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THE SACRIFICE.

(coNcLUDED )

proud Ihrahim, she doubted not the faith of
her lover—wheun, in broken accents, he told
her of the interdiction (o their nuptials, of the
clawd which darkened their destiny, she wept
over her blighted hopes, and instead of with-
divwing, renewed her vows of fidelity and
lswves  Oh! the deep, the trusting tenderness
of woman's uncorrupted heart! A ray ema.
mating from the fountain of all purity anpd
light, shining on with unwavering brightness,
undimmed by the gloom of sorrow, unextin-
guished by the darkness of despair.  The
heavier and closer the clouds gather around,
the elearer and stronger ite divine radiance
—the sunshine resting on the hrow of the
tempest—the rainbow gilding ils retiring
shades.

Selim felt, in this moment, more than in-
demnified far all he had endured, The con-
vietion of her unalterable love restored to
bim that evergy and eloqueuce which had
ever rendered him an irresisiible pleader.—
Zerah yielded to the entreaties which the
anbending Ibrahim had withetood, and ere
they parted, had consented to fly with him
to gome lar and lone vetreal, where, like the
desert flower, which blooms unseen, save by

Schim gazed after this wild and singular
Being, with fyrlinges it would be difficult to]
define.
ed that species of honor which boand him to|

the omniscient eye, she would be content to
live and die alone for him.

| Selim sought the palace of the Sultan; he
The conviction that Solyman scorn- had one of the hardest offices for a noble mind

to perform; he was compelled to mask his

Amarath, stung him to the soul. “He knows purpose and 10 appear with deep submistion

me nof,” he bitterly cried—but the recollec
tion of Zerah, and the aangers which sur.
rounded ber. soon banished every other re.
collection. The sun was just Leginning to
curl the mist that hang upon the mountain’s
brow —-that sun which was to have gilded
their « uptial vows, The fear, that Amurath
might discover the seerst of her birth, deep-
ened to maddening cerlainty, as he theught
of the almost illimitable power, which Amu-
rath exercised over the sordid minions whae
surrounded his throne, . He could not pdmit
the helief that a knowledge of so imporiant a
fact was confined to the bosom of an individ-
uwal. He resolved to seek the dwelling of
Ehrabiim, warn him of some impending calam.
Hy, urze him immediately to leave the king-
dom and flee with his daughter to some dis-

ihefnre that sovereign whose resentment he

had incurred. The day muet be devoted to
the revolting task of dissimiuiation till the
shades of night should favor their design.—-
He was tetracing with slow eteps the path
which lead to the menntain streain, that he
might aveid the guards of (he Sultan; when
he suddenly encountered Solyman, who was
hurrying along with breatiiless speed, his
countenince cxpressive ef the most vielent
emotion.  “F1y," exclaimed Solyman, in a
voice which sourded in Selim's startied ear,
loud as the battle shont, “Fly, the minions
of tyranny are abroad; they rushed upon me,
cowards as they are; they wrestled the cas-
ket from my unguarded hand: their scime-
tars were flughing around me; | fied, but not
iu fear; | fled in search of vengeance. See,”

taot asylumn, till the apprehended danger was
past

\and he lifted his still bleeding hand, “for eve-

Ibrahim beheld with astonishment the clnq-]lhrough yonsecrél path;intercept the wretch

ded Yrow and tronhled mien of Selim  The

who robbed me of my treazure; he leit his
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hreast webe relieved from come appressive
barden, The secret was now sate in the
sanctuary of his heart, and o tyrani's power
could penctrate its ganrded recesses. Tarn-
ing to the astoniched guards, he sigued ihem
to advance. Accmslomed to obey the prince:
Iy Selim, they involuntarily fullowed his com
mand, and though the marched on eithes
side, with naked blades precluding the poss)
bility of escape, he had more the air of u so.
vereign with his attendant vassels, than a vic
tim to be arrnigned before the throne, Wil
a dauntless mien and unfaltering steps he en-
tered the presence of Amuiath. He kinew
the doom that awaited him; but as the bark,
which is about to be swallowed by 1he ocean
wave, is borne up over the stormy billows,
rising with the rising tempest, his spirit cle-
vated iteelf above the perils which threaten
ed to overwhelm him.  He stood in immova-
ble silence, while the guards related the scene
we have desciibed, and met with an unquail-
ing eye the withering glance of the Sultan
The wrath of Amurath was at first toe
deep for words. In spite of his denuncia-
tione he had felt till this moment, a covfidence
in the fdelity of Selim, which he deemed it
impossible to abaudon.
hix perfidity brought with it the most exqui-
site pangs.  Selim was the only being whom
ne had really loved and trusled, and a tear
(actually gathered in his cold and haughty
(eye, as one by one he gathered up the proofs
of his favorite’s treachery. Selim marked
(that unwonted sign of human tenderness, and
‘his pride melted at the sight. He saw once
‘more Lhie teasting iriend, (he lavish beufac-
(ary and casting down his sword at the foot of
the thirene, he exclaimed, “Commauder of the
fwitihful! take back thy gifts; 1ake even the
liic which Allah has given; bul leave me yet
the cousciousuess of my Integrity. | um no
traitor, thaagh stained with the bleod of thy
suhject.  Tam guiltless of treason, and with
my expiring breath, I will proclaim my inno-
cence.’ *“Prove then thy innocence,” eried
Amurath; I swear by the sword and buckler
of the Prophet, if thou wilt reveal the name
of the supposed offspring of sovereignty and
place her in oor power, | freely pardon thy
pust offeqnces, restore thee te thy former hon-
ors, and give thee even this day thy plighted

ity drop a thousand streams shall flow; fly bride”

| Selim folded his hunds resolutely over his
\breast. “Her name is buried here and shall

pride of the father rose high in his heart, for comrades fur beeind; fear not the power of perish with me, No commands shall force,
his beautiful Zerah was the fairest flower nl" Amurath: | ewear to redeem thee or perish

oriental climes. and he deemed her n gift
richer than all the gems of the East.

To!

by thy side.”
Like the lightning's flash he ranished, and

Selim’s impassioned representations of im-|swifl as the same red messeager of heaven,

mivent peril which awaited them, and ear-
nest entreaties for thetr immediate departure,
he lent a doubting ear.  He was one of the
most powerful grandees of the Ringdom, and

!nu tortures compel me to reveal ity I offer

thee my lhife; thow mayest devole il to bon.

[d.tgu or death; bat thou hast not, canst not,
(have conttol over my free spirits will."-=

The sonviction of

‘Selim pursued the path which Solyman indi- [ “Away then to the darkest dungeen; away

cated.  The fatal casket! Hud he ten thoa-|till the traitor’s death is prepared for thee.
sand lives, Le woald have perilled them all| My slighied mercy shall turn to vengeance
for the possession of those priceless gems. — (now.  The hour of relenting is past. Thy

he felt that he possessed suffficient power in
himselt to guard agaiust external ille, and
with the proud consciousness of integrity, he
declared himself superior to all fear. Selim
was prepared for this resistance, and he mark-
2d with anguish the syspicions which had en-
tered the breast of Ihrahim. He dared nol [her!
avow the secret which oppressed him.  Helto the Sultan, with the treasure he had won.
conld aot prove hy the necessary eredentials| Hle turned at the sudden adjuration; the bold
the almost incredible tale, and he feared thatiarm of Selim impeded his flight.  He was a
ambitian which held lordly sway over lbra- man of towering stature and athletic limbs,
htm's minor passions, would lead him 1o sa- noted for physicel strength, and one of the
crifice the funocence and beauty he had tos- chosen guards of the Sultan. He met the
tered, while unconscious of her imperial ori-‘ls!ern embrace of Selim with one which might
gine  lbrabim summoned his daughter and have cruched o feebler frame.  They grap-
commanding her to fathom the mystery ot pled close and Aercely, and it was with the
her lover's conduct, or withdraw the pledge lite-blood of his adversary, that Selim redeem-
the had given, left the apartment. led the prizey for which he would have freely

Selim had vot G this moment expencerced poured out his ovn,  He burded the casket

Zerah, expiring under the hands of the assas.
siny secmued embodied before his eyes; so
powerful was the illusion that when he caught
a glimpse of 2 mantle flutiering through the
trees, he called out with the energy of des-
pair; “‘Save her, Allsgracious Allah! save
Y It was the gaard, who was hastening

the overwhelming cmbareassment of his sila- /1 his bosom, and mantled over it the foldings that spirit will bear him apy s with an an

ation. ¢l stood pale and disordered tin the of his gube; bt the eonviction of Zernh's
presence of hers whom he was to have claiin-safely was immediately followed by the con
ed that day as a trinmphant bridegroom. — |scionsness of his own danger.  He was sur:
The pride which sustained him beiore hsfrovnded by the guards; who had evertaken
fellnw man, was now anuihilated by a strong- the Uying steps of their comrade, and whe
er vmolion,  He did ot speak, bur kuelt | had been sent as spies o walch the secrel
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feeble lght of bis coll darkened and disap
peated.  Couscious of the retarn of night, he
wundered that Amoiath had delayed the ex-
ecution of his wrath.  He felt thiat he must
soon meel hizs summons, but he bad wrestled
with the sudwellivg enemy and came off vie-
lorious, and throwing himeelf on the cold
fleor of his dungeon, he slept more calu than
Amurath on lis bed of luxury. He wander.
ed in an tutermivable desert, trackless and
lvuntless; parchied with thiret, bewildered in
the blackenirg waste; when suddenly, the
gates of Paradice unfolded above aud sept
down a flood of light, annihilating the gloom- -
The dizaling contrast broke his slumbers
the dream was fled, but the illamination re-
mained. A celestial figure, robed in white,
bearing a lamp in one fair hand, while she
veiled with the other her dazzled eyes, stoad
by the side of the slumbering viclim. She
stood, with pallid brow and dark resplendent
locks, beautiful ns the angel commissioned to
bear the liberated soul to the bowers of im-
mortality,  But it was no spirit of heaven
who thus severed the dungeon's gloom, |t
wit i daughter of earth, young, lovirg, und
beloved, full of earth’s warmest effectiong,
sharing i earth’s bitterest woes. It wae Ze-
tub, who bent over her doomed lover and
met his waki, g glance.  Almost doubting in
what world he existed, Selim started from his
inglorious couch, while the clavkering of his
chains seut a thrill or horror through that
faithful hosom, which soon throbbed wildly
agniust his own. She, who in the hour of
properity and joy, repelled with bushfal
pride the carresses of ber lover, as the flower
shrinks from the sun’s too ardeut rays, now
thirew Lier pure arms around bim and moise
tewed his fetters with her tears. '
“Hasl thou come,” he ciied, “to travel with
me to the entrance of the tomb? To receive
once more (rom my dying lips the vows of
imperishable love? “I came,” said Zerah,
in low faltering nccents, “as a messenger of
mercy and parden; I came, in Amurnth’s
amme, to bid thee hive.” “Live!" excluimed
Selim, and every drop of blood thrilled in his
veius: “and live for thee?' Zerah paused,
as i uresoiate tn what words lo utter the

Bending her head, till her brow was veiled
by her heavy locks, she continued: “He de-
mands the name of that unfortunate Privcess
who lives unkoown o all bul thee, It 1o his
last offer of mercy. He has sent me hither,
thy plighted bride, that love may move the
heart which was steeled to the pleadings of
loyalty.,”  “Would Zerah counsel dishonor¥”?
cried Selim almost sternly, his warm hopes
chilled to ice as she spoke; “would she pur-
chage my life with the blood of innocencet™
“} would purchase thy life, were itwith the
blood of thousands,” she wildly exclained;

(fate shall (eli to afier nges, the ingratitude ofjand sinking on her knees before him, she

|favorites, and the justice of kings.”

| Selim beut his head in token of submission.
Amurath ordered him to be shackled in his
presence, that the scene of his former gran-
dear might be ulso that of his present degra-
dition,  Then after a fresh ebullition of his
ungeverned rage, he commanded the guards
to bear him to his cell. A damp and noizome
duigeon, feebly lighted by the rays which
straggled through the grated walle, was now
the ubade of the late magnificent Selim; sad
proof of the evanscent nature of carthly glo.
ry. But there is a moral brightoess, trans-
cending the noonday’s beams, which can
throw the radiance of heaven over the dark-
est hour of human suffering. He, who is
willing to sacnifice s existence for another,
is supported by the spirit of matrydom, aud

gel's wings, over the gluomy valley of death.
That exaltatlon of feeling, howevery which
attends the performunce of a magnanimons
deed, and which sustaing the sullferer in the
moment of physical agony, gradually subs

the prastration of agony at her fecty and bu- movements of Selim., IHe saw that 1L was in

eied his foce in the foldings of ber robes Awd vain to contend with an armed band, but!

gurely if aucht in woman’s form could Justily ‘Efting his hlade aloft, «till Jrilnping with the
the sdoartion of the hearty this daughter,of 2 biood of his auago ety with that l.ll-'l]'l*:ely of
Sigly tice mught vindieate the worship slu-;'u.-h and gestur. which always has such over-
wspired. Wilh eyes of celestial glory Brow awing tefluence on inferior minds, he com-
o which the regalasity of nalure was en tmanded them to forbear.  “Stand back,” he
thraned | cheek on which the vieh hue ot cried: what would yedare to do? On to
dhe pome gramte was e llowed joto the seli- | the rodal palace, say 1o the Sultan yE AW
ress of virpin Bhag, and tresses that wrenth-{me wing yon feloa’s soul to paradise.  Aye.
ed in ik ivdundance, ns they felly a native[tell hiu, too, ye saw me cast iato the ohlivi-

yeil srownd Do she moved amidst the maid-!yus waves, what | could not barter for ull the
cad ol Lot eastern Dind,y teiv and transcend |riches of his kingdom.”  T'hen opening his
vl as o moony wienattended by her siar-| blood-stained vest, he deew forth the casket

v handamde, che teods the halls of ether. !nl Zevah, and rasing i hizh over their un-

The t mphe was worthy the divimty it en-lsheathed scunetars, dashed 1t into the moun
diaeds Thos clathed wi s the hight of ma ftaio stream, which there rushod lilipullhmal)‘
erdaly and spinitaad lovelio sy she s2cmed towards the ocean, as il anxious to throw its)

Borty to el and croale @ psstony pelined’ wealth into the waves,

Y

ded, as he recalled the appalling circum
stances which accompanied the sacnifice ol
life. To lay down his life for Zerah, and
leave behind him an unblemished name, a
memory which the brave might honor, hud
the true-hearted mourn, would have seemed
a riflug effort for nlove like hisc Buat to ge
down to the grave inignomy and shime; to be
hianded with the name of traitor, that with
ering deathless curse, while ecven ¢iz for
whom he died might learn 1o scorn his me
mory, and place another idol on the shrine.
where once his imape dwelt; the though:
was maddening.  He lifted up his shackleo
hands nnd prayad that Allab would send
Jown the wiaters of oblivion, and cbhiterat
the remembrance of the wretch whom he L
created. He ponred vet the bitierness o,
his =oul tnte the ol leaning ear ol Ciod, 1l
i the stitlness of awe, the toubled Biltow:!

locked her hands in the agony of supplica.
tion. *“I pray thee bat (o live. What s the

yet that simple word thow wiit refuse, even
at the sacrifice of Zerah's lifs”" “Zerah,” he
cried, “in Allah’s name forbear. Thou knowe
est not what theua askest.”

Zernh guzed carnestly for a moment on
her lover's countenance, then rising from her
kneeling ntiitude, every feature of her face
changed in s expression. Thut lock of
doultful auguish was resolved into that of
cold, settled despair.  “The truth has enter-
ed my heart,” she suid, and her late (altering
voice was firm and distinet. *Thou lovest
this orphian daughter of a khugly race. Thou
hast pledged 1hy fulse vows to Zerah, while
thy heart is given to her, who dwells in thy
seeret bower. Awd Linsalted and betraved;
I hisve knelt st thy fectyjor the nnme of hey
whom thou andorest, and for whom thou art
offering up thy life” “Oh! cruel and ant

Just,” exclaimed Selim, in a burst of uicoge
trollable enotion.  “Deary unhappy Zerah!

Thou hast added the bilterest divp to my
enp ol migery ! For thee to doubt my Faith!

Oh! mayest then vever know how foartully

this ill-requitted Lithis proved.” The sound
of fuotsteps was hened in the pussage. “They

come,” eried Zevah, “o bear me frem thy

vell. T'he allotted moments nee past. For

die last tUme, inexorable Sclion, wilt thou des-

troy thyself and we!”  The grating of the

henvy bolls were bearde The paleness of
death overspread der face, and the cold dew

af murtal agony pethered on her brow.

posed perhdity fathicted, were keener thau
these which the cruehy of Amurath could in-
veuts  NMnst then the sactifice be vain? while
wodeoaed Brasscll the instrument of her sal-
diony miust sfe bolieve that his pestldious

Viand was etabbing with deliberate cruelty

lier oo rn:.lfc!'n':: heart? The guvml had

biouj tho gootraess of mostality.  Ealilte the Solim drew o' d ep inspiration as if bis of homon paseiva sonli-te rests A0 Lt the entere thy pull ™ Al graci-us Attt} Joyg
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commitsion with which ehe was entrusted,

world to me? It's but a name he asks, and .

Selim feft that the wriures which his sup-
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