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R e e e ——————— T SO STV L e—
TO MAJOR AMBROSE WHITLOCK
District Paymaster, §e.

No 3.

1 feel not the least reiuctance in ack-
that 1 under a misap-

nowicdoing, was

prenension with regard to the amount of

nioney, t had been transmitted to you
il tue winteryand spring of {ast year, and
alt.ough I have in vain appiied for, and
endeavoured to obtain certain docnments
wiich lnnl, by would account for it, 1
have no hesitation ia admitting, that from
the lotters of the Pavinaster General, it
i1s probable that « must have misunder-
SO0 b, As soon bowcever as id i‘-'\-
covered that the mistake existed. I im-
mediately  pubisped the documents,
wiich were casculated to correct it ; and
to show the truc amonnt ol money wiich
had been placed at your cisposal.  And
in now deciaring that the ervor, if coms
mitted by me, was unintentional, { have
not such a poor apinion of my character
for veracity, as to fear that any one Aon-
est who knows me, wiil doubt the
sincerity of my declaration—And let me
ask you, whether you do not know, and
the public pm s of the day do not show
that other delegates left congress at Lthe
saie time, under very erroneous ims
pressions, relative to the payment ¢f
their constituents 2 Did not meny mem-
bers of congress at the preceding ses-
sion, return with impressions infinitely
erroneons £ And® have you not
admittedy and do not the
prove, that even at the last session of
congress, the delegates and representa-
tives from your district were misiead
into an opinion that you had received
double the amount of money that had
been transmitted to you ? W hy thien se-
lect me, as the pecuiiar object of your
spite ¢

As there 1s no single circumstance to
justily your insinuation thatin my offer
to pay the troops of this territory with-
out any compensation for my trouble, I
was governcd by a desire to deilve soie
pecuniary advantage from getting the
public ill"(lw tmto my hands—And as the
manner, which I promptly disposed
ol the money with which 1 was intrusted
for t purpose, is proofl sufficient to re-
pei tiie insinuation. 1 miwht with proprie-
ty ol an old proverb, very
applicab wir case—but 1 witl con-
teut myscib with barvely remarking, that

nman

™
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suci motives wonld sc;wcv!y be suspect-
ed by any man, 1ese ogen hearr  did
not sugcest to lam, that he himself
woud not be proof against their infiu-
ol under sumuar eircumstances.  And

ncwspape I's

really sir, if you had never derived any
auvantages from the pubiic funds, that
nave been placed i your hatds, beyond
the segal monthuy pay of a Disuict Pay-
master, [ can nardiy suppose you would
be su ready to cau the attention of the
pubiie 1o tne contrast between ¢ my sit-
Uallon and  elrcumstances,”’ and your
Owu—or that you wowid have so olten
withi.c.a payment under friviious pre-

texts, IUI\Illlllb that muster rolls shouid
be cuanged iuto * a:phabt ticai form,”’
and enucavourmg to conviuce ti.e Pay-
master Generas, tioat the (115"“&1‘5_;‘(11
rangcl's and maitia wouid be less dissat.
1sficd  that seventy thousand dollars
siiowid remain in your hands tor montls
togethery than w ith a pal‘tiul paymeciit of
that much to themselves at atime when
the instanneuts for tie lands they had
purcuased ol tie governnient, were cons-
stantiy beeoming aue—Look at the doc-
ument you nave pubidshed— it is to the
pont.”

Never having wished to injure you, or
to intertere with you i any way whatev-
er, furtner than has becn demanded by
noee sary seil aclonce or the uty
owcu my constituents, « have no desire
“ to be informed of the timce, and place
of the proposed investigation of your
conduct, before a proper tribunal’ nor
can I discover any magnaninidty in the
offer, without you haviig previous.y
furnished me with the documents neces-
sary to a full investigation, us you well
know that I couid not otucrwise procure
them. If I could ouiy Le so fortunate as
to escape your misrenicsentations most
gladiy would T abstain from zil, & every
act calculated in the least aegree, to in-
terrupt ¢ your peaceful retirement

But aithough 1 do not intend to be your
accuser be lul(‘ the proposed tribunai’
yet as you have thought it necessary ln
quote * the rules and articies of war,”
that reiates to false muster rolls 1 beg
leave to remind you that there is imme-
niately preceding it asimiiar ¢ rule &
article,” that relates to false pay r-ils,
which, if 1 am to judge fiom your con-
duct, ycu seem to have totatly forgotten.

As Distaict Paymaster, your duties
were pluinly defined, and prescribed by
law—tLese duticsy you had not the pow-
er to transfer to any other person—tle
law & common sense equaily forbade it

You have the credit of having made
such representations to the Paymaster
General, as to induce Liim to require the
obnoxious oath, that has been the subject
of so much recent discussion—and you
state yourseif that you bad been strictly
enjo ined by your instiuctions, * to cuard
by ali fios sible means aguinst inipostors.
frauduient ciaims &c *” therefore it you
had the power, you ought not to have
transfered your duties.

Yot notwithstanding the solemn in-
junctions of the law—and cf the ! aymas-
cr General— perfectly inattentive to,
and careless ol your duty” you did in a
variety ol instances, place your pay roils

in the hands of irresponsible! individuals,
(some of whom, if you are to be believed
were unworthy of confidence, ) you trusta
ed to them to perform your own duties
—thiey, 10 some cases, trusted to other
agents, of their own creation.  And did
you not return the men on those rolls, as
paid by yourself without ever having
secn one of them? Oh ! How treacher-
ous must have been your memory when
you declared ¢ that you dared not, nor did
not vary one ioto from your iustruce
tions 7! !!

But this is not all—you did at different
times, and places permit, & invite. cer-
tain individuals to sign other men's
names to your pay rolls, withoutany au=-
thority written or verbal—and you re-
turned men as paid by vou, w! o had neva
er received a cent of their pay f om you
—nor had authorised any other person
to receive it for them—svere nor all theee
Julse returns 2 | charge vou with no
bad motives—you are welcome to assign
oot ones.

' ou may allege if you please, that vour
object was to have the men paid & that
you had nottime to perform that duty
vourseif—and as proof of your sincerity,
you may state the whole length of time,
that you have given tothe discharge of
your dutics in this territory, since the
first commencement of the war—or you
may show if you can that you were not
as much bound to attend to vour duties
in this part of your district as in 'ndiana
merely state t! e facts—which can be
estabiisbed (in a cour: o' justiee, if you
please, by a multiruce of witnesses | ut
let nie ask, was not such conduct contra-
ry to law—-con trary to your instruction—
contrary to vour du? \——dlld I direct vios
lation of your cathof office? 1 o not
such facts constitute ¢ sumus charges
against an ofhicer of your Ligh standing?”
and are they 1ot ‘*lln]ClLl‘l to slow tlat
you are onc of the last men in the world
whoougl:tto have im pugned the motives
of others, or exi 1l,m: unjust cherges ae

gainst theni, concerning ‘SJualse roll: a7

Every disinterested and impartial reae
der of this reply, to vour acddress, will
see that I have “ only returned vour own
assault” and “ I am now done with vou.”
At parting however, permit me to r‘x-
press a hepe, that you will not fore
¢ the calm spirit of conscicus re va‘e
and dignity tl at ought to prevail in all
discussions ” & that vou will remember
that abusing of others is the poorest way
in the world, to acquit yourself—I have
set you no bad example—for if T have in

a single instance, used harsh. indecorous
or intemperate language, it will be found
to be mercly, as a quotation from your
own publication

BENJAMIN STIPHENSON.

—

PRINTING.

BOOKS. PAMPRALLETS CARDS,

HANDBILLS. AND ALL KRi™NDBS
Of Blanks printed at this Office.




