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- LEAGUE VANQUISHED BY IDEA OF
TRIPLE ALLIANCE, SAYS SIMONDS

By FRANK H. SIMONDS
(Coprright, 1919, by The McClure News-
paper Syndirate)

The proverblal visitor from Mars
would not find himself more perplexed
or confused than the American return-
ing home to his own country after six
months spent In the Atmosphere of
Europe and {n immediate contact with
the facts of the peace conference. At
home a mighty controversy is plainly
raging over the provieional settle-
ments and permanent unsettlements
of the Paris conference. So far the
situation is identical with that in the
French capital, but while in France the
argument céentars about one set of cir-
cumstances, in America the things de-
bated are totally different. In a word,
the peace discussion in the two hemis-
pheres is about wholly dissimilar ques-
tions carried on in an utterly dissimi-
lar fashion.

And at the outset of any examina-
tion of this difference it i3 essential to
note the primary fact. In the United
States debate still centers about the
lL.eague of Nations; in Europe—out-
side the circle of Americans closely
associated with the president— the
league of nations has ceased to occu-
py attention, provoke discussion—to
put it quite bluntly, it has ceased to
exlst. Instead, the thing considered
is the future association of France,
Great Britain and the United States,
in an alllance which will perpetuate
the present association in Paris and
preserve world order and peace,

There is another fact that is equal-
ly¥ necessary to emphasize and that
is that there never was save for one
brief emotional moment coinciding
with the president’'s arrival in Europe
on his first trip, any real bellef in the
I.eague of Nations in Europe. During
that moment masses of people sudden-
ly relleved from the immediate agon-
jes of the conflict, still broken with
their suffering, looked to the president
as 2 man from another world come to
perform miracles, transform empires,
abolish age-long rivalries. In the re-
action from the horror of the war men
and women turned with a strange
moving of utterly transitory faith to
the president of the United States.

Confllct from First.

But this moment passed almost In-
stantly. If the BEritish, French and
Italian people were for a moment
transported out of themselves, they
quite as suddenly returned to their
normal condition. 1f the British people
desired permanent peace they did not
in the least subseribe to the idea that
they themselves and not the Germans
should pay for the war, for the wan-
ton destruction on land and sea. The
English people were not willing that
the Germans should re-establish them-
selves in their old colonies along the
British waterways—that German ships
should replace British ships sunk by
submarines.

As for the French people, they knew
that the sole hope of French solvency
lay in compelling the Germans to re-
pay for devastation and they first de-
manded that military protection
should be gained with victory. Italy,
in the same fashlon, resolved to build
her future along the Adriatic. Europe

was from the outset resolved upon an
European settlement. Only America. |
with small losses set off by enormous |
economic gains, would ever think of a
peace af conciliation.

And so from the very outset an
American and an European idea wer:
in conflict. President Wilson cams
to Europe to promote a peace of con-
ciliation, based upon his Fourteen
Points, and to be perpetuated by his |
League of Nations, which was to make
war Impossible in the future. Europe
—the Allies—were equally resolved up-
on & peace which should so far as
it was humanly possible repair their
losses and heal their gaping wounds.
If America’s idealistic experiment
was possible, alike in view of our his-
tory and our contemporary condition,
for Europe it was impossible alike be-
cause of traditions and immediate cir-
cumstances.

But given the essential facts, the
diplomacy of the great powers, Britain,
France and Italy, dealt with the Amer-
can proposal in totally different fash-
fons, particularly at the outset. The
British on their part, with supreme
good sense, elected not to oppose Mr.
Wilson, but to associate themselves
with a proposal recognized by most
of them to be decidedly unpractical.
and gain thereby the incalculable ad-
vantage of new and closer friendship
with the United States. The French,
honestly but moderately, proclaimed
their lack of faith in the Wilsoaian
Doctrine, while the Italians stood
eooly aside, insisting at all times upon
such national benefits as they had
material claims upon.

Harmony With Eritish.

The result was inevitable. In the
briefest time the British and Ameri-
can representatives in Paris were
working in closest harmony. Cecil,
Smuts and half a dozen other British
and Colonial representatives were
framing the covenant of the League
of Nation, while between the French
and American representatives there
was in oxistence and between the ltal-
jan and American representatives
there was growing up an estrange-
ment which shortly endangered the
peace of the world.

Now in all this situation which re-
sulted in the greatest diplomatic tri-
umph in all British history, it is very
hard to separate accident from de-
sign. I do not believe it is true as is
frequently urged that the British un-
dertook to receive or manipulate the
President and the American repre-
sentatives. They did not believe in
the league of nation any more than
the French, but they saw, what the
French failed to see, that friendly and
sympathetic association with the Pres-
ident promised to pave the way to
something eminently desirable, name-
1y, a permanent Anglo-American alli-
ance, in fact if not on paper.

They saw with equal clarity two
other things: they saw that there was
very real likelihood that championship
ot the President’s ideas would re-
move the possibility of a clash over

g Impues. @8 e freedom of the
geas and the possession of the Ger-
man colonies: Henry IV once said of
his change of religion that “France
was worth & mass,” and British states-
manship with equal vislon recognized
that American friendship, accepting
the President as representative of
America, was ‘worth any amount of
sympathy and aid to the President in
_furthering a plan, which, whether
practical or not, was without peril to

ceriain elements in the British popu-
lation.

The other thing the British saw with
the greatest clearness, was that the
war had changed the position of Amer-
ica. Britain, victorious though she
was, had been crippled financially and
economically; recovery if certain
would be slow; America was a poten-
tial rival certain to occupy something
of Britain’s position in the world for
some time to come, certain to be the
strongest single power on earth for
many decades. Therefore, to quarrel
with America would be fatal and to
quarrel over the league of nations
mere fatuity. /

Desire U. 8. Friendship.

At this point it is necessary to add
one more thing. If British policy
clearly pointed in one direction, there
is no less unmistakable evidence that
the desire of many Englishmen with-
out regard to national questions was
for a new basis of Anglo-American
relations. If there was caleulation in
British policy, there was not less cer-
tainly, epontaneocus and widespread
anxiety to establish newer and firmer
friendship between the two English-
speaking peoples. In gum, I am anx-
ions to make clear that the British
statesmen did not merely conspire to
use Mr. Wilson's ideallsm; they and
their fellow countrymen came to Paris
or stayed at home equally resolved to
promote the cause of Anglo-American
friendship.

‘British statesmen, however, eaw
clearly that the league of nations idea
could not succeed. They recognized
that no peace of concillation was pos-
sible, because they knew their Europe
—they knew their own people, the
French people, and the Italian people
would never consent to permit Ger-
many to escape form the war un-
scathe to resume the old attacks while
the nations attacked by Germany were
left ruined and bankrupt. What they
expected was that as the league of
nation project became more and more
potently illusive, Anglo-American as-
sociation extended to include France,
would become more and more power-
ful, until the three nations, acting
together, dominated, first the peace
conference, and later the world,
through the medium of a real interest
if not of solved covenants. The league
of nations thus from the very outset
meant for the British an Anglo-French
American alliance.

The French on their part began
very boldly. Like George Washine-
ton, M, Clemenceaun was incapable of
telling a lie, and unlike a wise diplo-
mat he had to blurt out the truth—
the result was, as | have said, instant
estrangement between France and the
United States, as represented by Mr.
Wilson, and a very unfortunate period
of disappointment. Frenchmen would
not and could not believe in the league
of nations, with the memory of old
and recent German invasions and de-
vastations in their minds. Moreover
they knew—and it gave them furious
rage—that their allies across the
channel did not believe in the League

of Nations, and they felt they were

being abandoned by their British

friends, whereas in the main they

were the victims of their own logic.
French Antagonistic.

At a certain moment, this situation
was acute for the French saw the
British with Mr. Wilson’s cconsent
acquiring all the German colonies, the
German fleets, Turkish provinces,
while their far \mre modest demands
such as the claim upon the Saar coal
basin were denied by Mr. Wilson, and
their Syrian aspirations, at least as
legitimate as British pretensions in
Mesopotamia, violently opposed by
American and British statesmen. This
was the gituation in the first stage of
the peace conference. In this period
Mr. Wilson, with British help, framed
the covenant of the League of Nations,
with British aid excluded French
amendments designed to give France
gecurity, and Japanese changes draft-
ed to remove the stizma of race In-
feriority. Then Mr. Wilson returned
to the United States. So far the
League of Nations had been the cen-
ter of European as well as American
discussion, but at this precise mo-
ment the whole situation changed.

With the President’'s departure, the
peace conference turned from the
League of Nations to the material
problems, territorial and economic.
And at this point British policy neces-
sarily changed. For Britain, like
France and Italy, had material inter-
ests involved. Like France and Italy
she had economic and financial claims.
Moreover, she had secret treaties
alike with France, Japan and Italy,
which bound her to support her al—|
lies” claims and even when these
claims conflictew with the Fourteen!
Points and insured the impossibility of
making a peace of conciliation.

As a consequence, when Mr. Wilson
returned he found himself in the
presence of Europe. Europe had giv-
en him his League of Nations; it was
prepared to give him such amend-
ments as the political situation in
American demanded; but in return it
now asked of him his assent to the
material and practical conditions
which had taken shape in his absence.
Above all, they demanded that he
should subscribe to the European idea
of German responsibility on the finan-
cial side and to the provisions made
in the secret treaties.

Wilson Faces Crisis.

But these European demands, legiti-
mate, justified approval, since if they
were not satisfied France was ruined,
Britain gravely wounded, Italy left
with her own mnationalities unsatis-
fied and abolished, all hope of peace
of conciliation. Germany, after these
terms had been imposed, was bound to
be crippled, sullen, resentful. She
was bound to plan new wars and har-
bor all old resentments. While the
Jugo Slavs, the Greeks and the Chi-
nese were equally certain to resist the
decisions of the peace conference.

In this situation, Mr. Wilson had to
choose; he might retire from the
peace conference, he might retire from
the peace conference, he might re-
main rigidly faithful to his Fourteen
Points and his dream of a peace of
conciliation. But retirement meant
in addition political difficulties at
home which require no emphasis.
That he debated doing this—his sud-
den call for the George Washington
clearly indicates. That he found the
threat of going was alone unavailable,

the sequence of events clearly demon-
strated.

Mr. Wilson then faced the great
crisis. To go meant the ruin of the
League of Natlons, the success at
home of his political enemies, the
confusion of the Allied cause. But to
stay meant to consent to an European
peace, to accept terms out of accord
with his program, of a peace of con-
ciliation—it meant to lose the com-
manding role in the peace conference.

Fight is Continued.

The President’'s decision was to
stay. He believed, he was convinced,
that if a League of Nations were once
established, set in motion, all else
would in the end resolve itself. Mean-
time, he would try, and he did try, to
abtain such modifications of Allied
claims as were possible. He contin-
ued to fight, notably in the case of
Fiume, for at least a semblance of his
program, of his Fourteen Points.

Nevertheless in the very nature of
things the league of nations idea dis-
appeared. The settlement with Ger-
many, territorially as. well as polit-
ically, based on justice in the main,
insured permanent German futility,
and France demanded and obtained
the president’s endorsement of a guar-
antee against Germany, which amount-
ed in fact to a new Anglo-French-
American alllance.

After this, there was no more Eu-
ropean concern for the league of na-
tions.
seen as the big possibility of the
league of nations in faet, what the
French had tardily recognized &s the
maximum of possibility, was now ar-
rived—namely an alllance with the
United States. Moreover, this alli-
ance was a fact in Paris and domin-
ated the peace conference.

Small Powers Struggle

Exactly in the same way the smaller
powers recognized the fact; thev too
with their claims laid aside all hope
or expectation of a league of nations
and began to struggle for the mate-
rial facts openly. Poland and Czecho-
Slovakia, Serbia and Rumania, Hun-
gary and Czecho-Slovakia, Serbia and
Italy, Poland and Ukrania, Rumania
and Bulgaria, Bulgaria and Serbia,
turned from the thought of peaceful
settlement to the preparation for con-
flict. When I left Paris on May 31,
not less than eighteen wars were in
progress in Europe alone.

In a word, in the presence of na-
tional aspirations and dreams in east-
ern and in southern Europe, in the
face of imperious material necessities
in western Europe, the whole concep-
tion of a peace of conciliation, of a
league of nations to perpetuate an
amicable solutiop, Mr. Wilson's con-
ception broke down and disappeared.

There was left only one thing—the
Anglo-French-American association. It
would not insure peace in Russia or
in central and southern Europe, since
it was unwilling to send troops; it
could mnot prevent conflicts between
rival races; it could not, because of
the material facts concerning Britain,
Frane, Italy and Japan, make any but
a victor's peace with Germany, and
once it had agreed upon its terms and
served them upon Germany, it was
plain that most of the dreams express-
ed in the league of nations were in-
capable of realization.

Solution Breaks Down

To sum up: Mr. Wilson came to
Europe with an American plan for
solving European problems. But once
the solution was applied to the facis

What the British has always|

it broke down. Mr. Wilson's princi-
ples for which he fought earnestly,
were put into the league of nations
covenant and the European nations
solemnly accepted the covenanti, but
having done this they proceeded to
frame their peace on the basis of
facts, financial, economical and terri-
torial.

They could not do otherwise, for
any other course meant ruin for their
countries and victory for Germany.
But once this was done there emerged
not & peace conciliation, but a tmeaty
which put Germany for fifteen years
literally in the hands of her conquer-
ors, and compelled her to work under
their direction to repay the sums she
had cost them through her attacks.
But to do this meant to transform the
League of Nations into an alliance
whose main business was to keep Ger-
many in hand until the account was
settled, after an indefinite number of
years.

This briefly is the story of the col-
lapse in Europe of the League of Na-

dorsed Mr. Wilson's ideals, applied its;
own principles, it made a European
peace, the best and most just Euro-.
pean peace in history, I believe, but'
something utterly removed from Mr.'
Wilson's idea of a peace of concilia-!
tion and literally a peace only to be
enforced by the continued applicalion
of actual force.
Disbelief in League.

Moreover, the nations, large s.ndr
small, whose aspirations, frequently|
legitimate, were not realized, declined |
to accept the decisions of the peace
conference, and either resorted to
arms or bided their time with the
intention of ultimately appealing to
arms. And in this situation the League
of Nations disappeared from calcula-
tions, from the serious discussions of
Paris, save in American circles; where-

to have continued to occupy American
attention almost to the exclusion of
all else. In Paris I talked with scores
and scores of repregentatives of big
and little nations, but never one did I
meet who actually believed in the
League of Nations as the fact or the
poesibility it still seems to many
Americans. What they all
about was the Anglo-French-American
alliance, which as I said at the be-
ginning was the reality. British states.
men from the beginning saw behind
the League of Nations idea and the
French statesmen presently perceived.

Europe does not believe in the
League of Nations. It has accepted
the covenant because America, through
Mr. Wilson, asked for it. To Europe
it is America's share in the spoils of
victory, just as the German colonies
fall to Britain and Alsace-Lorraine to
France. We might have had territory
and money if we had asked for them;
our right to claim both was never
challenged. Indeed, Europe is anxious
to have us take certain territories in
Asia Minor. But the thing I am trying
i to say is that Europe adopted the cov-
! enant of the League of Nations not
| because it believed in the idea, but
because it recognized that America,
who had associated with the allies in
the victory, asked for such a covenant.
It proved its lack of faith in the idea
by proceeding thereafter to make
peace on a European basis without
regard to the ideas of the lL.eague of
Nations and thus completely elimin-
ated the League of Nations as an ac-
tual living fact

—

A Splendid Vein of Coal

Bituminous coal in its lowest form may be
seen 1n a2 smouldering fire of peat.

In 1ts highest form it is found in a bright,
hot fire of
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ituminous Coals

In this splendid vein of coal, Dame Nature has achieved the
best results of her wonderful chemistry.

It begins to burn with a long, clear flame; burns slowly to a
: bed of almost white-hot coals, and then is reduced to a thin
white ash, free of clinkers.
There is little smoke in the process if the fire is given enough air.

It is the best bituminous coal for both domestic and manu-
And its price is attractive.

SERVICE

If your coal is not right, or your
contract iz not kept to the let-
ter, write us.
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British interests and had an appeal to

tions, as a fact, Europe having in-.

But Europe would not have adopted
the covenant of the League of Nations
had not British statesmanship seen
in it the first step toward Anglo-
American alliance, with ultimate
French participation. And today this
alliance is all that is left in Europe,
allies and enemies alike, of the League
of Nations principle. It is the fact
which has survived the melting pot of
the peace negotiations. But to end
where I began, this is something total-
ly different from the view which
seems to prevail in America to the
amazement of the returning exile.

BERODBECK TO HARVARD

OXFORD, O, June 21.—Alfred
Brodbeck, physical director of Miami
university, has been engaged to teach
athletics in the summer school of Har-
vard university, Cambridge, Mass.
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Have You Tried
Us Yet?

[f you haven’t you don’t know where

as to the returning American it seems !
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35-37 South Sixth Street

ceal auto repairing is to be had at a
very reasonable figure. Equipped to
do any job you may have. Our shop

is located out of the high rents—you
share that benefit.

Miller Bros. Garage

Phone 1278

Service
Satisfaction

is enjoyed by patrons of
Wilson, Satisfaction that
comes from the first-
hand knowledge that
every suit sent out by
this house must be O. K.
in every respect in order
to come up to our slogan
] of “When it’s done by
'| Wilson it’s done right”.
| Why not be a wearer of
our quality clothes? It
pays in the long run.

We’ve been awfully busy
in the dry cleaning de-
partment. That is proof
of just one thing and
that is—customer satis-
faction. Add your name
to our customer list and
you’ll have no regrets.

(Cleaning, Pressing
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Wilson

Gleaner - Tailor

1018 Main
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