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Fioures in a

PLAN MEMBERSHIP
CONTEST AT CHURCH

To Awaken Interest in Sun-
day School Work Is Pur-
pose of Campaign.

Plans have been formulated for a
membership contest to be held at the
First Methodist Sunday school for the
purpose of fincreasing the member-
ship and awaken more interest in Sun-
day school work. At a meeting held |
last night at the home of E. E. Brown, |
the school superintendent, various |
committees were appointed and ﬁe\r-E
eral plans of action were discussed,
The campaign, which is to begin on
the second Sunday in September, and !
which will be terminated by a rally
day held the last Sunday in October,
{6 to be in the form of a contest. The
entire school will be divided into two
sactions, with a leader for each, and
the whole matter under the direction
of an executive committee. Thorough
organization has been perfected, and
many new and novel plans will be in-'
troduced during the campaign, but
will not be made public until later.
The new pipe organ will be set up
in time for usge on the first Sunday
of the campaign During the course
of the contest there will be two socials
held and various other soclal attrac-
tions during the week, The people of
the church are very enthusiastic over |
the tentative plans, Rev. Parker has
decided to give up his vacation this
year and will remain at home to lend |
pesistance in the contest, |

The following Is a list of the mem- |
bers appointed to the executive com- |
mittee, and a lst of the chairmen |
of varlous other committees: !

Executive Committee—S. H. Jones, |
John Saylor, E. E. Brown, D. E. Par- |
ker, Mrs. Finfrock, Mrs. S. E. Berry
nand Mrs. H. 1. Castle.

Reception Committee—8. H. Jones,
chairman.

Parish Visitation Committee—L. H.
Bunyan, chairman.

Social Committee—Mrs. D. S. Brown,
chairman.

Class Organization Committee—Mrs.
P. E. Brown, chairman.

Advertising Committee—F. R. Mec-
Fail, chuirman.

Progrum Committee—Mrs.
rhairman.

Bulletin Committee—Dr. 1.
Bwing, chairman.

Men's Work Committee—Dr, D. W.
Btevenson, chairman.

Mrs. H. J. Chiarigl

One of the most remarkable
premonition that
found by her family and friends is
physicians and psychologists at Pu

Ramsey,! The woman has now been gone a
abouts has as yet been found. D
life, her husband, who is a wealthy

ery comfort upon her.

B. G.

her eventual disappearance. At such

SIMPLICITY IN THE HOME. | currence
There 1s Such a Condition as Having
Tee Many Furnishings.

Many nervous, irritable. dissatisfied,
unhappy women would become cnlm
and contented If they would store, give
or throw awnay half of their belong-|
ings. Some have abandoned elegant!
residences and taken their families
into - hotels or boarding houses who
could have continued to keep up their
homes if, instead of giving up their
houses themselves, they had done away
with the superfilunous furnishings,

Some one, aften the mistress herself,
must clean and care for every article
of furnishing, no matter how humlble
{ts use or how ornamental its function
and this round of duties proves many
times to be a grievous burden on deli-
cate shounlders,

There is such a thing possible as hav-
Ing too many utensils and tools to

A SMALL NUMBER OF
FIRES DURING JULY
The Richmond Fire Department
made only fourteen runs during the
month of July, a number below the
average. Of these fires one was caus-
ad by lightning. The total loss was
3450, the greatest loes occuring at the
fire at the Champion Roller Mills,

WITHDREW PETITION
FOR ADMINISTRATRIX

Nora O'Day today withdrew her pe-
roday withdrew her petition submitted
io Judge Fox yesterday to be appointed

work with, so that taking out, l_pma{‘_|:ulrulnis;t.r::trix of the will of her hus-

Ing and keeping them clean ang in or. ’and, Patrick O'Day, deceased. The

der add to the daily labor. To¥ much 2ickinson Trust company will

furaiture in a room, so that walking tharge of the estate.

through it seems a perilous s.ttempt to

steer a course without disaster, too NEW EQ[{IPN{ENT

many garments to wear, for time is

it et o e 4 Yen | The C. & O. railroad company has
% * purchased new equipment consisting

of fifteen new day coaches, three com-
Hination cars and two dining cars from

Life Magnzine,

A Californian has designed a fire-|:he Pullman company of Pullman, Illi-|

place that sends out its heat in all nois. The first consignment are ex-
lirections, the chimney being support- | pected to be on the road within the
pd above the grate by steel columus, | near future.

THE

HEY met at the top of Wimbla-
don Bi'l—a tall young man, pra-

I maturely gray about the tem-

ples, with deep-set, Keen dark eyes
and a sensitive, thin-pped mouth, and
& fraglle-looking girl, whose finely
ehiselled features and erect carriage
Beemed to belie the shabby elothes
she was wearing.

“I've been walting for
erled, taking her hand.
aren’t late, and It's sweet of you to
come at all, But it has seemed ages
to me because—because I've something
to tell you.”

“1 know (t's good news!' she an-
swered. “I've never seen you looking
w0 happy. Tell me.”

He led her gently on towards
eommon.

“It's a—job™
BlENh of reller,

6:30 for a miserable pittance. She dis-
covered that he was looking for work.

Side by side they trudged throuxh the
heather to the wild part of the common
toward the northwest.

“No one's ever been glad about me
or any of my doings before,” he sald
suddenly, “It qu takes my breath
away. I wonder why you're glad—why
You care what becomes of me?”

She did npot speak Looking at her
swiftly he saw that her cheeks were
flaming, that her evellds had fallen over
glowing eves, that her breath was
coming short and fast Abruptly he
stood still With a swift, almost awk-
ward movement, he swept off his cap.

“Hilda.” he sald. and his volce
grated and was nop steady, “Hilda, I—
—love you. Don't—don’'t speak yel
You've got to know—it's got to be
sald. I'm a thief.”

She drew a deep, sharp breath with
the sound of a sob. She lifted a face
so white taat {avoluntar:l; L JRCHE
eyes so haggard, so appalled th
put his hand before his own, shutting
out the sight

“Jim,” she whispered, the name took
long in the saying, "it's not true—it
—it couldn't be i

HE dropped his
standing doggedly before her.

“Before God, it is,” he =said. "There's
no excuse—ihere could be no excuse
for a life like mine. Only this, dear
1 was brought up by an uncle who
altenately spolled me, lavished money
on me, gave me ail my heart's desire,
and then thrashed me, cursed me, was
tyrant. buliy, despot, an ogre in
childish fancy. He taught me deceit
ehowed me the wvalue of

of llea. 1 decelved, I lied

ages.”™ he

‘Oh, no, ¥you

the

he =ald, with a great

"A secretaryship, 1
feel as though I trod on alr I'm
only to get %850 a vear to start on,
but that's something."”

“I'm so glad—glad's such a paltry
word!" she exclalmed excitedly, *lIt's
splendid. It's a beginning. It will
lead to something far, far better. 1
know it will 1"

“Do you think me horribly eelfish”
bhe broke In apologetically, “talking
about myself like this? Tell me about
>ourself. How are you? Have you

aw a very tiring morning?*

Hikla Beaufort was a typist—an
orphan. Her meeting with Jim Oakley
six months before had no: been quite
conventlonal. A stranger molested her-
An the open street, and Jim came—Illke
& knlght errant of olden times, He
heard screams, found the siranger grip-
ping her wrist in spite of her struggles,
and without hesitation Jim let Ay a
stralght left, which sent the stranger
sprawling to the pavement She was
shaken, unnerved and he escorted her-
ho'me, cutting short her nervous thanks
wlt.)x gentle Incisiveness. Then, only &
day or so later, Fate threw them to-
Eelner in a car She had bowed with
helzhtened color; then, relenting, a fittia

aamed, remembering the paucity of

r thanks on the night of her adven-
trire, had leaned forward, saying:

] want to thank you again. I"

His face had lit up. He was =0 obvi-
ously pleased that she had not the heart
to draw back. So it came about that he
gaw her to her office, and having onca
Aimeovered It, It was not perhaps un-
patural that they should meet, appar-
ently by acciden:, as she left It the next

evening.
The acguaintanceship ripened.
discovered that she was

griandless: that sbe worked from

true.

hand to his side,

my child-
me nothing—nothing but the
debts 1 had collected about me,
1 went wrong. 1 was petly at
petty pilfering — unconsidered
from ladies’ boudolrs, odd coins,
brooch. Then I met crooks—the wreck-
age of society—and I sank with 4hem.
I've never been caught velL
met yYou.
me that night, your soul in your eyes.
nobility, such purity,
standing there when
ghivered with shame,
gret, my corsclence—dead,
1t, stifled, strangled,
ago—mYy .tascience toriuring me.

that
you

then. It »~+s the

Has

cases of
she would one day

have |

REDEMPTION

 wildly

subterfuge—

hood away, and when he died, leaving
fool's
=
first—
iriffes
a

Then 1
I saw, as you tried to thank

1 saw such candor, such honesty, such
I shivered,
had gone—
numb with re-
I fancled
suffocated years
It
wasn't Jir: Oakley who walked home
man he might have

v been. H¥w. I—I was mad enough te
8:30 1o dream of .ejuvenation I determined yours™

Peculiar Case

ione and Her Child.

a person suffering under the
disappear and never again be
now causing wide discussion among
eblo, Colorado, where Mrs, H. J. Chiar-

iglione left her home taking with her her five year old daughter. Carmen.

month and no trace of her where-
uring the seven years of their married
newspaper publisher has lavished ev-

The only clouds in their domestie life appeared at
the times when Mrs. Chiariglione became melancholy over the subject of

times the woman would sit for hours

muttering of the plans she would carry out in the event of such an oc-

ANNUAL REUNION

The committee
the arrangements
union met last night at the home
W. S. Boone, west of the City. This
reunion, which is an annual affair has
an average attendance of about sev-
enty-five persons and plans are being
made for a very enjoyable affair. The
reuinion will be held at the home of
W. Boone on the third Saturday of
| this month and among the out-of-town
lgnests that are expected are Rev.
' Charles Allen and Prof. Richard R.
| Boone, who a well known college
man and a Chautauqua 'lecturer.

which is to
for the Boone

Q

I8

|-

[ MAS
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ONIC CALENDAR |
*
| Monday, August 4.—Richmond Com-
I mandary, No. 8, K. T. State conclave,
Tuesday, August 5—Richmond lodge,
No. 196, F. and A. M. Stated meeting.
Wednesday, August 6—\Webb lodge,
No, 24, F. and A. M. C(alled meeting.

| Work in Fellow Craft degree.

|  Friday, August 8.—King Solomon’s

!chnpter, No. 4, R. A. M. Stated meet-

| ing.

Urugay has enacted a general eight-
hour law.

—

to try to get honest work. I found It

T tried to—to reach up to the pedestal affalir on hand.

where But I
I'm not
kind heart
Only you
and my story;
even though

you're enthroned. realize
the futility of that.
enough to paln your
walting for your ‘No’
to know both my love
they had to be told,
means ‘good-bye'"™

He clo=2d his eyes and a tremor ran
through him.

satood back from

astonishment.
“The man he might have been,™ she

quoted tremblingly, *"the man he s

Oh. Jim, do women love the man that NS expression had changed; the temper

h

was? What i{s the past—your past—to
e, if the future's mine?

—oh, ever so little—I'm proud.”

“Hilda, you—you don't know the man his eves glistening.

I've been™
‘“No, mor care,” she cried a
“The man you are,
man. the only man”™
He Eknelt down In the

loom—tke sun sinking

gathering
red Dbehind

%1

nis

ing face and qulvering lips to
hem of her skirt, till she crouche
down beside him with a little sobbing
cry of reproach.

“Jim. my lps—If they are wo

- - - - L] -

"Mr. Sloane wliIl be here
ment, sir™

The footman wheeled out a chalr for
Jim Oakley and withdrew. Alone, the
young man glanced about him. Antique
tapestries. rare olls, and china of great
worth adorned the long, low-ceillnged
room of Mr. Sloane's house at Epsom.
The moment was a long one

in a mo-

On It stood g few minlatures—a glance
told him thelr value—some delleate or-
naments gold fligree work,
of jade, ivory and seml-precious stones.
A treasure tabie stood open in
corner. and. erossing to it he stared
long at its contents
jewelled tops.
mering on snuff
medalllons, vin:
phant carved

i
in

boxes,
grettes, a tiny ele-
from a single ruby,
so huge that in the Imperfect light he
doubted its gpenulineness

“Se sorry, Mr. Oakley,
tained How are vou?™

Mr. Sloane trotted
stretched hands
your
mine.

I was de

in with onut-

Now,

th honest
L] € h

—= | paid in,

TO BE HELD HERE it wouldn't do to make

make
re-
of | —_—
! Adolph Fessler has sicceeded Mar- |

OFFERS  ATTRACTIONS

' The McGrail Shows May Be
Brought Here.

[ Johm C. MecGrail, of Chicago. met
| with the Fall Festival committees on
| amusements and privileges last night
|and discussed terms under which he
| would bring a number of carnival at-
tractions to the city. McGrail will
| submit a contract to the committee
i!hv first of the week, which probably
will be acepted.

i Secretary Jordan stated this morn-
|ing that MeGrail's attractions were
lnm the usual kind, but of
| beter class, and consisted of all the
features that the committees want.
Among the shows is a circus, a dog
and show with fourteen ponies

were a
Pomn s

and a motordrome

T. P. A.
Noles

BY T. C. H.

formed band

President Browne has called a spe-
cinl meeting of the post to be held in
'the club rooms this evening, The pur-
| pose of the special meeling is to as-
| certain w hether the members desire to
| have a picnie or not. There is some
| tittle opposition to the picnfec and it
i,i:- the wish of President Browne to let
the post decide the question. A larze
attendance is urged in order to bring
ount a full expression from the mem-
bers.

Mr. and Mrs. John B, Heggar have
returned from Clear Lake, where they
have spent the past month. They re-
port a splendid time,

Layman-Carry company's house in In-
dianapolis, James l.ewis is taking a
forced vacation. Mr. Lewis has been
associated with the Lavman-Carry
company for a great number of years
iaml! one of the old time hardware
| salesmen of Indiana. His firm expects

is

ble,

Secretary Quigg is seen nightly toil-

office in the club rooms. He has been
Itrying to figure out what Acting Secre-
'tary Lebo did with all the money that
came into his possession during the
| absence of Secretary Quigg. Lebo's
| report to Quigg ran like this: Nothing
everything paid out. And
|Quig;: is looking for the fellow that
' received some of the coin. Of course,
any publie
{ charge, but L.ebo has a new cement
alley to pay for and cement allies cost |

| money,

ion Shreeve in his position as travel- |
ing salesman for Mitchell & Co.,'
wholesale grocers, of Indianapolis. Mr.
Fossler has been with the J. W,
Grubbs company, of this eity, and is an
experienced groceryman.

Newt Worth, of Fort Wayne, for-
merly of this city, was a visitor here
during the past week. Newt has be-
come quite a farmer, having purchased
a farm near Union City.

The delinquent list of Post C has be-
come very small and is  being cut
down gradually. If any member is on
that list he should attend to his dues
at once and be reinstated into the
zood graces of his association. Insur-
ance is a necessity nowadays, Don't
be without it.

Word comes from Chicago that
Frank Highley has suffered a sprained
ankle and is walking arount the Windy
ity on crutches. It is said he fell
over one of the tall buildings while
looking for some customer’'s sign. At|
any rate he is in good standing and is
placed on the pension list,

cur &t on
by day
had gracious!™

it sight of
old

He heard the rustie of keep
ier clothes as she swent to him, then kl'_\'.
her with a gasp of 3 Ways

heavens!”

If I've helped Place.

Nitie DOy

momen:

the BDEer
4 ddsw ered the summons.

rthy!* 8@ movement
but

8

amazed alarm
of &
his

overturned. The cap fell
ground,
Jim rose rpulte?ed ap.ﬂon.
and strolled over to the mantelpisce. Something fell to the ground and rolled
almost to Mr

others YVery harshly,

Scent bottles with his
encrusted stones shim- Clenched Thand.
cachou boxes, Spened.

an “James Oakley,
uneut emerald worth a King's ransom, wha:

shaxing hand lay the =merald!
say ™"

“Glad to see you: as if he fought for breath
uncle was always a friend of were

about this business of the tense muscles belew.
slaceats accants be said:s

= — ————————————— mas

For half an hour he dlscussed the
Then he stood up.

“Well, that settled. 1 think we shall
Come to the office on Wednes-

Will that sult? Good — good

The ejaculation was caused by the
the open treasure table. The
man darted to it., fuming.

“*I've told my man a million times to
it locked and to bring me the
he d urders are

stormed, My
disregarded — always. Great

Ea
1
th

He bent over the glittering contents
of the table. When he ralsed his head
ad left it and horror had

taken its

“The Sloans emerald,” he faltered,
stared
breath.
“Mr. Oakley, sir, the Sloanes emerald®
e shrilled again. “it was here a
I

his nand to an electric
Kep: one trembdling
there til] the footman

= at Oakley, sucking in a

since.—.
shot out

and
pressing

i

i, has any visitor been ™
0, sir—that is, I did faney I heard
in here an hour back,

“*The w

loane

The

emeraldd, man"
“It's vanished!
footman fell back a
His foot struck
littie table on which
cap. With a crash

shouted Mr,
pace In
the leg
Jim had lald
the table was
with it to the
stooped, with a
picked 1t up.

s!

The footman
and

Sloane’'s fest.
The old man bent down: then abruptly,
commanded:

“Leave the room, John. Come, 1f I

the Ting, at once.™

Silence feil.
head.

Slowly Mr,
Slowly he
Slowly

Sinane turned
held out his
his fingers

“James Oakley.” }
ook whs
your cap conceals
Theres on the wrink

he stammerad,

I hoid here—
od

Ppalm of his

“James Oakley, what have you to
The young man threw back his head
His cheeks
they shook over

Than, in sharp

very white, and

and twenty dogsa a sixteen plece uni-

Due to the destruction by fire of the !

to resume business as soon as possi- |

ing away over his books in his little |

| tern

]
(ed

! Liberty, Tex.
~at Purdue university last yvear:

attempt

It

curtains,
had stood,
Erey
Mepped

the bell

ho'ding up h!s hand appealingly.
Id with a snarl

augh I'll stand for mmy own deeds. I'li
not
was
your foo!man heard me;
was making for the door, the
my

bu:

one what's a crook,”
your
the attempt that's been made on it

careful
day
but
gr‘
get
the
hen you
bery

ittle

under

ba t
safe and sound.”™

mouthed

littie man
Don't

mornin’,”

scavely.

Mr
and slammed !t

sult, then hesitated

“he 44 you a good tuwrm, Sarhew.
GHMEE hv's 3EM. TR 20t B

SCHOOLS ADVISED
T PLEAD GOLTY

Arttorneys for Murderer Can-
not Find Grounds For
His Defense.

The Richmond Palladium

Circulation Statement for the Month of
July, 1913

CIRCULATION

!
|

George Schools, colored, confessed
murderer, said he would
to s¢e the sun go down™ if he
thought he would be sentenced 0
prison for life, or sentenced to die Im
the

Schools was

wife “never

live =

Holiday
7881

Sunday

electrie chair

consulted by his at-

S066 |torneys yesterday afternoon in a vain

attempt to work up a plausible de-
no grounds for a
plea of self-defense, the unwritten law
or temporary insanity, and after a
thorough investigation of the facts
concerning Mrs. Schools' death at the
hospital, the hope that a defense al
leging malpractice or negligence on
,the part of the attending physiclans,
war given up yesterday
Advised to Plead Guiilty.

Attorneys for the defendant will ad-
vise him to plead guilty and throw
himself upon the mercy of the court.
There only hope is that this will save
him from the electric chair.

Schools is greatly worried over the
disposition of his case, and he dreads
the thought of confinement in the
state prison, to which he will inevit.
ably be sentenced if he pleads gulity,
for it is not probable he will be sent
to the electric chair {f he enters a
plea of guilty. There 1s small chance
that he will escape life imprisonment.
He is being watched closely at the
county jall for fear that he will at-
‘tempt to carry out his threat to com-
' mit suicide.
| The police state the prisgner told
his father several days previous to
the murder that he had contemplated
killing his wife. This iz a direct con-
,tradiction fo the statement made in
his confession in which he sald: *“I
did not think of killing my wife until
Tuesday night, when 1 ocut her and
left.”

Mrs. Schools’ death at Reid Me-
morial hospital can not be attributed
to negligence, attorneys for Schools
have ascertained. The second hem-
orrhage was caused by the increase
'in the blood pressure resulting from
placing the patient in the second state
of anesthesia.

11
12
13
14
15
16

e fense. There are
50563

Sunday

Daily average distribution for the month of July

Daily

Daily for service

Daily averzge circulation to Advertisers,
and Advertising Agents, etc

average cash circulation

average circulation

TOTAL DAILY AVERAGE

Daily average circulation,
1913

first seven
months,

Daily average circulation first seven
months, 1912

Dally increase over first seven months, 1912

Gain over June, 1913

1 solemnly swear that the foregolng statement of circulation is
true and correct. Al: A. KEMPER, Circulation Manager.
Subscribed and sworn to before me this second day of August, 1913,
KARL L. ALLISON, Notary Public. *
My commission expires April 26th, 1916.

State News in a Brief Form

Terre Haute—Alleging that {llegal | was at home sleeping. Socks, who had
voters turned the tide in the option been frog hunting, got separated from
election, the “drys” will file contest |the rest of the party, and thinking
proceedings with the county commis- |they had played a joke on him, he
sioners, walked home and went to bed. l

Winchester—The Hon. Fred Cald-| Gary—The Woman's Home MIission- If one could utilize the energy of a
well of this ¢ity has been appointed ary Society, holding a convention here, | ¢4 of radium through a space of thir-
to membership on the appellate court decided yesterday to accept the gift! o years it would be sufficient to drive
bench by Governor Ralston. gcr the Gary Methodist church, and be- | a ship of 15,000 tons, with engines of

|Ein the erection of a settlement house | 15000 horsepower. at a rate of fifteen
to cost §6,000. knots throughout the whole thirty

Lafayette—Mayor Durgan has noti | years. To do this 1,500,000 tons of coal
fied the Bell and the Lafayette 'P]C"I_ are actually required, says the cw
phone companies, operating in this| Tribune.
city, that they must make phbysical|! Phese are not fanciful figures, for the
connections and exchange service in energy Is there, though, as & matter of
five days. Mayor Durgan is acting| fact, it is unlikely that man will ever
under the new public utilities law. | produce much more than half an

Hammond-—Milo Mast, a brakeman | gunce of radium a year.
on the Lake Shore, resigned after Still, the fact Is important for this
viewing the body of a brakeman who | reason—that science is convinced that
fished out apparently dead. :\"ei[-’.h‘imm hml.-n aalien b3 the/card: the radium In radium bromide is not
bors rolled him on a barrel for thirty | Bttw_llng Green—Lawrence Harris. | the only element which possesses this
minutes, restoring life. He is expect-|°f ¢ hicago, was teaching his boy to| marvelous #ore of energy, but that the

to ‘Jive: swim in the “old swimmin’ hole,”| calelum in gypsum and the sodinm in
South Bend—Living in a log eabin|When the boy got beyond his depth and | common sait contain also this energy,
and working in the fields, Raymond |¥2s drowned, despite the father's| content. {
Fairchild, 17, and Mildred Gayman, |frantic efforts to save him. The evidence of the wonderful atomie
16, were trying to get enough money S — energies In the common elements of
to get married. The children disap- CARD OF THANKS. everyday material is rapidly accumu.
peared from the city three weks ago We desire to extend our heartfeit| lating, and scientists are of the oplnlod

Lafayette—News has been received thanks to our many friends for their| that perhaps these same disgoveries
of the death of Walter Gosswein at kindness and sympathy extended to! may in time alter the whole future of
Gossweln was a junior |us during the ililness and death of our| the human race.
beloved wife and mother.

S. F. Thomas and Children.

ENERGY OF RADIUM.

One Ton of It Would Equal In Power
1,500,000 Tons of Coal.

Newcastie—The Henry county fair
will be held here, beginning August |
12, and last four days. !

New Albany—Rather than appear
before the police and answer
questions regarding a robbery of which
she was supposed to have informa-
tion, Mrs. Sarah Fakes Stockdale, 25,
drank carbolic acid.

Evansville—After falling into a cis-|
and remaining there for fifteen
minutes, James Townsend, 11, was

Muncie—It took the jury just twen-
ty-minutes to find Clarence Smith -
guilty of running a “blind tiger.” He Southern Belgium is likely to ob-
was fined $100. |tain a great water supply from an

Shelbyville—While his friends were  underground lake which was discov-
drageging Little Blue river in a vain ered a short time ago. At present it
to find his body, Ray Socks is dependent on rainwater.

]
R —— R

In the southern states alone negroes
are proprietors of ten thousand gen-
eral stores, three hundred pharmaci

inllitutlonq

and fifty-seven banking

In the entire country they own twen-
ty million acres of land and more
:than six hundred thousand houses.

— = - = = - pmm——— . S—— ————

By A. G. Gree

“I—Mr.

- -

A e o l

“You would not have told me If yo8
weren't stralght. A—a crook, as the
rdffian sald, would have traded on my
credulity. Mr. Oakley, you're a very
young man. The past s your own af-
falr Ik is dead Let it lle. Who am
1 to judge you?

“It isn't dead.” sald Jim awiftly, and
his cheeks were burning. "The mén-—
the ruffian, you call him—is Nippee
Eaton, a pal of mine—no stranger. Trus,
I knew nothing of his coming. 1 broke
with him fioally six months ago. But
I knew him and he knew me. Once ) 4
did him a good turn He's never forgot-
ten It He lled to save me, Mr Slopas
He never <ouched the stone His story

—€004 leavens, how ocould anyone be-
Heve so prepostercus & yarm? 1 took
the emerald.™

;Jnmn"'

he old face was Thast! Bors
ror. Ms astonishment, Iits :cr::r“

“He thought ! meant to steal it as
you do,"” went om Jim rhaking his
hfad. “T can’t hope to convinece you of
the truth. 1 took It lifted it up, won-
dering if It was real I carried it teo
the window. ] sawear the es of steal-
Ing it never entered my Bead. Thea
I heard you coming. A gullty econ-
science, Mr, Bloane—g sullty con-
science. 1 had not time to get Back
With It to the treasure-table 1 slid 3
I::de: the brim of my cap and

® two on to the table w
upset. I was afrald—aframd o?%ri?ﬁ
Pasi. my own reputation: afraid you'd
ses & hurried movement; afram of your
suspicions. That is the trath, Mr.
Sloane, incredible as It muse sound. I
don’t expect you to belleve me; I
don’t even hope that you will™ :

“You accused me of believing & pre
p?lterou. story.” sald Mr. Sloane, and

is face was wet, for all its pallor. and
his eves serene, for all the rednesy of
the rima "Am I to belleve this —that
& crook gives himself AWAY unNneces-
sarily, pltches a tale =& preposterous
tale. to decelve an old man when no
Decessity exists, when slience serves
him best and a closed mouth is all that
circumstance requires? Or am [ to be-
lleve that an honest man scorns a lle
2nd 4 half-truth; that an honest man
tells me the whbole truth, careless thag
it Injures him, careless of Its seeming
incredulity, decause he'd take nothing
from ;n. with::t my knowing all? Itvs
easy for me decide. James Oak
your hand ™ > = sy

Jim Oakley has worked out Ms re<
demption, and he says that it was his
wife who Grsi pul bl on e upe
ward road ~ b

Sloane, it—it is a mistake I hope elther. T've
wronged you, Insulted you. I apoin-
Rize sincerely, sir, humbly. But you'll
own things looked black against vouw™

"Why should you suspect me?" sald
Jim quietly.

Mr. Sloane paused. blinked at the
young man, then suddenly eame for-
ward, laying his hands on tne othe™s
shoulders

“I'll be frank, absolutely frank™
sald. “I'm yoyur uncles executor, Mr.
Oakley. His will, under which [ in-
herited, showed the extent of hls con-
fidence In me. The moley #as nut |n
reality to be mine. I was to hold ‘t m
trust till—tiil, to use his own a&avurd:
time and experience made a man »°¢
you, his nephew, James Oakley He
disapproved of your mode of life. He
wanted to teach yYou & lesson 1 was
to walt till I heard that you wers at
work—at honest work For wsoms
vears l've had—to be blunt, Mr. Oak-
lev—bad of you o m of
them 1 believed to be ecxaggca‘el
others | refused to credit. | remam-
bered those reporis when } found the
emerald missing.”

“Did they accuse me of—theft?" asked
Jim. sternly.

“Yes, sir,
wrong {rom

you won't ba,

He got no farther.

before which
were parted.
1ittle man,

For suddenly the
the Jttie table
A man, a lean,

with twitching features,

into the reom. Jim Oakley gave
absirp cry. Mr. Sloane's hand shot to
&8 he shouted:

of you! A conspiraey! A" ——
the little man =hook his head,

“Two
But he
No conspiracy; nothing |lke " he
“it's only this: Crook
burglar, tos, maybe. and

may be,

allow another
here

to take my place 1
iong before this gentleman;
he sald so. I
¢emerald In
wncket., when I heard him coming.™
He nodded niz head in Jim's direction.
did no: glance him,
Every one knows—lsastways, every
he went on, “‘abou
Sioans, and many's
Bu:
poss.Ooile atl night—you're 109
for that—so I had to come by
I hid belhind the curitains there,
when vyou noticed the stone was
ne, I guessed I'd have no change to
clear. My idea was to let you find
emerald without findng me. Then,
realized there'd been no rob-
1 guesgad ] might =lip away. The
table stood handy: I siid the stone
the cap It's an attemdt, Mr
iin® more. 1 guess you'll not
‘e, Seeing you've the sicne

-t

2 reporis

Mr.

coilection,

ant

of theft. 1 knew they were
the first, sir. Then I heard
that you were looking for a secretary-
ship. It delighted me, thrilled me I
began to hope the period of my trustee-
ship was over, that I might hand your
uncle's fortune over to you."”

“Mr; Sloane, you left the treasure table
open as trap.” sald Jim, slowly.

“Sany as & test. God forgive me, 1
214, mumbied ths oid man, contritely.
“Forgive me; I've behaved abominably.
To show you how real my sorrow (a, et
me !mmedlately execute the deed; it Is
already engrossed and omly awalts wsig-
nature, by which the Oakley estate Is
transferred to you. Two servantis can
witness it Ring the bell, Mr. Oakley.”

Jim Oakley took one step toward the
firepluce. Then his hands clenched He
stood still, swaying a little, bhis back oa
his host

“Walt, Mr. Sicane.”™ he bdegan, heavily.
“What !f [ were to teil you that the re-
ports were true? That I was a thief?
That I consoried with the cleverest crim-
fmals in Europe? That omly for six
months have I ran straight—enly aix
months. only since I looked Imto a good
woman's eyes and with hers saw the
villaln T had becomeT"

“1 should not believe you, Mr. Oakley.”

“Yet it's true”™

The cid man siowly crossed to his side
and pesred uwp inte s face

¥
i

Jane.
Vil

Mr Sloane had listened open-
to the astounding story.
among thleves” pliped the
“You've heard the saying’
hard, Mr. Sloane.”
“Don't Mr. Sloane me!” bellowed the
gentleman, scuddenly recover'ng
self “Don’'t Mr. Sloans me sir!
heard sach a prepostercvas
ertinent audacity Iin my
deliberately attempt to bar-
and then, to my very face,
about hopor among thieves!

sayin’ good
lean man
upset jyou,

“Honor

be

“P'raps TI'd bettar be
suggested the
**I don't want to

Sioane, I™

He darted to the door, flung 1t wide,
behind him.

Mr. Sioane took three strides in pur-

“By Jjove, Mr Oakley™ he puffsad,
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