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tnay become entitied to the bencfit ot tis

pew created righty 10 have execuuon f=—
Dy such invenions every  counstutivnal
Cig s tiay, o succession be bartered a-
way.  Coasu utional rights are vesied,
unexchangeabie and uwoaiterable,  They
belong to posterity as well as to the pre-
suat generauon.  We may use and enjoy.
but not vranster them: and every such
condition 1s utterly void [t ex. cution
¢an Le suspended on any condition, then
the legisiature has an absolute power to
suspend 1t forever,  How eusy 15 1t o in-
vent a thousand conditions, with which no
thaa i.l Lits SCHnses \\uuld l‘t;mph ¢ Il the
Fight is newly created and the condition
void, 1t must vest without the pertorms
ance ul the con dtion, and the resul i:';.
that, il the right be amecedent, suspenst
on is an unconstitution penaliy i it it be
AT ereatod the conaition s unconstl
tutional and the right vests absolutely —
i v dlerpative, the endoisement
need vot 0 made

[ his conciusion follows upon a correc:
Wterpretation ol the clause pl‘n!‘.ihil-l:tg
tencle It equuily tollows a jusi
ill't‘l'prt" ition of the s:‘lll\‘ll{‘c p:'()llihiiiln;
laws toimpair the oblization ol contracts
co Aained in art. I1sg, ~ec 10, of the con
stitution of the U, States, and in art. 1
gcc. 20. of our bill of nights. A gram
m.de by the state, being an executed
(‘o-m‘a(‘t. cannot be revoked by the legis
tature if pursuant to 2 law made by them
s Loy tus point s su decided 1n
Fletcher vs. Peck.  With respect to ex-
el v contracts, it will be al nitted,
without controversy. that the terms and!
econditions of them, cannot he inany rves-
pect, altered or interfered with by the le-
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The time, place, person, or thing to be
done cannot be changed by act of asse:n-
bly. Covenants sometimes by ex post
facto circumstances, become unreasona-
biv burlensome. lle that covenants to
pay rents for premises he never enjoys,
b. e accidental buraing of them must,
nevertheless, pay the rent. A mun a-
grees to perform a vovage by sea unde:
a penaity, by way of stated damages for
nooecomoaliance, and he s hinderved from
an ~xact comniimee by adverse  winds,
still he must pay the peralty. In these,
and all ouer cases of contract the legis.
lature cannot interfere to make them
more just or reasonable than the parties
k sde them.  For thus no  contract
could be made, that the parties might de-
P m. for fear of the new modelling
wnter position of the legisiature.  'hus far
is plain : but sull the question remains,
is the suspen ion of execution within the
prohibitien ! Does an act ‘o suspend ex-
ecution impair the obigation of contracts
made betore it 2 \\ hat the ebligation of a
contract is may be discerned by consid-
ering what it is that makes the obligation
The contract alone has not any legal ob-
ligation, and why ? Because there is no
law to inforce it I'he contract is mad
by the parties, and, if sanctioned by la -,
it promises to enforce  performance
snould the party decline pertormance
himself.  The law is the source of the
obligation, and the extent of the obligati-
on is defined by the law in use at the time
the contrict is made.  1f this law direct
& speeific execution. and a subsequent act
declave that there shall not be a specific
cxecutin, the obligation of the contract
is lessened and impaired. If the law in
bDeing at the date of the contract give an
equivalent in money, and a subscequent
law say the equivalent should not be mo
ney, such act would nmpair the obligation
of the contract. If the law in being at
ghe date of the contract give immediate
exe-ution, on the rendition of judgment
2 ~ubsequent act, declaring that the ex-
scution should not 1ssue for two vears,
would lessen or impair the contract c-
qually as much in principle, as il it sus-
pended at forever ; inwiich latter case,
legal obligation o the contract wonld be
wholly extinguished Z'he legisliature
may alter remedies ;3 but they must not,
80 far as regards antesedent contracts., be
rendered less effic icious or more dilatory
than those ordained by the law in beine.
when the contract was muade, if -uch al-
teration be the direct and special object
of the legislature, apparent in an act made
for the purpose Though possibly, if
such alteration were the consequence of
a general law, and merely incidental to it,
<vhich law had not the alteration for its
object, it might ot be subjcct to the m
putation of constitutional repugnance.—
The legislature may  regulate eontracts
of all surts hur the regulation must be
before and vot after, the time when the
contracts arc made.

Our state constitution, art. 11, sec. 7
ordains, ¢ That all courts shall be open,
and every man for an injury done him iu
his lands, gouds, p orson, or reputatien,
h all have remedy by course of law and

sight aud justice administered without i The acts of 1795, clhaps. 14 aud 43, sec. | of Indiana, tor sale at the Suu offico, J

Can he oe required to re- | gale, denial or delay.”™ This clause re-

s Loevery possible injury which a mao
may sustain, and which affvcrs b
rUsSpect 1o nls 1eal oo personal property,
Or 1N respect to his person or repulativiy
and ncludes the righty, which s vesicu
i hum, to demand the ¢xccution ot a con-
tract; waichy buing a personal nght w
a chiattel, 1s when periormance is denied
or withield, an injury to him in his goods
or chatters. And with respect to ity right
and jusuce is o be doue, without saie,
dental o delay.  In magna charta, this
restricuon s upon roya: power ; i oul

ther power. We must understand the
moaning o be, that, notwitastanding any
act ol ne legisialure ol our couniry, €v-
ery man shan have » right and justice™ in
ali cases  without sa.e, domal or delay.”

In 1796 when the tousutution was
formed 1 couid not have becn apprehens
ded that any owner depariment of govern-
wient, except that of the iegisia ure would
ever hove weigiit chough 1o offcr any ob-
stouction  Experience trom 1777, nad

executive office inthe U States

ucipated.  In 240 msuiute 55, my lord
oke says, tue king is the speaker. and
W coneimpiation of law, 1s constantly pre-
sent in ali his courts pronouncing the
words .fma;,;'m Chartay * Nullrv. ndimua,
nulli negabimus, aut differcmus yjustitiam
velrecrum.” Lo Tennessee, every legg
lature is i contemplation of law during
the whole s:ssion, and the judge of eve-
ry court durtng the wioe term, in the
constant repetition of tue words ¢ right
& justice’” must be * admimstered with.
out sale, demal ordelay **  In 2d institute
56, justice 1s said o be the end and right
the mean, whereby we may attain the end,
and that is the law. What that mean
consists in, is more specialiy explained
i Su'livan 523, where 1t is stated to be
original and judicial process. Original
process, he says, must issue without
price, except that which the law fixes,
and without denial, though the defendant
be a favorite of the king or government
who interferes in his behalf, and must be
proceceded on by the judges after suit in-
stituted upon ity without delay. them.
seives, or by order of the king, or,as we
say, act ol the legislature. And the
judges where the causes depend, must
1ssue the proper judicial process, without
tee or reward, except that fixed by luw.
In other words where judgment 1s rend-

ered, the judyges shall cause execution to
issue, noiwithstanding any order or ac: of
assembly, or other pretended authority
whatsoever

This is the long fixed, well known
meaning and legal construetion of the
words, right and justice. without sale, de
uial or delay. They clearly comprehend
the case of executions suspended by act
of the legislature 1n every instance,
where justice requires that it shouiu -
mediately issue 5 as it mamtesty Jdoes,
where the law, operating upon the con-
tract when first made. held out to the cre-
ditor the promise of immediate executl-
on after judgment.

I'here is yet another part of our con-
stitution which some suppose takes trom
tne lt:;;islntul'c the power Lo au.spcnd X
ecuution. sy our biii of rights, sec. 20,
no retrospective iaw, &c. | his ciause,
taken 1o 1ts common and uonrestrained
seiist, extends to ail prior times, persons
and transactions, whether cival or crimi
nal j yet,certainly theve are some cas:s
coming within its gencral scope, to which
it does not extend It does not extend to
expost fucto laws, for they arve prohibited
by bull i vights, sec. 11. It does not ¢x
tend to a law for extenuation or mi iga-
tion ol «llinces, the remission of penal-
ties or furfeitures. A present law  may
repeal a tormer one, or may enforce a
contract heretofore made ; ov Ty make
evidence a paper authenticated accordiug
to its directious, which was not evidence
before, may suspend computation under
the act of limitations
past, during which a war exixted, or no
courts were in being ; nor are laws void,
which give further time for the registra-
tion ol deeds; nor tor the disaliowance
of land warrants unfaivly issued ; nor di-

to members ol assembly, their clerks and
doorkeepers, after the ~ervice is perfor-
med. That the term retrospective, has

gislatures and of the judicial tibunals
of the country In February, 1766, the
legislature gave further ttme for tie re-
gistration ot deeds, and made registiati.
ons under it as good and valid toall in-
tents and puipeses as if such deeds had
been registered in proper time  Simi a

| laws have been made in 1801, 1803, 1805
s and almost at the expiration ol every tw
'years  These acts have been frequentiy
held valid by judicial determinations.—

countiy 1t is upon legisimtive, andal 0-

luily demonstrated the imbeciuity of every |
From |
the executuive no such offcr could be an- |

for 4 certain tinve .

vorce laws : nor laws nmking allowances |

a very restrained meaning is abundantly |
testified by the conduct of subscguent e |

4. ch. 5. 1799, oh. 35, sec. 2, ch. 0.1 BAR.IRON &2 CASTINGSS.

I798. cu. 47. 1801, ch. 19 1807, ch.

5, are all of them retrospective, in the
sy general sense ol thac tevm, but
tucy are all of unquestionable vaildity —
Aud what are the laws of 1801, ch. 24,
808. ch. 25, 1805, ch. 4 for confirming
administrations granted & marriages so-
temuased under the Franklin government.
undd for giving old verdicts the force and
ff. cts of judgments entered upon them ?
In short, so many are the past transacii
ons, upon which the public good requires
posterior iegislation, that no government
can prescrve order. suppress wrong, and
promate the public welfare, without the
power to do so. Itis not withheld from
any of the siate governments, unless the
present clause be an exception. Nor does
the genius ot free government demand
that it should not be exercised ; as it does
that the legisiature should not have pow-
er to-pass an expost facto law ; because,
with  thal*emsne, a dominant faction
might spreag destruction through the
ranks of its political adversaries.

(10 be continued. )

A.S CAMPBELL & Co.

AVEL just received, and now cpen-
ed and for sale in the house form-
ied by Wm E. Breading.
KNERAL ASSORTMENT OF
/ Goods and Groceries,
AMONG WHICH ARE
OTI'H>Ss & SATINGTDS,
CALLICOES, assorted
BOMBASET'LS, assorted
Cotton SHIRTING & SHEETING,
Cotton PLAD & STRIPES

WHITL, - % e
b s {FLANNEL
Steam Loom SHIRTING
IRISH LINNEN
A General assortment of
QUEENSWARE.
DRAWING KNIVES & X CUT sSAWS
N AILLS, assorted
IKON and CASTINGS
TEA, COFFEE, & SUGAR
POW DER & LEAD
CANDLES
BIED CORDS & PL.OW LINES
And @ very general assortment of Ladies,
Czentlemens and Childrens

SHOFES & LOOTS
SALT, WHISKEY, FLOUR, by the barre
LOGWOOD, FEATHERS

And a number ol ather articles, all of
which will be sold low lor cush or Bees-
wax

37 41

Vincennes, Oct 20, 1821.

4 40 Dollars Reward.
' TRAYED or stoien trom the sub-
scriber two SORRKREL MARE S—
one a large akely mare, 16 hands high,
siX years old, a sinall star in her torehead,
right eye looks muddy, a small scar on
her 1ight fore leg. |arge feet, has never
been shody had on a small bell tastened
with a rope.— | he other a two year old
colt of the former. about 14 hands high,
very short mane, the lair has been rub.
bed off her taily a snip down her fore-
head, 'l be above wiil be given for the
creatures if they are siolen on the con
viction of the thief. or 20 for the crea-
tu:es alone and all reasonable expenses
pawd it brought home.
THOMWAS CGOODF.
Wayne county, Il Nov 2, 182 1l

“TATE BANK NOTICE.
Y L buard ol Duecwors ol tie Bianch
'1 ank  wili meet i Paonyra, on
aaoauay the 120h day of Novenmiber next,
for the purposc ol receving applications
tor L.oans. hom such ol the citizens of
Edward, Wayne. Lawrcuce, Crawford,
and © 1ark countivs, as nay appiy
Appuncants wili be required w0 govern
themseives by the ruies ot sait Bank as
pubiished in the Western Sun, at Vin-

_cennes, on the 18t ot August last,

v orver of the Boare ot rectors,
FDWARD 1. P.PER, Pres:.
tli[ll}lu‘. ‘.\1lli'. -’:“’. ’H-‘l.
AS some of
lo mas

nors above referred

Ixae )
e nil:
i

|

id as appilicants

y apply o0 ~ums not excecding

one hundiul doliars, 1 will Lere give the
form ol the nete o notes required.

“ Twelve months alier daie, we  joint

pene: ui

Cly and severally, promise to pay the Pre-
: sident and Dicccrors of the State Bai k of

Liin sy or order (forthe use of the pro
pic of suid State) do lu!‘pa}a-

bl without delalcation, at lht‘il: i;s'lach

\Witness owr hands and scals this
day of .
FDWARD H PIPER.
BEEES TVAX BWANTED
FRVL Viss | Lt

k-

SLOSCTIuCT

price m cash tor Becs-way,
DENNILE SAYRE.

cgines 11th Auer. .

y lew Cuppir: of the L*_;S\T;l l'l‘l':l.]UN

) P

|

|

S
| neighbuurbhood of
THRR shiestmar- | give forty dollars to uny person whe will
. secare the ft:"ln“' n any J.lll 0 that ] vet

e | | EE———

JAMES & Mc ARTHUR.

Manufacturers of Bar& Cast-Iron

AVE opened a sTore on Market
strect, Vincennes, where they-ine
tend keeping a constant supply of the ae
ove articles.— I'hey have just reccived
fiom their Iron works. .
20 Tons BAR IRON of superi-
or quahty. —including
PLOUGH MOULDS,
WAGGON TIRE,
MILL sPINDLES,

4

ALSO,
20 Tons Castings,

AMONG WHICH ARE
700—10 & 12 Gallon Kitiles,
100 —15 do. do.

50—20 do. do.
And a general assortment of

Hollow- Ware,

Very light and handsome.
All wuich they offer for sale by

B

MIERCHANTS In the country will ha
san opportunity of purchasing upon good
termsy and sclecting lrom the bear assoria
ment 1n the western country,

26-tf Vincennes, July 1821,

of Knox county, the sunmi of $141
cents, in specie, being the amount of 1

___.

1o Benjamin Olney,
TAKE NOYTICE,
NIHAT 1 have this day deposited jn
the hands of the County Treasurer
87

rl

on my lois Nos 58 62, 77, 74, 99 j00,
103. 106 113, 126, 1237, 140, 142, 145,
and 152, in the Donation. Knox county,
for the ycar 1820, & the premium theres
on, agrecabiy to law ; having been pur-
chascd by you on the 4th of Nov 1820.
JAMES ABROTT.
Knox county. la. Oct. 18, 1821,
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G. R C Sullivan,
(ATTORNEY & COUNCELLOR AT LAW
'%' ILL practice in the first Judici

Circuit, of the state of Indi;
and In the coumies of Crawford and Fd
wards in the siate of Illinois.—He mayp
always be found at his ofhce in Vincennes
unless when absent on prol‘rssional busie
ness—he has made an agreement, for hu-

siness forwarded to him, in his absenceg
1o be attended to. 5 1—1f.

—
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TRUSTEES SALP~
q N Monday the 51h day o! Novergifer
next, at the house adjoling” the
store of Samuel Tomlinson, all the ree
maming
STOCK OF GOODS
assigned for the benefit of the creditors
of Owen Reilty, will be sold to the high.
est bidder for ¢ ash.
SAMUEIL TOMLINSON,
ARTHUR PATTERSON,
drustees.

59-3

)

October 26, 1821.

o0 REWARD
ANAWAY from Sheiby county,
a{ Plumb creek, Ky. on the 12th
inst. a Sright muiatto man by the name of
NED,

about 32 years of age,about 5 feet 8 or
10 inches high, very straight made. anc

rather raw boned, one of hisfingers nex

to his littie one is disfipured and a linle
twisted towards the ¢nd, he has also o
small sore on the back of his head, and a
moic between his eves on the nose ; he
carried off with him a blue prounded
check fuctory coat, and a white pair of
pantsivons, and yellow nankeen pai: ; it
may be well to recoliect that 1his mun is
very fair. and at a short distance might
not be known fiom a white man, but
wien bis hat is off it shows bim wore
particularly ; he has fierce, keen, black
eyes, and very hittle beard or whiskers —=
He s'ole from me ot the same time a durk
bey horse. ubout 144 bands high, 8 or 9

Bink at Palmiyra, fur value recditeds— years old, has a smail star and snip, and

on his withers two smull scars where he
was burnt for the Sstelow. the tip end of
his left ear is W and is a very good
work horse  This fillow was seen in the

Pcola, Ind.—=1 will

bim, or fifty dollars for the fellow and
horse.
STILWEL HIADY.
August 30th, 1831, =3¢=5m*

AX, & HOE Irvon, &c &c,

L

mal ov lurge cuentny.at reduced [H‘it‘.c’
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