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XXXVI—THE ABDICATION {tues are to be put to the test—for it |
In the month of July, 1818, the|is by marching them-against adversity |
fourth anniversary of the implacable that the characters of men are judgéd,
war was ghout to come, and the op-| Germany Ready to Collapse
. Posing armies, so disproportionate at| Germany was in revolt. Everything!
:the beginning, were vigorous, well points to this, contrary to what is told |
armed, ready for batile. But—now the by thase who wish to preserve the |
. stales were different. In 1914 France German army's reputation that army
- bad held jn her hands not only her was exhausted, erushed, incapable of|
«*own fate, but the fate of the world. going further, ready to surrender if the
= No matier what might happen after | Allies had continued their efforts.
-.tha Marne, after the Yser, after Ver-| It was a case of complete collapse:
“/dun, atier the herole recovery of 1918, larmy and nation were a prey to the!
after the formidable onrush of the|same panic. Something must be done.
Americans against the common enemy, | The Emperor must adopt some course
« the future, though gtill dark, was less|of action. f
s terrible than it had been at the begin-| How well had Bismarck and the |
Saing of the war, |father of the Kaiser understood the
= - But Germany now stood on the brink character of “the young man full of
of the pit which she herself had dug.|(ricks," the comedian, the man with
She could no longer count'on Win-|the little brain, the mediocre actor!
ning victory by one final blow, nor| wNgthing is more pitiful than that
on being lastingly favored by fortune.inart of his Memoirs where he explains
It was necessary for her to win,ad-ithe events bearing down upon him.
vantage enough for obtalning a favor-'\what happened is well known. It is
able armistice, followed by a “white” |quiie evident that the Kalser must
peace, leaving neither victor mor van- | pave been filled with surprise at hav-
gquished. If not this, there were left ing been of so little importance at the
to her only two gwerpatives: to'vield onq of the drama and at the fact that

-

or to die.

ifor the moming, but for 5 o'clock on

|sergeant, yields his sword to the offl-

his own volition, sees it snatched from
his trembling hands like a child's toy.

He must go. It is midnight. He
fixes his departure for next day, not
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that November day, to forestall the
pale light by which a mournful dawn
might betray the fugitive,

Why tell the rest? He reaches the
Dutch frontier in an automobile, is
rudely challenged by a young Dutch

cer in command of the frontier post.
Thus It Ends

Thus ends his tragic adventure—
not for the world, but for the man
whose name will be heard, as long as
there exisis a conscience in the hu-
man race, amid curses of the mothers
of men. Though he played a certain
role at the time of his accession to the
throne, because of the imperious de-
sire to reign that filled him, he played
none at all when he fell; he was sat-
isfied to fall heavily beneath the buf-
fets of those surrounding him.” Not
for him was the role of the ships
captain who is the last to remain
aboard his ghip; William's role was|
that of the passenger who is carried]
away in a dead faint. - |

Never would one have belleved th
the Kaiser would have told what he
does in his Memoirs about this succes-
sion of events. He complains of hav-|
ing been deceived by all, of having
been deceived at Berlin by an umbl-I
tious Chancellor, deceived at Il?:.ta|

\ \“‘% 7

Lleutenant Thoret.

straight to his soldlers and said 'Di
them: “My children, I have come to|world into carnage, and then to hand
die with you." in his resignation in order to avoid
Did the Kaiser do anything like Scandal, and—as we say in gevernmen-
this? No, the Kalser feared the en-|tal circles—in order that the incident
|em}'. whom he had always defied hun- | be closed—to do these things presup-
{dreds of kilometers in the rear, z!.tu'lll’“""“‘"‘-‘s a degres of cynicism which
he also feared his soldiers, who, he |Might almost lead one to doubt the
!thought. might rise in revolt. In vain |Kalser's sanity. However, at bottom,
|certain carefully chosen men—as he | !he Kalger knows that there is nothing
tells in his Memoirs—came to acclaim |in What he says.
|hin:l: h? was well informed as to the| The Kaiser did not depart in order
state of mind of the army and knew |tg obtain_ by b :
|full well how bitterly hostile toward |, ... tr;:l}'nl::ta{commodalmg flight,
him were its sentiments. s * or his country. He
I German officers of inferior rank, had lost that couniry of his already,
upon whom rested no responsibility, 10rn it to pieces and soaked it in blood,
who happened to find themselves, in @84 he could no longer return to it. He
the course of the retreat, in the last departed, Because he had been driven
villages close to the French frontier, |{T0m his country because he had been
having been insuited and degraded and 9TiVen away by his troops and by the
spat upon by their soldiers, cowered |®0Hre world. He did not think that
in hiding in the rooms of French wom- | T'BOFOUS tréatment such as was meted
en whom they would not even salute |2Ut In earlier times to fllustrious men
one month before In their own houses, |Vaiquished in war, even to the mo-|
|Pointing to the soldiers pouring |™Meat of their last agonles, could be Im- |
'thmugh the streets, they begzged f:mf"’ﬁ_e“ upon him, since he felt, doubt-
| protection, with pale faces distorted |!#5S, that their memory would be in-|
'by terror; to go out into the street|Sulteéd by."being thus brought into|
meant, for hem, to be assassinated.|comPparison with him.
And he, the Kaiser, was thinking, | -\OW he writes groans, lies, places
doubtless, of what he said in 1881: (the blame upon others, denounces hia‘l
“You belong to me body and sonl, and |€>Workers and servants. And, by so
[if T should give yvou the order to fire |90ing, he has succeeded in making the
|upon your fathers and mothers you|Fole played by him even more contemp- |
would obey me without a murmur!"”| . |
| And, doubtless, while he was think of
that incitement to murder, he must

pared for it for vears, to plunge the

L'et him live, if living brings him.|
Joy! Tet him taste, almost on the|

_—uﬂ!

The German army,
evening of July 14, 1918, plunged for-
ward in an attack which was expect-
ed by the Frenchhigh command and
was received by the Allied armies in
guch fashion that it was smashed to
pleces at the very outset. The Ger-
man army was hurled back in con-
fusion and tergor, torn to pleces on

the wire entanglements of the Allies, |

now fighting under a single command
for a single purpose; the Germans
were cowed by the havoe wrought by
the infernal inventions which they had
been the first to empley in a barbarons
manner; and, little by little, the Ger-
man army, scattered, fell back through
France.

It wag the end. The huge organism
drew together, no longer able to fill
he gaps in its ranks, and the German
gnldiers learned whila they retreated
that there was no artuy held in reserve,
that they themselves were the only
rampart protecting their ecrumbling
country. HRehind the army of combat-
ants was desolation, devastated lands,
the remote fatherland, innumerable vil-
lages traversed before by the light of
conflagrations  voluntarily kindled,
when those same soldiers were bent
under the weight of the plunder that
they were carrying.

Kaiser Prey to Mortal Anxiaty

At the Kaiser's headquarters every-
thing suddenly became sombra around
the personsge who had become, during
thie past few weeks, the prey of terror
and of mortal anxiety, which bad
wrinkled his forehead and cheeks.
Around that man before whomeall had
that mzn who had expected to
world, even the most

howed

dominate the

faithful wera beginning to waver, and |

misfortune, in the guise of tardy and

incompleta retribution, was now bm;in-i
ning to close down upon this medijo-|

cre man, wWho had never realized what
misfortune might d(r_ who was incapa-
ble of enduring it
The greatest of the German chiefs
are shaken by what is befalling them;
the storm-wind of catastrophe blows
from gall gnarters upon the helpless
ship, whose captain,
tempest face tn face, seeks, with
ror-=irieken eves - the
1v heacon, the sheltered harbor,
lifeboats, in flight,

safetv

{the scenery suddenly dropped down

front; he complains that men whom |

on the terrible

upon his head while he was still act- he believed to be fai!.hf\lll}' ’a.ttachnd'
ling out the end of his part. |!to his fortunes were in reality h}'ricf-';

Around him anxious generals were |critical emissaries of the Chancellor,
ino longer sure of their troops. These | Who came to him to give him the kiss

_Lieutenant Thoret was ﬁf‘lng
high in a Hanriot military plane
e%nipped with an 80 h. p. engine
when he discovered he could glide

unable to meet |

light of the!

{men, whoe had created and imposed |
upon others the terrible bonds of Ger-|
man discipline, gauged at a glance the
gtate of mind, scon to develop into
open revolt, among those soldiers, now
sad and haggard, who tomorrw were
to be wild with exasperation. And they|
told the Kaiser their thoughts.

“Ah, well, they are probably exag-
gatering,” thinks the Kaiser, lost In a
dream about a fortunate Iull in the
fighting, which will allow him to keep
vpon his brow, already almost livid,
|the tottering imperial ¢rown.

“Abdication or Revolution!™

But—what is this? A telephone call
from Berlin! What is happening?
Chancellor Prince Max of Baden is not
gure of the man in the streeti, there are
grumblings that seem to pressage riots,
the big cities are agitated, the storm is
brewing, Confined to his bed by grippe,
the provisional head of the country is
leaving everyvthing in the hands of sub-
ordinates. And then comeg the mes- |
“Abdication or revolution!”

These two sinister words fall upon |
the august ear of the Kaiser like a
knell of death, in tragiec alternation.
The Kaiser is badly shaken. '

He talks about abdicating, of ab-
dicating as Emperor while keeping
the title of King of Prussia. Then he|
hesitates, walks up atd down, agitated |
nervous, even more unrecognizable
now than before; pale, wan, hollow-|
eved. trembling beneath his ridiculous
uniform

Finally the German commanders de- |
clare that they can not get, after hav-|
|ing advised the Kaiser to return to
Berlin.

“Return?” exclaims Berlin.
means that all is over!”
Kaiser delays in answering, others
take it upon themselves to tell him|
what his answer is to be. Just as he|
is leaving the table after a meal, he
is informed that he has abdicated—
the Chancellor had stolen a march on
him. No longer even King of Prus-
sia? No—neither Emperor nor King-

Never did human contempt so sound-
Iv and thoroughly slap the face of one
who had been great the day before:

EHEE,

“That
And as the

Now is when his qualities and wvir-'whe, incapable of giving up power of| yertisement.

of Judas.

What a taste of Hfe for a man who
had known other men! To what were
they to remain attached in those fate-
ful hours, ithey who were the last Sur- |
vivors of this ephemeral splendor?

Where Was the Genius of William?

Men remain faithful to undeserved
misfortune, but not to misfortune like
that of William Hohenzollern! Men |
remain faithful to greatness, which,
even cruzhed to the ground, retains its
grim attraction—but what was the

led with

,their bodies.

with the machine. He then broke
all existing gliding records by re-
maining seven hours and two
minutes with his engine shut off.

jadvancing to win his throne over the
| Austrian intrenchments, pusher aside

the men of the First Zouaves who, fill-
admiration by his reckless
bravery, wished to protect him with
And, during the great
war, the aged King Peter of Serbia,
driven from his throne, in the darkness

|ha\'e heard another voice borne on the
wings of the tempest, crying: “Why
not fire upon the Emperor?”

Why Did He Flee?
| Shall we now discuss that part of
|the Memolirs in which, exalting his
|eowardice to the height of sacrifice,
|the Kaiser pretends to have deserted
hisz post for the good of Germany and
because he thought that, by doing so,
|less severe terms would be meted out
to his country in the treaty of peace?
Which means, if he speaks the truth,
|that he felt himself to be the one upon
whom the main burden of guilt fell,
{and that he offered the ridiculous ran-
som of this precipitate departure into a

anniversary of the Kaiserin's death, |
| the perverse joys of a senile betrothal! |
| The man belongs to History—let us|
leave History to complete her work..
(To Be Continued)
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| greatness of William?

| bared to Heaven, without the slightest

Men remain

of a night when gll seemed over, went
faithful to genius, whose radiance mis- | =

gilded sojourn In foreigm parts? |
To deelare war after having pre-|

fortune can not at once eclipse, and
which sets in glory like the sun—but |
where was the genius of William? {

Hew bhad reigned, commanded, sent |
others to death, despised his fellow
men, reduced man to the level where
he found him. What has he to com-|
nlain about? Why did he depart? The
Kaiser explains that being a Chris-
tian, he eould pot kill himsell. Very
well. Only religion forblds suicide. |
But the Kaiser might have died. Oth-|
ers, officers and soldiers, filled with |
much profounder.piety and much high-
er ideals, fell in barttle, their heads |

thought of insulting Heaven by so dy-|World to physic your liver and bowels

ing. That haughty monarch was igno- 1w}1cn you have Dizzy Headache, Colds

rant of hil;ér.or}'—ﬂr.bif hel'.) lmdi read it, Biliousness, Indigestion, or Upset,

what did he remember about it? 2 at v - ST Se= e
Bonaparte at Arcola, his face radi:|earoigs — ooch IS e O

ant with the promise of genius and| _— = ABGE Wi

the grace of youth, hurled himself in!o:

the midst of, the enemy’'s fire. ATl

Waterloo, with his sceptre broken in|

pieces. he snatched up his sword and |

sought a soldier's death in the immor-|

tal ranks. Napoleon—William! May! #

the shade of the great man forgive me

for such a sacrileglious coupling of

| names!

In 1859, King Victor Emmanuel I,/
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