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Uncle Sam Undertakes the Task of Patching Up and
Preserving From Further Decay the Wonderful Rock

Shelf Castles of the l’rehistoric Folk of theCliffs.

Copryright, 1820, The Internat

) put a fence around a prehis-
torie wonderiand, and patch up
the ruins of a bygonea civilization
within it po0 that they may nof
suffer further dilapidation, is a task
which the Government has newly un-
dertaken in southwest O where
oence upon a times, amid weirdly ple-
taresque surrcundings., flourished
Cliff-Dweallers
The fence is nothing more than =
Iins which Congress has dArawn abou!
An area of sixty-fiva square miles, em-
bracing a platean through which, from
northeast to southwest, the Mancos
River has cut a slice 2,000 fest deepn.
Into this canyon from both sides run
lateral gorges of equal depth

ars e

the

break-

Ing wp the mesa Into a labyrinth of
narrow cliff-walled passages, It !s In

high and salmost Inaccessihla
in tha faces of thesa cliffs are
found the ruins of prehistorie villages

Located In a wild and gloomy gorge
is the so-called Cliff FPalace, which
eceupying a shslf beneath overhang-
ing rock 1,000 fest above the canvon's
bottom, bears the of an en-
chanted castls. Extending along the

recpssas,n
that

aspect

cliff nearly 4285 feet, and in parts six
and seven stories high, with majestic
towars round and squares, it {8 to the
eys far mora Impressive than any of

casties of the Rhine.
A Fortress On A Rock-Shelf
never was a palace, and, though

the ruined

It

it might be called a eastle, it

more properly be described as a for-
tified town, which In its day may have
1.500 inhabitanta, A

jtructure of dressed ston
r

"l‘.’_“\:'l‘rl’:!

huge

|
mort i e

ington, a pat
expanded

in, llka the Ca

I
nwork of archit

0 its present size by many
additions [ts towers are loopholed
evidently for defense, and !1s residen-
tial portions are main devoted 16
suites of rooms which presumably
wWere assigned y fa ¢

In front was a stone-paved plaza
for dancing; and an important fea-
ture was a wnall of solild masonry built
flush with the edge of the precipice
and exiending from one end of the
great rock-shelter to the other, g0 that
tha sheer facae of tha f was can-
tinued upward 9 or 10 f¢ above the
floor of the cave. In the wall there
was only one small entrance, which
could be blocked at a moment's no-
tioe.

It was a fortress, well-nigh Impreg
nable., Access by rhing he shelf
of rock on which [t st ! was prac

1lly impossible to an enemy: and
even were a foothold on the shelf
gained, the stiructure itself was so
plar g to be admirably defensible.
All doors were at a considerable height
sbove the ground level en‘rance
through them being obtained by lad-
ders readlly withdrawn., while bal-
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that enters the chamber from
iucing the illuslo
"he Clift Palace
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itg situation belng remote
enirancas
by falls o
Another
conles along the upper stories offered

means of communication from

lL.arge stores of food &

al rkabl 10w
on Band. 1o provide almost equally remarkable and know

as Spruce Tres House, is perched on a l
rock-shelf,

found, with a ¢ beside her, sealed build ngs, of huge alie

ided agpainst attack by

The space covered by the bulld- number of PASSALPS

. are found
ancient FEuropean castles.
Skilled At Ralsing Garden Truck
The Clifi-Dwellers were agric
poeople, growing beans, meée

squashes

extensive

Watch-Towers

1any signs indicating that those birds

by the Cliff-Dwell- Ons, pump-

were domesticated

[

" subsistenc
Sky Parlors And Underground Rooms " i
1 extensively prac-

The roofs were platforms on which irrigation,

%
performing aga of water.
fraogments of cotton «

ling corn, ') their ruined
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