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Work or Starve

The eonviction is gradually becoming fixed in

:-'-

e minds of Americans that if continued strikes
nd lockouts cut down production much more thisi
ountry is going to face hard days. We are all|
nclining more to the belief that if we do not work
ow while we have the opportunity, our disin-
lination to work may produce a situation in

which there will be no work.

The era of restlessness through which we are
passing has had one noticeable effect in the last'
few weeks. The sober minded, clear thinking|
Americans are béginning to understand that in-|
terruption of our industrial system is forcing|
prices higher and higher, and that the only way |
to bring about a reduction in the cost of living|
is by speeding up the wheels of production. |

It has taken the American people some time
1o see this fact, but its importance is beg’inning\
to influence decisions now. The cessation of
work in one industry affects all of them. If the
coal miners, to use an example, quit working or
will work only part of the time, there will be no|
coal for the railroads, shops and homes. If the'
roads and shops have no coal, they will close
down, throwing their c¢mployes out of work., Or,
if the railroad men strike, transportation ceases,
and shops are forced to close because raw ma-
terial cannot be obtained and the finished product
cannot be delivered.

Or take an other instance. Suppose the farm-|
crs should decide to go on a strike for three weeks
during spring or fall. What would be the result?
The whole country would starve, for cessation of
work in that industry during the thres weeks of
sowing in spring and the harvesting in fall, would
entail absolute crop failure. |

We cannot escape the fact that all classes in|
this country are dependent upon each other. The]
worker, for instance, cannot exist without the;
farmer, and the latter must have the services of |
the former.

All efforts of one class to obtain absolute con-|
trol for the selfish advancemernt of its interests?
to the detriment of others are foolish. The ini-}
auity of class or group control is beginning to be
:een by the American worker. At first he hailed
it as a cure for all induastrial diseases. Today he
is learning that no one class can exalt itself at
the expense of others. The British railmen have
just been taught a salutory lesson. They believed'
the whole countrv—industrial workers, clerks,
merchants, capitalists—wvere at their mercy. But|
the country as a whole rose against the effort of
a group to rule, and the strike was defeated.

Group control will never appeal to the Ameri-
can people. No set of American workers is going
to permit another set to dictate rates and service, |
knowing that it is done out of a selfish spirit to|
promote group benefits. The majority of Ameri

ng to pay for the purcha

A

b

.40|

can workers are not go

of the railroads and then hand them over to the|
railroad workers to operate for their own ad-|
vantage and benefit. Neither is the majority of
American workers going to support a plan to buy
the mines out of the public funds to let the miners |
operate them for their own benefit. :

]
Intelligent and thinking Americans believe |

ferences between capital and labor
to anarchistie
Capital has learned that labor is en-
' Honest and right-

that the dif
be
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titled

can colved without recourse
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to justice and fair play.

cous Of

employers

| running for office.”

| hour of idleness, every effort to decrease produc-

tion {3 aggravating an acute situation, for which
in the end all of us will have to pay.

Ex-Soldiers Speak Out

The soldier journalists who edited The Stars
and Stripes in France getting out a
weekly periodical in New York, which they call

are now

The Home Sector. It will be interesting to watch

this paper, because it will doubtless proceed with
a great deal of promptness, now that all re-
straints are off, to tell us some of the doughboys'’
grievances, These could only be hinted at in
The Stars and Stripes.

The feature of the first issue was a long and
able resume of the case against “Hard-boiled”
Smith, and other persecutors of men held in
prison camps. Apparently the great majority of
the offenders were charged with being “absent
without leave,” and the seriousness of their cases
ranged in degree from t{ruancy to desertion. The
soldier-writer voices the opinion of the A. E. F.

'that Smith and his superiors were guilty of cold-

blooded cruelty in their treatment of* prisoners.

Another number of The Home Sector features
an article which emphasizes again the charge
that by good publicity methods the two regi-
ments of marines in the second division got more
than their share of the glory for stopping the
Germans at Chateau-Thierry. There were as
many regular infantryvmen as marines in this
campaign, and very sore indeed are all the dough-
boys over the slight public notice which they re-
2eived.

Another article intimates that the govern-
ment is not active and interested enough in tak-
ing care of men who lost arms or legs in the war.
Applications for admission to vocational classes
do not receive prompt attention, we are told.

Then the boys assigned to the Paris sector
are very sore over being obliged to wear shoulder
insignia, (the French fleur de lvs) showing their
connection with troops in the capital. It was well
enough to go to Paris on leave, but men out in
the muddy, ruined villages were ant to scoff at
soldiers in the Paris sector. An article tells how
the lads in Paris wore raincoats wherever pos-
sible, in order to hide the hated fleur de lys. They
didn’t like this insignia, we read, because of the
fact that it was branded on the laft shoulder of
a lady of easy virtue in Dumas' story, “The
Three Muskateers.”

A quip on the joke page gives us a sidelight
on the chances of a soldier in politics to secure
the soldier vote. *“T see Lieutenant So-and-so is
one ex-doughboyv.
inquires his friend, “a

sSays
QI

“What's he running for?
captainey 2"
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THEIR VACATION

From the Wiseonsin State Journal.
Two prominenet merchants,
| went

a doctor, and a lawver,
in the Canadian woods.
VWhat do you suppose they toox with them in addition to
Two

And they read them out loud.

One of the merchants, 55 vears of age, apparently en-

tazether way up

the usual camping paraphernalia? hooks. Twao

dime novels
joved the books as much as the {hs

No, these men weren't
atics.

manness

lzwyer in his early

freaks or “lowbrows” or {an-
Just human beings, and nothing proves their
the incident. They )
¥y from civilization. A copy of
Shakespeare would have kept them too close to what
thev wizhed to avoid. The 10 cent novels nappealed to the
savage part of their nature that took them into the woods
for rest and recreation.

We're all savage, with only a thin coat of the varnish
| of culture hiding it.

hu-

abiove want

more than
the woods to get

awn

|
manitarian standard in dealing with their em-

ployes, the result being that prejudice and dis-
trust, entertained by both sides, is disappearing
as both begin to realize that they have a common
cause at stake. One can hardly read an issue of
a magazine these days without finding an article
that shows how intelligent capitalists and work-
ers are solving their problems hand in hand, and
with mutual satisfaction and profit to them-
selves.

Out of this new spirit will emerge the final
solution of the problem. It will not come through
strikes and the reduction in the quantity of our
manufactured output. The world never needed
commodities so badly as it does today. Every
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