Shottly atter the defeat of the British ar-
my at fort Erie, in the briliant sortis planned
aud executed by General Brown, that officer
received totelligence that General [zard was
ou his way (o join him with a large force.—

A few weeks sooner, this intelligeace wonld!

have Leen highly gratifying.
can armyy, hemmed in by a foe whose num-
bers more than quadrapled their own, had
been placed in an emiarrasting sitaation.

The fort wae situated on low, flat ground,

fd the seaton being very wel, the con-
siant t fampiog of s many men had con-
verted the whele place into one great mod
puddle; the garrison, who were lodged in
tents, were exposed to conlinual rains; there
was no spol secure from the elements, and a
dry vesimunt bed, or blankel, was at times,
not to he found within the lines of the senti-
uels; while the frequert alurms, and the ne-
cessary “ wateh and ward,” lelt only inter
vals for the breken slumbor which refreches
ne Bat little pay, if avy, had been receiv-
ed duiing the campaign—money there was
absolutely none—and our diet was necessari

Iy confined to (he ration of meat and hread.
which was not f the best kind. The per-
petual shower of cuanon balls and bursting
of bownb shell was ot a matter of complaint,
far this was soldiers’ luck; to be shot at was
our voration; and as we failed not to amuee
curselves at the batteries during a part of
every day, we had. at lea:t, the satisfaction
of believing that cur fallen companions would
not. like Scioio's ghost, “stalk unrevenged
amoig we”  Bat nestling in the mire, and
starving, and coughing our lungs away, were
mattees which bad not eatered 1oto onr cons
tract with the government, aud on which our
commissiong, as well as the “ruler and arti

cles,” were silent. [t was not so “nominated
in the bond.” Why could net Uncle Sam
send us fond and physic, aud a few lusty fel

fowa 1o help us fight!  Where there are no
wrper flunus men, every one who falls leaves
8 niche; and while wa bebeld our litthe forre
gradoally wasting away, it was provoking
enongh to reflect that our eountry waes foll
of mzo, sowe of whom abused us, some laugh:
€d at us, a low praised, and none assisted —
I may add, that the foe had vowsd our ex.
termination. and en one occasion had march

ed up to our batteries, Glling the air with the
dreadful warery, ' No guarter—no quarter
to the d—n Yankees!!” and that neble spirit

of #mulation, that genercus contention, and |

€ourienns interchange of kindiv cffices
Proper aceanons, which should exist anor e
oviliged armivs, were all snallowed o
the foap hate excited by the
criac! y of the anemy.

the d «ctor, 4

1w
cold-bloeded |
As war, di-eare, and!
hinned our ranks, it fEem
ed vmident, tha mijiss |-“_|I"“t'l shounld ar.
rive, we must he . e the victima of that un.
relenting barvari o, of ahich our fellow citi-

BTe 9m vor g wiors, have had sufis
fie gperience  Our country, however,
atitl ap . # I L o™ not what wonld

Bave becomis of ns, tad it not been for one
Bivd-heartvq v lemane. He was Quaker
geotlemac; ai d the Quakers, you know, are

The Aweri.

w#t an unfrequented, but more dircet path,
which, leediig in the neighborhood of fort
Niagura, then in possession of the evemy,
Was Iraught with danger; but it was neces-
sarily chosen. A large clonk disgviced the
person of vur suldier, concealing his arms and
(military iosiguiag and he hoped, under the
cover of uight, to pass the vicinity of the fort
unobserved, By rapid riding he reached the
neighborhood of Schlosser a little before sun.
sety and being unwilling to approach Qneen:
lstown early in the evening, he checked his
horse and rode leisurely along. Cooped up
as he had been, he now enjoyed, with an ex
quisite relish, the luxories of pure air, ex-
eruise and liberty. His route lay along the
margin of the Niagara river, which now »
arnted him from those glorions tields whic
American valor had been so conspicuouely
displayed. A few weeks before he had pas-
sed along the opposite shore in all the fervor
of youthiu} hope and military pride,surround-
ed by the pomp and circumstance of glori-
ous Wir, by the tumult and ghtter of an ar
my with |lying colors,and drums and hearts
beating. Now the solitary horseman rode

meny nor did the distant echo whisper dan.
g1 In hig ear, but s eye dwelt upon scenes
of interest; well known spots eccasionally
glanced upon his vision; here an army had

alung; the brecze bore not the accents of

10g béme, ulthough it was atill upwurds of

fixteen miles dietant, and he said he would be
8lad of our travellers company.

lingered over the awful nbyss, and the officer
whe had beheld this wonderful sight from the
opposite shore, proposed to his companion to
halt, that he might survey it under a new as-
pecte  The latter, who seemed in no haste,
cheerfully eomplied, and even seemed pleas-
ed with the opportunity of acting the Cice
rone, and detailing all’ the wonderful tales
extant, in relation to the great cataract, He
did not, it is true, relate that surprising fact
which Goldsmith has recorded, and Morse

descended these rapids in their canoes, in
perfect ralely ; because, notwithatnnding this
circumstance is vouched for by two celebra-
ted doctors, great amateurs in rivers, winds,
and mountains, the vulgar give it no credit,
wnd the natives deny it. Strange infatua-
tion, that the assertions of philosophers should
not be believed, in preference to car own er-
ring sentes and crude potions of probability!
When our officer mentioned this story Lo his
guide, he exclaimed. “lmpossible! the man's
sarlinly cracked!™ A.a liad he 1old the snme
individual that Dr. Miichell hsd said that a
whale was not a fiech, he would have cxpres.
sed similar astonishment:--vo incredalous is

ﬂhas copied from him, i. e. that the Indians

been encamped, there a battle fought, and
under thoge trees slept many a comparion!
Tue lnet rays of the eun fell upon hiv back,
and the trees thiew their gigantic shadows
along the path before bim.— At su:h an hour
the eye 1s most delighthed with the beautics
of 2 wild landacpe, whes the rocks, and
glens. s d svecluded places begin to durken
into th. gloom of twilight, while the san-
beams still glitte - on the hilis and tree topy,
of eleep upon the « nve.  The Niagara was
tippling along its rooky channel, marmuring
and fretting as 1t rushed towards the preci-
pice, over which its descent cauecs one of the
sublimest chjects in nntare.  These circum-
stancee all combiced to wrap the heart of
the traveller in sweet and pleasing medita.
[tiwn; and he rude on, enjoying these dreams,
:'hith creeping imperceptibly inte young
hearts, hold the imagination entranced i de-
]Iighl; in irresistible delusions, full of rap-
'ture, varie'y, and beauty. The hour was
watching, the scene picturesque, the very
(atr melodiovn, and the realities
became mellowed. and suftened, and spirita-
aliz-d into airy creations of the fancy, The
mid, warmed into romantic feeling, gave ity

u!’““‘nln huoe to the suricunding objects: rade

and Domibiar things took to themclves wings
aod flow wway; volgar wscclalions were
banishe X, the scenery disposea iteell into

vied colors (ol upon the ladscape; crea-

breces murgted 10 numbers,

Our cficer halted o moment at Schlosser
to make sume i!lquilirs relative ta his route,
and learning that a countryman had just pas-
sed aloog, whose homeward path led in the
vers direction desir u, he determined to pro-
it by his company nd guidance.  Spurring

famed 0o henovalences  Slipping vt of the
fort mre day, aboat acon, when John Bull!
gevrr dreamt of such a mattery be dexteri |
cusly cut ol sbout a third of their acmy, and
by that “ree use of the bavonet,” which the
Heitieh commander had recommended spoL
A refent oorasiong Le saved his awn credit,
and the throats and «c lps uf hic mer, whe
6l%d the air with aeclanitions. The enemsy,
completely defcated, retired; und G spal
Brawe, aot bavtng force enoegh to
coutd only make bis
fohhye.

At this junctare, a despateh arrived, an-
nonncieg that General lzord had left Platts-
Gurg: was to embark at Sackett's Harbor,

i wursw
Sow, and wush Lthem,

ard pasang up the Iuke, touch ut the Elghol

Loen Mi'e Creek, whence his course would
be dlreaied, in u grest measure, by the in.
tVigence he received from Gerveral Browa.
I wae desivanle, herefore, that he should
Poomot at that point, by an officer from fors
E owho could advise him of the exact sity-
g ool the garveon, and the relative pos
tion and strengin of the twe contenaing

Wa vile ppefut:\l:.\n it was: 1t was the kt-eu'

hie wieed, therefore, he rode rapidly on—
Near the Falls he overlcok the boar, pled-
ding beavidy along.  He was & man whoee
general autline anvounced him to be of the

shiaper and shades of heauty; hright and "-;Inw.

tares of fancy people ! the shade, and the |

ignorance, so unwilling does it how to sci-
cence and resvarch.  For sy part, | make it
'n rule never 1o quarrel with a philosopher,
and am therefore willing tn admit that it is
ot oinly m safe bat a remarkably salubrions
cand amusing recreation 1o paddle a canoe
down the fulls and back agmn.

Leaving this spot, the officer was condnet.
ed by his guide 1o another objeet of admira-
lion.
(he river, rushing along with the immense
vilocity acquired by heing precipiiated from
to great a height, suddenly strikes a perpen-
dicalar precijice, which juts boldly into the
strewm frem the American side, and the cur-
[reut thus thrown ahruptly to the left, creates
‘a whirlpool, which is not the least among the
cariositics of this region, The officer advan.
ced to the rdge of the chif, and gaged in si-
lence on the foaming current, and its over-
hanging banks, now dimly discovered thre'
the gray twilight, His reveries were bro-
ken by his companion, whe narrated a mel

wround him 'anchely tale connected with the scene of

(\beir contemplation,  Many years ago, when
nll of this country wasin the possession of the
British, a detachment of troops, having under

their convoy a number of families with their

furniture and haggage, were overtaken b

be.
Bat the French and Indinns fnd form-
ed an ambuscade at this very spot, and just
s the devo'ed party were pamsing aloug the
brink of the precipice, the savage foe ruched
en them with hideous yells, Those nlone
who have heard the soul-thrilling cry of the
Indian warrior, who have heard it breaking
through the gloom of the night,

‘however, in hopes of reaching the forte

tifants, and the shricke of women, with the
groans of the dying, the prayers and carees
of the living, those only ran conceive the
horror of such o moment. In vain the troope
endeavored to resist=-tha tomshawk was

mididie ape; but his visage placed him in the
dechioe of tife, Dissipation hnd probably an
ticipated the polaving toueh of time, and had

wonkled s foce and shightly tinged bis hair | geen hand, snd had not the stern

wih the fosty hae of wiater. His bloed
grve proof of habitual wtemper-
ance; but there wusspeculaiion in thew, and

1
D! Bver

cauning standy glance of one whoe in his time |
bad cary shaflled, and dealt, who could ship
acard and kiow where the trumps lay —
with this was mingled the dulloess of an b
literate man, aud Cie humer ol cue who wae!
willing to be mmmsed, and meant no harm (e
others. Saving the besettiog win above al-
luded te, and perhaps the cceasional passing
of a counterfiit Bill upon strong temptation,
a small maiter (or a frontier man, he might
have bren an hosest fellow: vne who knew
the courtesies and good feelings of life, pas.
sed the cup merrily, would do a neighboily

drenched in blood-=thy Kuropean heard the

idreadfal warcry, and felt that it was hie

knell; be received the fatal blow from an un.
pleasure of
behalding his antagonisy, bat fell, withous the

gratification of avenging his death, or the

honor of defending hae lite. Still the foe 'rﬂ-:ment
sed on; with the war.wheop was mingled his situation

loud showts of triumph and the laugh of
montac cxaltation; the soldiers gave back
the horses, panie strack,

(ehildren fullowed, and the whaie of this un-
hapoy party slept that night under t're wave.
“TE i said,” continued the iuformer, “that
Iﬂptrih may eill be veen of m moonhight mght,|
\dancing in cireles i1 y. under whirliog place
#here the water gors tound rapidly--and
noyw, see there! what is that?™  The officer!
Hsoked in the direction designated by the oin |

A short distance below the cataract,

Concealing his tenée of the dancor blu'vﬁd-
this information implied to his peccn an
mission, he euid carelessly, * Weli, | suj poe®

They reached the Falls while da light 3¢t [they will not distarb peaceuble travellers?”
YHght 3 ) I

“Sometimes they do, and sometimes lhvj:
don't," was the repiy. “Do they ever get
oat as far as your little villaga?” “Oh! yeh
ofien!™ “And how do they behave therc?
“Bad enough, bad enough,” and he then pro
ceeded to narrate a number of particulars,
showing how these peity maranders destroy-
ed their property, insnlled their womei, and
bullied their men, adding to the most Moa-
strous acte of cruelty und oppression, the
mennness of picking locks and pillering tric
Ges. It wns by no menis a matter of pieas-
iing reflection to the bearer ol despatches,
that he must rest that night, if he rested as
ally under a roof sutjected to these doaneilis
ary visits; but he had other causes of wncas
siness. [t is well known thut all the inhabit
ants within the rench of an English yarrison,
who are capable of corruption, become cor-
rapt.  English gold, which ic but » bug-bear
among the virtuous, presents o tempting lure
to the loote aud anprincipled whabitants of
a frovtier, who cun scarcely be enid to be-
long to any country; and our armics scmes
times encoantered spies and traitors, nhiie
they bad fondly hoped to find friends. Og
this cvenzion, vur officer, who had incailious
ly placed himself under the guidance of 2
stranger, began to feel, as darkness gaihiored
around him, that he had acled imprudentlyy
a8 (he latter could as easily conduct him to
fort Niagara as to a place of safety. He con:
ceuled his suspicions and determined Lo act
warily.

It was dark when they reached Lewiston,
a httle village which had been entirely re-
duced to ashes by the enemy. The moong
which now shone brightly, disclosed the soli-
tary chimnies standitg amid the ruine, the
fruit trees surronnded by briars, the remaing
of enclosures, and the merks of desolation,
A more beautiful sitvat i could seareely be
ima gined, but wae new » wilderiere, Here
they took a path which led them: from the
river. A thick forest now overchadowed
them, and they procecded in silence, snd
wrapped 10 impenetrable duikness, excepl ad
intervals, when they reached the summit of &
hill, and the moon shot her beama throngh the
branches. It was ouly by scizicg such op-
portunities to watch the progress, and mack
the exact pesition of this friendly lumivary,
that our officer, by forming seme estiniate of
the course he waus punswing, could jodgs
correctly of the fidclity of his guide. ==

y | They pasted an encampment of the Tusca
inight in the vieinity.  They still proceeded, !

rora Indiane, where all was durk uod .ilenty
|Aand abont midnight arrived at the place &f
destinatiou, which, though characteriged as
in village, was componed ol only twe or thre -
lIng cabins, Te ore of these, which was digs
utfied by the name of a public house, our

itrm-eller was conducted by his cunpanion, .

who apologized for net inviting him te hie
ewn house, owing to the lateness of the hoyp

with oll ite and the want of accommodations.
herrible accompianments. with the wail of

Mine host, though called from his bed,
cheerfully ascisted his guest in pulling away
(his tired horse, and then led him through &
room where three or four rough two-fisted
fellaws lay snoring with their foet to the five,
ton chamber on the upper floor. Supper .
he declined, as well from policy as want of
appetite; wid baving secured the door, and
baid his pistols under the pillow, he gathered
‘Lis cloak around him, -ndp threw higisell og
the bed. From a light slumber he was awae
ked bi a low mnrmur of voices in the apast-
tlow, to which the piecariousness of
induced him to lis'en with an

de-lintense and thrilling interest. Then a foote
s Hlep was
fled from the din of &l
battle, and in a moment were precipitated ment afterwarde the latch wus
inta the yawning gu!f; men, women, and raised.

heard upon the stuirs ascending
'wly towurds his apartment, and wn » mo-
cautiogsip
Mo rose, seized his arms, and walks
i“d across the flour; the footstep retired the

jveices censed below, and all was silent, Oup

cfficer loved his life as dearly as other men,
But it will only be attributing to him on this
vecasion the feelings of his profession, to sups
pore thai he felt more anxiety for his honor,
aid the success of his mission, ,

His broken slumbers yiclded but littie pev

A [act when it came i his way, rever best hi’l!g;rr of his eornpanion, and beheld a black ob. | ficshment during the remainder of ihe ni ht:
ne. s deonvey the vumminic witons of (e wife when he wuz sober, nor ‘troabled Mg jeet in the whiripool. rising & foot or two a- and before the first grey streak illumilElcl.-
persl Bowan, A Yoy ar I-.._.) titcer wad childe 0 when ?‘_t?_; l;f"t oot of hws Way .~ have the surlace of the 'nler.titcnln!mg in-'the eastern hn;;“,n' lie arose, and stole ‘-m.ih
secordiipls samman d 1o 1he Genecal's quar'Sach ot least was the edtimate which « Ut picly watho it aud gradunlly appreaching ibe with uoicol-qe steps, prssed the sosing hoard.
fers,a d ater re civing 1 : FRERTY IA-|voung moldier formed of his Companion, gu- tentig, m\__!i| it wus swnllowcd in the voricx ors, ond 10 & MGIn: _Tt l'n*alhrd lie free air
clPaciions, ke wys or ! L in l‘t t Bimsatl n g thels .a,“_—---_-..l-_ ot ride together, to wiuel ln,. cosid Enl“, imngine. that the trenke and | His Yoree woc Noan Cl[i..'i"‘l'aﬂd. and mou"ﬁng'_
readinesg ta o« ' ymrdiatelr.  Supneral|it s enly noegns oty to »dd, that he scemed ! i sehie of trees, floating down the eusrenl, |tie rode 1o the di. v .‘!‘:.t!lt-u?'ﬂ\mmled his hml.‘.
beard s b o n fy "Rl to have recently perted from good liguor, | might be deawn into the pool, and whirlivg 'wi . wae 14 611 bz Liear bie loud hallo.-—-'
the hour he g b ot feachland to heve ailzined that procise p L of sround within the ticinlly of the waler, mighq__su;'yl,g,; o @ is voodt in the saddle. he
fi'w“pmto- \ ! LG v, O relevariory wiiel is well sndeys HWLANCDY 4ysume an npriahl position, and present the made 59 1 piy 1o Lis 1opeated dcmnn:l h;
nhy ‘EPE'_- “ ' AViritatin, Bugh Haolite cirele by the phrase, “a litle high. appearance which ala~med the iﬂh:lhifﬂbf..‘knnu bis fare, b al e forward, laid hie
must oo Uiy at | Lt e orowisl When the two ridess eacountese 4, 1oy and gave probabilicy o their conjectures., Fhand upon the Lo “ Handa «ff, my
aor the d 'vice™  he General swmiied, ns goutivized each o her with that teniane o rael 1 Treey S

med the diciance, ha: 0y wdicated the route. s whiteh cob monly passed betweon siran
sod reminding bis duvuy that there weas bare ’

'y ime enoush lofi to accomplish the jour
aey by the oyost rapid viding, wished him a
plex:anl jaunt,

The Sears of despaiches, Crossing an arm
2f the lake

(vicini'y of the hostile armies.  Thre cantious

gers who met o those dangeroos Gines o the

que L on, and the guarded answer passed ma-
(awtly, until each had learned as muach as he

am glad to add, however. that he had the (inend,
di:eretion to concenl his scepticism irom his Jis'
follow traveller, ' whose remark he gravely s the hogt, oo
2o, e m riw o
re:in At

replied: “That human bodies when not de
cently buried seldom rested in peace, but
that he had never heard of their doing any |

“my horse is ticke
valicht, sir, alighe!™
take o dram before you
tatig = and still beld ‘the'
tment other faces appeared
v er bikked neither theiw

Lk I W E!.’: I-'JI.I‘

if Llie d e i

could and disclosed as much an he pleased. lharm.” His rompanian assented to the truth [compary

teh separates fort Erie trom{Our oficer annonnced himeelf as a store
Boffalo, d to the guartermaster tolkeeper, who had been to the army to muke
procare ® hactey s being well mounted, de-[a trafie with the settlers, having failed
parted early iy \lle afierneon of the same which, he wa2 naw retariing home in haste,
day.  Twu tiues were precented to his by a route which he was told wus much near

their joarnes
Fhess conversal:oms havin:

tof this sagacicus remecs, snd ey puraned picce of
[strack e o

baviched re- and ihashed

serve, wnd the compantons beginnig to grow _rger behind

choire; the

fravdtled wituin the nllotiad time;

vie was the main read which led 'er than the main road, and wished to get that
by Batavin, aid wue (oo circuilons (o be night to a place called

—. The coun-

the athar teyman tived ot that very place, was now go- pass wi!

into ronfidence with each other, the officer |
ventured to inquite how near their reute led
to fort Ningara, and learned that they must s

hio a short distance of that fortress.

! oksy and dropping =
ety wt the landlords feet, he-
¢ o the side of his steed,
gallogy leaving all dan
VILLAGE BEAU.
The ealm presence of a sublime mind in
pires veneration, uxcites preat trmuglite qnﬁ‘;

noble sentimenty in the wive o4 Rood,

.



