. . - -* . 4 = S—— .1"' . ,." f'qf"":-qu t!t
= (forming to the pra®ice in moft of the Urited:ple charz&ereftics which diftinguil ¢

D R B f t. fromthe fub
T & conneiGdes arsd. o ,- ea-jettizens ol a free governiment, c ¢ -
: — AW, Gl aaws conaiaer and puanilth age-jctiizens ; : : y
On Tues iy at 12 o'clock the Governor met :n' '\ "t - l‘.i" 'l ol :lutt- 1 oe I!' criiy with!ects ot a (i!"i| otic one s ihe rnight of ke cp-
4 y ; r < 0)ERe s i AT ) FEENA 7’8 &
bol M IS8S @] (¢ .[.r isiacure mn the Ae- \i‘l hevnies mav bhe proeure, Al oh..th,'; arms . ard that any A morican ﬂ:()nld
as 4 i ol sanad s VInLa ngviad. i}V DT PTOG ¢ AEINE YNNG O S b - AL ~F 2t ahl :
’;‘h-..’l-!: £ r L y - % §* 2 & ! ‘e 1 r 1 - - ‘ J!) t‘ ]l'
i ves Lvamover and dulivered i c,“ antol authonty in the poerion vwho Hlucs ::_tb“c‘ to ay ‘1_11_ h““k”.“_l. In‘!h ,;dmv l‘licll: is
wirew w"‘g S P ‘EE C’H It'l:t,lg . 1‘.} : 1k ;{ |ll1g|tl (|| 1:‘ r] ( !‘ l.‘{p‘ ;};‘t‘ll- ‘.11(’\]3;_.’ m:ll“‘(ﬂs ? 1.ll})lll{i‘!'-‘ . }' sll nlt-' e
s . O, : g Ihintilcr Ameelsties DO sCnlic 1}
caity, feeius to mvite to the coammiithion oflmigiily (C“‘Uf'ﬂbl“_’ i ’:‘ v '.,‘l‘ tt ‘L“: l.; i (ﬂ'_'
’ ~ . y . 15 3 rgiy - { T 3 bt | * 1 ) ;‘ 4 i ltdr A L : ~
Feorow CiT Zx5s OF THRE LEGISLATIVE Couwncir U Urt‘:i'.‘t'. which 1s decined futh Claldy hel l‘“*‘t Lt ?“0“-““ '.b..n.‘ RS v _' : . T
\ 1er it the punifhiny o icath.—=It 1y capaile man will be called upon to affume
AND Lievss oF REPRAESENTATIVYS, LHous. ton Qe punpyan' nt ol acatil. At ) L& TR P |
i e floatien ©

g s €ertainly better, whea it 1s proflicable ojthe charalter of a folther :

- . . . = I .= N 2 i l-._ - g Y. ‘, (’l tl't‘ \l':ll p‘:" {.‘:..:]. ;‘-‘) “?ll a.-‘
HE exiftence of difficulties in the exe. Prevent erimes, by regulations which the Uli- (OUF diidire i - 4 Y R (T v tihat 1t
l ) 11 | F1¢ » ¢ < sor e s A ETRT . (i ) 2P ) S i LI1€eT AR C 1 2Lt « 4 i k
curon ol our revenue law, which could not vinc 1,1_.“ ’J_ g!f_H wWig LUJ_ Lcannot evane, tdd“[‘ﬁ" this f 0”"“"".' _‘,“ ”_;{’_‘ ¢ m..)’ ourivives
bz overenme but by the interpolition of the U} the infliction of punifliment.  Anamend-{fhould be Hot'( 'r"’) o pae ~9 S'A reftlefs
" . = . \ s 1 . 3 (1. ] J - \ I 1yat Nay hanicil. - C
ut an earhier period, than that which was af- rettthe applicants for hicenfes to give b nd & and ditlatisied difpolts ' hboring " thdiek
fizned by the prorogation which terminated fedurity in a fmall amount of ther legul abvl. jicll among f__“‘m‘-] *‘ri [f‘L_ '{“ 2 g ‘og Be de’

your Lift meeting. 1 regret the inconvenience! 1ty to marry, would probably fave muny un-land a few individuals are believec t

which this mealure has probably occalioned fufpe€ling females, from being made the|cidedly holftile.
vithms ot their eredulity.

to lome of you, gentlemen, but the public
cxigencies coulu not, in my opinion, admit
of delay—and | was moreover perfuaded,

that vou would think with me, that the calls|circthit courts to grant divorces.

of official duty, were paramount 10 every
private or perfonal confideration.

I have dire¢ted the auditor to lay before
you, gentiemen, a {tatement of the caules,
which have produced the embarrafsments

- in the colle¢tion of the taxes tor the prefent
year, which will enable you to determine
more correflly on the remedy that is to be
applied.  An amendatory acl to the one
which is now in force, may anfwer for the
prefent ; but nothing lefs, in my opinios,
than a total change in the whole {yftem, will
fave us in tuture from the difagreeable con.-
fequences of a deficient revenue, and an
empty treafury. ‘I'he defels in the prefent
fyltem were early forefeen, and at the open-

ing of the laft fefiion, 1 ftrongly recommend-|d

ed to the two houles the adoption of a differ.
entplan. The combination ot fo many cir-
cumitances, {uch as this law requires, mult
always rendcr the execution of it uncertain
and precarious—it appears to me, alfo, that
it is bottomed upon an improper principle ;
the guantum and ratio of the tax thould be
fixed by the legiflator alone, andnot by an
executive officer. This i mportant fubjeét,
gentlemen, claims your earlielt attententjon ;
1t will require the exercife of much induft.
ry and patience, to remedy the evils which
have arifen from the prefent un fortunate fyf-
tem, and to provide one which fhall give cer-
tuiniy and flability to vour revenue. In af
fairs of this kind, experience is the belt guide
which the legiflature can follow—he wiil
feek out cafes that are parallel to the one, on
which he is called to acl, and will thus pof:

to lvs objet.  Inthe prefent inftance the
1s no ncceflity ofa recurrence to foreign or
diltant examples—the neighboring Rtates af-
fording precvly what we feek, A people
fimilar in manners, in habits, and in the flate
of information, railing their revenue from
the fame objett. —Notwithftanding the em-
barrafsmentswhich have hitherto attended
our financial operations, gentlemen, there is
one conlolatory circumitance, which has
been fully eftablifhed—that a revenue equal
to all our neceflities can be raifed, & that
100, without oppreflion or inconvenience to
the people.

The organization of the inferior courts.
which was adopted at the firfl feflion, contin
ues as far as I am informed, to produce all
the good effe€ls, which was expeéled 1o flow
from 1t

No feflion of the court of chancery has yet
been holden 3 whether the blame 15 attribu-
table to the chancellor, or to the legiflature,
imnot providing him a compentation, 1 thall
not attempt to cetermine—it i1s. however, a
flate of things, which cannot but produee
great wconvemece and diftrefs to the fuitors
In_that court, a1 fpeedy remedy onght cer-
tatniy to be appiied. If in the revicw gen.
tlcmen, which you fhall take of the other
parts of the judiciary  {yflem, it fhould ap-
pear lulceptible of improvement. in the im.
portant puints of facilitating the operations of
Jullice, and lefloning the burdens to its at.
tatament, the adoption of it, would uo doubt
gratcful to vour conftituents.
dhe low which was palfed at the laft {=f
fion ol the legislature, for regulating mar
riages, does not authorize the clerks who if.

fels himlelf of fure land marks, to guide ir':hseme as any that could happen, it was ne-|

(L

e * hicd !a[L“, to demand |t'Cl_Irll}' of llac dp-
pheani. that there exilts no lawful impedi
ment to the propoled union.  This omiflios,

which Huppole was accidental, occafions a
very glanng mmconfiftency in our code —con .

Je€l,is the law authorifing the general aad

Cunneéted in fome meafure with this ful)-

The pro.!
pricty and policy of a law of this kind, has
been ftrongly contefled in many parts of the
United States ; and it is believed that the
Frinciple has been every where condemner,
avein one ortwo flates only.—It cannot be
denied, that the fuccels of one applicant for
a divoree, has always the efte€t of producing
others, auclthat the advantages which a few
individnals may derive from the diffolution
of this folkmn contra&l,urctoo dearly purcha-
fed by itdinjurious eflc@s upon the morals of
the comfiinity. I'he {cencs which are fre-
quently | xhibited in trials of this kind are
thockinglto humanity;tie tics of confanguin-
ity & natfre ave loofcned: the child 1s brought
to give tfitimony againil the parent ; confi-
| affcClion are deflroyed ; family fe-
crets ditlofed, and human nature is exhib.
ited in ijs worft colours. Inthe time of the
public, divorces might be obtain-
mmary and ealy procels, but {o
the abhorrance of them amongft
thefe enlightened people, that in a period of
five hungred years, but one perfon had been
found tq take advantage of the priviledge
which tht law allowed——but when their man.
ners becane corrupted by luxury, divorces
were [o cymmon, that applications were fre-
quently ¢ to the college of Augurs to af-
certain father of a child born in Yegal
wedlock) A few years ago there were but
two inflahices on record in  the flate of Vir.
ginia of applications for divorces ; one onl

ofthefe had been fuccefsful, and althoug

that was acknowledged to be a cafe
which had as ftrong claims to indul.

verthelefs oppofed by {fome of the moft en.
lizhtened patriots of the ftate, upon the prin.
ciple, that it was better for. an individual to
(ulfer fome inconvenience, than that an ex.-
ample fhould be eftablithed, fo injurious
(us they fuppofed) to the morals of the com-
munity. Y ere ought certainly, however,
to be fome tribunal for granting divorces ;
but [ am decidedly of opinion, that this pow.
er can no where be fo properly lodge:d as
with the legiflature.

‘The perie€lion of the militia fytem, geon.
tlemen, is an objet of the firft importancee.
o render it an efficient and eompetent pro-
teCtion 1o our country in time of war.it is re.
quiite that its organization & dicipline fhould
be attended to in time of peace. | fear, howevy.
er, that our progrefs in thefe effential points,
will full far thort of the public expectation.
and my withes ; unlefs the ftate of our trea.
fury  will authorize the difburfcment of a
fmall fum as a compeniation for a flaff offhices
i each eounty, to attend to the difiplinins
the men and regnlating the returns. It eive:
me pleafure to flate that fome degree of mil.
itary fpirit begins to manifeft itielf in {everal
parts of the territory, and thut there i
probubility that we fhall at leaft tuenid]
our quota ol volunteers, to ferve upon the
terms of a late alt of congrels. The det
ciency of arms and accoutrements, througi
out every corps of the nnlitia, 1s however.
truly alacimang, and difgraceful—=—men in el
cireumftances are not athamed to appear up
on the parade without a firelock, or bearn;
one which would be more harmiels to an ¢.
nemy, than the flicks carricd by others—
Whiltt we thould pity, and endeavor (1o
the public purfe to turnilli thofe who are un
able to {upply themilelves, thofe wlo are
able, & negict

.
the honorable appellation of de.

Le denied
{fenders of their county. Oncof the princi.

to equip themlelves, {liould

It gives me plealure, how-
ever, to flate, that 1 have within g few days,
received from two of the tiibes, LR molt po-
itive affurances of friendflLip, and their un-
aiterable  determination _to fubmit them-
(tlvesentirely to my dire€lion. Theie allu-
rances, a.though in my opinion flincere,
ought not entirely io be relied upon ; and the
preparations ought fillfor de'ence to go on,
until the real difpolition of all the tribes is per-
fectly altertained. Although the agency of a-
foreign power in producing the ddcontents
among the Indians cannot be queflioned, 1
am perfuaded that their utmaft efforts, to
induce them to take up arms would be un<
availing, it one only of the gnany perfons,
who have committed murler en their peo.-
pic could be brought to puifhinent ; whilit
we rigorou{l#:xa8l of them the Clivery of
every murderer of a uhnte. man ; the ne.
gle¢t on our part to pumifth fimiilar 'O&M‘“ﬁ
commuitted on them, forms a flrong and juft
ground of corpiaint, for which I can offer
no excufe or paliation— A powerful nation,
rendering jullice to a petty tribe of favages,
is a fublime fpeélacle, worthy of a great re<:
public; and of a people who have fhewn
themiClves as valiant in war,as in peace mod-
erate and forbearing., 1donet know gentle-
men, whether it will be in your power, to
remedy the evil complained of| as the defe@ls
feems to be not{o much in the laws, as m
the execution. But if any mcans can be a-,

ice in any cales in which the Indiaus are.

on vourfelves, and be
vantage to your country,

ﬁgncemed i-themeulure wonld refleét hon-
undouhred-gde

‘T'he fale of the |
of Vincennes, fince the laft fefion of the le
Fﬂature, and the preparations for opening o«
Ler land offices,gives us a nearer proifpeét of
the accomplifhment of our hopes and wifhes,
by the formation of a flate government. An
event of fo much importance to the profper'-
ty and charaéter of the country, ought 1o be
mcc}i.lcmtcd by every means within our
reden., ‘

H ! Should not do juftice to my own feelings,
and perhaps difappoint your expe&ations,
gentlemien, fhould I negle€t on this occafion,
to-mention a fubje®, which has greutly a-
gitatedd our country, and ecalled forth the
warmclt exprefiions of patriotic ardour, from’
cvery clafs of its citizens,—=1he United
States, true to thofe principles, which ought
to prevail inevery republic 3 prefiriog hap-
pinels to fplendor, and fafety 10 giory ; ve

entangling politics of Europe ; and by prac.
ting  the mofl perfcét  neuwrality 10 keep
clear of thole bloody wurs which have fo
long defolated the fincft quarter of the globe!
Thejullice and mpartality of her. condu®
owards the belligerents, has not bowever
been reciprocated—and from one of thofa
powers, mfult and njury have folowed each
other, n quick fucce flion 3 and premfed fa-
tslaclion teen anticpated by furtlnr out-
rage ! "L he fhops of our mercnants purfuing
tlenal commerce, upon that oecan, 1o w hich
H have an equal right ; Lave Leon captured
Plundered, and their men imprefled 1o ferve
foreign tyrant, aod thed their blo o in  hat.
tes in which they have no mtareft.  For
thele agreflions, our sovernment without
mngling with its politics,  thofe paflions,
which agitate the bre.fls of monarchs, and
'« hich produce the greater partafthofe wars
v hich overwhelm therr unhappy fubieéts,

with mifery and run @ have deman re.
rels, but have demanded itin + am, il cale
culating, Lowever, upon the exiflence of a

better difpolition, on the part of the power
. I
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