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To Mr. Benjamin Stephenson,
WRCEIVER OF PUBLIC MONILS,
AT EDWARDSVILLE.

sti.—! have read your first & second
aumbers. and instead of seeing any thing
like excu.patory evidence in your own
behalf, they seem to be principly compoe
sed ol supercr ous 1 Jproaches el erro-
nious ana futile charges against mt
Those letters have a decepuve
can ouly

appears
ance of candour, that HnPose
for a moment—ail who have read my for-
mer notice of vou will be abie to dei et
he artifice. 1 will not charge vou with
vriting them—I think I know better—
they are in my opianion written by a man
whose arrogant va ity, & presumption,
are egual to your own—the one betray-
ine him constantly into evvors, the other
makine him persist in tiem—But with
himn I have at present nothing to do—I
only regiet that he should make you ap-
o i SO very regar tless u_f t:.'11"._1,. and so
rme ol helng Convicte
that
,".11.10:1'.-'. il! those let-

iTerent tothe s
| of falsclhiood.
e are many dec
recardiess ot every thing but
i expediency-—tihs course he may
do om aecessary for himsclf as well as
vou but it is all a blunder, whatever api-
nioas it may there shouid
kaow that it will and can
timated elsewhere. =1 at your writer &
yourse [ only perservers to -.."‘ll‘l the peo-
\ mainy instances to

Y werl know

"ne-

l'\.l'i'.“ AL G0 |

he Propery ess

pie. I migat quote
prove , but haviug the duties ol my ofhce
to artend w, T shall l\.“-*-\ 0‘;’:'1‘ them 1n si1-

. b N s
IL'.H e with decent col npt.do notice a

few particular pointsi "‘l' '\:lvm[\t‘t 1z to
do this 1 find it diffien 0 s suitable
terins to characterise the conduct ot both

voursell and your weiter without using
such as I cannot condescent 1o employ.
ewere I to say thai the most odious and
lllf\“l‘l‘il: I) | ."'\ l‘.l.\il .! \VEe ever 1?1""‘1“”'
¢ l IH;H' 1'11"111L111'~;, r]l ot l")'l,\‘i not. bo
more desecving of the wages of inequity,
I might appear t6 many wno may  rea l
this letter and be tota'ly unacquanted
with the p“-tiln.,ft) write too Das loaale-
Jy—but sir, it would be true, wiicn men
will scem to forget that there 15 a spirit
of virtue and moral honesty intoe people
and appeal l'l‘l.ﬂ‘rll o -‘.”“ iy a total ihh..
sitive want ol both—=when knaves will
nt{\.Y“i\!_ 10 ljlﬂl"‘\ {'—“\I\Ii} .\\1 il‘\ Tl.'“ 0 o
bully, or deceitiul men to tnpose, it sures
l\' s not unbecomny those whose minds

'."l\'."['liiﬂt"i.. A\ R X

are u
‘i . fl!:ﬁht'-l W HhOse o
biamelcss, to spear

S]l'.l“ ?‘*]h‘.;‘?u .
In vour hrst attack upon me vou 1a K-

ST

ll..l- |

lered, how ann. i«

ed much of being stander AR H
cab'e any such langu e caa be I your
last address to me, I am satishicd to iet
others judge ; butto answer your purs
pose vou keep up the ory. Wiy siryour
talk apon this hea | a il elections ;.l‘l I 1In
fact. nine tenths ol all von huve had writ-
ten for you is nothing hut sa

upon me. I am meap '

you or any other poso

o come ol X 80

is no slander,” referime: to

Ltern,
at vour handsome charye agains

most illegally & improperiy

iy duties V'Ol SCCM OF vour wriiter

shall pass avey 11t vis

does for vou, to exult i this ¢hvge as

thourh yvou had really guined a victon
but I think the I]'.\‘ I sINME Toots ol Las

transaction wiil piace you wisuci » w-

{
|
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lemma that no man of even common h5~-
esty can envy your situation. As district
paymaster it is & ever has been, out of
my power legaiiy to transfer my duties ;
and no person, | presume, except he
were a4 knave or a would recelve
such a transfer from me. Without bav-
ing ever made one, | doackuowiedge siv
and with pieasure oo, that 11 many -
;u'\\‘!'t‘ 10

OO,

stances it has been in my em-
pioy respectable and suitable persons, to
aid me 1 the settiement of the numer-
ous scattered militia claims througuout
the distiict.—But | do most unenuivo-
cally deny that 1 ever sclecied or em-

ployed vou, to do or perform any part of

my cuties as paymaster |
that from your own selicitations & 1m-
p-)l'.lnti!i~ Sa | pern el y o to biecome
the voiuntary agent of a nuaber of indi-
did not attend at
It T;ll

tine,—

schhnowicdage

vidlual claiments, wlhio
the piaces appomnted for the
pavments to take plac:, In due
You represente | the situatio

sentees te be swuch as prireciude
S‘l’\ Hfll'lf'il'

v of the aba
-l_'T'.l' i,..,-
DI .2'.{‘

y ‘Allf] al

to cxpress coy sideral S0 tt':‘.*?t-' tigat

they should wituout de ty  receinve ﬂ'n
pav. un ler those consideraiia [?ﬁ:u a
knowledee of youe apparent sulnding at
thet tirney [ did permit vou to hecome
taeir verbal arcent, hut never marle you
u teck upon yourself the

e
|
1

MINC-—1n9 sir. y.
responst .l:li}‘ to sign the names ol the
mairks on the
which
the vall-

lli-.l!("_\.'.
or

'-:.".ll“_‘l‘\

claimi nts. or make thelr
receipt ro!
they beioneed, and 1 was upon
of tins that I paid you the
which yan promi.ed ti thiu tn mve
rather denver
ltll' Wno i\ Ml f‘. 3 a3 F{ N4 8 T his 11" IS5
the statement of vour will
leave it for the
I male any transfoer to vou—
acted for m ' '

y of thie compantos to

public to n

for, the indi
ed the arrancoine

modate the 1
right to do when VOu ~i_f!|. ¢l
& 1 also
I do not kno

wh vou did or i
monev toits peal
vou were & aré, is
10 this ene
But |

.kll"‘ ‘_':i.‘.i;i

ISy Wi
vorted the pavmae

‘ - & l." i

I ever
o

14
8 R

Ve RO NYaye
.:.‘.i 1
OWNHOYS @ hot sty
it of 1w
Uiry=—it Is 0} 1

1

1o me. should pre

vou then st o
i!;l‘, 1% 1 )
your utmost i
d'.‘\it‘t 5 that it
and the talk a'
been serviceable
pose ; and were [ to | lyre |
the matter in your elecy

thresses vou counid inake them =204

il

ot

ANX il

QNcL

end in view, may not tins acconnt for
vour ankiety to ot possession of it {0 |
was Mty authorised to do a2l I did do ; if
:n deliverine the money to the mien, vou
performead vour duty with  equal
fulness, there is no'reom for blame,

1.th-

Now sir inall your strugirles to lecate
a crime upon me, panse for a moment,
and reflect what you have done lor your-
sclf—see however willing you may  be
for the sake of malicnant self gratifica-
tion to plunze into a vortex, if there be
a chance for getting ontofit ! How long
1S 1t since you or your advocates chars
ged me w ith bheiny severe, morose, and
unaccommodating 7 1t is not long sir-—
yetvoa are now i‘ul'nl-«-fmt: thce wery
mater which proves the falschapd of
that fyrmer charge also—=If [ had )&‘
thus, would [ to accommodate the ‘.'.")-
sent clatinents, have sufered you to sijgn
their names and pud you the money tog
them ? no sir and vou know 1t—DBut
think 1 beseech vou @ beiore 1t be too
‘ YOIl Ay
' you on

Sin
. .‘.{.' P‘"r'

late—for aithouch have
hishly etevated, urgiagy
h.l:h it
retreat than l)?:‘_:lt“-‘\-—-l'li saler
Tnat man must he callous to the moral
3 who can ever be

15 ecasier at your stace ot lites to

1),

turpitude of crumes,
urgad to presisty, when conscious of the
fate taat must await hun.

‘. DY vour own i :i'(tﬁ.——‘l-n'l

This advice is
SLETTeSLC sS4V
i Jo not «.m-w tha' vou have ":H the
moricy [ will repeat that [ do not, nor
Is It nCcessary as toe case stands, that 1
saou'ld k'mw.‘ I'here are competent wit-
NesSses transaction. It was no?
done insecret, it was done i open  day-
individual

o the

licht 3 and sie if there be ane
from whom yvou may possibly have with-
held ats money, hie may commence sunt
ariinst you, antd notonly recover his pay
bt it e docs not choose to admnt ity he
14y expose you to the penalties ol the

i

[NO. 42.]

law for forging his name, & frauduiently
with-holding his money will be proof of
w.e originai design.

You may now have some view of the
situation into which your writer may
have thouglit it serviceable for Aimself,
to place you, and if he continues his
Jriendly endeavours he may yet place
yOu il €ven a worse one, were it neces-
sary I could show the impropriety and
mconsistency ol a great part of all you
bave said, that can in any degree effect
me. 1 will content myself with a very
few instances.  You sign your name to
the pieces that have been addressed to
me—Yct 1 have intimated that 1 b@eve
you are not the writer. To show w
beiicve so ; and show the inconsistdy
or falselood of th e declaration you m
that you are not become familiar to com-
platints, I wil pubiish a lctter from your
own dear self ; and as it is here published
lctter for letter from tie original, 1 hope
it wilt In party do away any cause |
mizhit hereafier have to correct your

it wiil vour

tEIMENLs, .}n‘ refresh

mory. unprove your mihd, & convince

Wwopubiae whither vou are arcustomed
Lo compluints or not=—=fere 1t is.

KASKASKTIA. AUG. 8, 1816,

DFEAR SIR.

retty.

now h
!’ HITS MIC i
Vo
e the dral

stine that

i Ve
i that
lll(!il'\——;h' 15
Yours R [ily,
L2 TENSON.
N B C ipt. Bottinzuous’s ¢ -.:;:":\"'1
muster roll was s o N2 amotnating
: : sum 1 ree’d.

vald Lo th e men

[ 8

B. STEPHEXSON.
I should be ¢lad to hear from
wialclh would enabie me to n::;iui}' the

vinll

men of the wiil be saushied.

The flat and curious manner in which
it appeurs you wrote epistoiary letters
would cause no man to !u'lia’\‘r‘ that you
wirate the st & 2d numbers bolore men-
tioned I'his circumstance nmiay be some
apology for your inconsistency and self
condemnatiot=~put when { revert to the

]

Cxcuse by *mustier l-'):i,“;-

it will he of avill to you. orto
tae 11 I miay be
excused for so caliing ity) betrays a total
lrnorance, or a total want of sincerity,
upui both the false musters and your own
responsibility=-it betrays aheer ignorance
il vou believe what you say—She
pocricy, if vou do not, what dutiel

the government commisssion & Day ’)tl
as Inspector te sze performed f were you
to recetve pay and hold rank |
forms ovr substance! Formns of which
the Government {furnished modeis wo sat-
isl‘y' and picase themselves, or substaiice
of which they know nothing, untii they be
presenied. "Twas to examine and ins-
pect Lae su hetance siry not to look at the
siz¢ of the paper, or the number of strait
lines on it.—You really think you were
tlui}' rt'npn":«lh:r {or torm ! no Vou (1o Dot ¢
vour writer must 1 tiunk know

By saving so however, you en-

) 1* 1" ]Il::
cither

¥ "
~ 1.7
VO AS01 -

W l.l.l-

to mspect

—you o1
JeLler
deavour to throw
the substantial matter of the Rolls upon
suborcimate officers—strang
decd 7 Waat sirv, do you beliey
oticers must think of you ! whe
discover a pretence to praise them in one
sentence, and in the next an endeavour (o
brand them with false musters in order
to ac qllit ynurwciff You tell me to read
vour circuiars, I have seen enough
of them to surfeity—when you were
electioneering vou promised to use your

your

| best cxertions to gratily the wishes of

the whole we ighl of

»
Lt

— = . S -

those men, you gained their suffrages, &
4s your present situation proves, used
them with your best exertions no doubt,
for your own advantage. If your writer
had not motives and feelings of his own,
he would not make you appear as he has
~would it not i:ave been more creditzbie
—yes hororable uncer present circume
s!t:mrvs for 2 man to have even sunk un-
der the calamities of his friends, th:

have plunged l'.in:t'li‘!i: flolk:‘gih;l ”ttx‘:f:'tt'(:

. o - b o

the fulse and pretended hope of draging
his adversary after him, unhappy man,
dependant on one who will lead vou intg
the thorney path of error and inconsise
tency—one who rather resembles a vol-
unteer than a soldier regularly enlisted,
one wuo says what he chiooses—one who
will deem it prudent to desert vou, when
his own safety requires it—and one teo
wio willy if T mistake not show you in
the end, that it is only for that he now
cares. Unibappy man, vour writer makes
you scek protection and safety in even
Col. W Liteside is
pow in his grave else | should appeal to
hiwn for a contradiction of your taie res-
pecting the servant.—/77¢ was a mign and
would not swerve from what he be ieved
to beright, I had proceeded so far in
repiy to your two first numbers wihen
vour thied came to hand, a few hours
stace. it appears to be composed of thie
very same motccals as the prececding,
and my obscrvaddors on them will witl.out
diteratlon appiy to it—without any reyurd
to your own character your accomplished
witter mickes you aim altorether at cone
Juri up somethine to criminate me—
. Liis wore U even so will not shicld
citner of you, But sir, you well know 'tis
not so ithe whole matter be
stfted. whether you know it or not

siandering the dead.

diii wWi.Cn

the

Julse rolls will be far to estabiish its total

irconrectness,  As you really appear to
be much at a loss for some pilausible exe
pedients that may for a moment be pere
vertesl to suit your Aonest purpose and
goin brought forward the
Uil anded charge of a transfer of duties,
I will without hesitation fur-
nisi you with my own certifcate of the
facts—1cud 1t sir, and make it appear any
thing that can cover your shamc or your
i,

I, *mbrose Whitlock, I’is. paymaster
do hcieby certify that T did perniit Ben-
famin }.-'.1(-‘»"1m.qm.-—-t:u-n called Major
Benpamin Stephenson, since the Hon’ble,
Benjamin Stephenson, delegate in cone
eress, now Beniamin Sthephensen, Esq.
Roce’r of public monies, district of Ed-
wardsvilley (1 am thus particular least the
public may mistake the man) to become
personally accountable and responsible
for signing of his own voluntary free will,
the names of sundry lndividual claiments
for pav,on account of services rendered
in the years 1812 & 1813 and that 1 paid
to the suid i"enjamin the amount due the
soid absent elaiments which he promised
fathiudy to deliver them and each of
them,

43 YOl LQve agp

Cr K.
L C. oiCs

A. WHITLOCK.

Now sir if you ean find any other man
undcer simar circumstances, who arrane
ced matters as you didy and at this time
entertains the same  compunctions of
honesty that appears in yvou. with regard
to ering the money to its lawful
owuers, I will it he appears as you have,
eive him also a certincate of the fict.—
You say I have trusted tosome whoare
UNnwol 1!._\'._ mnit:in; your own name, Ide-
l'\' Lol to pr.it-t utit ;xnul]wr, liowever 1f
there be any. give the name and it will
afiurd me pleasure to mark it with yours.

What must vour friends thiik of M
when they read these letter and reversge
the manner and circumstance in wi.ig
you must have made them believe you
oot hold of their money 7 Did you not
tell them that it was for their accommo-
dation and convenience that you had ta-
ken it upon yourself to sign their names ?
and what 1s it patural to suppose they
should think of you now, when they see
vour pitiful attempts to brand me (four
vears afterwards,) with a crime for sulls
ering you to carry this moeney to them?
Can yvou believe tiat those men or che
public will ever view a man worthy of
their confidence in any respect, who per-
mits himself to be made guiity of such
inconsistant and disgraceful conduct by
his own writer 100, who to serve himself =~
may say any thing—and all shall be of
no avail.  Truly sir, this writer of yours
has made you stand before the public in
a singular situation. Maguanimity would

dely




