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. A number of your fellow citizens folicit
J@ur attention to a fubje& of great and
¢ommon interelt* They addrels you not as
adherents to any political or ccclcﬁaﬂi.c_nl
p ty—Dbut as men who abhor that atheiim
hich rejeds the authority and government
of GOD—as citizens who feel the import-
ance of making tie law relpe&led; and
wi 2 know the impunity of crime tends to
¢ ‘roy both public order and private hap-
i 25, with all the {=curity of property, li.
e ty and life—as friends, brothers, and fa-
h rs of families, to whom the focial chari-
ie . are lacred ; and who can never hold
heap the blood ef fuch as are united to
hem in the tendereft ties of amity, of mature
nd of love. They call upon yon to conli-
er and refilt the prevalence of a crime
vhich {trikes at you in all thefe relations ;
hich has hitherto eluded, but too {fuccefs.
jully, the {everal efforts to fupprefs it, and
‘hich, embeldened by paft impunity, threa-
ens to le.ve nothing {afe of all that is ven.
erzble and valuable in human life——the
Lrime of DurLLING,

They need notprove th  ablurdity and
attrocity of 2 praltice which cannot reckon
gmonpg i1ts atvocates a ﬂng!c wile or gnod
%.: ;.U Few, even of the moft abandoned,
e: .ure to apologile forit upon any cther
inciple than this, that ¢it is a means, how-
ver bad, which the [tate of {ociety renders
pece Tarv for the protedlion ot perfon and
cha afler . and thatif one (hould not refent
an 1a2tult by calling out 1ts author, or (hould
Nec e an infule from another, he would
beec me an cbje& of univerfal eontempt, hi-
o the meancitaflronts, apd incapable
aintaining bis place among men of dig-
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, and fpirit.  Briefly, that pudlic opini-

vhich regulates private henor, isin fave

‘ f Duelliny, and compels one to [acrifice

-exlon, s confca=nce and his wilh=s to
Yo veluaGtabitlity of Lis focial (tanding.’

Uhus the Dueihit 2ffaming it as a falt.

* he is to be rewarded with the approba-

of the community, flies to his weapons
L&

#atiiy Dites his revenge with bloed, and

luces pudlic odnion, as a warrant for
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the under{tanding and the morals of this
nation. Public opinion is merely the col-
le&ive opinion of individuals. To be known
it mult be exprefled. And when, where,
how, has it been exprefled in favor of Du-
elling ? Let the man be produced who has
from principle, refufed either to give or ac-
cept a challenge, that has been purfued by
public reprobation ?

The tiue expreflion of public opinion is
to be fought in the religion of the land ; in
its laws ; and in the converfation of its in-
habitants,

The religion of the land is decifive. That
religion which is received by the people of
the United States, as of Divine authority,
and which has interdicted not only the ma-
tured ad, but all incitements to the com-
miffion of it.

The laws of the land are decifive. They
{peak death to the man who kills anether in
adurls  They (peak degradation & infamy
to every one who, in any manner, aflifts in
a duel. But the laws are merciful ; they
will not allow of any unavoidable rifk of
punifhing the innecent. Aund the guilty,
availing himfelf of their precantion and of
the facility of efcape, created by difierent
jurifdi@ions, eludes their blow, and in the
very adl of [hrinking from this expreflion
of the public will, pleads public opinion in
Lis own vindication,

The private circles are decifive. Go thio’
the ftate from houls to houle ; number the
patrons of Duelling ; and when you have
found them one in a thoufand of our inde-
pendent eleQors, begin to {peak of their o-
pwnion.  Shall we then hear that our opini-
ons colleQively are in diametrical oppolition
to our opinicns feparately 2 And that the
public applauds a pradtice which every one
who contributes to make up that putlic, a
handful of the defperate excepted, pronoun-
ces tenfclefs and wicked? Yet f{trange as
the fa&s are ; full, peremptory, {olemn and
habitual as are the exprefiions of public o-
pinton againfl Duelling, without one {olita-
ry expreflion in 1*s favor, this baneful prac-
tice, the offspring of barbarous marners and
Cloody paflions, 1s Nlill fathered upon public
opinion! And, what is deeply alarming,
gains rapidly among our citizens—gains, in
eppelition to all the expofltulations of realon
and all the fancions of religion ; inoppofi-
tion to the rebuke of the law ; to thie telli-
mony of the wife and good ; to the protef.
tations ot common humanity ; to the tears
of the widow & the forrows ol the orj han 3
to the agoniss of a tethers bolom, and the
yearnings of a mothers bowels 3 to all vhat
is 8ffcling 10 this world, and all that is
tremendous v the world to come !

Are we fathers ! Are we brothers? Are
we citizens £ Are we men! And (hill we

permit & crune, the reproach of gur land &
. . .
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locti—modern honor? & as the {word paffes
thro’ our fouls, to be told, that we invited
its point, and bribed the afl« fiiu Ly our own
complacency in his chara@er. But what
fhall be done ? R'eafon has fpoken and fhe
is difregarded, Religion has fpoken and fhe
s mocked. The laws have {poken, & they
are not heard. Humanity has {poken, and
fhe is infulteds  ‘This is unhappily true.—
Oae meafure, however, {lill remains. A
mealure, fimple, dignificd, & probably more
effe@ual than any which has been tried free-
men of this ftate have only to refufe their
countenance and ‘their vote at the eleclions
toevery man who fhall Lereatter be enga-
ged, either as principal or acceTary in any
duel, or in any attempt to promote one.—
As the utmolt art is ufed by offenders in
this way, to fruftrate the law, by revdering
the requifite proof impoflible, nothing more
is necellary to cut them off from the benefit
of their ill gotten impunity, than to make
current report, or one’s private perfuafion,
by what means foever obtained, the ground
of withholding one’s vote.

That the influence of fuch a determina-
tion, if generally adopted and aded upon,
would be vety great, cannot admit of a
doubt. The only plaufible objeétions are
the two following.

. That a judgment founded upon pre-
fumptive proof, fuch as common rumour of
an article in the public prints, might cons
demn an innotent man : and

2. That the meafure recommanded may
interfere with the freedom of ele@iom.

Upon the firft objeQionitis fufficient to
remark, tiNR (hiould the cafe ever occur, that
a candidare for office fhould fail in his elec-
tion from an unjuit fufpicion of his having
been concerned in a duel, it would {lill be
much better that an individual f{hould be
kept out of an office to which he has no
ripht but the people’s gift, than that an a-
trocions crime {hould go longer without co-
ercion.  The injury it apy. would flow, not
from the vote, but from the fufpicion which
exifted prior to it, and therefore could be
no way oceafioned by it. But fuch a cale
would be {o extremely improbable as not to
be of any weight in \he contemplation of a
grand focial reform. Among all thofe to
whom a general and permanent fulpicion
kas attached on this fubject, it would be dif-
ficult if not impofiible to point out an in-
ftance of miltake. And (hould a miftake
happen heveafter, the perfon accufed, know-
ing that the charge, if belicved, is to fhus
him out from the people’s honours, will not
be {low in repelling ity and refcuing his
charater froin unmerited odium.

With refpe@-to the fecond objelion —
inftead of inte riering with the right of elece
tion, the expedient propof=d is thunded vp-
00 the broadelt and freeft exercife of that
rights It is in the prerogative of every e-
le@or to mive or to deny Lis vote to any
candidate for any resion which to himfelf
is Tatisfa@®ory ¢ or for no ether reafon than
his own clivices He enjoys a controul a.
ver his own vote, wWhich 1 o man, nor body
of men may queftion. And s e may ¢ive
or ll'i.U'.-t It to \'-ll-‘ill-'la’ VErT llc !1 ale s AR
the tune of eleftion, {o be 13 at perfe & li-
bcr'.:,' to declire bictorebard what caule (12l
govern Fam anoats application,
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