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1921 COAL SHORTAGE |

fails \

IS STARING PUBLIC |
. IN FAGE, IS CLAIM >

Wi
BY ELLIS SEARLES, for 14

Editor United Mine Workers’ Journal.  sel

A coal shortage for 1921 is staring  coast
the American people straight in the bor
face and I belieme il is time to warn yeste
the public of the seriousness of the sit- | Inter
vation. And when it comes the people | Follos
will have only themselves to blame for | Fole ¢
it. Everybody should be buying coahsmp
right now. On the contrary, no one is | hoa::
buying coal. One hundred thousand|gr :,
coal miners are out of work. Hundreds | jee 14
of coal mines are closed: down ‘mdlorg.am
hundreds of others are working one or | Mcitait
two days a week. There is Do mar-| form of
ket for soft coal and production has! suitabie
dropped to the Ilowest point since

1914. This means a coal shortage lat-‘Tum

er in the season as sure as fate.
Thers is but one way to prevent
guch a coal shortage and that is for|
the people to buy their coal now and | HE
thus distribute the demand over a

' ® 9 wider period of time. This would put |
miners to work, open up the m.ines’ The!
Our ex ln er S and give the railroads something to| what |
do. propef
One thing i dead certain—If every- | Green

body waits until late in the season tol TOoWD,
u O buy his coal and then everybody or-|Taylor
ders coal at the same time, there will | made 1
not be enough coal to go around and| A 1y
someone will have to do without. That ' while y

very minute the shortage will show up. ! were g
Limits on Production 'Lhe sa

The miners can dig just so much|for so
coal per week. The mines can pro-, bring!
duce just so much and the railroads|for es
can haul jost so much and no mor&l buyer,
There is a limit to the amount of |ago.
coal that cpn be supplied to the con-|bid up
sumer. When the demand for any| Hiram
particular week or month exceeds that|at thaa
limit, there will not be enough to sup-| Hind
ply everybody. That’s why 1 say the! tioneey
people should buy coal now when they | till ary
can get it ernocos

It is only necessary to read the
ibulletin of the United States geolog-| ———
dcal survey on the production of coal
ito prove that a shortage is on the way. I
“The total production of bituminons

<coal in the United States for the week | ot
ended March 19 was only 6,468,000 bond i
tons. This was 6,400,000 tons below| commi
the weekly rate of production of last tHon o
‘ De';;gﬂ::raga monthly production of bc_mdm
f bituminous coal for the entire year of f_:;s‘:&k
i 1920 was 46,380,000 tons. The output of the
for January, 1921, was appmxj_mately EVAN
40,000,00 tons; in February it was sentative
D 30,000,000 tons, and at the present| o " .
] rate of production for Marct_l it wlﬂ i confel
be about 27,000,000 tons. This is 17.-! afternci
000,000 tons per month short of the. 3
D ld You Read these FaCtS frsties prodmction last oer  Whii| e o
better evidence of the menace af a'buildm-"
coal shortage is required? Everybody idle. =
knows that thers was no overproduc- PORY
tion of coal last year. In fact, there
® was a serious shortage, even with an | 280, V4
. average monthly production of 46,000,- lnorlh R
] I I ] r I ] ‘ : 000 tons. Then what can prevent a | B:ven i
O a pO a e m;lch more serious famine this yearil %i:r \';"'“‘
with prodv "“"I 17.000.000 tons a| E!woou”
month be:,' * figure? Haynr;‘
T of Cars Idle Boisiors
Hundr housands of idle :
freigh r ding on sidet racks | ANDE
hecaus/ ‘ business for the! ‘;3:;"-‘"
railros R 's could be used
0 o S 5 B
a“:}g -’k"’ wdle thbc:a:; ::‘rf;':l’i
'*V\\ %era:o:re loaf- 1;:‘:"“ H
) v are wil- was
}?:g R\\( ! at 2'ork to do| hands, ;
bﬁca 1\ k to live. _
\ aay be holding| VOT7
hp.ck &' wages will be! PO?
reduc § ’ not going to be nance 1.7
redue | AmMuge®./
Ny T‘ s o et el
o e th:.(.w"fll mte.:.:‘cild electio
T e . m . = 1} nd winter t» | ghowra
We feel it our duty to the community to I'oday hundreds of mines are closed down it —— =
bring stress upon the fact that it is up to and hundreds of others are working only
every household to buy coal now. one or two days each week. If these mines
| o L _ . are held idle throughout the summer,
M}‘- Ellis Searles, Editor United Mine there will be no coal in reserve to meet the
“ (.)rkers Journal, SDEE{kS on facts of con- demand next fall. Then everyone will be
ditions as they now exist in the coal fields clamoring for coal, and fabulous prices
Of. !?merlca. The mines are producing will be offered---who will suffer? Yor, Mr.
millions of tons less per month than they Consumer!
produced a year ago. There was a serious
¥ .
coal shortage last year---what may we ex- If you are able to get coal, you will be
- pect daring 1921 if this continues. compelled to pay high prices.
Don’t delay buying your coal until next If vou buy now these mines will resume
fall, if vou do, thousahds of homes will be operation and with a steady production in
forced to suffer for the lack of fuel. the coal fields, a shortage will be averted.
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J. H. Menke
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