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To Benjm. Stevenson,

Late vdelerate incongress from the Ills

tersitory, now in ti¢ humble st2ion ol
R ceiver of public monies for the dist.
of E wardsviile.
sir
Havinr read vour address to nir.
Charless bearine date the 15th ult

woerein vou insinuate that certain char-
ges exhihited a filill'nt yon were puh!is‘l-
ed by me, [ will for the first time in my
lif+ make use of a Newspaper to declare

t .t vour insinuation is  incorrect—=a
¢ malicions calumny™ an “ unblushing
{.‘1. tn('rl (3]

This unceremonionus languace sir, on.

Iy rerurns your assauit.  if under the er-
ronious imnression that T had attacked
vour reputation, be it what it may, vou

had not dena‘ted verm
that calm snirit of |
(}:-r:ﬁfy w ich ouerhit to preva
cussions, neithsr you nor vour
waoild ecompiain when I descend to the
sane form of expression.—%tili T feel no
disposition to imitate vou ‘n this—for I
have during a leng course of public ser-
vice sufl red too much In private aad
pubiic siander, huve discovered
tarourbout vour ‘h disrecard

repeatedly, fiom
CYoN S r‘f‘t'{i?!l L &
. . 1 -
1! in all dis-
fiicnds

\".

and

address su

of d=icacy towards wiat you imarined
my f2efinrs were, anl such indifference
to t. e jusiice anl pertinency of some of

your remarks, that afier this introduction
I hope T shall in all I may say, avoid the
example '

i
to have rousesd
ment=hut rea'ly
statement relative
yon sav is lzrs;‘
itto be so by ¢ hundreds”
w a serve:] with yvou.
I il seite
}"“l will recollect

‘oilect reading th ce that seems
your retiree
ccollect the
which
prove
of persons
Be that as it may
vou a case, which perhaps sir
and acknowledgze —&

e pie
you from
'do not ¢
Lo your servant

and that you can

woither vou do or not, T will acknowlie
edre on my part, that the government
sustained noinjury 5 tho® in my opinion,
i[ "“-T:‘l:.’.!" \\"l‘l:d |.l‘ ] ot ' ‘Z‘I-l‘ilt}l’
atemnt T €asce {5 U1y -—-\nu mus-
teced a biark wman as 3 so! ii:‘i' in 2 come-
panv of miiitic comma ) ".\( Pt _amos
Sonireyin the i of 1812 <% received
his pay with the restof tac company -
A tewdays after the ompany nad been
pd vou attended to draw yvours, and
cained pwy for o private servant—on
investi ratine this cliim, vou described
the blackmyy mustered on copt Squires
R lic 1o "ave beenemplaved in that ca-
P v, 2l my recollectin e to have pid
the nan as be wos v ! prevented
me {om paying vou tie compenssation
of 2 n» it servant on his account —
T s itis sie aod neither vour Say 80
nor ¢ huadre 15" of  witnesses can prove
this cose » fulse ™

T'willnow s'r iform vou and all con-
ceraed with vou, that 1 never exhibit
charces for erimes or misdemeanors in
an indirect war—=% as VOIL NAve unexpecs
te Vv roused me from my & peacef! re.
ti:roment’ where T faithiutly aitend to the
dnties of mv ofice, anl endeavor « to act
in 1 manner inofeusive to any and satis-
fictory to all” so far as [ have the means
and the power, T wi'l venrare bhefore |
dron vou, to ask 1 few questions-——& vou
hive my permission to convert or con-
strue them into any amusement your
fo o ines and retiremiont mov dictate

Waen you co nmenced vour political
carcer in the [iinais territory, were you
not an officer of hivh rank in the militia
annointed a1 e ¢amp to s excelioney
tue governor—hrieade mojor & if'::-p<‘t‘.-
e of the ‘ta S iat w under nis
excelleney’s co v md—n wier those
he ciatned the honor of commanding in
the vears 1812 & 132 U ese hizh
and honarab. annoi 1 3 | vou, or
dild von not 11 inmv instances, place
your erficiai sirpature to muster rous of
covmavies and detwhiments of men and
hoses waich raolis w false an ! pre-
pricial L the sovernmient of the United
oStaces ¢ Dl vou. a0 1! vou not. pace
your official sign y Loe muster rolls
o! compunies and anonts where
g *WAS inen ) W mustered o
two, and som -t nes ff sront roils
for the same pertod T acse sip, are onls
a‘ew il ms oyt CV May S \.,11".;_
T ey emb ace serious charses arains
an »hcer ol vou v standing, and de-
Poovounaa it if vou denyv. my evid
S vt substantiate then Vou wanld
J f ¢ ram o2 hy clvine men doy
ble X trivie pav pr"f“ tlv inattertive o
cirriess ol vauruty . whitle vou wou
hoave the mo tsnlty to connlain of me,
althoush it twe same time 1 was doiyg
al'l conld wit's t' . f g 1t nv hand
an ! Lhoriny withont v pssion =—RBur
thisis not all—you lave vt to learn it

scoms, that the rules and articles of war

A ——

for the government of the U. States, de-
‘lare that any officer who shall be con-
icted of having made a false muster of
man or horse, or mustering a man or
Jorse that 1s not in the actual service of
the U. =tates. shall be cashiered, and
rendered incafiable of hulding any office
‘ffrr‘ﬁ or honor under the government
of the U Stares.

After this sir. and a few general re-
marks on the different publications made
m mr Charless’s paper, it may be time
to close.

When vou first commenced your poli-
tical race in the territory you reside in,
I am not aware that'you had any desire
to injure, or unjustly impeach the repu-
tation of any man—who did not stand in
vour wav  Your tiirst to be a great
man, however, soon become so powertul
that you seemed to have almost lost
sight in your ch(tmnu ting pursuits of
ali moral honesty 'Twas about that
time, owine to a deficiency ol tunds the
pav of the militia and lﬂ!li_;"l'S.llL’(,lHllC a
popular theme ov hobby, for dema-
gorues.  You couwrht ity and dashed a-
mongst them  without ktowing whither
their claims individuallyy were just or
not. You appeared to oficr your assise
tance with sanguine expuctations to all
—and it wouud appear tuat you perseves-
red in this uniii you had ;nmmscd far
more than couid possibiy be reatized Ui-
der the then existing circumstances —
Wien the people began to find that you
had deceived them, | may supposc your
sitiation to have become truiy wissoree-
alm‘ To prevent the storm of i firiat-
ed disa ppmntnwnt from faiiing on your
own head and the head of your hig h ter-
ritovial dignitary you and he, as worthy
fricnds and partiiers, met to consuit what
was best to be done ! Instead of telling
the prop.e the true causes why their pay
was deiayed, or any thing like ity you
prepared an address to the seeretary ol
war—this address, hastily drew from him
a letter censuring ine, and a morumei:t
of self=extracted praise for you and your

compeer.

Tiis monument it appears vou stiil
Keep, for the eternal benelit ol yourself
aind ﬂ'il‘l‘tl-—-il(h'«‘il t the public newspa-
p* rs as the testimonials of vour patilu-

ot
A

tism  honor, honesty and gicat zeal to
svive the people.  Yet tids monument of
yours, if it prove any tiioag, wiil oniy
snew how hard Lis fate was wiho had to
please bol tue goveramoeni and tae peo-
pie It woud cieariy appear that vou
merit crodit for vour zear—yet how and
why, and w ~crefore ¢ As I have stated,
yvour ofici u conduct wontdy nad not your
biuaders been detected, cave inpuced e
government nu: 'rri-xi;y. wien funus were

not sufficient for those to whom pay was
justiy due. S;'-.!'i twas I, w
stoucted « to guard by aid possivie means
araiast nnpm,{m'.ﬁ and fronde.ent ana un-

O was 1i-

ju U cialms, however specious the lorm
in wiich thevapproached me,"—I, wio
dons my duty so tar as « had means, abii-

ity and judgment, and who dare not, nor
did pot vary one ioto from my nustrocti-
ons—"twus [ who must according to this
shewing, bear all blame !—Why 7 Is it
because 1 did not hum-buge or deccive
the peopie, and then attempt to impose
upon the government ¢ Is this so *—L.et
the documents accompanving this letter
speak in repiv to that. and to your board-
ed monument—they are to the point.

[ amnot of opinton that vour “inter-
f"'i"l - and medding 1gnorance” has pro-

m!mm | the payment ol the troops—
indeed T am far from thinking so—and if
vou wish to know what [ do think, I will
assure your ¢excellent’ friend and you.
that ail the medding in the case, had »
¢'Tect eitherone way or the other, n the
payment of the troops commitied to my
to sustam your

caarge. Norcan you sir,

decilarations, obtain the sanction of tae
secreta '_\' UI- war, or pavinaster gt':u'l‘;'-.l,
that v« ncy has had any effect in ex-

I“ diting the p*\tmut of troops 1a that
cvritory. The fact is, it was out of your
T} YWEeYr. —t"{_(‘l'i)' one (flnl;‘,"..l_\ near the =
18, WIH0Se clalms never came to my
ands.  The troops in that territory
would have been ]\.'tixi jlhl as soon. and
just as they were paid, if vou had staid at
e a xl never opened your mouth up-
m the ct.
You sav, that « [ have scanrla'ously a-
used the Lilfnois mi‘itia in my letters to
t e paymaster general.” .'h'h again 1s
wcorrect—=1 have never written respect-
RES

sSue e

vem. but wita truth—1 bave endea-
oured to describe them as they ly
we—and uifortunatelvy 1 have had wo
cribe vourseif with them
Y nr sham i\ etext for ’11\1;1"' applic
atie secretary of war to take the mmwl
nt of my hands is not ¢ xtraordinary —

\ithough it1s inconsistent with the pre-
tensions to knowledge you express upoy

the subject—it very well accords with
some of your old electioneering tales. If
you reaily knew any thing respecting the
matter at the time you made the appli-
cation, you must have known that 1 was
retained for the special purpose of c.ios-
ing the business within my district —If
you say you aid not know this. then you
could not have secn or known any thing
respecting the regulations made at the
timie the army was reduced—and if ‘you
were ignorant of them reguiations, vou
couid not have known whither I weouid
be retuined or not. This is a curicus
contradiction to your pretext—but iet us
try itanother w 1}-—-(,1(1 you not know
that I could not be out of service until I
distiibuted the very large sums of money
you had stated to the peopie I beld in
my hands to pay them —or did you
think the government might procrastin-
aic payment and send me adrift—with
these iarge sums vou had stated to be
.IH m}' 1)()5:(“;5;”"-——[]](‘. Of “’1\0111 vou ¢en-
tertained such groundless suspicions 7—
or did you or did you not merely desire
to get this money into vour posscs‘qinn
that you and your friend nug!:t derive
some litle advantage by turning it into
goods and making payments in that way?
—If vou wiil answer the last query in the
affimative, then can the peopie duly ap-
preciate vours disinterested zeal”—and
whither you do or do not the pretext you
offcred was a very silly one. indced sir,
—1 only hope it may be placed to tie
proper account by those who know us
both, and wiio may know your ¢ uuumt,
situation and circamstances.

Your own previous reports that a suf-
ficient sum of money had Lecn piaced in
my hands to pay &/ claims in both ter-
ritories are sufficient to condemn vou
when circumstances are viewed. How-
ever sir, if you wish to see my letters Jo
the paymaster general pubiished, you
have my consent to obtain them—and
then, after ail your cm.t('mptil;lc work-
Ines, twistings and endeavorings, to in-
cense the peopie of Liinois against me,
1 will leave it to themseives to udge us
both, and to judge who has { riy and
impartialiv adjusied their accounts and
obtamed thenr pay-—and wlo hus, and
w10 has not pertormed his duty upright-
v and faithiully. 1 am now done with
vou until my conduct can be i Ht‘%llhdi-
ed before a proper tribunal—of the time
and piace. vourseif and fitend shall be
duly notified.

tal

A. WHITLOCK.

Vincennes, May 12, 1817.
Alr. Storr—You wii picase to publish the
two following documents with tue above,
all for the exciusive benefit of Mr. Ben-
12min Stephensan, e a Deegate in
[ & ONIFress r[ oM the Lonaos tenn illjl')‘, illlll
row in the ! nmhl\- stinstion of hveceiver
ot Public I\Inr? s at Edawardville.=— : 1.
Charless, ot St. Louis, wii picase insert
them for t!.t same purposc.  A. W,

The paymaster general has read with
attention the letter .l\.(lllhh(,‘tl to the se-
cretary of war by maj. Whitlock, Dis-
trict paymaster, dated the 16th of Octo-
ber last, which has been referred to him,
and he has now the Lonor of reporting,
that maj. Whitlock, as weil as all other
district paymasters were called upon by
the paymaster general, by ac ircuiar iet-
ter addressed to t..t m respectively, to
furnish estimates of out standing claims
within each of their districts so far

as 1t
could be ascertained; that in conse-
quence thereof maj. Whitiock furnished
an estimate dated the 26ty July, 1815
which was received on the 10th of Au-
st thereafier; this estimates the a-

nount as “wanting to pav the different
Hiserintion of troops for services said to
have h('t n performed in the actual

Ser-

vice of the U. States™ within his district
as amounting to $233,960 and 59 cents.
The paymaster general further re-

ports. that after the appropriations were
made for the payment of arrears due the
army, and arrangements had hu‘n mace
I‘Ci"Ti\‘(-‘ to the pavmasters who shouid be

‘etained to perform that duty a circular
was addressed to each, a a copy of which
accompamies this report, marked A.—
Remittances were commenced to ms: |
Whiitock on the 9th of February, 1816
a copv of the letter :
tance is
and the
tme

making this remit-
herewith inclosed, marked
remittances were continued £ om
to time, 25 the pavmaster general
was furnished funds as below stated, re-
guarding in the remittances he made the
calls of other districts, and the funds pe-
riodically placed in his hands by the go-

vernment.
1816, on the 9th February as
above stated

20 000

i3

2241 March, remitted 50.000
32d \‘il ust, (.Htr) 150 000
21st Nov., ditto 60,000

In addition to which major Whitiock

was zuthorised to draw on the 26th
October, 1826, for 15,000
$295,000

Subsequent estimates were made af-
ter that of the 26tn Juiy, 1815 embrac-
ing other troops and calls for furtier
sums than thosc in the estimate betore
mentioned ; tuese additional estimates in
detached parts, causced some perplexity
and difficulty in the remittances to be
mace. the paymaster general had his eye

chiefly turned to the first estimate of
B-aa&au. and on wihilch document lLe
haa referrence iir the estimate furnished
the secretary of war as the probable sum
it wou.d reg juire to pay the arrears due
tiie several (..su.puun of troops i the
actual service of e U . tates on which
the appropriction was made

T .¢ paymaster general admits that Lis
instiuctiens to ma) Whitiock were in
the first lustance w0 pay off discharged

rangers, and that from the ietters of that
genticmat , e stated the cuuses of ue ay
preceeded tfrom the circumstance ol bis
not being more wmply suppiied with
funus, so that when he commenced his
puy ments, e might be abic prompty to
exccute that cuty—for witi cut having
funcs at once to make his full paym-nts,
it cuused much dissatisf.ction to those
wiho were left unpaia uetih furtier sup-
pilesw cre furnisi od.

A tlo’ th e paymaster gereral, so fur as
it has been wit,in Lis power and in con-
formiity to !is ietier beretcfore referied
to marked A, bas furnished tunds ficm
time to time as he hes been supp:ied, to
maj. Whitock,yet he peiceives fiom
the caiis of eccli ciaimant to be puid at
tie same time, together with the niegu-
farity ana iefermail mainer in which the
rolis were i many instances furriseean to |
paymaster Wihiticck as he 1 as often sta-
ted, that this ofticer hios suffered much
difhicuity and perpiexity in the cischarge
of Lis cuty ; toet from the opportutities
the paymaster general has Lad of know-
ing his general conduct in the discuarve
of his dutics, he would co him Inju tice
to conciude this report wihwut an ex-
pression of his opi ion, that no Jaymas-
ter is better acquainted with the situatis=
on he lLoids and none have been more
prompt in executing them both with fi-
deiity and accuracy.

Respectiully, &e.
ROBT BUENT,
Pay Bdlaxter Gon oral.
P ymaster General’s Office,
City of Washington 26 Dec. 1816.
Tothe Hinble. Secretary of War.

Pepartment of War. )
Ist. January 18i7. §
SIR,

Your letter of the 16th of Octo-
ber was duly reccived, and referrea to
the Pavmaster General, who has fur-
nished the enciosed statement to this de-
partment

Tie reasons assigned by you for the
delay which took plece in the disburse-
ment of the seventy thousand do
mitted to you in February and
1816 are entirely satisfuctory’ vd
the Sccretary of War been advised of
those reasons, he unguestionably would
have approved of your conduct, in rela-
tion to that transaction.

I have the honorto be,
With sentiments of great respect,

Your obeqt. Servant

GLEO. GRAHAM.
. A Whitlock,
Dist. Paymaster
Vincennes Indiana.

J (; l‘l‘n'l;tl‘:il,t( UU. -
WAarTCH &5 CLOCK MAKERS,
SILVERSMITHS & JEWELLERS

¥ ESPFECTH FULLY  informis their
]\ friends, and the public in general,
that they have commenced the above bue
siness in all its various branches, in . he
house lately occupied by Messrs. Hale
& Wood, and ne arly upp(mtc Harlow &
Trimbie’s store—where the y hope Dby
their unremitted attention to business, to
merit the approbation of the pubiic.

Vincennes. January 1, 1817,

N. B.—Watchis & Clocks, of every
description carcfuny repaived, and war-
ranted to perform —Tie highest price
given for old Gold and 1 ver

37 An apprenticey, will be taken of
good moral hibits, to learn the above.

A Gig FOR Sale.

WILL. be soid on the Tth June next at
pubiic sale, if not previously sold at pii-
vate sale an Excellent Gie at the tovern
door of H Lasselle, at 3 o'clock it
of 3 months will be given by eivine bond
and security J. BRUNER.

May 23, 1817. 25—23twjel
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