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PRINTED &ND PUBLISHED WEERLY, BT Freeland, both of them with open and hon- ment and, perhaps, perplexiiy of Wormslyg I had made some yeurs afterwards o
est hearts, ready to join issue and proceed who was puzzling himsclf to discover wial purpese of == @
possible end was to be attained by the 1o
The ense was briefly opened by the Iatter, mony of one he had never hefere heard of,

Witiam € KEWEN.

TERMS OF THE «MESSENGER?™ IORICRS. b bi
For fif v-two numbers, in atvance, . 8 mf;w-t the examinalion into the subject tomi
dn do paid within the year, 2 50 m-_'r':l."d- ’ |

ds do  paid at the expiratien, 3 00| Bul one witness was present, and that was
7y The ;;’0"‘ ""m:“u be P"ifii" produce, deliver |7, ..uly Hartley, one of those hefore whom
ed at this offi e or such other plice as may beagrecd . : )
on. Fifieen per cent. deduction made when paid in old Mr. Clermont nckuowledged and signed

cash. kic will, the other witness had been dead
27 No paper discontinued until arresrsgesare paic lcome years. Hartley swore that the will
J 7 Stubseribers served by post to pay - Scentsexorid oy . . '
* .7 Alvertisements inserted at the ususl rates. mrnduﬂ.d was that made h’ Clermant ' he "_"
{7 Subseripticns paid within two months, will be membered the form of the paper on which it
considercd in sdvance . wins drawn, and he had no manner of doubt,
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] was wical will.

Messra: Cotton & Mix, merchants, Mountsterling, h':m.d’ that that d the !d:ld'c 'Il lh|
sre surhorised to receive produce from our subseri Were you made acquainte w"s‘ e F‘“"'I
bers. tents, Mr. Hurtley, at the time?” enquired
For the accommadation of our subscribets onthe|the couneel of Wormely. ;

-tn route, : t Z :

A Richura T G ‘ “] know that old Mr. Clermont did give|

Richarda T Goddard, at his store, in York township, Yo ;
Charles ¥ Krutz, st his siore, in New. York, all his farm to Mr. Wormsly, for 1 heard him|

Aribert Gazlay, nesr Troy, say =0, and heard him read so, just as | and
Sanmur! Hicks near Quercus Grove; 3

vl e . L[ Me. Harrowman were leaving the room.”

“:_Ilu_? My j..n.i_o:git. n: f]_nlfn 1A1|m.1s!}t‘p. uly this your signature + ncked Freeland.
“Yes!—1 have no doubt that to be my own
hand-writing, for I put it there, just where 11
is, over Mr. Harrowman's.” '
‘May it please the court,” said Mr. Free.
; land, 1 would ask the defendant a few ques-|
amscll tad YainTdU—Rokeby | 4ans in this business, leaving it, of course, at
(concrLuDED.) hiis option whether to reply 1o them or not;
It was in vain to attempt at that time tn|the objeet of my client is to satisfy his own
get any thing farther out of Wormely, and mind that what appeara to him al present a
and yvoung Clermont, therafore tosk his leave mysterious trapsaction, is one of justice and
and went home rather disuppeinted. but|plain dealing: assuming this as a fact, as |
srailed patiently for ‘to-morrow er next day,'|presume is done hy my opponent, the defend-
but several to morrow’s cama and brought|ant, I think, can hare no objections to an
not the expected meseage from Woranly.  |swering the few questions | chall pat to him.”
A month elapsed, and still the promised| *Certainly not, eertainly nob."” responded
gatizsfactory information was withheld Cler.|Wormsly, “1 am ready to answer any thing
mont became uneasy--unbosomed himeelf to|the gentleman may desire, any thing at all.
a friend, an eminent counsellor at law; that|But there is the will, he may examine it again
fiivd heard his story with astonishment, and (il he pleases,” he added, handing the instru-
Bina't  recommended to him, as a duty he|ment aver to Freeland,
owed (1 himeelf and sisters, 1o reiterate his| “Was this will ever recorded, sir?" eaid
requist 1+ Mr. Wormsly, and even formally |the latter.
demanid the required explanation, and the| “No, sir,” replied Warmsly, “there was no

with the doubtfnl contest,
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evid. v wpon which it was foanded, as ajlaw then requiring that ta be done in that
matior of nnguestionable vight. part of the country, it was delivered to me
But i

Waormsely used prevarication and for safc-keeping, and has remnined with me!
evasiv o iess when asked civilly ta state the |ever since; o nvoid accidents, however, |
desiio ! the information, the anthoritive de-|shall have it placed on record immediately;
mand made for it excited his ire and wrath. but it was not then required, =ir, in our coun |
fal dispieasure: and chuckling at the idea!iy. a8 | have no doubt the court know as wel! |
Bt he had entrenched himself behind anlas | do”
impevenianie barrier that no mortal could re-|  The court nodded acquieseence.
move, he gave a reply to Clerment couehed  * Pray, sir, what wae the amount of your
tn terms which, if not absolutely insulting to|claims upon Mr. Clermont at the time he
his feelings, were evidently dictated by a/died?”
temper iar from conciliatory or accommoda-| “Ah! ‘here you are playing that young
ting. gentleman over again! he wishes g0 much to
Mr. Attorney Freeland, on being made |know the amount his poor father owed me;
acquainted with this reply, strongly pressed {ol whal wse would it be for me to show in
wpon young Clermont the apparent mystery |this open court the embarrassments of thai
that hang over thie strange transaciion.— kind, good mwn?”
#And, my young lriend,” be continued, *lad | “It is what we wish to be informed, sir,
vize you from the bottom of my heart, not to and beg you will state the amount,”
sufler the matter to rest here, but as you are] “it was very considerable, sir, thousands,|
thus denied 'he reasonable request you have 9ii, thousands, money that 1 loaned him, aud|
made in a spirit of amity, I say it 13 your du. on reference (o my memorandum here,” (and
ty yvou aowe 1o the memory of vour parent, to/he took cut an old, worn.out pocket-book )
comprl this man without farther delay, pub-|“aye, Llind it to amount altogether to the
hely and before a legal tribucal, to satisly sam of tweonty six thousand, three handred,
you he has a clear and honorable title to the thirly dellars, forty four cents, exactly, sir,
estale he holde.” exactiy
“ But, sir, the will—=I have seen the will.”| “Was that as much as the estute was
“Let him, however, produce it in apen;worthi”
voart ; there i, there must be,in my opinion,!  “Very oearly, sic; but | was to maintain
eomethivg 1n this transaction vot exacily core and edocate his chaldren, as you will find in
rect; 1eu ave welcome to my services shiould [ the will before you, sie”
you think proper to resort to the course | 1e-! A panse ensued. Freeland examined i

commend, and that you vught to do se. ic my|with the utmost seratiny; not a letter esca.
firm and honest conviction.™

These words sunk into the heart of Clor! prared fairy not an erasece, 2101 a blot, and
mont, and revolving in his mind the strange: swern 1o by the only witness living. Al
pe:s of the whole affiir, and the unacremmo: [sremed ievitably and indubitably to fix the
dating dispesition of the possessor of his fa- title on Wormsly, who grinned with a self
ther's pstate, he at length came to the deter|=atistaction ns Frecland poured over the do-
mination of pursuing his friend’s advice, and cument to deteet a taw, or a guspicious fea-
immediately took the incipient steps necesaciinee, bat in vain,
sary U st at law for the recovery or inal]  * Have you any further questions to ask,
surrender of the property ia guestion, rsie T ngquived the courty of Freelnd, Yas we

Wormely lavzhed o his <loeve at the te., must proceed with the docket”

mertty of the voung man: “Have | noty™” be!l “Your honors will piardon me a moment,”

asked himzelt whh covfident ==l complacen teplied the \tn!'lh_\' couneellor, “ur Lrespas-
oy, *have | not the power easily to sustuin =tog apon your palience in a cause of such
my ol imst—who shall dare to guestion i temaguitude 5 buty™ he continued, still serutin-
the trath ar falsity of which it is impossilije sing the willy helding it before him in various
ean be kuown to any earthiy betng bat my [sitaations, as though examining the texture
gel™  Flave D oot hown the wally first 1o ll.u!l»-l' very miterial upon which it was wrilten,
childrory then (o Hattier, whoy poor fouil<hat | should hke o summon a witness who
recopiized it instantly as the identival ..m-ll conceive very tmportant to my client’s iy
he witne=scd, and then ts others?  Aund \\'h|-|h:n sis, and who ean be obtained in hald 4,
has ever doubted 13 anthentivite?  Nao! il hour, if the court will indulge me For (hat
sh (1 be chown in conrty and il the younz|zpace of time."
geode van il have Lawy why let him have!  The court acceeded to the request, and
£t e cost,? =aminong bsaued for Tohn Van Alsten, ol the
The diav of trial came, and there -\.n-EH-gle Mills. adjacent to the town where e
Wormsly ant fis talented convael, with Lok urt was then o session, ‘ ]

!ed a emile of derision, while the Judges could

and who he thonght eould know ne mere ol
Mr. Clermont’s will than a man in the moon,
However, there he was, and was duly sworn,

“Your name is Jobn Van Alsten?” said
Me. Freeland.

“It is, sir.”

“Aund your profession?

“A manufacturer of paper.”

“Yes, sir,” said Freeland, carelessly, “they
I presume you are a good judge as (o the—-
the quality, and of the prices of that nseful ar-
tirle: —will you have the goodness to look
at this, on which thie wall ix deamn, and just
give me your opinion of it if you please, air ™

Wormsly chuckled, and his connsel betray-

not conceive what the learved and distin-
guished harrisler was aiming at,

“It is good paper, sirvy” returned the wil
vess, ns he examined it in compliance with
the request made of him—“very good pa
per,” said he, smiling, “it is some, [ perceive,
of my ewn—some of my earlicst manufuc-
ture."

“Some of your own marufactare, is it, Mr.
Von Alstent—Pray how long have you been
a maker of papert”

“I commenced in the year eighteen hun
dred and three, sir,”

“In eighteen hundred and three:—but you
mean that you then eatered into business on
your own footing: —you do not mean to say
that yon manufactured no paper previous to
that time?”

“I made my employer’s paper, sir, as an
apprentice; but none which I called my own.”
“What am | to understand by paper that
you called your own 7"

“Such a: coine from my establisament, ha-
ving my name and other marks upon it,”
“But you manufactared paper, with your
nume and marks upon it g0 early as seven-
teen hundred and ninety-sixe-did you not,
sirt”

“Sir!" said the witvess in astonishment,
“seventeen hundred nnd ninety-si=, sir!-—
why, sir. that was before | entered on my ap-
prenticeship.”

“And the paper on which this will is writ.
ten is your own manufacture t-~you are cer-
tain of that?"

“Aye,sir, | make oath to it confidently, for
it has a private mark known only to myselt—-
hesides, sir, you observe there is my name,
and the 7
“Year sn which 1t was manufachured ! inter-
rupted Freeland, with an emphasis thut cans
ed Wormsly to shake to the inmast recesses
of his soul—*‘eighteen hundred and four!”
he continwed—+a will drawn up and execu-
ted on paper which was not in existence (il
eight years after its date!=<n most wendei-
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he
but thaf 15 the
e he took his seat with an

of

real wild, sir,”’

air of scllconfidence and importance, awaits

ing the deecisien of the cau-e.

Frecland etill looked st the paper without
reading i==1ill at length he was observed to
eye b withan indeseribable intensity——every
[eatire beeame fixed as he gazed upon it-8
ind then rising before the court, a smile play-
ed upon kis lipe az, locking steadlusily ut
Wormsly, he said-~

“You are right, sir’—then with a vehe-
ment eloguence | shall net attempt to deline-
ate, he addressed the court: —

“Yes! may it please your honors, this is in-
decd the origimal and real will! —for this in-
stiument (which bears every mark of being
genuine) places the sole right and title to the
property in question in the children of Mr,
Clermont. | will read it for the information
of the conrv and of Mr. Jasper Wormsly.—
By the power of truth, vour honors, his uams
should be transposed by statute, and be call-
ed, ns he is, Sly-worm Jasper; who, it is as
evident as the Lhght of the blessed 2un. has
crawled by stealth into the bocom of the
friendless, howvscless orphan, there to feed
and fatten on his unsuspecting spoil, to the
damning shame of human natare!”

Ax hie read the genunine will, Wormsly he-
came convulsed with unutterable astonish.
ment and conlusion: he could not but belicve
it a miracle that a docuament should at {hat
nioment exist which he had with his own
hanes destroyed several years before! Every
word of ity a8 Fiecland proceeded with its
reading, was a dagger to his covelous heart;
and, shaking in every nerve with the agons
of his seli-conviction, he rushed out of cours,
almost deprived sf his reason,

It was entirely owing, under Providence,
to an aet of sheer carelessness an# blind-
sightednessin this 3ly-worm, as Freeland call-
ed him, that all this was brought about. The
two copies he had forged and the genaine
documert, his cauning haudieraft had ena-
hled him to make 20 cxactly resembling each
other, that a cazoal ohserver wonld wever
have notieed any diffe rence in them whales-
er, a3 1o their exterior appearance  Well,
having completed L= task of villany, he pla-
ced all three, enrefully folded wp and endos-
sed, in his Jdesk, wherey in consequence of
some engngement, they remained for #1 hoar
or two, when suddenly called away (rom
home, he reiurned Lo the place of their de-
posity for the purpose of destroying the ¢ nu-
me will previous (o his departure. This bhe
did, as he supposed; but oh! righteous Hea
ven, thy hand was there!—With an upac-
countable infutuation, he depended on the
eodorsement only, and (he position in which
he believed he plaged that instrument, and
destroyed. not what he intended, but one of
the copies be had made. The same infatuas

ful miracle this, may it please your lionors!™
Wormsly turned pale with conscious guilt ;|

ted indifferencs caused him never to Ik in-
to the supposed copy of the will, which, as [

ped his penctrating eye: but every thing ap-|copy ol that gentleman’s will instead of the

length said, heavily and thoughtfully.

jllllL!(‘!i.

hut in a moment recovering from the agita-/<tated, did not altogether please him, and
tion into which he had been thrown, he thot thercfore he was not aware what he was
of the possibility which etill existed of esca-!prezerving, tl (to kim) the dreadful trial-
ping from this tremendous dilemma. Thescene at court.
first copy he had made of the fraudulent 5., And there was a spider caught in his own
strument not pleasing him, he drew another, web for you!  The very net he had spread
and had filed them both, as he supposed, eare-|for others enciraled him <o completely, that
fuily away together, whiie be gaged with in.[to escape was impossible.  Every thing was
expressible delight on the flames of his chim against him, and evers thing was. by (he in-
ney fire devouring the third one.--Hastily lecrutible means cyt'nn'un\'crrtiling Providence
drawing another paper from his [,m-kez',1lmrnnglll thas agninst him by his own doings.
thuerefore, he obgerved — {His awn acts were the sole cause of liig con-
“Really, sir, | may have given you, sir, o deonation: and go, my render, into the coun.
Iy of New biier, und nsk why a certain tract
) of liadbdjoinine the Clermont estate is called
He trembled as he handed the paper over|[Stywora. and you will have this same veri-
o Freeland, for it was indeed a desperate|tnble tale related 1o you, though doubtless
vifort ;—the paper might or might not con-{in hetter terme, and ofconrse with better ef-
Gin the same evidence of forgery as the oth- oot

criginal==lovk at this, if you please, «ic”

May the lessan it conveye be of servico

er==il the former, he must have stood self-[and this proverh recarded on the tublet of
condemned—=but in the latter sase; he had
still a chance lefty and w good one oo, of [caught in Iis s b L.S
coming off cengueror over the victims of his
avarice.

memory, that i is jusable for'n spider to be
'I
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We learn from the Albany Dy Adveru-ér
Freelnnd opened and keeuly glaneed nt{that a {racas 1ok place there on Wednesdaw

the material upon which this nstegment was|{between Mr, Mordecs b yers. n memder of the
wiitten, wnder the hope of dated g o like [Assembly from Now Yok, and Richard M'Car-
prool, upon that also, of tae iniquitous de-[ty. (he Soui mwepecton of this city
ceplion: but alas! there was indecd the date ! made an sssault on the latter, with a cowskin
of ils mvl!ufa[tlure‘ and that was a vear ay [ South Markel street
terior 1o the date of the instrument Haelf,

The tormes

Blowe and tisticaffs en-

sued, and the parties were l(pa!‘ll!d. The
"There ix no such muk npon this '==he at]cuure of the quarre! 18 not stated,

“Is there any mark?” ivquired one of the) A child wis boin wbout three or fuur weeks
since somenbere pear Athens, Tenn. whose
head was doabile, It had two mouths, twao no-
CWhat is 3 e und four eyes—bul hud only two ears, two
“Seventeen husdreed and vine 0 e ™ legs, nnid ove wim, Mo W, J Bowman, the
wAy e, n)-q-," uclisiniod \\'..“{,_‘]".. t.[,m.k_1 rentleman whoe gave us this ml.mm_llmn.'lnyp
ing, “that is the real, oniginal willy sic——that{he saw e chiid himeell, aod that it wes ot

“Yl", your honor.™

vaat Qf’ﬂk" niidence of their ennse, nod! Bl was fannd without Jilh. llil\‘. amnd ap

= aplis ity str—how didicalons in me o haml yoat larges 1Sk
vhere wae jou g Clermant and his fnend penred Defore the court, muc to the waador: the copy, sipw=tlys i the gy ealy. ef wwbich
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