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FARMER 1S FACTOR
IN COMING SESSIONS
AT NATIONS CAPITAL

By WILLIAM R. SANBORN.
If too many cooks, and too much

seasoning spoil the broth, the men who
are to mix up farm legislation potions
at Washington and elsewhere, are in
danger of over-cooking a vast logis
lative mixture, this winter. We can
cafely assume that every agricultural
state holding a legislative sessfon, wiil
also tiy to solve some of their local
farm preblems, by law, framed in the
interest of the man of the soil.

There is a natural fear that the ex-
perience of farmers with the sudden

Great Britain's dominance in shipping
—but gince, as an incident of the war,
we installed a huge shipbuilding plant
and became the owner of what was for
us an unprecedented quantity of ton-
nage, we have come to be ambitious
in this field, and if the aggregate mind
of our business world were distilled,
it would probably be found that, con-
sciously or unconsciously, we now
have a national ambition to contest
Great Britain's dominance in shipping.

At this point comes the significance
of the Mesopotamian incident; coal as
a fuel for ships is passing, and petrol-
eum, because of its vastly greater

pears destined to take its place
Knowledge of this fact will enable
any one to see the very great necos-
sity lyving upon Great Britain to own
or control oil supplies adequate to her
dominance in shipping.

So long as coal was the fuel, she

economy in labor and otherwise, ﬂpq
| it

owned abundani supplies on her home
island; but if oil is to be the fuel,
she must have her supplies wherever
she can acquire them. This, it may
be taken for granted, explains her con.
cern about the Mesopotamian fields.
and, to a degree, our new ambition
to compete with her in shipping ex-
plains our concern that the Mesopo-
tamian oil shall be open to all owners
equally. .
Tolls Act Looms Up.

The third incident bearing on the

same general situation is the emerg-
ence of discusgion of the Panama tolls
act.
If we are to be a shipping nation.
felt that we should give our
| coastwige ships the bonefit of the fect
that we built and own the Panama
{ canal.

Il we are to achieve a position in
shipping and foreign trade comparable
to that which Great Britain has had
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for many gonerations, we can only do
it through time, patience and the
building up of the reputation for com
mercial skill and integrity that makes
Great Britain's prestige in every part
of Asia and Africa. We shall have fo
work hard and compete fairly. but
probably we will not continue in our
easv going acceptapce of advantages
which Great Britain was permitted to
hold by default go long as shipping
was no great concern of ours.
Important History.

There is not space here to cover
further incidents that have lately
emerged bearing on this subject.
Neither let it be said, is there space
here to give adequate treatment either
to the whole condition or to any one
of these incidents.
en for granted, with much confidence,
that what is here touched upon is one
of the most important things happen-

]

But it may be tak-,

If the assumption is correct, It will
be a subject for poets and historians
for generations 1o come. If the as-
sumption is correct, we are witnessing
and participating in one of those greal
incidents of world history which oec-
cur only once in several centuries.

Great Britain won her dominance
from Hollapd, Holland in turn, won i*
from Spain, which had it at the time
she provided the ships that discovered
America, and began the colonization
of the American continent.
took it from Portugal, Portugal from
the Hanseatic league, and so on back
to Carthage and Tyre.

(Copyright 1920 by the New Yorh
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ing in the contemporary world. the signature of E. W. Grove. 30c. ;'

deflation of prices may react upon
production. It may seriously cut food
production next yvear, which would not
only be an Amcrican, but a world ca
lamity to the great body of consumers,
although of benefit to food producers
in other countries,

Here is a set to be proud of. Easy terms.
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£500,000,000 of German property, still
held by the government, as security.
Adequate Farm Credits.

The tentative program to come be-
fore congress includes providing ade-
quate form credits to obviate the nced
for dumping farm crops on the market
at a loss.

Full authority for nation-wide co-op-
erative marketing. This is provided
for In the Capper-Hersman bill.

Strenethening and broadening of the
farm loan system. l

Protection for wool growers, and
tariff enactment and revision :-uvering‘
our agriculture, as necded,

“Farmers should be afforded all thp[
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credit facilities through long and =
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We are prepared to do all kinds of

Machine Work and |
Automobile Repairing

RICHMOND
AIR COMPRESSOR CO.

Cor. N. W. First and Rallroad Sts.
Phone 3152

Phone 1655 i

ALTERMAN’ i

27 N. Bth St.
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