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POETICAL ASTYLUM,
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FOR THE ARGUS.

MEessrs. PRINTERS,

If you think the fol-
lowing parody, taken from an ancient work,
entitled to a place in your paper, by infert-
ing it you will oblige 7

THE MAID's SOLILOQUY.

Hail wedded Love—Milton, Book 1V 1.
750.
Our Maker bids increase ; who bids abftain

But our Deltroyer, foe to God and man ?
Milton Book 1V 1.748

IT must be so—Milton thou reafon’st well,

Else wlhence this plealing hope, this fond
deflire,

"This longing after fomething unpofless'd ;

Or whence this fecret dread, this inward
horror,

Of dying unefpous’d —Why f{hrinks the
foul

Back on itlelf, and ftartles at virginity ?

*Tis inftinct, fatal inftinct ftirs within us—

*Tis nature’s {elf, that points out an alliance

And intimates a Huibaod to the fex.

Marriage ! thou plealing, yet ar%Xious tho't,

"I'hro’ what new fcenes and changes must

" WE  PASSmmrme
The unchanging ftate, in profpect lies be-

fore me;
Dut (hadows, clouds and darkness rest up-
on it ;
Here will I hold —If Nature prompts the
* wifh,
(And that fhie does is plain from all her
| works)

Our duty and interest, bids indulge it,

Yor tie great end of Nature's laws is bliss:

Butyet in wedlock, woman must obey—

I'm weary of these doubts, the Priest fhall

" end ’em.

Nor rafhly do I venture loss and gain,

Bondage and plealure meet my thoughts
at ornce.

J wed—my liberty is gone forever ;

Dut happiness from time itlelf fecured ;

Love first fhall recompence my loss of
freedom ;

And when my charmes fhall fade away, my
eyes

Themlclves grow dim—my {lature bent
with years,

L lien v:ﬁ%us friend(hip {hall fucceed to

oo -

". lu‘-’t’,
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Ilen plealed I'll (corn infirmities &death,
Renew'd immortal in a filial race.

1'1_-1ruli:lc at the Qihice of the Weltern Sun.
iy VY13 T oy & T
1HLE PERPETUAL ALMANACG,
&ive | : HT

AT TR S S YRS ICRET Y e

MISCELL ANT.

Historical sketches, on Female In-
Sluence.

The early ages of the world, pre-
{ent the female character m a itate
of extreme humiliation. Sarah
was imperioully commanded by
her hufband to prepare entertain-
ment for the angel. Rebecca drew
water for the fervant and for A-
braham; & Rachel, when accolft-
ed by Jacob, was 1n the field, atten.
ding the flocks of her father. Su-
perior ftrength, pride or temper, in
the onefex, took advantage of the
delicate dependence of the other,
and the virtue ot the latter were
unable to gain an afcendency over
the roughness of the former- In
Egypt and Perfia, the allconquer-
ing power jealoufy confined the
woman from knowledge & focial
intercourse, leaving them folely to
the caprice and command of their
mdividual lords. In Greece no-
thing was held in eltimation but
valor and publick eloquence: As
nature had difqualified the fair fex
for both, they ware regarded as be-
neath the notice of heroes and ora-
tors. Homer confiders Helen (the
wife of Menelaus) of little other
value than as a part of the goods
flolen with her ; and the fame au-
thor celebrates Penelope for refu-
fing fuitors in the ablence of Ulys.
fes ; not because the loved her
hufband fupremely, but because,
in thus doing, fhe prelerved to his
family the dowry fhe brought from
her father, Icarius.

The early ages of the Roman
empire prelents the fame f{ubordi-
nation of the fex ; but after the
conquest of Carthage, the impro-
ving ftate of fociety, and of {cience,
brought them forward te a degree
of eminence; and for many ages
the Roman women were refpected
throughout the world. I'heir vie-
torious hufbands, at their return
from battle, revifited them with
tranfport. They laid at their feet
the {poils of triumph, and endear-
ed themfelves in their eyes, by the
wounds which they had reccived
for them and for the ftate.

To wmanners [everely virtuous,
the Roman woman joined an en.
thufiaftic love of their country.—
On the death of Brutus they all
clothed themlelves in mourning.
In the time of Coriolanus they fa-
ved the city., ‘That incenfed war-
rior who had infulted the fenate and
pricits, and who was {uperior even
to the pride of pardoning, could
not refist the tears and entrea-
tics of the women.  They melwed
his obdurate heart. T'he fenate
decreed them public thanks, or-
dered the men to give thesh place
on all oceations, and caufed an al-
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WOt be crected for them in the

“

place where the mother bad {oft.
encd her {on and the wife her hus-
bandl.

In the reign of Tiberius, whena
heavy contribution was laid on the
women they faughta man to defend
their canle, but no man would con-
{ent to reafon againlt thofe who had
the power of lilc and death. The
daughter of the celebrated Horten-
fius appearcd. She revived the
memory of her father’s abilities ;
fupported with eloquence, argu-
ment, and ability, her own caule
and that of her fex. The trium-
viers blufhed and revoked their
orders. Hortenfia was conducted
home in triumph, and had the hon-
or of having given, in one day, to
men an exainple of courage, to wo-
man a pattern of eloquence, and to
tyrants a leffon of humanity.

But to the Roman empire, or to
the refinements of polithed fociety,
we are not confined, in the dilcus-
{ion of this fubject; for, after the
{fubverlion of the empire, the bar-
barians, who {pread conflagration
and ruin—who trampled on the
monuments of art—who {purned
the appendages of elegance and
pleafure, introduced into Europe
thatf{pirit of gallantry and fubordi-
nation to female merit, which now

fo eminently characterises their |

amufements and their courts.

‘I'hat {yftem which now teaches |

to confider the woman as equal ;
which powerfully influences cus-
toms manners and policy, in both
hemifpheres ; which exalts the hu.
man character by foftening the em-
pire of force ; which mingles po-

liteness with the ufe ot the fword ;

which delights in protecting the
weak, and in confering that impor-
tance which nature or fortune have
denied, was first introduced from
the frozen fhore of the Baltic and
from the {avage forest of the north.

T'he barbarians who over run
Europe, carried their opinion with
their armes and thus the influence
of the women is dilcovered to
have originated ; not in the depra-
vity of fenfe nor in the caprice of
fancy ; but in the natural untaught
manners of barbarians.

T'he influence thus gained and
avowed began to extend itfelf, and
to form a foundation upon icience
and rehigeon ; upon mental as well
as perfonal attractions. Under the
aulpices of an improving ftate of
fociety and of laws highiy favora-
ble to the {fex, have flourithed that
fimplicity which i1s the best index
of an elegant and culuvated mind,
that tafte for refined literature,
which charmes in the pollcfiion
and flimulates to inflant 1mprove.
ment. The walks of {cience have
been graced by a long train of 1l.
luflrious females. Thrones have
oved their fignificance and dia-

(Concluded 3n second page.)
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