From the Virginia Argus.

THE RIGHT OF VISIT.
A4 SOLDIER'S TALE.

A well drefled fellow, who had a number of acquaintances
in 2 country town in England, paid them occalional vilits,
and became quiie familiar with feveral houfe keepers. Con
fidering how he might turn hisintimacy te advantage, he gave
out that he had lott a great many articles, fuch as watches,
rings, handkerchiefs, and things of that kind. Having made
2 deal of noife about hislofles, he went leifurely round among
the families of the town, and whereever he faw a watch, o
a ring, or a handkerchicef, he would claim it, feize it, put itin
his pocket and bear it off. It wasin vain that the fufferers
complained ot his condu& as hithoneft ; the fellow wovld
{mile in the very alt of feizing the “rucl“s hoped it would
not interrupt the harmony mhnihnt_, between himfelf and
thofe families, protefted that he would reftore them if they
fhould be proved not to belong to him, but infifted perempt
orily that he Ixad a right to take what was his own. As he
was a pleafant fort of a rogue at bottem, the families did not
liketo quarrel with him. The old ladies in particular, wink
ed at hisknavery, beeaufe they loved his fcandal, for he was
2 perfect chronicle in that way ; and he could rarely be re
tilled in the moment he feized the things, as he generalily paid
fis vilits for that purpofe when the men were eut on bufinefs,
»ind were none at heme but women and chiidren. The fel
low, however, carried his tricks fo far, that the public officers
Liaving heard of them, laid their hands upon him, he was car-
ricd betore a jutlice of rthe peace, committed to prifon for
ficaling, and finally indicted for that cffence at the aflizes. —
Being brought o court for trial, he admitted the taking the
watches, rings and bandkerchiefs, in the manner alledged,
and refied his defence on a point of law. He wa s Buent of
fpeech, and he humbly folicited to be allowed to make his
own argument, which was granted —he accordingly began :

¢ May it pleale your henors, I am here arraigned for feiz
ing certain things of valee. Whether the articles are myown
or not, qs“‘} on 3 but it will be contended,

hat if they really belong to me, | had noright to fecure them
[ did.  This ] hold to be a doétrine altogether
ient .:‘-x\«:m the kingdom, and thc well
s thereof. \Yhat, for exam
ple, can be better, or has l::cn tonger eftablifhed, than the
maxim, that every man is envitled to his own ? |F, then, 1
am legaily entitled to what is mine, | may lawfuily take it
wherever | find it. fS'muld I, psradvenrurc take fom ething
that is the property of another, itis a miftake, and nocrime ;
and beingready to reftoreitr, ! cannot be convicted on thax
account It is true, had I beena firanger in the tamilies who
" appear againfi me ; had | broken into their houies and for
ciblv carrted oft the goods, my condudt would have been il-
Jepal, and I thould now be liable to punithment. Bur, may
it pleale your hionors, | was a vilitor in their houfes by the

ot acquaintance, and being there, if lpetcuvedan}
!
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thing belonging to me, | prefome l had a perfect right 1o
carry it off. N or is thia entirely a novelty that | broach.—

The point of law on which | inhOt, is laid dewn by the fu
preme executive of this kingdom; by no I {s a perfonage
than his royasl highiefs the prince regent; in an order 1n
ceuncil concerning the imprefiment of feamen. His royal
highnels does not 10 ‘he fir(t inliance, diltinctly affert a righe
to fearch neurral fhips for his majeltyss fubjects ; but allcd;}_es
as there i+ a right of entry to fearch for contraband of war,
if an Foglithman be found on board, he may be lawtully feized
as the properiy of Lils fs.-u‘rr.-ign Subi (}U'E‘:‘x[]}' to this order
in council hisroyal highnels has claimed, in a public declara,
tion, more nakedly, therightot fcizure ;
your honors, is ihll more 1o my favor; for, ii the king, be
yond his own juriddiction, and in velels not his own or thofe
of his fubjecis, Eoglithmen, why may not I, in the
fireet, or in the houles of orhers. feize what belongs, or what
I think belongs to me? | flatter myfelf that yoor honors will
recognize the applicaiton of the principie for which | contend
and torthwith order me tobe difcharged from cuftody.”

may leize

The judges ttared at one another ; the lawyers fmiled ;

and every body admired the fellows’ ingenuity.

.no gieat value ;

| 1s jult, and the fovereign ot

 tation to Botany Bay more

which, may it plca!(\,

At lcngthr)t'.our vellels of war, on itsli

the chief juftice, adjufting his!
wig, and his phyfiognomy to|
the eccafion {aid :

‘“ sircah ! if we were to
admit that to be law which
you quote, it would fill the
whole kingdom with thieves.
| he court fentence you to be
tranfported to Botany Bay
for ive years.

**If I am guiity, then, {ex
claimed the fellow ) how much
more fo is his royal highoefs !
I have taken a few things, of
but ke de
prives men of their freedom.
I'he rule of aétion has been
with both of us the fame--i¢
[ am legally conviéted, O A
mericans ! your caufe ot war

this Kingdom merits tranfpor

than I do.”

iere the court interfered,
and the culprit was hurried
off 1o prifon.

s

We lay before our readers
to day to proclamation of ad
miral Cochrane, received at
New London, whither it was
tranfmitted by fome pallen
gers in a neutral veflel, who
were permitted to land, an
nouncing a general blockade
of that part of our coaft noi
before blockaded. This in
(trument is dated the 25th ot
April, at Bermuday and was
probably iffued (though the
fact is not material) before
ofiicial knowledge of the re
peal of the embargo and non
impoeitation had reached tha
{land. The effed of this pro
clamation will be to renderi!
ihe blockade of our coaft much
more exteniive, but pcrl‘aps
lels offenfive than before, in-
afmuch as it takes away the
character of difcrimination
w hich had been infuled by 1he
enemy into their meafuies as
to the eaflern and fouthern
ports of the U. States. Bur,
by fo much mere extenfive as
1s their paper blockade, by fo
much more inconfiftent is ity
with rhe laws of nations, and
by o much more cbnoxious to
thole neutral powers, whofe
good will, one would think.
it 1s the intereft of the enemy
to coceliate. |t is obvioufly
impoilible tor the enemy to
ltation * off the {3id port- and
places anaval torce adequate
to maintain the faid blockad:
i the molt rigirous and eftec
tive manaer,’ volefs it be ad-
mittzd that an bhundred (hip
faillng cff and on, can block
ade a coallt of two thouland
miles in extent. It is a fact
notorious to all, that not one

!

return toport, has been inter-
cepted by the enemy, fince
the commencement of the
war, notwithftanding the
large force he has conitantly
maintained, at great expenie
and rifk, along our coalt ; &
it is verily believed trem this
and other circumitances, that
his thoufand (hips of war, all
devoted to that fervice, would
be inadequate to an effectual
blockade of our ports, or at
leaft to a blockade, as the
term is defined by the law of
nations, and underiiood and
recognized Ly the Furaopean
nevirals. This meafure of
the enemy, theretore, be its
objeft what it is avowed to be
or be it not, can only injure
his own int iii. by pre-
centing it it be effe®uazl, or at
any rate, by impeding the im-
portation of his manufaftures
into this cocuntry in neutral
bottoms : zd.. by irrilatinq
neutrals by 2 Iw.lem of fi&ti-
ous and x'll*wmau blv kade,
by which tney w i be imme-
diately aggrieved, and cannot
but refent iz, At to the ma-
tive of this :’x";'c:'r',;;ir!g meafure
a8 refpects we do
not coufider it at allindicativa
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of the prefent feeling of the
kirzmh covernmen:, hecaufe

adopted by one of its agents
it a dillance from the theatre
of our negociations with the

enemy, who could por pave
been apprized of their pro-
grefs, and probably has had
noreference to their exiilance
—the temper cof the enemy
can only be correétly afcer-
tained by the firft difpatches
of our minitterstrom Gorren-
burgh. Atleafl iuch is our
impreflion, Nat. 1at.

NS
STUDY.

Moft vices and foilies pro-
ceed from man’s incapacity
to entertain himlelf, and we
are generally fools in compa-
ny, becaule we dare not be
wife alene. The ftady of
philofopy forms the virtuous
youth, delights old a2ge, a-
dorns profperity, and fottens
and even removes adverlity :
entertains at home, and is no
hindrance abroad ; dont leave
us at nighr, and Keeps us com-
pany on the road

Stuly 1s to the mind what
cxercife is to the l‘ody; Ci-
tier can oe active & Hﬂorol.:
a ithout exertion,
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