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Graduation
Day

By ELMO SCOTT WATSON
N JUNE 13 some 299 young men
gathered in the big gymnasium at
the United States Military academy
at West- * int, N. Y., there to re-
ceive from the hands of a repre-
sentative of the secretary of war and
Maj. Gen. William R. Smith, super-
ﬁ intendent of the academy, their
diplomas of graduation. And thereby
was added to the rolls of the United
States army the names of 299 “of-
4 ficers and gentlemen.” Mark that
phrase well, for it has more meaning than appears
from a casual reading of it, and what that mean-
Ing is you will c;ne to understand a little better

W,

further along.

On July 1 'fjfere’ will.arrive at the academy some
400 young f@kn ‘'who come from every part of
the United ates and from every level of the
diversified ciety which characterizes such a
democracy as the United States of America. For
these newcome.s are the raw material from which
the “officers and gentlemen” of four years hence
are made. During the two months immediately
following their admission to the academy they
\\'i}l spend in an intensive mmilitary training be-
fore they are officially accepted into the United
States corps of cadets This period, 'the most rigid
and exacting of the entire four years at West
Point, will be spent under a group of selected in-
structors from the first class, known as the “Beast
Detail,” supervised by officers of the tactical de-
partment of the academy. For these newcomers
in “kaydet slang,” are now the “beasts.” And it
is not until the termination of *“beast barracks,”
followed by a hike of about a week’s duration.
that these members, now known as “plebes,” are
absorbed into the corps as the fourth class and
take up their new academic duties the first week
in September.

The motto of the United States Military acad-
emy is “Duty, Honor, Country.” During the pre-
liminary training of the newcomers this summer
one of the first things they will learn is the
real meaning back of that motto. Here is that
meaning as it is interpreted in “Bugle Notes,”
the little handbook which the “kaydets”, call the
“Plebe’s Bible.”

The motto of the corps, the standard by which
every cadet regulates his personal life is “Duty,
Honor, Country.” “Country” needs no definitign;
“Our Country, right or wrong” is the patriot's
slogan throughout the nation. But the standards
of “Duty” and “Honor” at West Point are distinc-
tive and rigid; and because, in civilian life, the
general attitude as to these two principles from
time to time and from place to place, the following
pages are devoted in great part to a definition of
the attitude of the corps in matters of duty and
honor:

DUTY

Graduates of West Point have always inspired
and set the standard of duty in the army. That
they have been able to do so, is ‘due entirely to the
inculcation of a keen sense of duty and to the
faithful, conscientious and cheerful performance
of every task imposed upon them while at the acad-
emy. Only he who has acquired the habit of dis-
cipline, of duty, and of justice can be trusted to
act as a leader in a profession which deals with
the lives of men.

Performance of one's duty implies far more than
mere obedience to the letter of the law. In other
walks of life, technicalities and evasive tactics are
condoned and even lauded as an indication of
clevdrness. In the army where the lives are the
price of failure there are no technicalities and an
order is given, a statement received at its face
value. When it becomes a soldier’s duty to obey
an order, it also becomes his duty to look be-
neath the surface of that order for its spirit, and
in so doing to put his whole being into its per-
formance. A fearless readiness to assume respon-
sibility and the determination to do, not just the
job, but the whole and the best job are what is
expected of a West Pointer.

Every cadet is expected to make it his individ-
ual and personal obligation to maintain the high-
est possible standard of duty and to do everything
in his power to discountenance and discourage any
act or spirit which might place a premium on the
nonperformance of one's duty.

HONOR

Honer is the most cherished principle of life;
it is the beacon which guides every one during
their stay at the military academy and during the
career of later life.

The fundamental principles of honor, their ap-
plication to specific acts and problems, and the
methods of administering and enforcing these
principles and applications, have long been desig-
nated by thé general term, the “Honor System"
Almost all educational institutions have honor
systems, varying in severity, efficiency and effec-
b by which to a greater or
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less “degree, students consider themselves bound,
and which exert a varying degree of influence on
the lives of the several institutions. At the peak
of the varying scale stands the honor system of the
corps, representing the best, the most steadfastly
upheld, the most practical and, at once, ideal sys-
tem of honor in the world.

! The basic principles of the honor system are;;
no lying, no cheating, no half-truths. . . .

{ Now all of this "may sound very much like the

type of thing that you will read in any of the
student handbooks, which are given to members
of the freshmen class in any educational institu-
tion in the United States. And to the cynical-
minded, who have observed the break down of
honor systems in various institutions, this state-
ment from “Bugle Notes” may mean nothing more
than a similar statement in other such nandbooks.
But here lies the difference: At West Point honor
is a living reality. Go there, as did the writer of
this article, and you will quickly realize that fact.

It is not because the cadets go about their
business with a conscious air of virtue; it is not
that they parade the fact that their honor is to
them the dearest of all things; it is not that there
is a visible evidence of a rigid adherence to a
code of honor set forth in formal phrases and
exemplified by apparent effort. But it is a part
of their every day 'fe and as such it finds its
phrasing in a single expressive colloquialism. For
the heart and soul and watchword of the West
Point code of honor is expressed in just two words
“All Right”

Cadet life at West Point is one of rigid dis-
cipline, hedged about by many restrictions. The
cadet has a certain time for doing a certain thing,
he is supposed to be in certain places for certain
duties at certain times. If he is not in those
places or performing those duties he will receive
demerits, those black marks for which he must
make amends, usually by doing “punishment tour,”
which means that he must spend some of the ex-
tra time that fie would ordinarily have for leisure,
marching at attention on the campus. Enough
demerits received for infraction of the rules of
the academy mu.y lead to his expulsion.

Cadet life is one of Spartan simplicity. Cadets
are not allowed to have or receive money; they
cannot smoke except in their own rooms; they
cannot leave the reservation except at stated
times. Christmas leave is only issued a year
and a half after the cadet first enters.

In addition to the four daily drills in infantry,
field artillery, cavalry and coast artillery lessons
must be learned: mathematics, from simple alge-
bra through the latest wrinkle in calculus and
least squares; philosophy, chemistry, electricity,
French and Spanish, English and history. Cadet
rooms must be swept out and cleaned by the
cadets themselves—four time daily—and they
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West Point, thy Duty is to me
As from the Vestal Hearth a flame
That's in this land and o'er the sea
Through all the decades still the same,
More precious far than fame.

West Point, thy Honor is to me

As straight from heav'n &e light of life;
To keep me firmly knit to thee,

True to my best in peace or strife.

I guard it as my life. :

West Point, Our Country is to me
The Mother-Land, beloved and fair, °
Whose dear vales long have sheltered me,
Whose duties I am proud to share,
Whose uniform I wear.

—James E. Briggs, '28.
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have to shine their shoes and make their own
beds.

Such a program of work and such strict dis- |
cipline as to conduct soon proves whether or not |
If he hasn't, if |

the cadet has “real stuff” in him.
his scholarship falls below par, and if, as pre-

viously stated, he doesn’t keep the rules, out he |

goes! Neither birth, family, influence nor wealth
count at \Vest Point.

Of course, to the average Awmerican youth, it
would seem easy to “beat cthe game” and *o cover
up his rule-breaking, so that he would not suffer
the penalty for it. But at West Point “beating
the game” is not a popular sport and here is
where the “All Right” comes in.

Suppose, for instance, that the cadet leaves his
room, the barracks or the post, and in doing so he
meets a “tac” (a tactical officer). If the “tac”
inquires, “all right?” and the cadet replies “all
right!” it most decidegly IS all right, that is to
say, these twyu words a complete explanation
of his action, that nis ¥aving his room, the bar-
racks, or the post is an infraction of the rules.
For, say the rules, “an ‘all right,” involves the pur-
pose of a visit, as well as the place. No cadet may
report ‘all right’ when he is going anywhere for an
' Agd here is another and

should refer to the
ked and not to the

is asked ‘all right
time that the qu
moment that they
a cadet’s action which is not all right one minute

the rule. “If a cadet |

Fiven.” So you see |

may apparently be all right the next minute, but |
he can not take iadvantage of the apparent com- |

pliance with the rules within that short space
of time, for the code of honor of West Point says
“no half-truths.”

Another of the guiding principles of the cadet,
as set forth in the “Plebes Bible” is this: “Quib-
bling, evasive statements, or technicalities in or-
der to shield guilt o: defeat the ends of justice
will not be tolerated. The code of the soldier de-
mands courageous and fearless honesty in setting
forth the truth, regardless of consequences.” So
when the cadet answers “all right” it means just
exactly that and not a whit less. If the thing he
is doing when that inquiry is made is not all right
then he says nothing and accepts the demerit
which he has earned. For “cadets do not make
excuses. Explanations citing extenuating circum-
stances or adequate reasons for failure in the
performance of duty may be submitted.” But
“Offenders of the code of honor are never granted
immunity.”

And those rules and this code of honor apply
to all—from the lowliest plebe to the meost out-
standing member of the first class. There is a
rather widespread popular belief that in most of
our educational institutions athletic stars can
“get by with anything.” But that distinctly is not
true at West Point. Take the case of Cadet Cagle
—*“Red” Cagle, as you probhahly have heard of
him, the outstanding backfield star of the foot-
ball team and next year’s captain. Last winter
Cagle obtained a leave of absence which he spent
in New York city. When he returned to the acad-.
emy he was late, through no especial fault of his,
by a very short time. But was this breach of
rules overlooked in the case of this great foot-
ball star? It most emphatically was not. For the
next month “Red” Cagle was doing 22 hours of
“punishment tour,” 22 extra hours marching at
attention on the campus. If you will march for an
hour at attention you will soon appreciate that
22 hours in a month, or nearly an hour a day
extra, is no joke and least of all would it seem
so if you were doing it for what might seem to be
a very unimportant reason. Think back over the
number of times you have been late to an ap-
pointment and offered as an excuse for your tardi-
ness an airy “Sorry, old fellow!" and then see
how you would feel if you had to pay for it the
way “Red” Cagle did for his tardiness.

But remember that discipline at the m‘lltary
academy comes ahead of anything else. Four
years of such discipline, of such practice, in self-
restraint by the young men who are enrolled
there, by their training in scrupulous regard for
duty, by their doing the right thing because it
is the right thing, according to the code of honor
cannot but result in making men of high physical
and mental standard.

Those four years have brought a knowledge
and physique that couldn’t very well be obtained
any other place; have given that insight inte men
that few colleges give; have formed and molded
a character that neither knows nor shields crime
or deceit; have breathed into it that spirit of the
corps exemplified by its motto: *“Duty, Honor,
Country.” ‘And that is why the term “officer
and gentleman,” when applied to a West Pointer,
means exactly that!

'l'amed Ground

lden-mantled ground squirrel,
R g rangers at the Dunraven
Pass station, in Yellowstone National
park, not only made au excellent pet,

Squirrel a Good Mouser

really a rodent, is in the habit t::

ence Service.

den movement which may startle him.

“He is as jealous as he can be and
will not allow me to feed another
squirrel at all. He will chase them
out of my hand, then sit up there and
chatter at them to let them know
their place.”—Kansas City Star’s Sci-

Little Nuisance

Truck Driver (telling of crash with
a small car)—l see the little devil
coming and 1 thinks—"“There’s a
fiy on my windshield.”
thing dashes through the radiator and
knocks the tops off all me spark plugs.
—Weekly Scotsman. .

\ Favored by Fortune

Is | man dat dldn't git tnto an
g | crash

Then the’

“Win or lose,” sald Uncle M‘ﬁo
automobile

Waste to Market
Poor Vegetables

If Not Good When They
Leave Ground Never Will
Be Any Better.

Vegetables that are not good when
they leave the field will never be |
any better, according to Paul 'Work
of the New York State College of
Agriculture. It does not pay to put
poor vegetables on the market. For
the good of both the producer and
the consumer poor stuff, should be
plowed under for fertilizer or fed to
live stock and not dumped on the
vegetable market.

; Grading Pays.

Careful grading of vegetables pays.
When the produce merchant or the
customer sees poor specimens of veg-
etables or fruit in a carload or a
basket, he judges the whole lot to be
poor in quality. The buyer ussumes |
ithat there is more of the worst than |
he sees, and bhe therefore uses the‘

{
|
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defective specimens to make the
seller lower his price. The cost of
marketing is so great that low grade |
vegetables are seldom worth shipping
or taking to market. |
Less Storage. |

Storage of vegetables is less im-

portant than formerly because ship- |
ping under refrigeration has im- |
proved. The movement of products
to! market over long distances and

during all seasons of the year has
reduced the need for long time stor-|
age. However, the fluctuation of
prices from day to day and the eager-
ness of merchants as well as growers |
to catch the bhest prices has in-|
creased the use of storage plants for |

short periods. Refrigerated storage
is use? more because it keeps the
vegetables in the best condition.

Burying vegetahles in pits and other
forms of outdoor storage are rapidly
going out of use.

Gently Sloping Hill Is
Best Orchard Location

Never plant fruit trees or small
fruits in low places with higher ground
surrounding them. Such places are al-
together too frosty to be safe for
fruits. The best location is on a gen-
tly sloping hill wkere there is a free|
movement of air. This, in general, |
should be on the eastern, or southeast-
ern or southern side of the slope in or- |
der to take advantage of the protec- |
tion against western and northwestern
winds.

A southern slope has a little disad-
vantage in rhat it warms up a bit|
earlier in the spring than a northern
slope and may make a day or fwo
difference in blossoming time. This,
of course. increases slightly the haz-
ard from frost. but the benefits aceru-
ing from the warm, sheltered side of
the hill are much greater than the
danger.

Brood Sows Should Be
Given Lots of Water

Brood sows should be given very
little grain for 24 hours after farrow-
ing but should have all the water they
desire. The first feed given after far-

| rowing should be limited in amount

and fed as a thin slop. The amount
fed is increased gradually as the pig

need more milk, until in 10 or 15 days
the sow is being fed all she will eat.
The brood sow's ration during the|
suckling period should be slightly lax- |
‘ative and provide for increased milk |

| ‘production to meet the needs of the |
| pigs.
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Plowing Under Rape |
Rape does not take nitrogen from |
tthe air or add anything to the soil
‘which it does not take from the soil‘i
in making its growth. The advantage |
gained in plowing under a crop of |
green rape lies in the added vegetable
matter which goes back into the soik |
The decomposition of the vegetable |
matter reacts on soil particles and |
liberates plant food so that a better
crop is likely to follow. However. you
have added no fertilizer to the land.

IE‘: Farm Notes
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Alfalfa hay supplies cheap protein.
= * .

o

Poisoned bran will stop the army
worm army.

A successful farm cannot be located

by observation alone.
A . *

Sanitary conditions are necessary to
prevent diseases on a farm just as in
a hospital.
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Late fall plowing will destroy some

of the hibernating worms, but it is

not as effective as the earlier plowing.
- - L]

Oats can be made into reasonably
good silage. However, the oats should
be cut before the stems have become |
woody.

- L

Either a disk or spring-tooth harrow
will do very good work in keeping a
mulch and keeping down the weeds.

* ® %

Don’t neglect to thin the radishes
to an inch apart if you want early
radishes of uniform size and quality.
Don’t make them fight to live.

* = @

Sturdy, healthy, well-hardened
plants that have been transplanted
at least once are generally superior
to ordinary unhardened plants.

* ® @*

Perishable vegetables must be har-
vested at the proper stage. Good and
bad should not be mixed. Packing
should be neat, attractive and accord-
ing to custom. 3

* = *

Co-operative marketing has been get-
ting on a sounder basis in recent
years, and farmers will probably find
it an important way of safeguarding
their interests in the future.
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Currant bushes almest invariably
are a part of the vegetable garden or
at least very near to it. They are a
standing menace to the { gar-
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LATEST TYPE SPORTS BLAZER;

GREAT VARIETY IN NEW
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O SAY that sleevelessness calls
for sleeves, seems almos: paradox-

ical pntil one makes a study of sum-

mer style trends. While ir is true
that the majority of frocks are sans
sleeves, yot consider the inevitable
short jacket or coat which plays such
an important role in completing the
summer costume. [ts mission above
all else is to supply sleeves to the
sleeveless.

There’s no doubt about it summer
chic demands  that these separate
fackets be included in every carefully

planned wardrobe and that they be of
every genre from sports and utility
those of dressiest mien.
Wherefor the short-ijacket theme is
that versatile it runs the gamut from
natty sports blazers ana knitted car-
digans to airiest-fairiest creations of
chiffon and lace and such.

If you are trying to vision just how
a bright blue and white striped blazer
jacket would look over a dainty white
sleeveless crepe frock, meet Miss
Merna Kennedy, please, one of Hol-
Ilywood's favorite cinema stars, who

| is posing for this picture in a sports

blazer of latest type. Yes, we agree
with you, the scalloped hemline about
the skirt of the dress is a charming
touch.

There’s no doubt about it, the addi-

| tion of a jacket to a sleeveless frock

increases the usefulness of u costume
beyond reckoning. The encouraging
part of it is that these little coatees
may be made of almost any material,
and they individualize a costume ac-
cording to their style and character.
If one must be economical a white
crepe or georgette frock makes a
wise start to a summer wardrobe.
While it should in ge¢neral present a
tailored aspect, at the same time fash-
ion, this season, endows it with many

| intriguing “dressmaker” touches. The

wearability and adaptability to *“the
time, the place ‘and the girl” of the
sleeveless white frock may be multi-
plied ad infinitum according to the
number of clever jackets designed to
wear with it.

A good beginning for the jacket pro-
gram when buying a white frock
similar to the one pictured is to add
a cunning jacket of the same material

VARIETY IN HAT BRIMS

Scallop it all around to match the
dress and fasten it at the neck either
with crystal or pearl club-button links
or a scarf which ties in a soft bow.
Quite unique, too, ix a jacket of all-
over lace in one of ihe new sunburn
or eggshell tints. The shoes and
bosiery should match. :
As to jacket of gay colored trans-

BRIMS
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parent velvet, no fashion-wise woman
would be without one or several.

Is yours a face-framing brim? If it
is, it is that which it should be. The
face-framing 1dea is being exploited
throughout the millinery realm. Be-
cause of the face-framing theory hav-
ing takep such a hold in the minds
of the creators' of the hat-beautiful,
brims are flaunting new graces, new
intricacies—a program of thrills and
surprises!

Watch the new brims. No two
alike if fashion has its way. -A type

£

BLUE AND WHITE STRIPED
BLAZER

created for every individuality, is tk

prevailing thought. An idea that ca,
tures the fancy of many is that of
the long-at-the-back brim. This has
led to artful methods of securing the
desired effect—such as cutting the
front brim away entirely, especially in
connection with the styling of felts.

In matter of dressy thin hair cape-
lines and other pliable thin straws,
brims are adroitly folded and plaited
at the front to the point of extreme
narrowness and flattering eoff-the-face
effects. At the same time back .brims
are encouraged to appear their widest.
Not all brims, however, achieve their
flattering face-framing  silhouettes
through lengthened-at-the-back effects.
The real issue is to secure becoming
soft lines—to type each hat to its
wearer. Which is just what has hap-
pened in the instance of each hat in
the group pictured herewith.

A soft satiny thin straw with a soft

folded velvet edge is made to frame
the face very attractively according
to the hat shown at the top to the
left in the lower picture. An original
French model this and it surely looks
the part, even to the cluster of deli-
cate pink roses which accent the pic-
turesque.

To the right is a huge transparent
hair body with its sheerness empha-
sized with a border of fancy open-
work straw lace.

A single flower posed on the un-
derbrim, is often noted in mid-sum-
mer styles. The hat in the center

.is a fine Milan straw, a fold of'satin

accomplishing a charming face-fram-
ing contour.

The last hat is a pleasing interpre-
tation of the ever-favorite cloche. In
Paris the vogue for black-and-white
millinery is being advanced with
greatest enthusiasm. This pretty
model is an outcome of the black-
and-white craze. Huge white silk
poppy petals cover the crown with a
monture of flowers forming an in-
triguing one-side trim.

JULIA BOTTOMLEY.
(@©. 1929. Western Newspaper (Jnion.)

Gingham Very Popular

It is impossible to stress too strong-
ly the vogue of gingham this season.
Indeed, some of the best French mod-
els have been used and the effect of
this simple material, combined with
smart and sophisticated lines, is most
intriguing.

Sports Coats
§ coats for summer
which are extraordinarily ligh
made of alpaca wool and are
coming as they are practical

coats follow the model of a coat that
had a well merited success during
the winter.

Lingerie Touch
Three layers of shaded georgette in
cream, beige and deep tan fashion a
sweet little collar for a brown vel-
veteen frock for a young girl,

Bows Popular
Bows are as popular as beaux. They

appear on dresses, in unexpected
&m,md'mam SE
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