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-SPEECII OF MR. HOWARD,; - -
" OV INDIANA, . Lo
-In the Mouse of Reprgsentatives, Feb, 12, 1540.
.'On the progiosition to ihstruct the Comminee
of Ways and- Means to report % bill apprapria-
“ting §130,000 to each of the Statés of Ohio,
Tndiana, and Ilinois, for thd continuation of
‘tho Cumberland road. i . )
LMo IOWARD ssid s . it S e
. -Mr.Speaker: T regret cxlrptﬁeiy_’th_at thig die-
«ciesion Ixs not bean suffered 1o progrees, accor-
-ding to the vxpress wislies of the hanorable gen-
leman from Ohjo, [Mri ;\las'onl] who addressed
the:tonze en yesterday.  He illsislod, in the
-outset of his remarks, ‘that the 'detato should
not-lavo a party cast—that the question under
consideration should ba taken up, and considercd
ou its merus alone, without. connecling it with
the party poiitics. that now agitate the cointry,
“from one sile to the other,- . repeat, gir; that
Isregrat. thac othars.have depareed .from <this
caurse, and tat subjects; foreiga 1o the oite Le-
fore the Houge, have been drawnsinto the dis-
-chiegian, Wa have had o discueGba,- not only
-on the Cumberdand Road. hut on.the gerigral poi-
jtica of the country. Onc gesileman, distin-
.zuished for his propriety~ in debate,and’ bis
knowledgé of the rules, of parliamentary ' pro-
ceedirg, has iavored-vs with a, diseuseion of 1he
merits of the Flarida wars - What hasthe Flor-
d war to do with this great national highway!
“Sir, let us take up the Tlaridx war; and discuss.
it a propeg titue, and in its proper pldce; and let
tine-triends of the brave-oMicers and soldiers who
_have perilivd albin theit codntry’s sctvice wel-
* come their reinen - from thy dangers of & posti-
lential aunoespherg and gavage fue, without Yias
viny thaic teeclings ouirged by «the wdisgrace-
- tsat tias been atfempled to be thrown upon them.
We are told that this has bgen an *+imbecile!
war," conducted disgracefully 1o the country;)
and when 1 eee in \he lobby ot this hall the eflit-
cers who bave'reiurped_from it with 'pha}tcu&
.. constitutions, qud embittered feelingsgl am'res
. windud of tnother gallant army, ‘whichjhaving
coaquered treazan, and cut of the traitor, *got
thewmselves by stealth into the city,!” and instoad
of beiug allowed (10 triwmph; 2e :wapdue to a
vietgriuus atmy, tesired - feony the gaze of him
whose diadens they had saved, . Instead of- being
weltomed home Witld honors and .rewards, e
see the Fesups, ‘and other dijtinguished oflicars
who have rewcened ' from tha ‘ardues campdigns,
of tle Wer, treated vas if they hiad returned in

disgrace. . . b e,
" Dlr. Biddle hbe pxplaivedd: .« i o)
M IL enptivued. ,Mr. Speaker, "1 Was not.
ihistaken as to the languaga wsed by the henora-
-ble gentleman on that ovcasion, and he dovs e
-0 more than justice when he gaya that I would
- not_infentidnally- pervert his mezning:; - - But
what did Le meait wlien he spoke of .the “imbe-
-¢ile manggement of thig warl” \What is,meant
- - by. that geatléman and othera wwhep they speak
thus! And how do they.expect to be understood !
by that revipant, whasa, bones are notjtopnd’
bleaching oit ‘the fislds, or wasting in .the har-
ghes of tha¢ couptry, It {s.1rae, gedtlemen say:
to thé army, **we don’t tienn you when we make
eyeh charges; e know that your squares.fell
o the ground Hiey-occupied, i3 if .you had been
brave; we liave been. lold‘:t_ha;:-mmg of, your
eompanions eyen laid vielent hands on; them-
ecives, becauee they could ngl overcome the ob.
alacles inteeposed by the jrresistible Jaws of da-
Aure, . Itispdt you wemean; stand asideawhile,,
acil auffer 1his inplied disgrace; that-we may
.charga home ppon the administration the disas-
ters ot this %argletus'biddyourvictories, your
sufferinge’, vditr baule fields,. from ; the country
- forthe presaiit; nnd aflow us to call itan *imbe-~
‘cile.wan'. . Such, sir; is “the language impliéd
by the conrsd of'those who call this subject jub
t requizition; for the purposa ‘of canveriag it'ins
10 Bolitical capital,.- - T T T
l +0aglit we'nbvin-chetisht oub army! - Ought.
wa-to, hesp difgrace™on - them), becarize that
countty.in which they heve been- employed-hag
beena Parthin? “If the well appainted- legions
of Roma werd not able to withstand the mede
of warfaro practiced by o foe far lers active and-
eubtly than the madern’savage, and in a'countey
not-mors,suitad. for concealment and ambuecade,
_ why ehodld disgrace be heaped wpon out ariny
hecauge they found o Parthia in Florida? [have
_read .that. when «the fegions of {teme went:to
the field  wherathe drmy of Varro was™ slangh-
erad, they rditefl 2 lod .wajl of lamentation
whea they eay ilte field covered with the bones
and the eagles of the Elaughtered legions. And
ghall we, with such examples before p#, inour
egernckd Jor party gdvantage, .into’ dis-
credit odr nstional arms? Surely Sy, ought. rios
to adyance party purpases. by dotragling, from
the crelit of, those brava_mea whe have perijled
allin thoir country's sarvics. .Whea T heard the
déndnciations agaiisf them on this ﬂnqr,i fely
that, i I had been oue of them, 1" would. have
corae to this .oapital and’ cast dawp, my, frmor,
afd have done that whiclT peyer.done befors
the'enefiies of the country—I would haye tusn:
éd my bagk npon’fue spivice.. 1 ask on bebialf
of 1hose brave rpqq'-igghle Adininistration js to
e chafged "ith. imbgtiliyy and mjsmanagedicot,
"thid geailemen, wquld de jt direcily; and out
ufi’ié’e’ av it through them, = :
[IMr.Biddlg berg neked Mr.
wa{ foran explangtion.]
1 1'
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Howard 1o give

bitars. X remortey 8, Eolagus of
fhine, [ Wick;] “when he asked a gjmilar jn-
dulgepgay . Wag .shown gofgvor. Ha was' told,
wif ;l{ a,r'e not cbnaciop. of, having abused tho

courtesy of thé Houee, withdraw the motion,”
{a matian which he had made 1o lay the sabject
on the talle;) and this expresSion, tos, came
from the amiatle gentleman from Pennsylvania,
[Mr. Biddle.] .- Though I Nave not the pleasure
of ani intimata -personal acquaintance with that
gentleman, yet I'know enaugh of him to.be-
lisve he regarded himself with parliamentary
usage; but it must dl:o be said that his conduet
way parfiarientary soverity,.especiaily when it
is remembered,. that my col'éaguo was on the
floor for the fest time.- Ishall leaso the way
opeir for the gentleman (o obtpin the fleor, or I
would yidld it now. .- o
I shall #ay nothing further on the Flosida gar,’
only.toinaist that* we ought not incidentally to
discass those acasures of the Administration
whith:froin ‘their nature and importance, ateen-
titled 10 a direct consideration. . o
N !refuie, howeyer, [ touch the‘pri'ncipi] matler
now 'Lhe siibject dF 'debate, 1 owe it to an‘horor®
ablé geptleman from New York [Mt. fHoffinah]
1o pay & just respect to_fome reinarks which fell
from hirir, In refereuce 16 the recent clectipns in
Fadinnd, for which he has kindly uadertaken to?
sgéguny,c 7ot T nt e L
© DMr, Speaker, why dnes thaé'gentleman eall’in
questicn the decision of Fndiana in rejrard to her
delegation”ip: Congress! ~TlaaThe the right to

interrogate hes on-that subject? 7 :

-=Jiremember, Sir, sometiine since, a band of
Coustreulives hete; who, When the President in
Lhis message ‘réferred fo. certain -causes a§ hav-
ing.1¢d 1o certain political cliangea in New York
were thtown- intd political paroxyems of indiz-
fatien, Lecanse. the Président had chosen to.
speak of these’ changes of oploion, and their
cdukés, Weil: what have we now! A mem-
ber of Congrees questioning a: fovercign state
ot the sobject of hir choico uf Repeesentatives,
It shay be tha! the people of Indiana cught
to liavethosén the fiiends of the gentlemen, i5-
stead of these they havesentheres In trath, sid,
lid ecems to be| marvellously well -scquainted
'with our domestic affairg. The riames of vil-
lage paperd and their contents are as well known

to'him as it he Dad travelled \hraugh thatre~

gioh—rhetter kndwn to him thah to myself, though
Uzm récently from Indiana, . - 7. "
+"[Mere Mr. Prbflitt said he .had given the
temen from New York hisinformation]”
~ Bur the honarable gentlemian from New York
baa kindly informed us that it was the Cuimbet-
Tantl road omt” which the - cléctivha of that: Siate
terned; and;thad his friends filed ontlie grouid
of heir ‘suppoased - hostility - to the measure, or
their ineffjciency .in pressing the subject on tie,
notice of Congrees.: Whilst I'enter aproidhtim:
do, astlie lawyers say, against his right t@'enquire
Toid thig sabiject, I will say 10 him, that 5o far a8
onadistrict of that Staie ig conterned, hia infor-
mation is not'well foundéd, - In'régard 1o othier
geallenien, T preend ot 1o 2peak, having had a.
competirbr that gave nio as much as I desjred to.
artend 1o, without looking.intg’ the canvass in
otlier” gections of the' Brate. . Rarely. wasthe
subjott of the Crumbéiland ‘Foad mentigned by
eitliér my competitor of ‘myself.  We discitased

gen-

{otlior . topics: «;jhie’ ‘Sub-Treasury;' tho: United

Iadki 'the wierith” of-the lnto Wb 'present Admi-
nisraiions; 'and espécially <the. charzes’ matie.
agdidst them: of {leaud, corruption;, abd éxirava-
gabite.: “In deventy:fivoaddresees wijeh T deliv:
eréd; these wese"subjects' wiich T djscussed —
At here1:woulltd hotice o rerark of} the hotior-
able-geritlemait from Penndylvania; {Mr. Biddle.}’
1! chared the: Executive with 'malling o u-
tedipt to bring-inte publicodivm the Cdngréss of
tha United States; by aviidigg the reftponsibility
roff subsmittinige | estimhales of expenditure,-and
then charging. the, extrabajrancd of the Govarn-
meiit upon thishady. Sir, thevre'is ggother ricw
of {ihis'subject fehich T will bring to Chat'gentle-
man’s notice.=.|What has beeq the charge urged
against the Admiiirtration-in‘all thd opposition
presses of thd couptry, andby g-fnle_men’on

thig flaor? 1 ffas been thatof extravagance and
profligacy an tho  part of sthe” Execpipive. - Fly

cpiirae which'} took un this subject vas not that:
how ascibed th the party. which I (belonzs T,
sir, it i3 trug, showed the estimates when
this . charge 'was  ULrought ngainst. the.Ad-
ministration, during tha canvdsa—but did I stop
liere!' "No, sirie L ,went into. the details; .ahow-
ed the. objects qf _expendituro, and -that boil;
parlies had voted the appropriations in Congress.
In this mamner, sir, 1 defended the pariy to
which_the gentlemun belougs, as well as the
Admigistration. - I L bad stoppod. with show--
ing the estipates, ] would bave justly been
chargenbit With beiug a demiagegue, ond un-
werthy of addressing a popular zesembly, - But,
when the honerable gentleman is defending this
body against putlic odium, why. is he nat also
ade scnsible of another eifort which nwust have
fallen ‘withiin his obseryation! -Ilas.he not heard
of the *office halders' party,’~-the \'spoils par-
ty,—and other similar oxpressions! . Wby, sir,
T an aesemblago of, citizens, ahliough. it may
consist ef. farwere, i§ held for ho-purposa of po-
litical digeussiah, or organization, and they bap-
pen to'be favarable tothe Alminisiration, they
go away. branded ievery opposition print asthe
“Sspoils. party,”—the “offica holdcrs’ party,"—
and with such other denungiatory. cpitircta aw
are ever ready ta drop from the lips of 1hg 'par-
tisan. Doee the gentleman.sec nothing inall:
this, cnloulated , to array the people, as such,
atainst the cogstituied -authorities, and to bring
into disreputg our .jnetitutiona .themselves? .1
wauild be grafified to find that theso facts shoyld
make,a guitable impresgion on the juinds of lon-
orgble pénifamen here, . But, sir, therois one
‘consolatary reflection, and. that ig, that denun-
rCjation from any quarter dags ot pass with the
people for tryth., ‘I'he mass of tho-people seok
this on’ every great question, and he who gees
before them for public favor, unlesa asmed with
trugh,, althongh he rgay haye s temporary: tri-
umph, meist ultimagely..fail, - The honoroble
gontlemap from New York eeems, in his remarks
on this ‘subject, to hiave, résgmpled 8- marriner:
whata batk had hada thraws bativesn the cann-
ler currents of 1wo contending eeag. He would
be pleased to. favoy this road, aod.yet he is un-
williog to vot€ on Yliis subjecy until ha can haac

ntil-he canlearn ihe viewa
w . N

“[rom the palace”—u
of the President. + L .
Bir, fuppose thisargament had come from some
friend of the Administration—what- would® we'
Lear! "That ita nuthor was a “palace slave’—
It won!d be said that there was an effort to make
this House subservient to-the President upon
the great subject .of -expenditure. = We, Mr,
Speaker, are the guardians of thio public treas-
ure; and in appropriating it- our inquiry. should
be, not wiether the Pregident or Secretary: hiis
recommonded tho agpropristion, bt whether it
is called for by the public service, ‘Ii‘doing-lhis,
we act on our aws responkibility; and I, sir, as
on¢, will be found voting upon every question of
appropriation, -upbn * my own convictions of the
necessity of the gxpendituré celled for, without
Leing governed by estimates, X S
-In the progress of this dicuesion, my atten-
tion was attracled by -some-remarks which fell’
from an honorahle gentteman from -Maine, [Mr,
Parris,}.T am plegsed 10find that ho'has had the
good tyste not 1o'iniclude in his publishéd apeech:
all the ramarks which wero delivered by bim on
this floor, - N I SR WA NI

. {ilera 3r. Parris explained ' He eaid he did
not write ‘gut: his remarks, - and had no .wish to
be answerablo for* hie-speech in any other form
than that which it was deliveted.]” =" °
- I'regretit, sir, (said-Mr, H.} for ‘T had hoped
that somié of the offensivo remarks made by -thit
gentleman on yesterday, had-been left out of the
printed report by his direction. - :Did”he hnow,
whon ke was assailing the MWéstern people, he
we:tald?“'That“thoso “who.¢ome here 'to-ark
for this appropriation were squutiers .and pilla-
gers of the public lands,? If these expréssions
coull be confined to these walls, I eliould’ not
regard it necessary to answer themy bns when I
remember that epithets Labitually applied ldins
dividuals or nations give charagtet, ¥ feel bound
at once to meet the injurious imputations jmplied
in the'language’ of -that - getutleiman, - Whatid
theidea of the-foreigmer when ha heara the st~
tlore of the West characlerided as squatiére and
pillagers of the " pitblic domaint” 1 I were: to.
suppose what.it would be, from;the expressions
of gentlemen’ here, 1 -should concledo that an
Lastern gentlemagggesirons of gmigrating West.
ward, would estecm it necessaiy to provide him-
sell willtraps, snares, and - the like, and when
he'should get there g use what, in the western
portof North Carolina,” they call a deadfaH, in
order to-catchand elear the country-of squatiers,
and rander it habitable for civilized man,. >
~-For the informaliog of that gentloman, I will
toli=hind’Yhat the] Rquattéra of "the West' walk’
eract, are podacssed “of. the ordinary principles)
of bumanity, governed: and :influenced by 'the
tike hwtives,: principles and fetlings, as our-
selves, fearing but “litile clee than the God that
made thein. . Thoy have not, nor do they pretend
10-have, all the polish, -of- tha older.commusitics
of the East; but there.is a sterling integricy ohd
maoly energy-about: them; indicative of the ex-
coflence, and atzength, and relative weight they
arg deatined o' pbasess ag a purt -of 1hig-great
BRPIES, o Py el 0

read their histo-

POTIE

. - [ i e .
»Does the gentleman want to
ryl . Liet him go ., ta-the - Rock’ of Plymouth.—
Wby i8 iy that New, England. performs her cen-
tennial pilgtimags.to tliat gpot, reddered acred
by..thelanding of tha migrim  fathers? | They.
Lad oo title Lo;the ground on-which they rpitchs
ed theit tents. . It was the soil of the red man—
of the strander, . Thay.came ‘actuated by -the
noblest feelings; they came in pursuit of liberty
and eqnalitys Jiko. the” Western - pioneer, ‘they
came (o :bojler \beir condition, and find ‘thit in
t}w Greap- West,which the Old- World,dé‘nifd;
them, .ol oo =k
<.8ir, it dounds strangely to hear a'descendent
of tho pilgtiin fathers apeak dispagingly-of the,
gettlers of, the West, whia, like them, have gone
10a pew, land o encounter jts herdships, and ity
dangers, and .open up the- Yay 16 the <onward
progress ,of oivillzation,; carrying: along with
thewm all our - instltutions. : We are all-picneers,
and the’ descéndants of pioneers, ‘and ite gov-
crned-by-the samo spirit. . We' want ropm, agd-
we.step westward;, the huntsman to find game,
and the cdltivator of the earth 10 fidd’ whereon
to raise the plenjgous meansof subsistence. - In
doing this, the-seltler has ever beea the outpoest;
Lihé guard of the interioz settlements, and saved
them from' the tomatrawk and_ scalping kaife of
the savuge. ' The same ptinciple which prompts,
—the same necesity. which arges,’ the laboridg
man to find ahome in the-wilderness of the West,
goverhs ug all; men of all conditions and pro-
feseions, e N R
Mr. Spoaker, I must be allowed toapply‘this
principle o miy owaprofessicn. *-A youog man
‘Wwhoso father bag given -him-a good edugation,
a1 good .mmorale, gews out. for the far West; har-
ing spent sometime in -scquiring & profession -
ta arrives. at one of our county towns, with
purse exhausted, and coas-thréadbare; " He goss
toa Weetern. inn, and soon sirikes:a' bargain.
with the Jandlotd, the eubstance of which is, that
he is to sleep under the tavern keepsr’s roof; eat
at his table, 'and-pay him for these berefils,
when ho shali be able to make tha money by his
profesaion, flo'commerices the practice of the
Iaw, and in & short -timo gains a strong bold on
the affections of the people, arid a still stronger
on the good, wilkof the daughter of come sub-
stantinlfarmer., e marries, becomes a useful
citizen, and not-unfrequently a equatter in thid
hall 28 2 member of (ongress, Hir, 1 dee soch
mea all around me: -+, : v
But this occupation of the public landa is nat
only sanctionad - by the' eonduct of our fatliezs,
and our whole people: it has aleo the sanetion’
of law. -What has .\he Government done? I
answer, it* has done that* which .should com-
mand the approbation of aligood men. Forthe
last forty years,{t has told the.pioncers of the
West to “Go on--occupy the Yands—we will pro-
vide for you, and protect you inthe enjoyment of
the frats of your labor,” * [ have eome.scqusint-
nnce‘wilh theacharaster af those “who, under
the pssurances of, 1he government, now occupy
the public -lande.  F.have travelled amongst
thet, patiaken-of: their boapitality, and witness-

wvas sseailing his own countrymén? What wera'fgard

ed -with--emotion .the comfort, tho intelli-
geacy, and the virtue, t0 be found 1nevecy dwel-
ling. We find" theye citizens from all ‘quarters
—~Virginia, North Caralina, New York, Pennayl-
vaania, New:Eogland; :all have their represeuta-
tives, besides.individuals from most of the other
States. "Ops of the finest libraries that I saw
during Iny- ¢canvass. for a seat here, was 'in 2
nejghborhood of settlera. . 1t isthere that Lhave
scen the father becoming 1hé priest of his liouse-
hold,” his dwelling -his only plaée- of : worship;
and, with the B3ible in the hande of his children,
teachjng 'them the evidence of ils:precepts—of:
feting up in the, spirit of devotion hie thanksgive
inga-to "the God'of his fathers, and imploringin
christian bumility, tho continuance ‘of His bless
sioge. T e e !
~. Sir, the pioseer has-not performey his affice,
Do gentlelnen desiro to know whel the settler
will cease to press forward!, T will tell thenf—
When the labors of a Cushing, a:Lion, and a
Floyd of Virginia ahall be crowned with success,
by filling up the great valley of the Oregon with
seitlere—squatters if-you please, of Anglo-Sax-.
on blood—then, and riot till then, will the tide of
Western emigration cease to averspread the pub-
lic domain, I ¢ould not, hewever, Mr. Spedker,
but-be reminded,when [ heard the remarks of
tho gentleman from Maine in reference-to the
people of the West, of the exgression of Casar,
when he gaw tha dagger of his dearest friend
raised againet him. _Goming, as'that_gentléman
dogs, from & young grpwing State, he cannot be

ignorant of the claiws ofthe pioneer to.our:re-

pd, v 0 T e LD
-. I have made these observatiops for the benefit
of ihoss who do not: understand- the .Western
peogfle,” IFgentlemen. would travel on this Wes:
tern voad, stop-at Wheeling, now a city bat late:
3 Efown; into. impgtiance, cross :the_ Stita iof
Ohio, and seo, on the lide of thes great thorough-
fare, tha cities, towna,and villeges, the farma;
schools,’ and -ail.the .variety of ,impratements
that distinguish the age, they would cease to ap-
ply offensive epithets o us, and ba proud to.be:
towme one of us. It has not been my fortune to
travel - uch in the East, having, for thirfy-six.
years, drank the waters of tho West} but:I hava
seen very.-ditile in the Bast that ‘will cowpare,
with the Siate I have the honor in; part lo're-
present. Inno country have I seen’so.much
equ:llit{... . We lave nopopulation tendeg:d mis-
erable by poverty, nor Lave we many who hava:
avergrown estates, It may be said of us that
there is dnverial competencs, and its never fil-
ing concomilant, -independencg. -1 have. (hue,
Me. Speaker, felt myself-called~on to.notice sav-
eraf topics), which have begn Infroduced into This
discession, though not involved in the queatién
before the House, I now.proceed briefly to dis-
cuss that question; = Gentlemen are-greatly in
errot on this subject, when 1heysiate that Ohio
has received, in tho, conetruciion -of this road;

thg sumof 6,500,000 dollars, - ',. . .50
- [Mr. Parris here explsined” that ho had refor-
red to three States of Ohio, Indiana, and IMlinois,
and:that 'he reporied ingorrectly . as referring to
Indianaalone.) . . .0 v LG
- Me; H, resumed. * Alr. Speaker, I accept the
honorable gentleman’a explanation, but it makes
the case no better, for him. - He is;still in error.
I may, - pethaps, epeak too positive ¥y but if so,
the gentleman can correct .me byidocumentary
proof.. - I{e ¢an have that opportunity,’and may
furnish e, while I 4m’addressing this House,
Jith the documents; .and I-will add, that il he
will do 0, I will almost proniise.to vote against
thig proposition myself. - Allowing the gentleman
time to, ‘furnish the proof sustuininiog his.posi-
tion, I wiJl. npt even stop now 1o state what has:
beon exponded, -but will’ reply to -that patt of
the argument of the hanorable gentleman which
interposes the Conatitution as 3 ‘insurmouxnta-
blesobstacle 1o she continuance -of the Cumber-
berjand rgad.." On thissubject, however, it siive-
}y cannot be expecied of me toopen up and dis-,
cuga this great question. It is not for me to-at-
tetpt to_do over again what has been perform-
éd by-the ablest of our-stagesmon. : This consti-
tutional objection, .eir; is & .convenient tesozt,
and o always found to be infallible. .The doc-
tring of striée construction has come,-at times,
ftom every!phrs.of ‘the Unidn. ;. In 1807, it:wae
a"fashionable *dacirine in the East, about; the
time of . the_ embargo.: Yes, - sir;:it- wan;thén
Shought that:Congrese had power- o, regulale
commerce; which implied ils continued-exufence,
and that it was nnconstitational, ta desfroy com<
mercey 48t was said the embargo did. So.we
have sl from other quarters, at various periods,
asually aitended with circumstances which'vén-

|dered the extreme of &trjct conalructjon expfdiz

. L

enl, ip_;pmh:oging the interests, for the time being,
of the’ pacticolar seciion. from ‘whence ;it " Ins
been urged.  Soof the doctrine of  consoliddtisn,
and of latitudinous, condlyuction.: That,too,ls g
convenient doctrine at.{lmes; notfor .any ode
particular section, but, for every. section of 1he
gountry, whose intereats may rsaider jt necessd-
,rg fo rgsott toyit, '~ Is not prhistory replote 'with
pteof on thie subjecty .. o L ri R i
I, sir, in oy humble career, have always ari-
dearored tqavoid rusning into extremes. The
olden mediurs of.trath is-ihe grotind on which
‘delight to tread: Well; &ir, where isthis to
be found? . On the ono hand we-find consolida-
tionist; on the ather, literal. constructionistg—
I turn from Lhesge, and consult another able ex-
positor, who has been long engaged in expound-
ing the Constitwijon.. Whatexpositor is that?
I'answer, Itirthe praclice of lhe -Gorernment
froth its ‘commencement fo this time, Gentlemen
miay talk to mo about constructions of the Gon-
stitution, and tell me that if we depart froma
limited constcuction, wh éndanger. the rights of
the Biatea, orif, we do not give jt a libetal con-
struction, we {mpair the powers of the Gerern-
ment for peefulness; but:d leavo -thess conten-
ding theoriats tp the enjoymens of their thearies,
and content “mysell with, the Constitntion "as
praciically oxpounded by tha current and con-
current action of the. sevaral co-ordinate bran-
ches of the Government.* How, 1 would ask,
can the Goveroment be admitisiered, ur-}er-
tainty and swability given ' to its’ measured,’ if
mere abatract quesiiops of-power ara- nevdr to

i Jof internal: improvement. A right to'j

and experience,-and Yhie concurring opimont of

ment cannot be administered apon any other
peinciple,~ 'To say that ndthingis1e ba €garded
as'settled, so-far as the mere abatrici‘Huestion.
of power is concerned, ' would-bo " 6" §
acuipn'of the: Goverathent. &' variable ds” the
thade, and utcértain a9 thie Voinde, "+ 77

I'might doubt.the exXpedicacy of 2 measury,
and be disposed to ehangs® 1he action 'or ‘policy
of the Gorefnment;but thalis’a very. different

~. How stands thé question’ Bafoze the Hoasel—,
ferent deparfments of the! Govérnmént with ve-

torns fer thitty-four yeard. 1t 'bas been'gradual-
ly progressiog from 1306, down' lo the present
time.* More thin this we bave had the'sanction
of -Jeffersop, thp.ﬁalingglis_lied:e;ﬁqsi!()rfn[ the.
Coaslitutlén, td whose gpiniohe’many ol idarc”
prone to bow; with” the'niost ungnalified, defer-

Maonroe, tha distinguished “individeal ‘that sue-
cecded- him,  now va member of thi¥f Haase, of
Jackson, and our present-Chiel Mapistrate,i=
And frers,'sir, I wonld remiik,’ in teferpaca’to
the opiniona’ of tha~Predideiit- oh. this sgbject,”
withont knowing any thing mo?d" thati may be-

that should 2 bill be*passed, granmiing an'appro-
priation lg_thpmmbmd ioﬁl n\n%e‘ o ‘c?qubt.
it would:reccive hig éanction. . Why do I siy
so!. . Dlecausé 1 look dt hiw acis, ' He has altea-
dy:ganctioned two -bills, wnd, I"infér_from - his
past xctiori what wé may expect for ihe future,
“But, 'sir,’wa havo’ had resort to ‘atithorifies én
this subject, abd aa it thay gratify gentlemen,']

.

* »The %efo.metsage-qf- President " JManroe is ¥r-

view:tha igentleman fromh “Maine "has taken af
tho_opiplion.expresssed-in'that incssage, T think «
lie_has misapprehended: the “meaning,” 1t was -
nol -2 simple appropriationi of morey fo' he ap-;
plied 10 1 the Jebnstriiction of  thé"Ciimbetland

bill-eqtablishing'iol] yyités on'yhe road, with cet-
tain other.provisions thatwould "havegiven to
the United Statef’jurisdiction’ within the states

through which'it padeed; incompatiblewith their

[soverelgatyi " In-rewrning-the bill, Mr, Monroe

ways:3 It is With deep pegret, appraving.as I do
of the policy, that I am compelled to. gbjbé;'lp )
its passage,V &c, He'adds: ““A power lo esta- -

a power (o adopt and £xecite a corpleto syatem

50
dutierto be paid by all persons paming aéeriain
razd, Bnd on horses and earriages, €1 iz.done by

from, the proprietor,‘on & valuatlon, and topiss-
lh\sa,for;lha protection of the road from injories;
and.if. it exist as to one road, il exisig'as to any

think propar to _establish? A vightsto léghlate
and severegnty. for all. the purposes ofigterdal

to 'lixaké[_‘.npp:op;iatipt
with the conseni of ihe ‘
the'road passes, the work was originally commen-
says: “For xlthough they (the.States) may as--
sert the appropriation of tho money within their .
ligits,” &ce. !
gentleman say? Will be let My, Moaroe settle
Fiagam tEgen, '
~ (M2, Paryis.hero yrematked
Mr. Yobyoe when be was right] e .-
.- Thegentleman tells ‘us Ke rélies: on these ag-
thorities whemdthéy are right, iat whéh they dre
wiong. 117 he posséssed that admirable'quality,
which at sll 1imes gives absaluls cerninty ssto..
the right and :the wrong of emba_rr"a{uing_;&{:ei- '
slons, why tronbls ts} why takeup’the time’ of
ke Housa in‘readjng the ‘opinidus of ihe graat
tesmien who havalef the stagh'of: 2ction?: Y,
#it; shalk-take aure 16 cite po authority, which,'if
Hdumitted; will not prove‘my positions - < 1
‘M.t Spedker,:the distinguished citizen. who
axretired 16 the Hermitage  has betn mention-
dd i 'td tourae of this debato, 5nd his opleions
havabéén cited. Tt is riot forme to gpeak jn.
censure or praice of that extrégedipary -man,~
‘Hisetions are noWw in the hands of, the his[oéi-
an;and T dhly tefed Lo himfor this bahefit of his
authdrity-upoh this‘question; Ia his veto on'the
Mayévillé rdad bill, he cités, evidently with ap-.
probation, the opinion of Mr, Monroe; . *“that
Congress have nhliinited’ power to raise mo‘ne'y,
and ttit, in' ¥ appropriation, they have a'dis-
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general, ot local, nacjonh!, nor Stale benefi.”
- Iiis tlits we' a¢e ‘the opiniohs of our DPréai-
dents; to which many méte might be added, add
the constant action of the Governmient corjes-
Fpatiditig to those opinfans—the action of the Ex-
ccutive of Congress, far more than the third of 2 .
century; all id ouy” favor, add yet we are now
et witdi ‘the argumenti 1hat Congicss has, po
powar lo_conlinfio this great natioyal ‘work,—
Sir, if this is to'bé Tegarded 2g ah open ques-
tioz, to what petiod sh‘all'wﬁ Yook for that regys.
1ar and-sytematic action, under the Constitution,
which shall ix it; implant it deeply inthe minds
and affections of the people! ", Sir, to’substitpte
theory for practice; iu 1o be guilty o}‘ the fellyjn
the affuirs of Gevernment, which woyld cheric-
tetiza'the ghysician who shou!d ‘thiot¥ adide the
medicine that !i:'ll'cuya its,thodg‘nndi;;'bCé'“!B
it was opposdd: to somo 'ﬁre-c’dnbei;eg theory.;—
{'say, then, to {lo ultrad on kitfer exirenic, Lhat
my ground:ig tiat wheroon thp”ﬁie'mp;et_z}';t.--
ical exporitipn
ve, excculige,

self must testi—its vatrent; practi
of the'Consritution by its’legistati
end judiciaf aetion: "

this.blll,:involves the right 1o’ take the hand

be regarded au settléd? +Ts nothing ‘due fo time

these who Aave gone befoke wi?” -Sid, the Govern-

.

e the -

question. The prédent ia a questionsf powér— -
of conttitulional poider—and; opon thyf giegtiom,
the ‘practical construction/of: the Cogstilution, .
by the conalidted “authorities; ig ehotgh for me. .
Has thete been:any concurrent setion of iho dif- -

gard Lo it? .I-Bnd that its actioii has: béen wai- *

ence. '\We havp hud the sanction 'of Madiiph, -

known ko’ any - othér pédtleman ‘on’ this Bopr,

will’pay gotho attégtion to these aothorities. ' ", *

ther: bfaight 16 our- nolice “than'resd,” In the a4 *

roxd that, Was- vatoed-ty Mr: Monrbé,” It waga .

blish turnpikes with gates and tolls, “and to’en- .
force the'collection of 10lla by pecalties, impliss .

o

other; and. to a%: many ‘roads ns Congress may - -

forone of thete purposes, is a right to Yegislate
fot the other, . 1t jg a completaright of jurisdiction .
impravement and ot merely.the right of apply~

ing money, under the power vestad in Congress -
; s, - undey, which. powes, . -
¢ States. thraogh, which .

téd and. hias been so far exécated.”, Againhe

ow, sir, what will the honorable

roversy betwgen ust. o il . -
be would go with

erétionazy ‘ pawer, réstticied by the dniyto ap- -
proprale te’ prboses of cbmmon defence and’of -



