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[I'T has ever been, and f{till is, the wifh
of the Editor to exclude from his colomns
any thing which might have a tendency to
introduce religious controverfy—but, when
from the general, indeed almoft unanimous
folicitation of his readers, he i1s convinced
fuch is their wifh, he can feel no hefitati-
on in admitting the following.— Ed. Sun.]
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AN ATTEMPT
70 DEVELOPE SHAKERIS M.

By JameEs SmiTH, Esqr.

About five years ago, three fhakers, viz.
Iffacher Baits, John Mitchan & Benjamin
Young, came to Kentucky, where 1 then
refided, but was abroad in the flate of Ten-
neffeec.  On my return to my fon, James
Smith’s in Ky. where I had my home, i

who have been martyrs for chriftianity bave
gone to hell.

8th. That all who come to them and con-
fels their fins, (hall be aclivered out of hell,
except fuch as bave in this hfe received
their teftimony and afterwards left them,
and fprend abroad what they had icc.n and
heard while among them.

9th. That the ﬁrlpturrs of the old and
new teltament are true & toretold to them,
yet they are not the word of God, nor a
rule to them. That they are in a new dil-
penfation, & have received a new revelation,
being immediately infpired by the {pirit of
Ged, above what the Aprftles ever were
and that none can underfland the feriprures
of the old & new teltament aright, hut fuch
as receive their explanation from them.
~ 10th. Tbat the day ot judgment is come,
that they with thoufands of Saints and
Auogels are now judging the world, and
lthat they can fee Angels and {pirits which

found he had joined the fhakers, 1 knew | to others are invilible.

very little about them, but foon after they
having colleéled a party on Turtle creek,
in the {tate of Ohio, 1 afked the above
mentioned Baits, if I might go and live
with them fome time, to fee what fort of
people they were—to which be agreed. |
accordingly went ; and from that time to
the prefent, 1have diligently endeavored to
find them out, (which is truly difficult,) and
I think I have fucceeded in a good degree.

They anfully and infliduoufly conceal
their real views and principles, from thofe
whom they wifh to profelyte to their {cheme
—=The main thing neceflary to ftop the pro-
grefs of thakerifin, is, for manking to know
what it is=—=1 (hall therefore endeavor plain-
Iy torelate what [ have difcoverea, and as
I intend principally to confine myfelf to
matters of fa@, I hold myfelf in readinefs
to prove the truth of what | thall affert, if
rrqmrrd I (hall feft give fome account of
the fhakers faith, arnd fecondly, of their
pradtice. 3

1ft. That our mother Eve, it what 1s
meant by the forbidden fruit, the woman

11th, That the general conflagration has
now taken place, the fire is now kindied
which wili burn the woild, viz. a life of ce-
ithbacy, the human race not being propagat
ed, there will not one be left on the face of
the carth. Then the earth will be burnt
up, but not by muterial fire. For the fat.
isfa@lion of my readers, 1 (hall here infert
fome information, which I received frem
perfons who have been a confiderable time
with the [hakers, and have lett them, wlich
may afford farther light refpe@ing the fha.
kers faith ; and aifo give [ome idea of their
prallice, which is the fecond thing 1 pro.
pofed. As the perfons appear to be afha-
med of having bren fhakers, 1 (hall notin-
fert their names.

On March 13th, 1810, I called on one
who had been three years with the fhakers.
He {aid he had formerly been a member of
the methodift focicty, and was then happy
in the enjoyment of vital religion, but was
not {o while with the fhakers ; moreover,
that the arbitrary authority and hard ulage
exercifed over the working hands, was in-
tolerable. He allo added, that s was ealy

being prohibited from all animals, fave Ad-
am only, & the, comtrary to the com.nand,i
had carnal knowledge of the {erpent——that |
{this £¢t in followed the whole human race ;
and that mankind can never be reltored to

joining the (hakers, but hard to' get free
from them. The fame csrnn‘g ! had an
interview with thiee others, who were alto

the othier 3 years with

their priminitive holinefs and happinefs,
without a life of celibacy and abllinence, |
from copulation between the fexes. This | e
they call taking up the full crofs. |

That all who do not confe{s their
fins to them, and receive the teftimony t-t'
God from them, wiil certainly be damued,

1 ¢o to hell.

and
The thakers drl‘v the per |
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34. fanality of
Chnift, faying that the man ( hrift Jrfus, had
than any

ad received the vnélion,
iy as Lis wes a2 patron tor a hite '-f.l_"i"lu'}'. l

4:5. That the man who was crocified was

not Chrilt,

-‘".'.' the u !‘}-’)'1 nr i‘-r;'.r!'. (‘t. lllﬁl

no more to do with our f fvatinn .
nther man who L

) |

01 !_V wae (haft, and that this unétion o

toirit Lias come 10 a 1l manner
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man calied

more poweriy
Anna

mang without

who s
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Anna Lee, much

Into a wo [.=e,
Chrif} s
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elder David Irrnw
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Fhee hold that
'h,gl.'!‘i and nt 4l '|T", that the prieils
1! L“‘f? n m 1 inn 1!". 9}
crmn

v-.h-"- 5

e §

v his
ravd

»¢ he teachies, and nhey

Lah 2 &

¢ e ’l---l'- 2l wuo AYEC LLiCLE’C\cu thioic Ih-u.u:, OfF CQicin

anothier near 3 yeurs,
the hakers, 'i.lif‘\' I-A}' the nl.l}‘ |_3i‘t' the
.‘u.. rs make of the Bible is to gain profl
tese  1'hat as to themiclves, they view
t in the fame hight as an old Almnac
hat what te {noken or difated by «lder Da.
vid, mult be received by them as the word
of God : and as he is efteemed inf.llible,
i ‘:‘:phz'it faith and obrdience mufll be given
to ail his PFCCI'E"";-—V.' s I‘V La'ni believn iy
and o':»-yin;‘ God.  Thole men lay that n

(e
generail their education of chiidren1s chief

retendce, 11.4. 'Lrlr'.e'.irl

ly ap their princy 5 on

ly are well educated. Thiey do not approve

of thole of 8 lower rank reacing any beoks '

—they are taken from {chool as foon as

gethen: one nf whitch had been 18 months, |

tranigrefs. Belides they have varioue modes
of whicting punifhment. My informers
Iy they [aw them punilh a little boy for ta.
king a picce of cake without leave, in 1he
manner l'ullnwn‘.g ‘e L hiey made a civcle on
the floor abowt a ot 10 diam cer. & come
pelled the boy to ttand witinn the ircle with
his tace upw rds. from 12 o'cdack il dark.
I'he thakers quarrel and i, Nt smonyg thems-
felves, llmush thry enuesvor to conceal it
trom others,

Even when in their dance, which they ef.
teem devotional, my Imm-n fay they have
feen them (lrike each other with their els
bowse, and one man ftiike another with his
it fo that the blood raw from bhis mouth
and nole.

Elder David has taught the fhakers that
when affaulted by the men of the world they
may borrow their own {pinit and beat them,

They further {tate, that the hakers told
them, if they bore the crofs, and abltained
from woman for fime tine. they would be-
come {o holy that it would be no fin for
them to have carnal knowledge of their own
holy women. But that it would be wrong
for them to have children, as 1t would be a
bad ex :mplr to the wa'ld, and might pre=-
vent them from livieg in celibacy 5 as to
become hoty. 1 he thakers charged thele
m=n, wlen abopi .« le ve them, that they
fhould not 2ell what they had feen or heard
whey they were with them, ftating that they
would certainly go to b ll for leaving the
faith 3 but of they teld ahove, tlscy
would never pet ooty but mull ik forever
to the loweft hell,

They sllo fsy they belicve many of the
lower clafs o<1 fenfi ly their bondage, and
are tired of thakenifm, vut are £ infatyated
they are afiaid of gowg to hell of they dif-
believe or difobeve  Yhey dare notconvesfe
privately with ary ove \nbu 1s 10t @ (haker,
or even with earh other, Itiscaly topuron
the grievous yoke, but hard to get clear of 1te

The fubltance of the toregoing accourt,
I tack in writing from thole men, which
b heing read to them, threy 4l {ad 1t was
fairly ftat-d, the truth whereof they were
willing te doclere upon oath,

I (ball here 1nferr cnother circumrflance
refpefling the man ! nentnoned, which
may ferve to how fimething of the {lrit
«nd pradtice of the (h ke When he lefe
‘ all hos taruly with him except
| one dagsliter, who was concealed fom bimie
Sometime after, s £ 0 attended an a{Teme
l".!y l'f ll‘f |hdk"l-. !( lf?ri-y his f:"?rr. u.‘!o
Wa4s A ninor, tonl | Ly tie hand to

45

fthem he brot’
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lad her aw.:y._.!: # halers df'rn*pt"d to
take her from him *y lenee. lome !'[)"c-
tators catne to aid an b pivrg away the
girl, whenavielent [l vpobe v loed brtween
the two partiess Jhey coil v d each ather,
| tore each nthers flits, &i.——the f(hake: ]
!lsn::."_ mofl numerous prevarled and atters
' wards prolrcuted the ather party at the cie

in which ‘l‘.f)' L.i;t'd,bc-

‘I‘ JH."'!-'-"I

vil law tar &4 rint,

ing the i

they are fi* ther bufinels, Farthier, ta thew the pra®tice of the thae
Elder David has overleers apnointed over ' kere, I (hall mnention lome circumll tes 120
the difl=rent [ocieties called {inulies, thro jative to miv Ln _]ar s Soivth. After (e
gt the tate of Omo. Kenturky, and e | ning the (hakers, be appear-d ta be divel -d
Irdiana territory,  The overfeers provide | of natursl affcétion thwards 11z wile Pully,
far the laborers comman diet and spparel. tand other conne@inrs ; snd appesred dea
nd what they eara more than s hawent | ternmuned 1o 211} leatatind K ety ky
tar that ;11..;'7" (= 12 given pp toclder David | ar d remaove to the ! 3 Turrle ereek,
y he dilpaled al“l-lu',:'.'\'-l--U'l.‘ -Tali‘.&':. hoat !-1.' b - Ot «iv to lag
e [ces fit, this th ey call giviog up the mo | wife’s candeng, B lare brremaved whuch

ney to Gode  Vhey w! heir laborers or | was in Qs ber | - nitedd o P
ind=rlings feverely and ailo their ctiuldeen | if the wou!d - m b >

r young pc rle. 8 they seluie to kneel ar | take her am o AL LR g g
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