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Dear fir,
Your friend,

WILLIAM HKNRY lIARIUSON
His Excellency Charles Scatty
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warfare o harrafs the enemy nr.d cut off
ins convoys, and by tin? mens time was

iintd to form sn nny cph!e ot meeting
i.n in an eqMal field. It v.--s in this kind
f warfare thu the great ffiicaiy of the

ri tie was fidl difcovertd, nd altho fcarcely
known in the Knropean armie s at the com-

mencement of the American revolution, it
has now become a favorite weapon, to be

employed as a corps avanre or upon tin
wings and rear of an enemy but no gene-
ral rnsever thought of making it a fubfti-tut- c

for the mufket and bayonet. No fpe-cies- of

troops are more to be dreaded than
a good ride corps, when acting under the
cover of fences, hedges or forelh but in
an open country, when oppofed either to
cavalry or infantry, the rifle is the moll

contemptible of all arms the mufket and

bayonet are adapted to all fituations.

The volunteers who ferved under you,

forgotten t'iff ficred tiutics whirli tli.nch.u-afte- r

Vn'pjiVs, and wrre as willing to turn

their arm avT"in(t th-- ir country upon the

ccmnanJ of th:r rh'wf, as the enemy
whom they were niiUl to oppofe. Such
tvill ever be the cafe with men who make

v;ar a pro fr (lion and the fate of Rome,
will be the fate of America, and of every
other republic, which does not take cdectu-a- l

mean to infpire its citizens with a mili-

tary fpirit, and train them to the ufe of
arms.

It is much to be regretted that a difpofi-tio- n

adverfe to improvement in the military
art ftiould exid nmongft the people of the
wedern country, and it is the more furpri-fine- r,

as it does not arife from the want ot

military fpirit,hut from a belief that difci

pline is unnecelTrry, aFd that the untutored
rifleman is the molt formidable of all war-

riors. Certain events in the hidory ot the
wedern country have given drengtl to this

opinion. " The regular and difciplined ar-

mies" fay its advocates, u of Braddcck &

St. Chir, were defeated by the favages, as

thefe have frequently been by undifciplined
militia, therefore undifciplined militia, ar-

med with rifles, are fuperior to regular
troops armed with the mufket and bayo
net-- " There is fo much plaufibility in this
reafonmg, and fo muchmifchief in the opi-

nion it fupports, that too much pains can-

not be taken to fnew the fallacy of the

one, and entirely to eradicate the other.
It is not difficult toconceie thaan army
in the hightft date of difcipline may be

placed in fuch a fituation by the unfkilful-xicf- s

of its leader as to make it an eafy prey
to the ruded favages. The definition of
the Roman letrions in Germany under Va

Numerous examples might be proJu
ced of whole nations being kept in objec-
tion by fmall bodies of difciplined troops.
In general, however, the people in ih fs
df fpotic governments which preferve tiictr
authority by means of Handing aimies, nrtj
not allowed the ufe of arms. Rut a fink-

ing example of the truth of the opinion
given above, is to be found in the Spartan
republic. The Spartans, or the inhabitants
of the city of Lacedemon, with thefe of
the fame origin who lived in the country,and who were called Lacedemonians, were
enabled by the force of difiipJine lone, to
keep in fubjection for sges, the Helots, Cc

other ancient inhabitants of Laconia.
Thefe men were not only allowed the ufa
of arms, but upon almod every occsfio.i
formed the greater part of a Lacrdemonisn
army nor were they deficient in bravery

-- for they frequently deferved, and fome.
times obtained by their valor, emancipati-
on, and even admifilon into the body ( f
Spartan citizens. But they were not ufa
lowed to learn that admirable difcipline
which didingu'dhed the Oplites, rr heavy-arme-

d

infantry of Sparta Their am, 3
were lighter, and thry performed thofe du-
ties in relation to the Spartan phalanx, tbC
the Velites, or light armed allies did for
the Roman legions. In every campaign
thefe troops were equal in numbers to the
Oplites, and frequently exceeded them in
the proportion of four or five to one at
the battle of Phtea, there were but 10,000
Spartans and Lacedemonians, out of 4 ,,00()
which compofed their army and at thai
of Lcuftra, but COO. And yet fuch wn
the terror which the Spartan valor and dif-
cipline infpired in the Kelor?, that the for-
mer were not afraid to trud themfelves in
the fame camp, at a didance from their
country, in fuch difpropor donate numbers,
with men who had all the injuries and in-f- ul

s to revenge which make the mod fad-in- g

impreflion upon the human heart.
fCxfar had but 5000 men when he pa Ceil

the Rubicon.
4Governor St. Clair has been unjuPJy

blamed for the defeat on the 4th of Nov.
179 1, with fuch troops as compofed the
greater part of his army, it was impcflible
to conquer.

(

iity for it. Itthe wellem iUtes were to
form a feperatefnation, it would be proper
fo to organize-it-s force f, as to have all the
various dt feriptious of troops which compofr
a modern army, but as the tie which unites
us to the Atlantic Hates, is, I hope indiflf'i.

luble, the whole militia of the union fhoiild
heconfuh-r-r d as one great army, ;md in the
diflribution of the feveral corps particular
regard Ihould be had to the manners, the

habits, and even the prejudices of the peo-pi- e.

This circumft ncc has been attended
to with great advantage by every military
nation, and in every age.

A Roman army was thought to be molt
formidable when the Hrength of the legions
was fupported by the vclitesor 1'ht troops
of the neighboring allies tire Numidian
horfe (the huffars of the ancients) the ca-

valry of ThefTaly, and the .lingers of the
Ifallerean ifles. Even in the formation of
the prefent European armies, the habits ot
the people are particularly regarded in their
military deftinations neither the emperors
of Germany or France, or the king of En-

gland would think of recruiting their ca-

valry in the mountains of the Tyrol, the
cantons of Switzerland, or the highlands of
Scotland nor would the former of thefe
princes find his account in reducing to in-

fantry battalions thofe fine bodies of hufiars
with which his Hungarian and Pulifh pro-
vinces fupply him. The people of the fat-

ter countries have been accuflomed for ages
to make war on horfebatk they make the
fined light cavalry in the world, but

In the formation of a

grand army of the union, the militia of the
weitern country might compofe the corps
avance, confiding of mounted and dismoun-
ted riflemen, c all the various descriptions
of light cavalry rhe eaikrn and middle
dates would furnifh ;he artillery and infan-

try of the line and thole of the fouth the

cavalry of the line rind light infantry.
No cavalry in the world would excel thole,
my dear geucrd, which cur native date
could produce for fleetnefs and fire the
horfes are equal to thofe of the ancient
Capadocia or Thelfaly, and for grace and

dexterity in the management of them,' the
natives are unrivalled. Po fir fling as we do
then the materials 'for forming a national
militia which lhall unite all the dclirable
qualities of the bed sppointed European
army why do we not give them that pol-i- Hi

of which tliey fo eminently fulcep-tibl- e

? It is admitted by rdl that the times
are portentous. The dorm which has fo

long diiTolatcd the old world, has never
prcftnted to i;s nn r.fpect more ihreatning.

Its violence has yet reached that only,
which to loofc is not dw;th. Shall we
bewail the lof: of our commerce, when

competency and liberty remain. But the
fatter can he preferred only by the arms
and difciplinf which obtained it. Why
then is there I'j muc h indiflerence manifef-te- d

upon this nil important, fubjret ? Why
is year alter year fullered to roll away
without the adoption cf fome cfHcient

plan ?--
--If th'-r- is difficulty in the thing,

is not that d.ffii-iilt- coudantly increafing
as the devou-iP- u l of time conltantly
deprives uc fT thofe whom we could
derive indruction. The heroes of the re-

volution are fill linking in the grave.
Shall we not faize the moment when enough
are left to animate us by their precept and

example, to the attainment of thofe mili-

tary accomphfhments, which are fo necef
i ii y for the dffrnct of rur country ? Will
a ration cf free-me- n ft.ftrr themfelves to
be outdoor in any Innioraole puriuit by the
vile indruments ct ambition and tyranny,

my dear general, in the campaign of 1794,
acknowledged,! think, that no number of
riflemen coold have refitted the charge of
general Wayne's army on the 20th of Au-guf- t,

of that year. Nothing can fliew
more clearly than the refute of this action
does, that the defeat of Braddock is not to
be attributed to the kind of arms wbkh
were in the hands of his men, nor to their
want of valor, but to the deficiency of the

general in the talents to adapt his manoeu-

vres to the nature of the country and the

enemy he had to encounter. Clofe order,
and plattoon firing, will not anfwer in a

forefl. Philip of Macedcn, conquered
Greece, and his fon Alexander, the empire
of Perfn, by the Strength of the phalanx
but this formidable body could not operate
in broken or uneven ground, and whenever
it was oppofed by a general who had the
talent3 to take advantage of this circum-fhncr- .

and commanded by one who would

fufTerjiimfelf to be drawn into a fituation
unfavorable to its operations, its destruction
was certain. If gen. Wayne had marched
his armv in clofe columns, inltcad of thofe
long flexible columns in files, which enabled
him to penetrate the woods with facility,
and to prefant a very extended front to the
enemy on every point cf attack if he had

neglected to reconnoiter the country in

every direction as he advanced to prevent
an attack from the enemy before he comple-
ted his difpofitlon to receive them or if,
inftead of putting them up with the bayonet,
and kerping up the charge until they were

entirely broken and difperfed, he had per
mitted them to exercifa their ikill indiftant
(hooting from behind trees, the 20th of
AuguhV 1794, would now have produced as

melancholy recollections as the fourth of
November, 179 l.J

But I am perfuaded thn from a particu-
lar examination of the campaigns battles
which took place in the courfe of the
war between the people of the Weitern
country and the Indians, it would appeal
that whenever the former have been fuc-ceffu- l,

a contlderable portion of that fnc-cef- s

is to be attributed to the military know-

ledge of their leaders, and that when this
was wanting, their valor and great accuracy
in (hooting the ride did not always fecure
them from defeat. Your own, and the
campaigns of Clark and Wilkinfon, are
inrtar.res of the former, as the defeats of

rus, and the army of Braddock in America,
are two out of many inffances of this kind
vrith which hidory will furnifh us --but this
fame hidory will alfo inform us, that not-withdandi- ng

a battle may be gained, or
even a cmpaign fuccefsfully terminated by
undifcipliiud valor, acting againft veteran
tro-p- s, it has never happened that a nation
which cultivated the military art, has been

fubdued.by one which fet no value on its
attainment. The fubverfion of the Roman

empire by barbarians forms no exception to
this opinion, for thofe barbarians were lope-rio- r

to the then Romans, in every martial,
anJ nlmot i:i everv civil virtue of thofe
legions wntch had coopierrd the world, fee-

ble ik- - letons oMy remained ; diftirguifh-c- l
indeed by the enP;ns v. hie h had once direct-
ed the tkilful evolutions of a brave and fiee
p-o-

ple but which had become difgraced by
the protection of effeminate laves, wlm
were .is much unable to bear the arms and

perform the exercife of Roman foldiers, as

to d the fire of puriotifm and li-

berty which animated the armies of Marcel-lu- s

and Scipio. But although difcipline U
valor were no longer the tharacteredics of
a Roman arrrv, the tactics of the earlier

ages were not entirely forgotten, a few in-

dividuals Hill read the immortal works of
C:cfar and Polybius. nd ti c fmall remains
of military fcirnee, was fufneient to fuf-tai- n

far many arcs the tottering fabrick nf
the empire,, aft-tile- on all fies bv immenfe
fwirrs of wailike barbarian?. Never weie
th? effects of eneralfinp tr.cre conlpicuous
than in the atr f li r vemems of av.ius and
Boniface, of Belifatius and Narfcs thefe

prrat men placed at the head of armies
which wrre little better than bands of un-difip!in- ed

plunderer?, "were enabled by a

frries of artful rn irtcetivre?, to render ufe-h- A

'he great fir -- ri jt ity ot their enemies
i;i mvnb.--M and valor.

Hi:! I i'"1 !ti! of inOanrrs sre to be

DOCTOR C. V. GRIFFIN,

WILL plaice TirrsrCznd
in all its various branches,

in Vinc-nne- s 2c its vicinity. He keep? his
(hop at Peter Jones'- - Efqr. where he will
always be in re.vdinefs to wait upon thf-wh-o

may think proper to favor him their
cudom.

Vincenns, 10th Auguft, 1210.
Tivo Dollars Reivard.

STRAYED from the Vincennes
the fi;d of June Li'f

a bright bay horfe, fifteen and a half hnudj
high, light made, a dar in his forebd, j:rbrands recollected, a high fpirited t!-an-ri-

horfe, thin in tic (h when he wr n:
way ; lc was got hy the old High cr,atid very much refomhles him '.vhcever ci- -.

livers faid horfe to the fohft rihrr, or res

him fo that he can be get 11:11 j ...
ceive the above reward with ail rrL.; ih!-expen- ces.

jamcs Lir.dzc:.
Augufi 6tn, 1810.

Crawford, Lcngherty and the Blue Licks,
are of the latter. I have examined the
ground which was the fcc.ne of the defeat
at the Blue Licks, and if I was correctly
informed as to the difoontion cf the two
armies, it appears to me that nothing coulu
have been more eafy than to cntr.p tin-Indian-

in the very toils which tii'v ban

prepared for their advcifur-- . The mbu
fcadc was well arranred to enfnarr a lafh
and imprudent cner.iN , hut the fm.uleft de-reeo- f

military lf.ill upun the part of the
KentncV.y commai.d-- r w?uld have been
fulTicient to put th: In.!i-r- s in the very cut

1
ifwhich c armir- - Jburope :m pete

a hand of mercinaries v tloic only hope
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