-
creasing the value of the public lands.—
Thus a grnat of land to the state which
would enable it speedily to complete the
canal, would not only be greatly benefi-
cial to the State and Union, but by in-
creasing the vaue and sale of the pub-
lic lands, would add to. rather than di-
minish, the proceeds from them. This
view of the subject is calculated to re
move objections to the power of congres:
to make the proposed grant of land, as it
1s not, strictly speaking, an appropnatmn
of public property to internal improve-
ments, but only such a disposition of 1t
a, is best calculated to advance its value.

'o ohtain the requisite information,
and to enable the state to effect these
great objects, I recommend to the legis-
lature —

To form a fund to be appropriated
exclusively to internal improvements, to
consist of the revenues received into the
treasury from the military bounty lands ;

from the salines ; from fines and forfei-
tures, or such portion hereof as the pub-
lic exigencies will admit of ; and frem
such other sources as the legislature,
11 its wisdom, may think proper to set a-
part for that purpose.

2d. To invite the attention of the states
of Ohio and Indiana to the importance
of improveing the navigation of the Wa-
bash and Maumi rivers, and connecting
them by a canal ; and to enter into ar-
rngements “ilh those states jointly to
efl ct an object so greatly conducive to
t.e interest of all.

5J. I'o make provision for examining
the rivers; for exploring the country;
for making accurate surveys, and for mar
king out the line of the canals, with de-
taried estimates of the cost.

And lastly, that these surveys and es-
timates be transmitted, as soon as they
are Cnmnlclul, to the general govern.
.together witha memorial of the
lc.‘lnla.uxc to congress, setting f{orth, on
the oot hand, the just and reasonable
ciatms of this state, and, on the other, the
national inducements to assist by a liberal
donation of land. or in somie other way,
1u opening the contemplated communi-

1st.

1nen

Ca ons.

I'he people of this state take a deep
interest in the proposed continuation of
the national turnpike road from Wheel-
ing to the mississippi river. It is much
to be desired that the

read should bo'

cation will have a considerable influence !

on the settlements and permanent im-
provements in its vicinity, As it must
necessarily take many years to complete
a turnpike road from Wheeling to this
state. I would suggest that propriety of

. (in some degree) anticipating the great

advantages to be derived from it by the
legislature,s authorising the road to be
opened and put into a state to be used, as
soon as practicable, after it is permanen-
tly located by the general government.—
This, it is believed, would require but
littie labor, in consequence of the coun-
try abounding very much in prairie, and
the surface being unusuaily level and
smooth.

The ordinance, established by congress
for the government of the North-Wes-
tern territory, declares that neither slave-
ry nor involuntary servitude shall exist
in the country. Yet, notwithstanding
this, slavery still exists in the state.—
I call the attention of the legislature, in
an especial manner, to this subject ; and
if it should be considered that this funda-
mental prohibitory declaration has not
had the effect of severing the bonds of
servitude, I earnestly invoke the interpo-
sition of the legislature in the cause of
humanity.

By the terms of the session of Virgin-
1a to the Uprited States ofthe country
north-west of the river Obio, it was stip-
ulated that the inhabitants thereof, who
professed themselves to have been citi-
zens of Virginia, previous to the session,
should * have their possessions and titles
confirmed to them,and be protected in
the enjoyment of their rights and liber-
ties.”” Under this stipulation, the ne-
groes who were then in the teriitory, and
who were slaves by the laws of Vugin-
ia, were claimedby their masters, and
continued in bondage ; and in that state
they or their posterity have ever since re-
mained. Asthereis, however,noexcep-
tion made in relation te these slaves in the
general and explicit prohib:ition contain
ed in the ordinance, it would seem to have
been the intention of the framers of it.
that slavery and involuntary servitude
should cease. Be this, however, as 1t
may, the time has certainly arrived whe
the subject demands the serious consid-
eration of the legislature. As no onc
will contend that the stipulation of Vir-
ginia was intended to restrict Illinois for-
ever from eradicating this anomaly in her
government, so none should deny that
after a lapse of near forty years she can
do so without being subject to reproach,
unless it be from having tolerated it so
long. Conceiving it not less due to our
pr mcaples, than to the rights of those held
in bondage, that they should be restored
to taeir liberty, I earnestly recommend
to the legislature that just and equitable
provisions be made for the aboration of
siavery in the state.

Justice and humanity require of us a
general revisal of the laws relative to ne-
groes, in order the better to adopt them
to the character of our institutions, and
the situation of our country. In states
where there are a great number of slaves,
it has been found indispensibly necessary,
as well for their subjection as for the
good order of society, to enact very strict
laws for restraining negroes, both bond
and free. But in a community like ours,
where there are so few, there is no ne-
cessity for such severe restrictions—and
as the motive for severity ceases, so the
the unreasonableness of it is augmented.

I would also recommend te the legis-
lature to enact more effective laws to
prevent the kidnapping of free blacks—a
crime which I am sorry to say is too of
ten perpetrated with impunity in our
state. | should not be for holding out
any particular encouragement for the em-
igration of free negroes to the state, as
they are a kind of population not to be de-
sired; but the duty of society, as well
as every benevolent feeling demands of
us to protect them as long as they remain
among us, especially in the enjoyment of
the inestimable right of personal liberty.
The peculiar situation of our state, bor-
dered as it is on three sides by great
navigable rivers, communicating with
districts of country where there is al-

ways a ready demand for slaves, offers
such a facility and temptation to this
lawless and inhuman practice, as to re-
quire more efficient laws to conteract it.

There is no duty which devolves on
socicty more immediately interesting to
it, and to every individual member of it,
than the means to be appiied for the
prevention of crimes. When punish-
ments are excessively severe, the offend-
er 100 often escape punishment through
the aveneus of mercy; and accordingly
we had from experience thatthe cer-
tainty rather than the severity of punish-
ment operates most beneficially in the

prevention of crimes  Attention to this
principle is due alike to our feelings and

to the good order of society, 1know of

<

/.

" marked out as soon as possible, as its 16- ! no system of punishment which is so just

and rational in itself, and which can be
apportioned so exactly to the different
shades of crimes. as confinement and hard
labor; which has also this peculiar advan-
tage that it taxes crimes for the suppres-
sion of crime. I would theiefore suggest
the propriety of erecting, as soon as
practicable, a Penitentiary House ; and
of appropriating the sum now due from
the sale of lots in this place tothat ob-
ject.

I have thus frankly and explicitly
communicated my views, and called your
attention to what appears to me to be the
most important objects claiming it. If we
should differ as to the policy or expedien-
cy of any particular measure, I am suie
it will be an honest difference; and mutual
respect will teach us to give credit to
each other for upright intentions, pure
motives, and conscientious convictions.
It will be very gratifying to me *o witness
harmony and kind feelings between the
several co-ordinate branches of the gov
ernment, and between the individual
members composing them. Nothing
shall be wanting on my part to promote
so desirable an object.

From the useful information and inter-
esting views given by my worthy prede-
cessoryand the knowledge you bung with
you. coming as you do from the various
districts of the State, ofthe immediate
wants and wishes of the people, you will
be enabled to adopt such measures as
will promote the general, as well as local,
interests of the State, and cannot fail to
ensure to you the approbation of your
constituents.

To the Great Ruler of the Universe
we are indebted for all that we enjoy, and
it behoves us to besgpecially grateful for
the inestimabie privilegeof civil andpol
tical feedon  May hie continue o us his
kind protection, and so direct our labors
that they may advance the prosperity of
our country, and the happiness of its ci
tizens,

Sale of Furniture at

UJo1TUON,

e} 0 S—
On Saturday the 4th January,

Samuel Jacobs will sell next door to
the office of Saml. Hill Esqr coruer of
Market and Second streets, his remaining

Furniture consisting of,
one elegant Brussells carpet,
“ one high post Bedstead,
one Urn. do. do do.
one Feather Bed,
one sett Windsor chairs,
one wash Table,
Books, Waiters, Stools. Kitchen Furni
ture, Garden Tools, &c. &kc.—Sale to
commence at 10 o’clock.

—ALSO—

A wery valuable Horse.
December 28, 1822. 4A8—2w.

"aluable Goods.
————— D E—

EYNOLDS & BONNER,

MARKET STREET

AV L just received from NEw vyork
PHILADELPHIA & BALTIMORE, a
very extensive and general assortment of

European, India. & American

DRY GOODS.

—ALSO—
HARDWARE and CUTLERY,

GLASS, and ' 4

L I\'FRP()()I.. “ ;\]{E
Superior COTTON & WOCL C \RD._,
STRAW BONNE lb

Ladie’s and Gentlemen's

\l(’)l{()('('() [lOE g

KID, and
LEATHER 5

A complete assortment of
s’ ROCERILS,

114
114
111
e

VINCENNES,

V55, &e. &,

sl at the lowest prices
ichy enabies them to sell accordingly.
53=tf September, 1822.

NOTICE TO FARMERS,
[ subscriber will make a few

IWHEAT FANNING MILILS

of different sorts, as farmers may require
—persons wishing to purchase will be
pleased to make it known before the mid-
dle of Junuary next, as [ shall mmake them
with single screens—if any purchases
wishes, he can have them with screenr
for cockle & cheat. - For the above work
onc half may be paid in produce deliver-
ed at Colman’s mill, and the work will be
wairanted of the best quality.

. W. PARKER.
December 9, 1832. a6-ow

IRON STORE.

—————— . ) W E D C——

HE subscribers have constantly on

hand at their store in Vincennes, a
large assortment of

Bar Iron & Castings,

of every description, which they offer by
wholesale and retail, at reduced prices.
Merchants, and others who purchase
large quantities, can be supplied here on
as reasonable terms as at any other place
in the western country.
They also offer for sale,

60 barrels Kenhawa Salt.

JAMES & Mc.ARTHUR.
November 9, 1823. 41-of

NOTICE.
THE subscriber having discontinued
his scnooL, most earnestly requests
those that are indebted to him to make
immediate fiayment, as his situation will
not admit of any longer indulgence He
also takes this opportunity of returning
his thanks for the very liberal patronog
he has heretofore received.
WILL. L. WITHERS.
Dec. 11, 1822, 46-tf
P As he is about to leave the coun-

try, he flatters himself the above notice
will bc attended to, W.L. W.

Lost Cerfzjzcute of Land purchas-

ed from the United States,

UBLIC notice is hereby gncn. that

nine weeks after date, app! :c.mon
will be made to the Register of the Land
Office at Vincennes, for the renewal ¢
a Certificate in my name, for the S. E.
quarter of Section No. 27,in Towaship
No 8, N of Range No. 10, W. in the
District of Vincennes, the original hav-
ing been lost by mail.—Given under my
hand this 1st day of November, 1822.

40-9t—FREDERICK GIRAU D, Je.

NOTICE -

S hereby given to all the heirs and le-

gal Representatives of Issabella Had-
dan, decd. late of Sullivan county, that
application will be made to the (lmuxt
court of Sullivan county at their nex
March term, to have commissioners ap-

pointed to divide the real estate of said
Issabella Haddan, decd.

DAVID HADDAN,
JESSE J. BENEFIEL, in rieht
of his wife Helen, one of the heira.
December 13, 1822. 46 "4t

TN T
FERRY.

HE subscriber having again taken

the FERRY of Chas Smith, decd.
where he has a large new boat, with a-
prons and railing, for the ease and safety
of carriages and stock. He flatters him-
self by strict attention,toshare a part of
the public favor.

DAVID CHANDLER.

Notice to Farmers.
THE subscriber will purchase for
MERCHANDIZE at cash firices,

2000 bushels of CORN.
JOHN EWING.

November 1, 1822. 40-tf

NOTICE.
HE Books of ¢ Charles Smiths’ Vin-
cennes Steam Mill Company,” are
placed in my hands for settlement. It
is wished & exprected that “those things
which are Ceasar’s, will be rendered un-
to Ceasar.”

G. W.JOIINSON.

11 1822. 42—t

THE VINCENNES

DISTILLERY.

HE unde

Nov.

rsigned has taken the above

Manufacturing  WHISKEY. Where

7

ore -"

\

Establishment for the purpose ofj&

they have on hand, and intend Lcepirg
a constant supply of the best quality of
Rectificd \Whiskey ; warranted inferior
to none manufactured in the count ry.

They will exchange WHISKEY and
KENHAWA SALT of the best quality
at a reduced price, for Wheat, Rye, Corn,
or Stock Hogs, delivered at their distille-
ry, or at the Vincennes Steam-Mill.

—ALSO—
The highest price in CASH will be
given for good Mapie

Char Coal,
Delivered at the Distillery.

JOIHIN C. REILEY % Ce.
Vincennes, May 22, 1822.—17--tf

A Complete assortment of Magi-
strates Blanks for sale at this
office—also Blank Deeds.

Blank NOTE BOOKS for sale

at this office.

¢
~—




