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DOCTOR RUMELY—SUPERMAN

Amazing Story of the Life of an American Who Placed German
Institutions Above the Traditions of His Native ar)d

As Confidant of High Huns Was Aware of War Secrets in
1914 and Laid Plot for Propaganda—Sought to Turn
Public Sentiment from Allies to Germany.

Ly Frank Parker Stockbridge, Late Managing Editor of the Evening Mail.
(Copyright, 1918, by the New York Hernld Company—All Rights Reserved.)
(Copyright, Canada. by the New York Herald Company.)

The nama of Rumely still stands over the big plants at La Porte, but the
name s the only interest the Rumely famnfiy has left in the business that was
To-day it s the Advance-Rumely Com-
Its president, Finley P. Mount, is also receiver of the assets of the
Rapid as were the expansion and balloon-like
growth of the M. RNumely Company uander the management of Edward A.
Liumely, its collepse was even more sudden and spectacular,

fonded by Meinrad Rumely in 1853,
pauy.
defunet M, Ilumely Company.

At the time the company's capital

common issues were both listed on the New York Stock Exchange.

trinls were particularly popular just

Governors of the Stock Fxchange of the company's conditlon and prospects
was satisfactory as to the former and optimistic as to the latter,

stock was increased the preferred and
Indus-
At that time, and the report to the

The

with an opening gquotation of 101,
vne in November, 1911
report for 1011 showed net earnings of
more than eight per cent on the ont-
standing common stock for the vear after
tnking eare of the preferrcd, and a sur-|
plus of cloge to threc.quarters of a mil-
lion dollars, The private banking houses |
of William Salomon & Co and Hallgarten
& Co.,, who underwrate the ten million
dollar note issue of 1012, had vvery rea-
sun for confidenee in these sccurities.
Rusineas Steadily Expands,

In the meantime the company's busi-

ness expanded and expanded.

tate the handling of added lines of agri-

To facili-

eolturnl implements and to separate the

ei<tributing end from the manufacturing
theve was formed during 1012 the Rumely
I'vodaets Company, with Leo M. Rumely,
o hrothier of Edward A. lumely, as presi-
dent. During the year also the M. Rumely
Company acquired the Northwest Thresher
Company.

Before the end of 1912, however, ru-
mors began to circulate in finaneial eir-
cles that all was not well with the M
Itumely Company. [Derbaps some one i:
terested had seen those rows of red
threshing machines and tractors along-
gide the railroad tracks at La Porte and
wondered why they were not being
maved. Perhaps—well, it is hardly im-
portant to run down ancient rumor, but|
whatever the eause, investors in Rumely
stock begnn to get pervous and teward
the end of the year a selling wave began
that earried the common stock down fif-
ty-eight points in less than five months,

On April 3, 1913, however, the com-
pany's annual report for 1912 was issned
and the common stock jumped from :Z\‘.-"_-i
on the Stock Exchange to 4414 The re-
port showed net profits of the three al-|
lied eomipanies for 1012 of $1.824.500, or
at the rate of hetter than ten per cent nn!
the ontstanding common stock. The
gross sales for the year, of £17.507.451,
were more than forty per cent greater
than in the previous year, while the com-
pany's figures showed a sorplus of al-
most £600,000. Still the reports that all
was not well with the M. Rumely Com-
puany persisted and stockliolders contin-
ned to sell. Certain of them went so far
as (o complain to the Governors of the |
Stock Exchange that the facts about the|
company had been misrepresented to)|
them by the bankers who had floated the
original issue.

The bankers had not heen idle in the
face of the nnsatisfactory rumors, and on
May 9, 1013, they were able to report
that the board of dicetors of the M.
Rumely Company had been completeiy re-
organized, that Clarence 8. Fuok, pre-
viously genernl manager of the TInter-
pational Harvester Corporation, had been
elected president; that John I1. Guy had
been elected vice president in charge of
finances, nand that all of the former ex-
ecintives of the company, inelnding Cen-

eral Manager Fdward A, Rumely ond
kis unele. A. J. Rumely, president, had
tendersd their resignations, which had

been aceepted.

Neorzaniantion Doea Not Save It

The reorganization did not save the
M Rumely Compary from bankrupter,|
even thongh production was cut down|
and the selling foree inereased under tho:
new management.  On Janonary 15, 1015,
Tinley P. Mount wuas appointed receiver
and later, with the sanction of the Court,
gald the remaining to the Ad-
vanee-Rumely Company, of which he is
president, and which is doing a large and
profitable husiness, The receivership,
&lill continnes.  With Dy, Rumely out of
the mansgement and thie Rumely inter-
est in the caumpany that bLiears the fam-

nuscts

flv name entirely wiped out, the affairs!tional Harvester Company, to he its)
af the agrienltural implement business|president, met under the ‘efficioncy’
have no further hearing on the present |sysiem installed by Dr. Edward A.
nareative. It is of interest, however, to|Rumely, the ‘progressive’ president of
inquire into the nature of the “mistakes" |the coneern. Ilis ‘progressiveness’
to which the bankers attributed the proved too progressive for the financial
crash, affairs of the company, it is said, and

1 have referred to Dr. Rumely as an
enthusinst. He is all of that. When he
becomes possessed of a new idea nothing
will snit him but to see it put into exe-
ention at onee. 1 have referred to the
netivity and scope of his mental proc-
exses.  He fairly bubbles with new ideas
The kindest and at the same time the
faivest explunation, I believe, of the de-
mise of the M. Rumely Company is that
Dr. Rumely c¢hoked it to death by trying
to force too muny pew ideas down its
throat at one time. They may all have
been good ideas and if they had been
administered in homoeopathic doses per-
haps the M. Rumely Company might
have developed such an appetite for

new common stock particolarly®
wns actively teaded in from the beginning, | them that they could all have been as-
Tbr_lt similated and it would sit up and beg
The company s | for more,

Idean from Germany.
Perhaps Dr. Rumely called in too many
consultants, One of tne fixed beliefs he

brought back from Germany with him
was the belief in the trained expert. It
is typical of the German mind to believe
in the trained expert. The whole Ger-
man system is a system of trained ex-
perts in government, in military science,
in the arts, in the industries and in affairs
generelly, imposing their metbhodically
worked ont rules and systems upon a pou-
ulace trained through generations to
supine and ecredulous submission to the
dictation of the expert. Any student of
the GGerman character must at times he
puzzled to determine which is its moat
amazing manifestation. the overbearing
arrogance of its experts or the cringing
credulity of the rest of the population.
Even the German expert is creduloos
where another expert's specialty is under
consideration. 1le is a German scientist
and therefore he must be right, is the
apparent formula,

So Dr. Rumely ealled in experts of all
sort= and every kind, There were expert
enginecrs anid expert salesmen, expert
accountants and expert office hoys, ex-
pert  publicity men aml expert letter
writers.  Karly in his ecarcer in the
Rumely Compans’s management  he
formulated this definition of manuage-
ment (—

“Get a good man, give him a definite
job, let him nlcne.”

I have no knowledze of the extent te
which this formuln was ever pnt intn
effeet in the =ffairs of the M. Rumely
Company. Derhaps the doctor attributed
the company’s failure to this rnle. Az
any rate, he had definitely abandoned it
when he took over the Evening Mail.

Experis and Non-Experts,

Besides all the experts who were
turned loosge on the M, Rumely Company
there were expert cofficiency engineers
to tell the other experts how to co-ordi-
nate their work, and then there was the |
expert picker of experts to determine by
n process of psycho-plireno-physio-gene-
alogy jnst what sort of an expert each

particular emplose of the company really
was. Perhaps it was a perfectly good |
system. DPerhaps the reason business|
men dand bankers looked askance at itl'
was simply because it was too new for
them to grasp suddenly. 1 do not know,
however, of any way in which T can bet-
ter elucidate the opinions of those who
were in a position to observe closely the
operations of the M. Rumely Company
under Dr. Rumely's management and at
the same time ronnd out and terminate
the story of that ill starred venture than
to quate a brief report from the Nzwi
Yorg HERALD of May 18, 1913, which
follows:—

“ 'S5 von want a job as confidential
secretury with M, Rumely & Co., do
you? Take off your hat. Brush back
you hair. Turn around. M-m-m, no: you
won't do. Skull broad behind the ears:
pad of fat back of your eyes; shzht de-
pression over the right ear.

“*“You're ton talkative for a confiden-
tinl azent, That dent means yon don't
believe the truth ought to be told all the
time if it is likely to hecome monotonons;
the pnds back of the eyes mean youn like
music and gayety. You're a natural
salesman, my boy; you're no confidential
secretary,’

“This, slightly exaggerated, was the
method many =pplicauts for jobs in the
Laporte (Ind.) agricultural implement
factory, which has nsked Clarence 8.
Funk, general manager of the Interna-

bronght npon it the financial backers
with a demand for n new management,

“Katherine Blackford, a phrsician on
the staff of Harrington Emerson, ef-
ficiency expert, was the founder of Dr.
Rumely's plan to hire men by the shape
of their heads and by their family his
tories. D'r. Rumely considered it a re
markable system. Men asking for ad-
vances in the concern’s offices or fac-
tories and applicants for new johs were
confronted by a list of thirty-two ques-
tions seeking n more complete family
histary than those asked by an insurance
examiner.

“Then Dr. Blackford looked over the

.

his mannerisms and told him whether
he was cut out for a cashier or auditor, &
blacksmith, a moulder or an artisan.

*As a result, it is said, not all the ap-
plicants for jobs at the Rumely plant
were found to measure up, cranially
speaking, with the jobs they sought.
They didn’'t get the jobs. There was
more or less annoyance felt by old hands
who wanted advancement.

“Salomon & Co.,, bankers, owned or
controlled a large amount of the com-
pany's stock. Hallgarten & Co. and the
Salomon house nnderwrote the $10,000,-
000 issue of two-year notes. These notes,
sold to smaller banks, soon had to be
met, and the New York Stock Exchange
heads cast speculative eyes on the notes,
it is said.

“Thereupon Dr. Rumelsy's efficiency
and ‘progressiveness’ methods began to
wane and reorganization plans proceeded
forthwith.”

New ldens and Projects.

Once out of the M. Rumely Company,
Dr. Rumely concentrated his attention
and interests upon his Interlaken school.
He also began to write articles for vari-
ous magagines on education, on manu-
fancturing, on agriculture'and other eco-
nomic and social topics. His active
brain was continually eveolving new proj-
ects and ideas, some of which he put into
effect in his school, others of which he
attempted to promote. 1 was then liv-
ing in Chicago and saw Dr. Rumely at
more or less frequent intervals. Some-
times I would visit. the school; at other
times he would call me up when he was
i Chicago and we would lunch or dine
together., There was always something
stimulating in this sort of intellectual in-
terconrse. He would spread his latest
new idea before me and in rapid firg
sentences illuminate it with excursions
into the regdms of philosophy and arrt,
science and fancy, history and romance,
until the ordinary mind grew weary in
trying to follow the myriad threads of
thought. Often after a session of an hour
or two with the doctor 1 have fonnd my-
self n month later still trying to trace to
its ultimate conelusion some line of
thought suggested by some sparklingly
brilliant idea carelessly dropped into the
middle of a conversation on some en
tirely different topie.

Brushed Aslde Obsincles,

It was always difficult to draw the line
between sound logie and fallacions reason-
ing when listening to Dr. Rumely ex-
pounding whichever one of his pet ideas
was uppermost in his mind at the mo-
ment, Difficulties and obstacles he
brushced aside as of no moment. Projects
and schemes that, emanating from a less
brilliant intellect, would have seemed
eride and half baked, under the spell of
his almost hypnotie enthusiasm and con
fidence took on the semblancve of reality.
It was not until the next day. or the next
week, after the magic bad worn off, thar
the flaws in the reasoning became ap-
parent.

I remember one of Dr. Rumely’s plans
in this period between the downfall of
the Rumely Compuny and the beginning
of the European war was to establish a
sreat publishing house to provide im-
proving literature for the working man
at low cost. They do that sort of thingz
in Germany, he told me, Every vilinge
has its book shop. where the laborer caa
buy his copy of Bernhardi or Treitschke
or “Alsec Sprach Zarathustra” for a
nfennig or two, Books cost too much in
America, he thought. He would get out
ittle books to sell for a nickel, which the
working classes would eagerly devour.
Having had a good many years of expe-
rience in various phases of the printing
and publishing business, I was able to
qualify in his eves as an expert; therefore
my assurance that, whatever they might
io in Germany, this project would naot
work in Ameriea, for more than one rea-
son was safficient to divert his attention
from the scheme.

An Amaziug Praopoasnl

Then
up the scrap of paper on which she haii
guaranteed the neutrality of Belgium and
startod out to conquer the world., 1 do
not need to recall to the memory of any
thinking American the shock that this
wanton act of a nation with which al!l
the world had been at peace sent through
the civilized portions of the earth. Many
of nus—most of us in fact—did not sense it
at first as our quarre! or as anything that
concerned the destinies of America. A=
for our German-American friends and
neighbors, we did not blame them for
sympathizing and openly expressing sym-
pathy with the land of their birth. We
were confident that whatever their senti-
mental attachment for the Fatherland,
they were at heart Americane; they had
merely failed to grasp the essential dif-
ferencrz  bhetween what Germany was
fighting for and what the Allies were
fighting for. That any real American,
howeves much he might admire the good
qualitires of the German people or the
splendid achiervements of Germans in art,
literature and science, could accept the

in August, 1914, Germany tore

SECOND INSTALMENT

& —&

e
. d

German view of ethics or the German
scheme of society was incredible. Thut
any American could possibly believe that
the American people could by any means
be made to accept the German point »{
view and sece the great war through Ger-
man eyes was unbelievable. That any
American would be willing to undertake
to pervert the minds of the American
people until they saw the world, not as
Americans but as Germans, was impos-
sible. The man who would attempt it
by so ‘doing branded himself not an Amer-
ican but a German.

I feel that way now, I felt that wey
then, in August, 1914. You can perhaps
judge of my amazement when, only a few
weeks after Germany bLegan the war, my
friend, Dr. Rumely, came to me with the
proposal to establish a nationwide propa-
ganda to convince the American people
that Germany was fizhting a just and
righteous war!

The European war had been raging for
about six weeks when one afternoon—I
cannot fix the date any more closely than
that it was some time in September, 1914

-the telephone in my Chicago office
jingled,

“Hello! Hello! This is Rumely speak-
ing. from Laporte. There's a matter 1
want your advice on. I'm coming in to
Chicago. Dine with me at the TUnion
League Club at six-thirty.”

This was the message over the telephone
and I promised to meet him. Dr. Rumely
srdered the dinmer—it was more like a
banquet. Had he been entertaining the
German Ambuassador he could not have
ziven more care to the selection of the
menu or the volume and quality of the
food. He ordered a bottle of wine and
would have bought cocktails and cordials,
too, if 1 had cared for them. Out of cour-
tesy to my host 1 ate rather more than was
my wont.

Over the dinner table he talked rap-
idly, interestingly and ckeerfully about
commonplace topics, telling me of things
that he was doing at the Interlaken
School with an oceasional excursion into
the realms ¢f philosophy and science, Afl-
ter he had dined he invited me to his
room on an upper floor.

“What do you think of the war?’ he
demanded, abruptly, as we seated our-
selves,

I had bean doing a great deal of think-
ing about the war, and my answer was as
abrupt as his inquiry.

“I think this country has got to get into
it sooner or later, and the sooner the bet-
ter," I replied.

My positiveness seemed to take him
aback for a moment. “Why do you thiok
that " he demanded.

“Because it's our war, and we can’t hold
up our heads after it's over if we let
England and France and Russia fight our
hattles for us. As it stands now, we get
all the benefit and take none of the risk.
We are a first elass nation now; we will
sink to the pesition of a second class
Power if we do not take a hand in the
destruction of Germany !"

Dr. Rumely drew a lengz breath. Then
he leaned forward, pointed his forefinger
at me, and with the most impressive em-
phasis exclaimed :(—

“Germany is going to win this
war!”

“Then God help America!™ T ejaculated.
“If that is true, we shall have to begin
preparing now to fight for all we have
and are.”

Dr. Rumely smiled indulgently, as
though I were one of his pupils in need of
instruction,

“I see you don't understand the war
any better than most Americans do,” he
said soothingly.

“I understand that it is a war between
two opposing civilizations that cannot
both exist on one planet!” I retorted, with
considerable heat. *“It is not a war of
governments—it is a war of gods. It is
4 war between the god of brass and iron
that the Germans worship and the spir-
itnal God who tules the hearts und the
aspirations of free men. Tt must be set-
ltled Bere and pow whether the material-
(istic conception of life or the spiritual
(shall triumph. That is why I say it is
lour war," !

Dr. Rumely smiled, patroniz-
ingly. “Germany will win,” he
repeated, uttering the words
slowly and with unction, as
though the thought were pleasing
to him. ¢“Nothing can defeat her.
She has been preparing for this
war for forty years. Germany has
been cramped and crowded in and
kept from expanding by jealous
enemizs. Now Germany is greater
than her enemies and she will ex-
pand and take her place as the
great Power of Europe. Nothing
can stop her.”

He drew a mass of pupers from his in-
side pocket. There were letters with Ger-
man postage stamps upon them and other
do®ments in the German langunge.
| “T have many friends on the other side.”
‘he eaid. *'Some of them are men in high

position.” He mentioned several names
and titles which were unfamiliar to me
and which I do not remember. One of
them, only, has stuck in my memory, be-
cause of later association, the name of
Dr. von Schulze-Gaevernits.

*I have the most important and confi-
dential information bere,” he said, indi-
cating the documents. *“I am really sur-
prised that you.do not understand the
German situation better thar you do. Let
me tell you why Germany will win—why
it 15 of the highest importance for Ger-
wanryF to win."”

“I shall be very glad to hear the German
defence,” 1 replied, smiling.

I cannot attempt. writing solely from
memory, to give a detailed verbatim re-
port of Dr. Rumely’s explanation of the
German war aims and objects and the
German point of view. The substance of
what he disclosed that night in the Union
League Club, in Chicago, however, has
remained indelibly in the recesses of my
mind. Event after event, revelation
after revelation. in the course of four
vears of war, has added its confirmation
of the nceuracy of the information he then
and there laid before me. German ob-
jectives that were obscure or doubtful
even to the well informed until two or
three years later. he pointed out on that
sight of September, 1914. Events that
have occurred within the last few weeks
prove that as long ago as the night I am
speaking of he was in the confiderce of
men who shared the innermost secrets of
the German authorities.

It was only a few months ago
that President Wilson first made
clear to the world Germany’s pur-
pose to establish an empire of
Mitteleuropa. Dr. Rumely de-
scribed thig purpose in detail to
me three years before. Indeed, he
disclosed this purpose, of an
empire siretching from the Belgian
coast on the North Sea to the
Persian Gulf, as the real and prin-
cipal objective of the German gov-
ernment. He did not attribute the
war to Russian mobilization, as
was the fashion at that time
among apologists for the Germauns,
but boldly and frankly declared
that Germany had merely been
waiting for the time to come when
she could realize her dream of the
“freedom of the seas’” and “a free
route to India.”

‘“Germany will never give up
Belgium,” he declared.

“Then it was only a "scrap of paper? "
I interposed. . The suggestion seemed to
anger him.

“You are just another American ideal
ist!” he exclaimed. ‘“‘America must
learn that the weak cannot obstruct the
progress of the strong. When a pation
achieves the greatness of Germany, it is

her right to take what she requires.!

Belgium could have saved herself by
merely letting the German army through.
Now Belginm must take the conse-
quences that alwavs come to the weak
when they get in the way of the strong.”

Says Belgians Are Part German.

He went on in detail to explain that
Belgium was part German, anyway—
that one of the two races that make up
the Belgian people had been proved by
German scientista to be of Teutonic
origin, and therefore part of Germany. 1

have heard the same argument since
from other German sources, though for
the life of me I cannot remember, nor
can any one but a German, whether it is
the Flemings or the Walloons that Ger-
many claims as subjects of the Kaiser,

Then he told of the project for a Ger-
man empire that would give German com-
merce n direct route overland to India.
The people of India, he gaid, were ready
to rise in revolt ngainst their British
rulers; the Itish were already in rebellion
(The Ulster ‘“rising” of 1914 was still
fresh in everybody’'s mind.) The British
could do nothing—they were a decadent
race, an ease loving people, addicted to
debasing vices, without power of co-ordina-
tion or (ffective organization and without
farseeing lenders. It was but a few weeks
ago that an English libel suit disclosed
the existence of the “Black Book™ of
tke Prince of Wied, containing the names
of 40,000 English men and women who,
the Germans charged, were degenerates
of the lowest type. Doctor Rumely, net
only on this occasion but several other
times, long before there was any public
¢igclosare of these charges, made exactly
identical assertions to me, on one occa-
sion even naming some of the men highest
in the British government and army.

Displayed Hate for England.

Lissaner's “Hymn of Hate” had not
vet been written; “Gott strafe England’
had not yet become the German battle-
cry. But through all of Dr. Rumely's
explanation of the German purpose in
the war ran the thread of hatred of ind
contempt for England that has since be-
come the dominant note in all German
ntterances. [For France he had nothing
bkut pity. Poor France! She had heen
standing still while Germany had forred
shead. That was her crime—she was uot
“progreesive.”

r

man's head, sized up his ears and noted

TR g L S A SO ARG

“I understand that it is a war between two opposing civilization.
war of governmentzt—it is a war of gods. It is a war between the god of brass
and iron that the Germans worship and the spiritual God who rules the hearts
and the aspirations of free men. It must be settled here and now whether the
materialistic conception of life or the spiritual shall triumph.”

It is not a
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“Germany wants the freedom of the
seas,” he declared.

“What is stoppiog her? I asked.

“Epgland,” be explained. *“England
controls all the strategic straits and
waterways of the world—Gibraltar, the
English Channel, the Suez Canal, the
Straits of Malacca.” He pamed a dozen
more. *“It is not right that opne mation
should have the power to prevent the
commerce of the world from moving
where it pleascs.”

“Has England ever stopped any German
ships from going where they pleased ' 1
asked.

Attack Rritish Sea Power.

“No, but she could. She has a great
navy, with coaling stations all over the
world. No nation can keep such power
without some day exercising it.”

Perfect Germun logic! 1f you own a
gun you must kill somebody!

When he declared (German commerce
was being stifled | asked him to explain
how Germany had risen in twenty years
from maritime insignificance to the posi-
tion of sccond muritime Power of the
world. Tle changed the subject, sayiog
that I, being an American, could pot un-
derstand those things. Germany, he said,
must expand. Her birth rate was increas.
joz. her population pressing upon her
borders. She needed room in which to
grow.

“Why has emigration from Germany
practically ceased for twenty years if her
people ary so cruwded at home?” I asked.
That was another thing which, as an
American, I could mot be expected to
understand.

“That is the whole trouble,” Dr. Rumely
went on. “You Americans do not under-
stand Germany. The English have been
filling this country with their propaganda
for years and you think they are right in
whatever they do. The result is that
Aniericans are all taking the English side.
Now, Germany is entitled to a fair hear-
ing, is she not?”

I conceded that Germany was entitled
to exactly as fair treatment as was Bel-
gium or any other country.

Savs Hritish Censor Newa

“My friends,” he said, picking up the
package of papers, “are sure that if the
people of America really understood Ger-

man war aims they would have more sym-
| pathy with Germany in this war. We are
not getting correct news from the other
|side. 'The British censors are holdiog
Iback everything favorable to Germany.
The Associated Press is pro-Enpglish.
Now, 1 can get the exclusive right to ob-
tain the real news from Germany for dis-
tribution in this country. My friends
think that would be a very valuable con-
cession. What do you think about it?"

“What would you do with this news
after you got it?" I asked.

“I woull sell it to the American news-
papers,” he =aid. "It ought to be very
valuable, for it would be authentic and
officinl.”

As gently and as solemnly as I could
I told the Doctor a few rudimentary facts
shout the newspaper business. I tried to
make him ree that the war was already
costing the mnewspapers far more than
they could possibly get out of it, and was
zolng to cost them gtill more; that in-
stead of being eager to spend money for
more news, even “German official” news,
they were looking for places where they
could eut off expenses.

“That is what I want advice
about,” he said. “You have had
experience in such things. How
would you go about it to influence
public opinion in America in favor
of Germany?”

The cat was out of the bag!

“If you were to come to me with a
proposition to do that,” I replied, *I would
stipuiute certain conditions to begin with.
First, you should deposit a reasousable
sum-—-say a million dol'ars—to my credit
in some good country where extradition
treatics don't run, like Honduras. Then
son should furnish me an armed guard
and a compiete set of disguises, so when
the time came, as it assuredly wouid,
when I had to make my gotaway hetween
two days, I would have a reasczabls
chanee of wmaking it
what yon are asking ecan’t be done, and
the man wha tries it on is gaing to find
hwimself in trouble.”

I am neither a prarhet nos the son of a
prophet. hut events bhave proved that 1
was right. "The Doctor wanted to kunow
why I was so positive.

“Liecause the thing yon want to r.'ml-m!
the American people lelieve in is some-|
thing they canvot believe in and remain
Americans,” I said.  “Yan want them to
helieve that a nation that tears np treaties
and invades a country with which it bas
no quarre! is something to be admired.
You want to make the pecple of free
America sympathize with the masters of
enslaved Germany.”

“There you go oagain,” he explained,
“talking of things yon do not know any.

thing about. Deon’'t you know that the
German prople are the hest governed
people in the world? Dan't you know
that there is less misery and poverty in
Berlin than there is in Lendon; that the
German péor are happier than the poor
of New York?"

“I know you are not going tn get Amer-
icans to like a civilization where the sol-

dier is supreme, where women have to

‘not see the need or the danger.

Blind to American Ideals, He Blamed British for Attitude
of This Country—Let Cat Out of Bag in an Inter-
view with Mr. Stockbridge in Chicago.

step into the gutter to let officers pass,
where such things as Lthe Zabern affair
can hoppen,” I answered him.

“You have mever been in Germany, or
you would not say such things,” be rem-
onstrated. *“It is that sort of ignorance
about Germany that makes Americans
sympathize with Germany’s enemies.”

“It is ignorance of America that makes
you think you can change their point of
view,” I retorted. “You do not know that
the state socialism which you hold to be
the best government in the world is the
cxact opposite of the individuaiism om
which America has been founded. Your
German government wraps up happiness
in packages and parcels it out to the popu-
lace ; here we guarantee to the individual
not happiness but life and liberty for the
pursuit of happiness. You are looking in
exactly the opposite direction from Awmer-
jca. You can't make America tum
aronnd.”

The Doctor seemed more amused at my
vchemence than angered at my denuncin-
tion of the German ideals, He came back
to the subject of propaganda.

“There are certain things in the German
plan and point of view that ought to be
broadly circulated in this country,” he
said. *“Tsn't there some way to get ths
newspapers to print them?”

“Not if they see you first, there isn't,”
I replied. “As a matter of fact, I'm not
worrying any about the effect your propa~
ganda would have on the American
people, for I think the sort of things you
gre talking would just make them laugh.
But if you must get something circulated
why not try the Congressional Record?
I wouldn't even offer that suggestion it
I thought there was the slightest chance
that any one in America would take your
efforts seriously, but such as it is you are
welcome to it.”

Vould Use O.Il'l’ll'l“" Necord.

I had to exprain to the Doctor that if
he could get a German member of Con-
gress to read into the Congressional
liecord whatever German “explanations™
he had to offer it conld thea be circulated
free of postage. The idea of making the

United States government spread German
propaganda free of charge appealed to
him. He thanked me for the suggestion
and T said good nizht

As 1 stepped ont into the street T looked
at my watch. It was after two o'clock
in the mworning. As I walked eastward
toward the Illinois Central station I
heard, somewhere off in the fastnesses
of the “Loop.” a chorus of male voicea
singing “Dentschland, Dentschland ueber
Alles.” 1 began to wonder whether I had
not been perliaps a little too sure that
nebody would tske German propaganda
|seriously. Here were these fellows, now,
|eelebrating the fall of Liege, perhaps—
American born, likely. More than once,
though i haven't a drop of German blood
in my veins and only a high school smat-
|tering of the langnage, I had joined Ger-
man friends at a kommers or a turnfest
in singing “Dentschland weber Alles"” and
thought nothing of 1t. It was a harmless
bit of sentiment, besides, it went to a
tune familiar from childhood as that of
one of our most stirring hymna. But was
it all sentiment? 1 began to wonder.

A man whom T knew as American born,
of American parents, had just revealed
himself to me as n German. Might there
not ba millions like him? It was incomn=
ceivable to me—yet I did not get te
sleep easily.

Friends Scoff at Hun Atrocity.

The next day I went to an old and very
wise friend. I told him in detail of my
conversation of the evening before.
“Curions, isn't it, that & man like Rumely
should zet such an obsession.” he gaid.
But he didn’t think he conld do any harm.
J1e ®elt, as 1 did, that there could Le no
pessible compromise bketween the Ameri-
can and German ideals, and that thes
Ameriean people must instinctively =ca
that and remain nnmoved, whatever Gor-
many might attempt in the way of propa-
gandn.

1 had uneasy thoughts whenever T
turned the subject over in*my mind.
Finally T wrote some leiters to men whom
I knew to be just as genninely American
as I was, men who could have £o possibla

In other wordll"-""“l‘n-’h-‘f with the German viewpainr. I

suggested that an organization be formed
to combat German propaganda in whate
ever form it might show its head—and a
little of the creature was Leginning to La
visible alove the camoufluge. My friends
—some of them hold hizh office—eonld
They
feit, as 1 had felt, that Germany could
«ffer nothing to the American people that
would ot be recognized 1nstantly as hav-
ing “Made in Germany" stamped on it.

“Have yon got the German spy hysteria,
too?" one friend wrote me. So little did
we reckon the possibilities of German
propaganda in those far-off days of 1014!

But I was not convirced, and it was not
long Lefore I was to learn a great deal
more about. German propagsnda and its
methods.

In the next instalment Mr. Stock-
bridge wwill tell how the project of
buyingeihe New York Evening Mail
in tke interest of Germany was de-
veloped by Dr. Rumely, also interest-
ing details of what happened at
breakfast with the Kaiser’s American
publicity agent and the paymaster
the German Embassy. -
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