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and who did not wish to be utdone in 
politeness, said-

w I beg your pardon—" 
"Pray don't apologize," answered Vir-

ginie, in a stately fashion. 
And they stood and talked for a few 

minutes with not the smallest allusion, 
however, to the past. 

Virginie, then about twenty-nine, was 
really a magnificent looking woman; 
head well-set on her. shoulders, and a 
long, oval face crowned by bands of 
glossy black hair. She told her history 
in a few brief words. She was married. 
Had married the previous spring a cab 
inetn taker who had given up his trade, 
and was hoping to obtain a position on 
the police force. She had just been out 
tQ bay this mackerel Cor him. 
J"Jie adoies them," she said, "and we 

Women spoil our husbands, I think. But 
come up. We arc standing in a draught 
here." .?**•* 

When Gervaise had in her turH told 
her Story, and added that Virginie was 
living in the very rooms where she had 
lived, and where her child was born, 
Virginie became still more urgent that 
she .-.hould go up. *It is always pleasant 
to sec a place wheie one ha- been hap­
py,'' she said. ''She herself had been 
liwir ^ on the other side of the water, but 
had uot tired of it, and had moved into 
thefee rooms only two weeks ago. She 
wai. not settled yet. Her name was 
Ma lame l'oisson." 

"And mine," said Gervaise, "is Cou­
peau." 

Gi ivaisc was a little suspicious of all 
this courtesy. Might not some terrible 
revt l.ge be hidden under it all? and she 
determined to be well on her guard. But as 
Virginie was so polite just now, she 
must be polite in her turn 

Poisson, the husband, was a man of 
tbii' v-uve, with a mustache and imper­
ial ; he was seated at a table near the 
witiuow, making little boxes. His only 
tool were a penknife, a tiny saw and a 
glue not ; he was executing the most 
wonderful car/ing, however. He never 
sold his work but made presents of it to 
hit 'riends. It amused him while he 
waF. v. aiting for his appointment. 

Poison rose, and bowe l politely to 
Gerv.iise, whom his wife called an old 
friend. But he did not sppak—his con­
vert itional powers not being his strong 
poiM. He cast a plaintive glance at the 
ma; Urel, however, from time to time. 
Gei v;iise looked around the room, and 
deiv :i ibed her furniture, and where it had 
sts< .1. How strange it was, after losing 
sight of each other so long, that they 
shcul I occupy the same apartment! 
Virginie entered into new details. He 
had it small inheritance from his aunt, 
and she hovself, sewed a little—made a 
dress now and then. At the end ol a 
half hour Gervaise rose to depart; Vir­
ginie went to the-head of the stairs with 
her, itnd there both hesitated. Gervaise 
fancied that Virginie wished to say some­
thing about Lantier and Adele, but they 
separated without touching on these dit>-
agrci:able topics. 

This was the beginning ot a great 
friendship. In another week Virgim.: 
could not pass the shop without going in, 
and sometimes sht remained for two or 
three hours. At first, Gervaise was ve» v 
uncom for table ; she thought every time 
Viryinie opened her lips that she sh ula 
hear Lantier's name. Lantier was in her 
mind all the time she was with Madame 
Poisj.on. It was a stupid thing to do 
after all, for what on earth did she ca 
wh.U had become of Lantier or of Ad ie? 
but she was none the less curious to 
know something about them 

Winter had come—the fourth winter 
that the Coupeaus had up nt in La Rue 
de !a Goutte d'Or. This vear December 
and January were especially severe, and 
aftc:- New " Year's th«- snow lay thrte 
•Week* in the street without melting 
There was plenty of work for Gervaise, 
and her shop was delightfully warm and 
singularly quiet, for the carriages made 
no noise on the snow covered streets. 
The laughs and the shouts ot the children 
were almost the only sounds ; they had 
made a long slide, and enjoyed them­
selves hugely. 

Gervaise took especial pleasure in ber 
coffee at noon. Iter apprentices had no 
reason to compl&in, for it wan hot and 
strong and unadulterated by chiccory, 
On the morning of Twelfth Day tne 
clock had struck twelve and then half-
pas, t, and the coffee was not ready 
Gervaise was ironing some muslin cur 
tain*. Clemence, mth a frightful cold, 
was a* usual at work on a man's shirt. 
Madame Putois was ho > ng a skirt on i 
board, with a cloth laid on the floor to 
prevent the skirt from being soiled. 
Mamma Coupeau brought in the coffee, 
and ns each one of tne women took a 
cup wiiha sigh of enjoyment, the strrrt 
door opened, and Virginie came in with 
a rush of cold air. 

•' Heaven !" she cried, " it is awful ! 
my ears are cut off I" f 

*w You have come ju t In time fdf a Cup 
of hot coffee," said Gervaise, cordially 

" A nd I shall be on I v too glad to have 
it!" an wered VirgirJe, with a nhiver 
She had been waiting at the grocer's, 
«he *aid, until she was chilled through 
and through. The heal ot that roum 
was delicious, and thee she stirred her 
coftVe. and said 'he liked the damp, 
swett smell of the fre»n|y ironed linen. 
She and Mamma Coupeau we^e the only 
ones w ho had chairs; the other- sat on 
wooden footstools, so low that they 
«eetr,ed to be on the floor. Virginie sud­
denly stooped down to her hostess, and 
aai *. with a smile: 

"Do you remember the daj at the 
Lavatory?" 

Gervaise colored; she could not an­
swer. This was just what she had been 
threading. In a moaanit she frit sure she 
•houid hear Lantier's name. She knew 
it wa» coming. Virginie drew nearer to 
her. The apprentices lingered over their 
coffee, and told each other, as thev lookeu 
stupidly into the street, what they wouli 
do if they had it* income Of ten thousand 
francs. Virginie hanged her seat and 
took a footstool by the <<U$ of G^tvais 
who felt weak and cowardly, and helpless, 
to cliange the conversation, oi to stave off 
what was coining She brea hiesss 
awaite' the n»xt words, her heart brg 
with an emotion w icn wout.i n-K ao 
knowledge to he'sell, 

"1 do not wish io g-ve vou a n pai 
said Virginie, bU« ily " t wenty ti • c 
the "words MTC been on inv lipv, bu< * 

hesitated. Pray don't think I . bear you 
any malice." 

She tipped up her cup and drank the 
laft drop oi her coffee. Gervaise, with 
her heart in her mouth, waited in a dull 
agony of suspense, asking herself if Vir­
ginie could have forgiven the insult in the 
Lava'orv. There was a glitter in the wo-
m^ri'* e»es she did not like. 

~Y )u had an excuse," Virginie added, 
as bhe placed her cup on the table. "You 
had been abominably treated. I should 
have killed some one," and then drop­
ping her liitle affected tone, she contin­
ued more rapidly— 

"They were not happy, I assure you, 
not at all happy. They lived in a dirty 
street, where the mud was up to their 
knees. I went to breakfast with them 
two days after he left you, and found 
them in the height of a quarrel. You 
know that Adele is a wretch. She is 
my sister, to be sure, but 6he is a wretch 
all the same. As to Lantier—well, you 
know him, so I need not describe him. 
But for a'yes'or a'no,' he would not 
hesitate to thrash any woman that lives. 
Oh, they had a beautiful time! their 
quarrels were heard all over the neigh­
borhood. One day the police were 6cnt 
for, they had such a hubbub." 

She talked on and on, telling^ things 
that were enough to make the hair stand 
up on one's head. Gervaise listened, as 
pale as death, with a nervous trembling 
of her lips which might have been taken 
for a smile. For seven years 6he had 
never heard Lantier's name, ar.d she 
would not have believed that she coald 
have felt any such overwhelming agita­
tion. She could no longer be 
jealous of Adele, but 6hc smiled 
grimly as she thought of the blows 
she had received in her turn from Lan 
tier, and she would have listened for 
hours to hear all that Virginie had to 
tell: but she did not ask a question for 
some time. Finally she said: 

"And do they still live in that 6ame 
place ?" 

"No, indeed ! but I have not told you 
all yet. They separated a week ago." 

"Separated!" exclaimed the clear-
si archer. 

"Who is separated?" asked Clemerce, 
interrupting her conversation with Mam­
ma Coupeau. 

"No one," said Virginie, "or at least 
no one whom you know." 

As she spoke she looked at Gervaise, 
and seemed to take a positive delight in 
disturbing her still mor . She suddenly 
asked her, what she would do or sa. if 
Lantier should suddenly make his ap­
pearance, for men were FO strange, no 
one could ever tell what they would do— 
Lantier was quite capable of returning to 
his old love. Then Gervaise interrupter 
her and rose to the occasion. She an-
s vered with grave, quiet diguity that she 
was married now, and that if Lantier 
should appear she should ask him to 
leave. There could never be an> thing 
between them, not even the most distant 
acquaintance. 

"I know very well," she said, "that 
Etienne belongs to him, and if Lantier 
desires to see his son, I shall place no 
obstacle in his way. But as to mytiell, 
Madame Poisson, he shall never touch 
tnv little finger again ! It is finished." 

A 6 sne uttered these last words she 
traoed a cross in the air to seal her oath; 
a id as if desirous to put an end to the 
conversation, she called out to her wo­
men— 

"Do you think the ironing will be done 
to day, if you sit still? . To work! to 
work!" 

The women did not move; they were 
lulled to apathy by the h. at, and Ger­
vaise herself found it very difficu t to re­
sume her labors. Her curtains had dried 
in all this time, and some coffee had been 
opilled on them, and she must wash out 
the spots. 

"Au revoir!" said Virginie. "I came 
•ut to buy a haJf-pound of chees . P is-

son will think I am frozen to death 1" 
The b' tter part of the dav was now 

gone, and it was this way every dav—for 
t' e shop was the refuge and ha int of all 
the chilly people in the nei hborhood. 
Gervaise liked the reputation of having 
the most comfortable reom i»> ihe Quar 
tier, and she held her receptions—a the 
Lorilleux and Boche clique said, with a 
sntft of disdain. She would, in fact, have 
liked to bring in the very poor whom 
the saw shivering outside. She became 
very friendly toward a journeyman paint­
er, an old man of seventy, who lived in a 
loftofthe house, where he shivered with 
cold and hunger. He had lost his thre-.' 
sons in theC'imea, and for two \ear* 
his hand had been so cramped h» rheu 
matism that he could not hold a brush. 

Whenever Gervaise saw Fa'he. B.u 
she called him in, made a pUc* f >r hi n 
near the stove, and gave him *o nc brea i 
and cheese. Father Bn, wiMi his 
•v ,ite beard, and his f tee -vr uk ed 
like an old apple, sat in silc-m 
c'ntent, for hours at a tim--, • joying he 
warmth and cracking of the c >ke 

"vVhatare v >u thinking ah u'?" Ger 
v.iise would say, gavly 

"Of nothing—of all *or % o mingV 
he w >uld reply, wi h adaz -d iir 

The workmen laug ed and thought i' j 
a gooi joke t j ask it he ver•• in love. | 
tie pai l little heed to them, but rcli.^ed 
into silent thought. 1 ^ 

From this time Virgin eottcn <p.ike to 
G-rvaise of L<tnlii;>, a ri o-if -lay *ne 
sai l -he had j^»i met h >». But as the 
cle i'-siarcher mad* no 
then *<»id no mor *. Bu* 
she >etu n«d to the subj 
that he hlfflrtalked I ><<g 
her. GetVsise was ; 

whimpered c » ve>* 
- er <rt ner stiop. n» 
made her lain' .m m . 
oelieved herself to h ! 
She inrM'U, in everi »vi* 

and this idea brought a cold sweat to her 
forehead, because he would certainly 
kiss her on her ear, as he had often teased 
her by doing in the rear, gone by. It 
was this kiss she dreaded. Its dull rever­
beration deafened her to all outside 
sounds, and she could hear only the 
beatings of her own heart. When these 
terrors assailed her, the Forge was her 
or.ly asylum, from whence she returned 
smiling and serene, feeling that Goujet— 
whose sonorous hammer had put all her 
bad dreams to flight—would protect her 
always. 

What a happy season was this after 
all! Theclear-starcher always carried a 
certain basket of clothes to her customer 
each week, because it gave her a pretext 
for going into the Forge, as it was on 
her way. As soen as she turned the 
corner of the street in which it was situ 
ated, she felt as light-hearted as if she 
were going to the country. The black 
charcoal dust in the road, the black 
smoke rising slowly from the chimneys, 
interested and pleased her as much as a 
mossy path through the woods. Afar 
off the forge was red even at mid-day, 
and her heart danced in time with the 
hammers. Goujet was expecting her 
and making more noise than usual, that 
she might hear him at a greater distance. 
She gave Etienne a light tap on his 
cheek, and sat quietly watching these 
two—this man and boy, who were so dear 
to her—for an hour without speaking. 
When the sparks touched her tender 
skin she rather enjoyed the sensation. 
He, in his turn, was fully aware of the 
happiness she felt in being there, and he 
reserved the work which required skill 
for the time when she could look on in 
<vonder and admiration. It was an idyl 
that tney were unconsciosly enacting all 
that spring, and when Gervaise returned 
to her home, it was in a spirit of sweet 
content. 

By degrees her unreasonable fears ot 
Lantier were conquered. Coupeau was 
behaving very badly at this time, and 
one evening, as she passed the Assomoir, 
she was certain she saw him drinking 
with Mes Bottes. She hurried on lest 
she should 6eem to be watching him. But 
us t>hhastened she looked oyer her 
shoulder. Yes, it was Coupeau who 
was tossing down a glass of liquor with 
an air as if i' were no new thing. He had 
lied to her, then ; he did drink brand 
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i troubled b^ ! 
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i heart. Shs 

Ihonest woman. 
. to do rig.it and 

to -hun tbe wron^ b <»u^ * she telt that 
only n doing'a-• * ui shs be happv 
She did not think MJ T Coupeau, be­
cause she was co.»-eiou- ot no short­
coming •toward hi t- But she though), 
ot her friend at the F rwe, and it seemed 
IO her that this etur r.f her interest in 
Lantier, tain' and ^n-'ecidetT** it was, 
w^s an infi telitv to »3*i-jet,.iutd to that 
tender fri<*.>d>hitf wh o >eoome so 
verv precious to Her;.:.. »lr.r heart was 
touch tro bl-si i'i ft'la • She dwelt 
on that urn-- v« 
•ltr Sh» 
quit intj Ad l^i 
wit » 

Win: 
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ne * n 
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b' 
111 4 ' 

>t"l» 

I an * 

, it wa • 
fiocie i 

L ifier\ 

H 

idy. 
She was in utter despair, and all her old 
horror of brandy returned. Wine she 
could have forgiven—wine was good fo"] 
a working man ; liquor, on the conirar- . 
was his ruin, and took from him all 
desire for the food that nourished, and 
gave him strength for his daily toil. Why 
did not the government interfere and 
prevent the manufacture of such 
pernic ous things ? t .r 

When she reached her hotnfe she found 
the whole house in confusion. Her 
employes had left their work and were 
in the court-yard. She asked what the 
matter was. 

44 It is Father Bijard beating his wife ; 
he is as drunk ss a fool, and he drove her 
up «tairs to her room, where he is 
murdering her. Just listen 1" 

Gei vaise flew up the stairs. She was 
verv loud of Madame Bijard, who was 
er laundress, and whose couragf and 

industry she greatly admired. On the 
t. x' h floor a little crowd was assembled. 
M dame Boche stood at an open door. 

44 lave done ! " she cried : 44 have 
done ! or the police will be summoned." 

No one dared to enter the room, 
hecatise Bijard was well known to be like 
a m tdinan when he was tipsy. He was 
rarelv thoroughly sober; and on the 
occasional days when he condescended 
'O wo k, he always had a bottle of brandy 
a- liU side. He iarely ate anything, and 
it a ma'ch had be^n touched to his 
• iiOuth, he w o.i 1,1 have taken fire like a 
torch. 

44 vV iu d yo u let her be killed !" 
exci «imed Gervaise, trembling from head 
to toot, i*nd she entered the attic room, 
which was very clean and very bare, for 
he man had sold the verv sheets off the 

bed t • - itisfy his mad passion for drink. 
In this terrible airuggie tor life the table 
hart been thrown over and the two 
ci»ai'- also. On the fl xw lay the poor 
woman with her skirts drenched as she 
had <:.>me from the wa*h-tub, her hair 
strea ning over her bloody face, uttering 
• >w groans at each ktck the brute gave 
hec. 

n - neighbors whispered to each other 
t'ta had refu ed to give him the 
mon v -he had earned that day. Boche 
can i u,i he staircase to his wife : 

w C tie dow--. 1 ay ; let him kill her 
•f •« w I: it will nlv make one fool the 
he I <•> n. th. w >rld ! " 

H • er Rru followed Gervaise into the 
o •» . ami ihr two expostulated with the 

n> m.in But he turned toward them 
M *1 '1 'hrf itening; a white foam glis-
-ii • >» hi. lips and in his faded eyes 
•i >. m a mu^di^oiiM expression. He 

•4 df.,t Father Bru by t^e shoulder and 
h-rn »>v.ir the table, and shook 

ti r u til her tet th chattered, and 
• n • • » urned his wife, who lay mo-
: nl, wn h; r mouth wi.'e open and 

h veaclosed: and during this frightful 
-c ii '• Lane,.four years old, was in 
"» fi. i on at the murder of 
n- i tier f'lc; child's arms were 
aH -«#u r He rieite, a baby who 
s' [j b I, weaned, She stood with 
a Y . >1 inn f;xe, and setious, melan­
in..:..wig,, , Dai. shed no tears. 

W. ' iJ jard slip, <:o and fell, Gervaise 
a _ F v r ttru helped the poor creature 
•«» *( lg- r, who then burst into sobs. 
L.tli- ?'it to her side, but »he did not 
c • " >e child was already habituated 
r.t - -e nes. And as Gervaise went 
• r stiirs, she was haunted by the 
^r t i»je look of resignation and courage 
m Litir-'t eves—it was an expression l>e-

' j to tnafuM y and experience, 
r-.>» r *faan to cix;, ». ood. 

"Y iar husbao;v - on the other side of 
th • feet," »aia .Jemence, as soon a* 
ue h v Gerviiae; "he it as tipsy as pos-

M'lk !" 
»p m reeled in, breaking a square 

of glY»s with his shoulder as he missed 
the" d wrway. I i» was not tipsy, but 
drunk, with his t eth set firmly together, 
m<t a pinched ressio - about the nose. 
And G<-rvaise int> jmtly knew that it was 
the liquor o( t ie As*ommoir which had 
vuia ed ms blood. She tried to smile, 
and coaxed him to £0 to bed. But he 
- o -k tie off, and ne passed her gave 
n . • b r ' • 

H v i just Rke tne other—the beast 
n . at who was now snoring, tired 
*.i >y b itmg his wife. She was chilled 

> n-art and despeiate. Were all 
H K ? Sne thi ught of Lantier and 
4 > r-band, an t wondered it there 

ip tnuf i < t e wo*ld. ' v" j 
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£lsts,or mailed free on receipt of SO."., by 
L\LL& BUOKKL. Druggists, 218 Green-

which Street, New York. 

0H1 MY 
BACK! 

The wonderrul 
success of Hsnti 
Re Netty has 
induced a great 
many toa<^vertise 
their worthless 
prcparatlens for 

49 the cure of Kid-
00 ney Diseases, 
" hoping to Bell 

: < tbt-m on its well 
Do not risk your 

t 

health by using any of these Injurious wrep-
paratlons, but try at once HURT'S HE »• 
ISO Y, which has stood tho test f .r 30 years. 

established reputation 
kith by using a: 
atlons, but try 
¥, which has 
LITE HOIIIETESTIMOPI*. 

199 Westminster St, Providence, B. I;, 
Oct. 18, li.79. ! 

Wm. E. CLVREX, Dear 3ii:— I h ivc^ stf-
ferea very much with my Kidneys and Liver 
for ydars. In January, 1879, I grew, worse, 
bio'tinK fearfully. "My physician, oriojot 
the best in Provide ice, wished ui e to try 
HOVITS REMEDY, as safe nd re .abte, as 
he h*d known it to cure Kidney Disease 
when all other medicines had iaile I. ^ J aid 
so, and In tyrentj -four hours I passed 1aur 
or ftve gallons of water, ihs bloat sviss re­
moved, and he great relief made ro . '/>"]. ?• 
well man. Were it not for HUNT'S UK41b» 
DY I would not be alive to-day. K. J*l. 
-<HE?\RDSON. HUNT'S KEM »» 
prepare EXPRESSLY for the Din as a of 
the Kidney's, Bladder, Liver an IJrinai^ 
Organs, Dropsy, Gravel. Diabetes right B 
Di»eaees or the Kidneys, and Inct tinenco 

and Re tlon of 
of Urine, ami » 
used by i Mcdi 
sal r« u.l t y 

Sen 11 I'am 
phlct t< 
WM. E 

PHOT. 

95 PerCenL Sterlnut 
fluacBM* In via 

wear, without increase ot bulk or weight 
wear several pairs of common Bubber ] 

The Poor Man's Boot. 
P0R 8ALJE3 BY 

m** 4T 

JNO. B. LUDOWICI, Comer 6th and Main st« 

The Best • Stock 
t t l ! » 4 . 

-OF- -j -n 
•X 
I' ' 1.. 

—IN THE CITY,-

f Nf 

-AND-

Style of;! Make, Quality and./ Price. 
We guarantee satisfaction in every particular. 
No practical dodges to obtain your confidence, bnt actual value in goods to 

We invite your inspection, 
** ***** £*$*»>***?-mam** ~ i , -

very patron, 

M i l l  e r  |  &  C o x ;  
.  . . . . . .  

•• , r" 
f0> 

522 Main street, near 6tli. 

HUNT'S 
REMEDY 

Sold by all Druggist. 

BENSONS •:pAppjMC: POROUS 
CAPCINE PLASTER 

< The Only Improvement Ever Made on the Common > > 
iJ v . i • • . Porous Plaster. • 

, •, "a - It contains greater and more powerful . ? ' 

Pain-Relieving, ' Strengthening, ^ and Curative ProperUet, 
Than the common Porous Plaster, and is iar superior to liniments and the so-

,a >• .i» called electrical appliances. 

PBIFLB »5 CENTS. 
in 

' THEB£ST\ , 

*T.m WOBLB 

SOLD BY 

SO SIMPLE 4. 

'AMAHTS9 

C£, 

FOKfiyKTICDLARt Wi NUMBER on 
\3m 

ADDRESS: 

WHITESEWIKO MACHINE Co. CLEVELAND, OHIO. 

TTTTw ~ 

I .  ARK, 
cs. 

R,I, 

From th6 Factory to thtf Wearer, 
Shirts «f Superior Mns.i ', Extra Fine U»*?i lBOMM, 

*! iOpen Back, Frenclt \ o..c, ai.d co . plelt v ^ 

• 97.50 11 BOZT •*i 
maiminli with w 

A U00D PL  
A aybody can learn to make mon 

ly operating in stocks, by the " I'v 
lng Unlet for Soeoeae," in Mees-
rence A Co.'s new olrcyilar. The 
tlon method, which the*firm has 
successful, onabies people with 
smatt meatM to reap all the benefit 
est capital ana bent (kill. Tho 
orders, in various luas, are pooled 
vast amount and co-operated as > 
wnole, r*ins secorinjc to each share 
the advantages of the largest oper^ 
mense profits are divided month 
amount, tram S5 to $5,000, or mor 
used sttceessfolly. K. ~ J y. H. T.' Baptist 
September36th. Ifc78,says: "By th 
atlon system $18 would make S7S. 
cent.: $60 pays I8S0, or 7 percent.; 
It JBUL or 10 p-r cent, on tne stock, 
month, aooo-dingto the marke . 
Leslie's Illustrated Vmpaper, « 
" rhe combination method of, 
stocks is the moataanceesfnl e\e> ' 
New lork Independent, 8>pt. li 
combination system la fount ed u|/ 
Knsi iess principles, and ne perso; 
wit! Jut an Income while it s k« 
ny Messrs. Lawrence 3b Co. 
lounal, Apr.l 29t.i: •'Our eali-
net profit of (101.25 from $20 in on 
Lawrence ft CWs romblaatlons.' 
r.ular (mailed frtej explains 
atocJ^s ""ni! bonds w^:oed, « ' 
brine s supplied. Lawre 4ce.dE (' 
17B :cbt>:ice Place.K. Y 
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JC8T KKC'EIVKO AT 

R  .  P I  i s  H e r  
-LARGE CONSIGNMENT OF 

mens 
pairs 

grade c f 
that we can save you 25 percent by buying ot us. < 

l,000j Second| and ^eating otoves for ealo vtr* ch ap 

J. Ft . FiBtier 
104 So th Fo« •t * Vfc, 


