. ey ~

i ] 3 * e maescinaries, &like (rans
J’.\\'ril b\- f‘~r_'i“.~,:|. - - _l,‘qu Sy ; \l A 1

3 _ ot Byt
manners, and tie i4

W

cionzens who

rers to the Lows, the
: Ty -:‘ Ccil ‘i:-

Busge of Iavmees= it

-y &
i .

agny
’\is.. wt‘

'nm'\-f!':-'. ot Cif '
p rfaré and pillage had

in the Haties ol wa g
farsatten the [acred duties which thatchar-
! Lt el e

. B ¥ 2 » I Yo ®
aﬂ:r i:f'l:aw'ff. and w=re as “1_{”_‘.; ra turn

their arms agninl their country upon the
‘.(“.‘n-agj‘l ['\f !:"'_‘r f";“‘t“, as t}.lc cnecmy
whow they were rad d to oppele. Such

will ever be the cale with men whoe make
war a profeflion—and the fate of Rome.
will be the fate of America, and of every
other republic, which does not take effeftu.
al means to inlpire its citizens with a miln-‘
tary {pirity and train them to the ule of
arms.

It is much to be regretted that a difpofi-
tion adver(e to imnrovement in the military
art thould exit among(t the people of the
weftern country, and it is the more [urpri-
fing, as it does not arife from the want .c‘nt
military {pirit, but from a beliel that dilc::
pline is unnecelury, and that the untutored
rifleman is the moft formidable of all war-
riors. Certain events in the hiltory ot the
weftern country have given {trength to this
opinion. * The regular and difciplined ar-
mies” fay its advocates, *‘of Braddeck &

t. Clair, were defeated by the favages, as
thele have frequently been by undifciplined
militia, therefore undifciplined militia, ar-
med with rifles, are f{uperior to regular
troops armed with the mufket and bayo
net*”  There is fo much plaufibility in this
reafoning, aad o much mifchief in the opi.
nion it fupports, that too much pains can.
not be taken to f{hew the fallacy of the
one, and entirely to eradicate the otherie—
It is not difficu!t to conceive that an army
in the highelt [tate of difciplini may be
placed in fuch a fituation by the unikilful.
nefs of its leader as to make it an ealy prey
to the rudeft favages, The deftru&lion of
the Roman legions in Germany under Va.
rus, and the army of Braddock in America,
are two out of many inftances of this kind
with which hiftery will furni(h us—but this
{ime hiltory will alfo inform us, that not.
withtanding a battle may be gained, or
even acanpaign {uccelsfully terminated by
undifciplined valor, aling againit veteran
trasps, it has never happened that a nation
which cultivated the military art, has been
fubdued by one which fet no value on its
attainment, The fubverfion of the Roman
ewpire by barbarians forms no exception to
this npininn, for thofe barbarians were fupe.
rior to the then Ramang, in every martial,
and almn® in every civil virturemof thofle
lezions wnich had conquered the world, fee
ble k- letons only remained 3 diltinguifh-d
indeed by the enlions whieh had ance dire &
ed the fkilful eva'utionsof a bruve and fiee
prople~=but which had become difgraced by
the prote@ion of eff=minate  {flaves, whn
were aemuch unable to bear the arms and
prrform the exercils of Roman {Oldiers, as
to comoreh=nd the fire of patnotifm and -
berty which animated the armies ot Narcel-
lus and Scipios But although diicipline &
valar were no longer the chara@lereilics of
a Roman army, the taltics of the earher
ares wera not entirely forgntten, a few in
dividuals ftill read the immortal works of
Czlar and Polybius, end the {mall remains
of military {rience, was fuflicient to {uf
tain for many ares the tottering tabrick of

the empire,
A

all il=d on all iaes by immente

{warms= ot wailike barharianss Never were
the eff- D5 of generaifliip more conlpicuous
than in the atchievements of Auius and

Bon tace, ot Belifarius and Naries—<thele

great men placed at the head of armies

wiiich were little better than bands of un-

difiiplined »lunderers, were enabled by a
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warfare——®o harra{e the enemy and cut off !t

his convoys, and by this means time was
ived to farm wn army capable of meeting
v vn an equal ficld, It wasin this kind
o warfare thet the great eflicacy of the
rifle was Gt difcavered, and althe! fcarcr'y
Known in the Eoropean arnmics at the com-
mencement of the American revolution, 1t
has naw become a favorite weapon, to be
emploved as a corps avance, or upon the
wings and rear of an enemy-<but no gene-
ral hasever thought of making it a fublh-
tute for the mufket and bayonet. No fpe-
cies of tronpsare more to be dreaded than
a good ritle corps, when a&ling under the
cover of fences, hedges or forelts—=but in
an open country, when oppofed either to
cavalry or infantry, the rifle is the molt
contemptible ot all arms—the mufket and
bayonet are adapted to all fituations.

The volunteers who ferved under you,
my dear general, in the campaign of 1794,
acknowledged, 1 think. that no number of
rifl=men could bave refifted the charge of
general Wayne's army on the 20th of Au-
guft, of that year. Nothing can fhew

does, that the defeat of Braddock isnotto
be attributed to the kind of arms which
were in the hands of his wmien, nor to their
want of valor, but to the deficiency of the
general io the talents to adapt his maneen-
vres to the nature of the country and the
enemy he had to encouater. Clefe order,
and plattoon firing, will not apfwer in a
forefts Philip of Macedon, conquered
Greece, and his fon Alexander, the empire
of Perfia, by the firength of the phalanx—
but this formidable body could not operate
in broken or uveven ground, snd whenever
it was oppofed by a general who had the
talents to take advantape of this circum.
fance, and commanded by one who would
l‘nﬂ:ijvimfe[f to be drawn into a fituatign
unfTvorable to its operations, its dellru&tion
was certaine I gen. Wayne had marched
his armv in clole columns, inftead of thofe
long flexible columns in files, which enabled
him to penetrate the woods with facility,
and to prefent a very extended front to the
enemy on every point of attack——if he had
negle@ed to reconneiter the country in
every dire€iion as he advanced to prevent
an attack from the enemy before he comple.
ted his difpofition to receive theme——or f,
intead of putting them up with the bayonet,
and kerping up the charge until they were
entirely broken and dilperfed, he had per
mitted them to exercile their fill indiftant
(hooting from behiind trees, the 20th of
Auvgulty, 1794, wou'd now have prodoced as
melancholy recollettions as the fowrth ‘of
November, 1791,

But I am perfuaded that fiom a particn
lar examination of the c¢» mpaigns & battles
which took place in the courle of the
war between the prople of the Weilern
country and the Indians, it would appea
that whenever the former have been {uc:
cefiful, a confiderable portion of that fuc-
cefsis to be attributed to the ;*.lill:.*t.{)‘ know-
ledge of their leaders, aund that when this
was wanting, their valor and great accuracy
n fhooting the riile did not always fecure
{rom deteat. Your own, and the
campaigns ot Clark ana Wilkinfon, are
inftances of the former, as th= defeats of
Crawford, Lougherty and the Blue Licks,
ire of the latzers 1 have =x:mined the
~reund which was the [cene of the de=feat
at the Blue Licks, and & I was correélly
intormed as ] _ ton of the two
armics, 1t appears to me that nothing coula
have been mnre ealy than to entrap the
Indians in the very toils which they ha
prepared for their adverfnie s The ambo
"

lcade was well arranged
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t'-imy be induced te ive np their favorite
arm, nor indﬂ!(l docs then Appear any necels
fity for ite 1 the weiltin ftates were to
Im'm a feperate nation, it would be proper
o to organy s force {0 as to have all the
various deferiptions of troops which compole
a modern army, but as the tie which unites
us to the Atl:ntic ftates, is, I hope indifln.
lable, the whole militia of the vuion (heuld
be conlid=red as one great army, and in the
diftribution of the feveral corps particular
regard (hould be had to the manners, the
habits, and even the prejudices of the peo.
ple.  This circumftince bas been attended
to with great advantage by every military
nation, and in every age.

A Romans army was thought to be molt
formidable when the {trength of the legions
was fupported by the velites or i ht troops
of the neighboring allies——tie Nuomidian
horfe (the huflars of the ancients) the ca-
valry of Theffaly, and the flingers of the
Ballezrean iflese Even in the tormation of
the prefent European armics, the habits of
the people are particularly regarded in their
military deftinations—=neither the emperors
of Germany or France, or the king ot kn-
gland would think of recruiting their ca-
valry in the mountains of the Tyrol, the
cantons of Switzerland. or the highlands of
Scotland—nor would the former of thele
princes find his account in redocing toin-
fantry battalions thofe fine bodies of huffars
with which his Hungarian and Polith pre-
vinces fupply him. The people of the la:-
ter countries have bern accuftemed for ages
to make war om hor{thack—they make the
fine(t light cavalry in the worild, but con.
temptible infantry. Inthe formation of a
grand army of the union, the militia of the
wellern country might compofe the corps
wvarce, confilting of mounied and difmoun-
ted rifle men, & all the various deferiptions
of light cavalry—=the eaftern and middle
(tates would furnifh che artillery andinfan.
try of the linc——and thofe of the fouth the
cavaliy of the line and light infaniry.—-
No cavalry in the werld would excel thole,
my dear general, which cor native [tate
could preduce——for fleetnels and fire the
horfes are equsl to thole of the auncient
Capadocia or Thelfaly, and for grace and
dexterity in the management of them, the
natives are unrivalleds Poffe{ling as we do
then the materiais for forming a national
militia which fhall unite all the defirable
qualities of the belt appointed European
army—=why do w= not give them that pol.
ith of which they are {o eminently fulcep-
tible 2—<It is adinitted by ull that the times
are portentous. Lhe florm which has fo
long diffolated the old world, has never
prefented to us an afpe&t more threatning.
~=lIts viclence has yet reached that only,
which to loofe is not deathe Shall we
bewail the lols of our commerce, when
competency and hberty remain.— Bat the
latter can be preferved only by the arms
and d]flllhl' \\.’1!;1"11 oh:t *.lu‘t"d if. “'h)'
then is there (o much indilference mamifef-
ted upon this ail important fubj=& -=Why
15 year atter year fuflered to roll away

without the adnp'inu et {ome efficient
plan ?—<If there is difficuliy in the thing,
is not that d.fficalty corftuntly increafing

as the devousipe tand
deprives us of thofe ' rm
derive wnftruction.  The hieraes of the re.
volution are falt Linking 1o the grave.—
Shall we not {~12e the moment when cnou;‘{h
are left to animate us Ly their precept and
example, to the attainment of thofe mili-
carty accomphifhments, which are fo necef
vty forthe defence of our country 7==Will
1 ration of free-men 0o ffer
woranle !mri'uit by the
and tyranny,

of time conftantly
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muittile
That you may be amonst the laft of
lhnfr who may be called 1o e 1% M) A0

ther world the happinels you lave defe:ved
for coninbuting to emancipate a nation in
this, 15 the lincere prayer of
Dear v,
Your friend,
WILLIAM HENEPY HARRISON,
His Fxcellency Charles Scott,
Governer of Kentuchy.

*Numerous examples mightbe prodas
ced of whole nations being kept in fubjece
tion by fmall bodies of dilciphned tioops,
In general, Lowever, the people 0 ihols
dt lp-rtlc governments which pfcft'rvc their
authority by means of Banding armies, are
not allowed the ufe of arms. But a flrike
ing example of the truth of the opinion
given above, is to be found in the Spartan
republica The Spartans, or the inhabitants
of thecity of Lacedemon, with thefe of
the fume origin who lived in the country,
and who were called Lacedemonians, were
enabled by the force of difiipline slone, to
keep in fubje@ion for 2ges, the Helots, &
other ancient inhabitants of Laconia.—
Thele men were not only allowed tlie uvis
of arms, but upon almoft every occafion
formed the greater part of a Lacedemoniza
army—nor were they deficient in bravery
—for they frequently deferved, ana fomes
times obtained by their valor, emancipatis
on, and even admiffion into the bely
Spartan citizens, But they were not ule
lowed to learn that admirable diftipline
which diftinguithed the Oplites, or heavy
armed infantry of Spartas Their arns
were lighter, and they performed thofe due
ties in relation to the Spartan phalanx, th-t
the Velites, or light armed 2llies did foe
the Roman legions. In every campaion
thele troops were equal in nombers to the
Oplites, and frequently exceeded them in
the proportion of four or five to onew—nt
the battle of Platea, there were bot 10,000
Spartans and Lacedemonians, out of 45,000
which compoled their army——oand at thas
of Leu@ra, but 600. And yet fuch was
the terror which the Spartan valor and dif-
cipline infpired in the Helors, that the foi-
mer were not afraid to truft themfelves in
the fame camp, at a diftance from theie
country, in fuch dilproportionate nombers,
with men who bad all the injurics and ina
ful s to revenge which malke the moft lift-
ing impref{lion upon the human heart.

tCxfar had but 5000 men when Le paflcd
the Rubicon.

{Governor St. Clair has been unjuflly
blamed for the defeat on the 4:h of Nov.
1791, with fuch troops 253 cempofed the

greater part of bis army, it was 1mpcilible
to conquer,

DOCTOR C. W. GRIFFIN,

\ ILL pradlice I'/71SIC and SUR.
GERY in all its various hranches,
in Vincsnnes & its vicinity.—FHe keepe lis
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(hop at Peter Jnn_r, - Efgre where he will
always be 1n readinefs to wait vpon thefs
who may think proper to favor him their
cuftom.
Vincennes, 10th Auguft,

Two Dollirs Rewaird.
TRAYED from the Vincennes rom-
mon, fometime the ficlt of Jure 1.1,

a bright bay horle, fifteen and a half hands

1810.
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