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PART ONE
The July which immediately suc-
ceeded my marriage was made mem-
orable by three cases of interest, in

which I had the privilege of being as-
sociated with Sherlock Holmes and
of studying his methods. 1 find them
recorded in my notes under the head-
ings of “The Adventure of the Second
Stain,” “The Adventure of the Naval
Treaty,” and “The Adventure of the
Tired Captain.” ' The first of these,
importance and implicates so many of
however, deals with interests of such
the first familles in the kingdom that
for many years it will be impossible
o make it public. No case, however,
in which Holmes was engaged has
ever illustrated the value of his analy-
tical methods so clearly or has im-
pressed those who were, associated
with him so deeply. 1 still retain an
almost verbatim report of the imter-
view in which he demonstrated the
true facts of the case to Monsieur Du-
bugue of the Paris police, and Fritz
von Waldbaum, the well-known spe-
cialist of Dantzig, both of whom had
wasted t®eir energies upon what
proved to be side-issues. The new
century will have to come, however,
.before the story can be safely told.
Meanwhile I pass on to the second on
my list, which promised also at ome
time to be of national importance, and
was marked by several incidents
which give it a quite unique character.

During my school days T had been
intimately assoclated with a lad
named Percy Phelps. who was of much
the same age as myself, thocugh he was
two classes ahead of me. He was a
very brilliant boy, and carried away
every prize which the school had to
offer, finishing his exploits by win-
ning a scholarship which sent him on
to continue his triumphant career at
Cambridge. He was, [ remember, ex-
tremely well connected, and even
when we were all little boys together
we knew that his mother's brother
was Lord Holdhurst, the great con-
servative politician. This gaudy re-
lationship did him little good at
school. On the contrary, it seemed
rather a piquant thing to us to chevy
him about the playground and hit him
over the shins with a wicket. But it
was another thing when he came out
into the world. 1 heard vaguely that
his ablilities and the influences which
he commanded had won him a good
position at the Foreign Office, and
then he passed completely out of my
mind until the following letter re-
called his existence:

“Briarbrae, Woking.

“My dear Watson—I have no doubt
that you can remember ‘Tadpole’
Phelps, who was in the fifth form
when you were in the third. It is
possible even that you may have
heard that through my uncle’'s influ-
ence I obtained a good appointment
at the Foreign Office, and that 1 was
in a situation of trust and honor until
a horrible misfortune came suddenly
to blast my career.

“There Is no use writing the details
of that dreadful event. In the event
of vour acceding to my request it is
probable that I shall have to narrate

them to you. 1 have only just recov-
Féred from nine weeks of brain-fever,
and am still exceedingly weak. Do
you think that you could bring your

friend Mr. Hoimes down to see me?
I should like to have his opinion of
the case, though the authorities assure
me that nothing more can be done.
Do try to bting him down, and as soon
as possible. Every minute seems an
bour while I live in this state of hor-
rible suspense. Assure him that if I
have not asked his advice sooner it
was not because I did not appreciate
his talents, but because 1 have been
off my head ever since the blow fell.
Now | am clear again, though I dare
not think of it too much for fear of a
relapse. 1 am still so weak that I
have to write, as you see, by dictating.
Do try to bring him.
“Your old school-fellow,
“PERCY PHELPS.”

There was something that touched
me as I read this letter, something
pitiable in the reiterated appeals to
bring Holmes. So moved was [ that
even had it been a difficult matter 1
should have tried it, but of course I
knew well that Holmes loved his art,
80 that he was ever as ready to bring
his aid as his client could be to receive
it. My wife agreed with me that not
a moment should be lost in laying the
matter before him, and so within an
hour of breakfast-time [ found myself
back once more in the old rooms in
Baker Street.

Holmes was seated at his side-table
clad in his dressing-gown, and work-
ing hard over a chemical investiga-
tion. A large curved retort was boil-
ing furiously in the bluish flame of a
Bunsen burner, and the distilled drops
were condensing into a two-litre mea-
sure. My friend hardly glanced up as
I entered, and I, seeing that his in-
vestigation must be of importance,
seated myself in an arm-chair and
waited. He dipped into this bottle or

“And yet the writing is of interest”
“But the writing is pot his own."
“Precisely. It is a woman's."

“A man's, surely,” I cried.

“No, a woman's, an® a woman of
rare character. You see, at the com-
mencement it is something to know
that your client is in close contact
with some one who, for good or evil,
has an exceptional nature. My inter-
est is already awakened in the cose.
If you are ready we will start at once
for Woking, and see the diplomatist
who is in such evil case, and the lady
to whom he dictates his letters.”

We were fortunate enough to catch
an early train at Waterloo, and in a
little under an hour we. found our
gelves among the firwoods and the
heather of Woking. Briarbrae proved
to be a large detached house standing
in extensive grounds within a few min-
utes’ walk of the station. On sending
in our cards we were shown into an
elegantly appointed drawing room,
where we were joined in a few min-
utes by a rather stout man who re-
ceived us with much hospitality. His
age may have been nearer forty than
thirty, but his cheeks were so ruddy
and his eyes so merry that he still
conveyed the imprezsion of a plump,
mischevious boy.

“l am so glad that you have come,”
said he, shaking our hands with effu
sion. *“Percy has been inquiring for
you all morning. Ah, poor old chap,
he clings to any straw! His father
and his mother asked me to see you,
for the mere mention of the subject
is very painful to them.”

“We have had no details vet,” ob-
served Holmes. | perceive that you
are not yourself a member of the
family.” -~

“Of course vou saw the J. H. mon-
ogram on my locket,"” said he. For a
moment I thought you had done some-
thing clever. Joseph Harrison is by
name, and as Percy is to marry my
sister Annie, I shall at least be a rela-
tive by marriage. You will find my
sister in his room, for she has nursed
him hand-and-foot thir two months
back. Perhaps we had better go in
at once, for 1 know how impatient he
is.”

The chamber in which we were
shown was on the same floor as the
drawing room. It was furnished part-

that, drawing out a few drops of each
iwi?h his glpss pipette, and finally
brought a test-tube containing a solu-|
ilion over to the table. In his right |
hand he held a slip of litmus-paper. |

“You come at a crisis, Watson,” aa.ldi

he. "II this paper remains blue, all:
Iis well. If it turns red, it means a|
man’'s life."" He dipped it into the

test tube and it flushed at once into a
dull, dirty erimson. “Hum! T thought
as much!™ he cried. “I will be at vour
service in an instant, Watson. You
will find tobacco in the Persian slip-
per.” He turned to his desk and serib-
bled off several telegrams, which were
handed over to the page-boy. Then he
threw himself down into the chair op-
posite, and drew up his knees until
his fingers clasped around his longz
thin shins.

“A very commonplace
der,” said he. “You've got something
better, 1 fancy. You are a stormy
petrel of erime, Watson. What is it?”

I handed him the letter which he
read with the most concentrated at-
tention.

! “It does not tell us very much,” dees
it?" he remarked, as he banded it
back to me.

l “Hardly anything."

little mur-

ly as a sitting room and partly as a
bedroom, with flowers arranged daint.
ily in every nook and corner. A youngy
man, very pale and worn, was lying
upon a sofa near the open window,
through which came the rich scent of
the garden and the balmy summer air.
A woman was sitting beside him, who
roge as we entered.

*“Shall I leave, Percy?” she asked.

He clutched her hand to detain her.
“How are you, Watson?'" said he, cor-
dially. *“I should never have known
you under that moustache, and I dare
say you would not be prepared to
swear to me. This I presume, is your
celebrated friend, Mr. Sherlock
Holmes?"

I introduced him in a few words and
we both sat down. The stout young
man had left us, but his sister still
remained with her hand in that of
the invalid. She was a striking-look-
ing woman, a little short and thick for
symmelry, but with a beautiful Olive
complexion, large, dark, Italian eyes,
and a wealth of deep black hair. Her
rich tints made the white face of her
companion the more haggard by the
contrast,

“l won't waste your time,” said he,

1

raising himself upon the sofa. “TI'l!
plunge into the matter without further
preamble. I was a happy and success-
bul man, Mr. Holmes, and on the eve
of being married, when a sudden and
dreadful misfortune wrecked all my
prospects in life.

“] was, as Watson may have told
vou, in the Foreign Office, and through
the influence of my uncle, Lord Hold-
hurst, I rose rapidly to a responsible
position. When my uncle became for-
eign minister in this administration,
he gave me several missions of trust,
and as I always brought them to a
successful conclusion, he came at last
to have the utmost confidence in my

ability and tact. @

“Nearly ten weeks ago—to be more
accurate, gn the 23rd day of May—
he called me into his private rooms,
and after complimenting me on the
good work which I had done, he in-
formed me that he had a new commis-
sion of trust for me to execute.

“*“This,’ said he, taking a gray roll
of paper from his bureau, ‘is the origi-
nal secret treaty between England and
Italy, of which I regret to say, some
rumors have already got into the pub.
lic press. It is of enormous import-
ande that nothing further should leak
out. The French or the Russian em-
bassy would pay an immense sum to
learn the contents of these papers.
They shodld not leave my bureau
were it not absolutely necessary to
have them copied. You have a desk
in your office?

** Yes, sir.

“*‘Then take the teraty and lock it
up there. 1 shall give directions that
you may remain behind when the
others go, so that you may copy it a!
yvour leisure without fear of being
overlooked. When you have finished.
relock both the original and the draft
in the desk, and hand them over to
me personally tomorrow morning.’

“I took the papers, and—"

“Excuse me an instant.” sald
Holmes. “Were vou alone during this
conversation?"”

“In a large room?"”

“Thirty feet each way.”

“And speaking low?"”

“My uncle's voice is always remark-
ably low. 1 hardly spoke at all.”

“Thank you,” said Holmes, shutting
his eyes. “Pray go on.”

“l did exactly what he indicated.
and waited until the other clerks had
departed. One of them in my room.
Charles Gorot, had some arrears of
work to make up, so 1 left him there
and went out to dine. When I return-
ed he was gone. | was anvious to
hurry my work, for I knew that Jos-
eph—the Mr. Harrison whom you saw
just now—was in town, and that he
would travel down to Woking by the
eleven o'clock train, and I wanted, if
possible, to catch it."”

‘To be continued.

The beginning of the American pub-
lic school was in Massachusetts in
1635. Philemon Purmont was the
first schoolmaster,

| Indiana Brevities
——
NOBLESVILLE—The Baker fl.n:l

ilies in the central part of the state
are illing claims. with the Girard
Trust company of Philadelphia, in an
effort to claim shares in the $8,000,000
estate left by Col. Jacob Baker, a stafl
of George Washington.

KOKOMO—For years Mr. and Mrs.
Bilas Cloud, prominent Salvation
Army workers, prayed for a baby.
Last night the door bell rang. In-
vestigation disclosed a blue-eyed baby
boy, about three weeks old. Police
were called, but no clue was found
a8 :o the identity of the child's pa-
rents.
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| Ohio News Flashes |
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SPRINGFIELD—By drilling a hole
through the brick wall, Corbett Dean,

held for carryving concealed weapons,
and H. B. Hood, charged with em-
bezzlement, made their escape from
the county jail early Sunday. They
were on the third floor and used
sheets from their cots as & rope to
the ground.

DAYTON—The resignation of Dr. A,
| E. Baker, of the Dayton State Hos-
pital, has been in the hands of tha
state authorities for several days, it
is understood, but no action has been
taken. Failure to appropriate monev
for the improvements in the institu-
tions which he declares are necessary
is said to be the cause of his resigna-
tion. ;

CINCINNATI — Approximately 100
men, including machinists and other
mechanics are to return to work at the
B. and O. railroad shops at Ivorydale
Monday morning according’ to bulle-
tins posted in the shops.

HEART PROBLEM

(Continued from Page Five)

to keep father out of it, and make
it an affajr of my own.
DISTRESSED.
Of course, if you do not love the

young man, it would not be advisable
to marry him under any circumstan-
ces whatsoever, You want to be sure,
however, that you objections to him
are not 'superficial. It has been de-
monstrated that few marriages that
are made without love are truly hap-
py. Why don't you have a heart to
heart talk with your father, and teli
bim frankly just how you feel, point-
ing out that the marriage may only
lead to the divorce courts, and that
both you and the young man will be
made unhappy if yéu are forced to
marry bhim against yvour will. The
young man himself probably would
not want to marry you' if he knew
that you did mot love him. If he has
not proposed to you there is a possi-
bility that he himself «does not want
to marry ybu.

SERVICES CONTINDE . = ...

_ FOR QVER 130 YEARS

(By Associated Préss) « ¥

more. than 130 years, the same aervioe
has been continuous gt the First Pres-
brterian Church, built’ at Fourth ,&l
Main Streets in 1790. The first chisrch
was a log strueture,  to which the
rresent edifice bears no ressmblance,
vet the only change made in the near-
1y century and a half, has been in the
structure.

The first members of the old church
sat on log berrches, with rifies in their
hands, said an announcement regard-
ing the church's Easter services.

FIRE DAMAGES BANK.
PETERSBURG, Ind, April 4.—Fire
that started in the basement of the
Citizens State bank building for a time
threatened the destruciion of the build-
ing. The lamage to bank building is

Because of their inability to write
correct English, the business men of
thisa country lose $20,000,000 every

about $1,000, covered by insurance.
{'The office of Dr. Ben Osbome Wwas
|damaged to the extent of $200 br
smoke and waler.

JUST AS YOU NEED IT,
ON YOUR FAVO

PRICE DROPS
RITE REMEDY, DRECO

| Right at the time everyone wants to

Right when it is most needed is the
time that your old
Dreco drops back to “before the war”
price. Thousands take a good blood
purifier and system cleanser at this
seoson of the year who never ftake
medicine at any other time. Therefore

this announcement will be hailed with
delight as Dreco is now economical
enough for every member of the family
to take a full treatment.

Dreco is the medicine of which Mr.
Howard Aiken, a prosperous farmer
said: “My stomach has been in such
bad condition, I couldn't bear to smell
food cooking. My liver was lazy, al-
{lowing excess bile to go through the
system instead of throwing it off,
which made my head swim and 1 felt
like I was going to fall. My bowels

favorite remedy \

were clogged up and I had to be con-|

take a good medicine to clear out the

| blood and build up the system, Dreco goes back te
“before the war price”

|tinually taking sometbhing to move

| "I have taken two bottles of Dreco
| and there is & great change in my con-
| dition. T don't avoid the kitchen and |
am always hungry and enjoy every
! mouthful 1 eat and nothing seems to
'hurt me. My bowels move regular as
|clock work; 1 have no more dizzv
'spells and am better in every way.”
| Dreco has proven an ideal tonic for
| elderly persons, also weak. sickly
| people and children. It buailds them
| up, creates a healthy appetite; induces
sound, refreshing sleep; keeps the
bPowels moving: the kidneys active and
clears the bile from the liver. Dreco
is pleasant to take and the action is
| prompt, pleasant and efficient.

Dreco is being specially introduced
| by Thistlethwaite’'s Drug Stores in
Richmond and s=old by all druggists.
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for Children’s wear.

At

“F.asslers” make your car complete!

WI—IEN you equip your Ford car with Hassler
Shock Absorbers you add the final touch to
make it as enjoyable as it is satisfactory. The principal
difference between the smeall and the big car is in the
comfort. With Hasslers you have luxurious comfort.
Also you have protection for the car against bumps and
vibrations. Your Ford with Hasslers will last a third
longer. And you’ll also save a third of your tire and up-

keep expense,

If you are not able to find a dealer who will supply

you write us direct and we
cared for promptly.

will see that your order is

ROBERT H. HASSLER, Inec.
INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA
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GINGHAMS HHf

for House Dresses, Dresses and
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Plaids, stripes and plain col-
ors—Gingham Week........
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; Gingham

27-inch

25¢ 29¢ 35¢
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Dress Ginghams

32-inch Lorranie

Faney Checks and Plaids—

X

Everett Classie

15¢ |

Gingham
69¢

Fancy Checks, plaids and
plain colors—

Week. i veie sosvs

The Store That Underselis

: TIES

See our new line of Spring Ties

LICHTENFELS

1010 Main St.

1§ Coughs are of various kinds. Wheth-
‘§er it is a bronchial, laryngeal, or
{$ lung cough, remave the cause by
! adjustments. See me now.
CHIROPRACTOR
G. C. Wilcoxen, D. C.
Phone 1603 35 8. 11th 8t

;_mﬂ
See Our Line of Wicker
Furniture

Holthouse Furniture Store

530 Main St.

If you do not have the money to
pay cash, come in and let us ex-
plain our Divided Payment Plan.

WHEN STORE

712 Main

Satisfaction Guaranteed or Money
Refunded

Men’s Original B. V. D. Union }
Suits . $1.39

Rapp’s Cut Price Co.

~ 525-529 Main St. b

LADIES’ COATS
{ UNION STORE

Wonderful Values .

? 830 Main. Generous Credit

The Bank of Real S

i

Accounts .

Second Nati

We Solicit Even the Smaliest . 3-




