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ot 3B Copyright 1007, By Thomas H. McEKce. *“'Dey ain’t pone in no place around. 1 been clean Club member wWho cOuid gel within bhearing distan ¢ v \ v ’ Suite 3 Waldort
TODERICIK was in a warried and ill-tempered over (o Ate Av'noo. Dey suys some guy bought ‘em that might Eliis L . . . b G od a Walling : rders and got
frame of mind, ile was stalking up and down all out to-day.’ Bu:.” said Broderick, “can't you give s a gyses — e y - Sy iha weEnt on th ks 2 " Elinore
plrking up magazines from the table of the “We all laughed and | walked cut, but it suddenls as to what he wanted with a hundred thouzand papet e T . - =T y Nalors g up she Lade me goo
P H 1 Helore guid up s8he N X € e
Cit= library aud trying to read them, only to  slruck me as extremely queer tha! any man who napkins, purchased at the retall stores, whirh he iy : . ! S
ey Lark w n rOSEATY eally wanted a large uantily of ner papkins cou | ' ridiculously B 1651 o Ak eni " -
hurt them Lacrk with so much unpe SEATY rea W ed a Arge quanti ol pape) Lapein couid have Dbought at a ridicu 1sly low whaole- SpeEd W 2l ; A : - i \ 1 WV a ng. begzin to-morrow morning and
aoizse that | sald to him: hould aot iglephone 4 whulesale house. He would gale? |sn't there anything on which to hang o con- y ' : ; AT E T3 ES YOu 't @ & ]
“See here, Brod, several of vour bumble fellow- bave saved time, mouey and troubje. There was no jecture? sud belor aparimo I'nas
members are irving to read W hat wrong with  excuse such as the wholesale stores being closed, for “Frapkly, old man, | am more puzzied than | was @ Y i X the evening and 3~
y
you? What has upsetl you? Jf you won't tell me, at it wae Tuesday in the middle of the day that he was in the beginning, for | have satsfied mys=if thal ou Avenur o ; i - . noueh
least stop your rumpls.”’ buying and everything was wide open 1o ail New of my two hundred barely possible explagations o “ od W } ; - . i d v it . nd a law ] sisy and
He turned on me sharply York On my way home | passed two places ihat our fits Lthe facts | have o ne fainteet Elimme-r siadd A z . : o W ia ay
“It is the sight of you or rather the rememhbrance might sell paper napkins and 1 went in. Both were of light on the real ‘why'.” 0 wa g ' 3 s 1 1 pa 1 he sa
of what you stand for thal keeps me from forgeiting sald fut Both had sold 19 a hundsome youne man I'here was a long pause, then me une veniyred i
whatl iz on my m s Hang it! 1 may as well tell The last place was on Broadway close to Fifty-seveuth a remark and soon the whole piace was a-hut w
vou Street, more than a mile {from lLangstadler's Now, he talic of the bLewildered viil memliers: .
- A th F o ra 1 A Yo by - oy 1 . -_ 1151 Wi Rant ust o mom=st tid Revoolds T
A doren other men about pricked up their ears Lawrcace Rand, Prince of Prrers—iell me Wit i1 4 . + Rl g
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*You and your partner Rund are professionai - fellow wanted with all those broken lots ol paper ! ! ! '
) . . #ye and ear apecial who dimed with ms Lgh
vestigaiors of the problems and pazzles of this napkins:
He and 1 agree that on lost Tuesday evening about
troubled human life. 11¢ 1= the cleverest man alive Flhere was a little nervous langhter among the as- .
seven o clotk We saw 4 young man o evening dross
1 you— +il. vou know how to look wise I am sembled o but it was plai to me that the simple e, :
£RU You—waoil, e now 1 to lookK : ibied men, but 1 Al R R ur in the Waldorf-Astoria who answers your descriplion,
tormentied by a decire lo fell you, or somehody who problem had sunk deep into their minds particularly the white scar on the red ear. Dr. Reiter
can think it oul, a perfecily foolish, entirely absurd 11 adds nothipg to the main thread of this story noticed it, being interested ip such things, and men-
ecl of circumstanurs which has come under my noftice to say that inside of an hour every man in the club Uoned il to me
. . . , : . “Conte on, Dunk, I think we have hit the trail,”
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cried Rant.
ing my curiosity.” evening we have ever had ensuced. lmagine one Lun-
“Why =o0?
Thae whole room was lislening. dred men cudgeling their braing for probable ex-

“Well, that little scar observed o definitely and
“Curiosity is the broom of the mind, An nnex- nlanations of this odd but most trivial occurrence. 1

carefully by a specia

ist like Dr. Reiter is a clincher
plained fact passe] over s the beginning of mental mention it merely to show how many of us are much on ideniity. He, doubtless, was living at the Wal-
uniidiness,” sai! l.owrence Rand’s quiet, distinet voice more curious than we will admit do-f i-el us go and ses.™

from the doorway behind us, “(ro on, Uroderick, per- In ha!f an hour we koew from a dozen porters and

Next morning, at Rand's suggestion 1 telephoned

; ) . § . lerks tlia Ore wWas sl a gues » hi t be
Rhaps the trivial will lead to the important, the jobbing houses downtown and soon found that clerks that there was such a guest. He had not been

b o 1rstier *ans 1 T 3 e - 1 he
“Well, I will, on one condition. You two are not ihe few that handied paper mapkins bad received no there long. Node knew his mame or room number,

fn this business for the entertainment you derive ynysual orders; In fact, no orders from dealers or W all had seen him,

from it and I suppose you know that | am not likely individuals not known to them. In a word, before “RBut, sec here,” said Rand to the head bell-boy

when wo were about at the end of our string, “'to what

to embarrass mysell when 1 ask yvou to undertake this we left the house, we were sure that oyr mysierious
roont in this notel did several hundred packages go IT WAS RATHER AN AWKWARD SITUATION.

¢ase on 4 generous retainer and pursue it to a finish young buyer of paper napkins had contined his efforts
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at my cost, to the retail field. on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesda a pebble from our ear into his and then swung into She did not come, but sent me a note tastesd
VKT " : : : ) . “Suite 501, sir,” the man apswered instantly _ . )
Very well,” sald Rand. The listening members, We went first to Langstadter’s and then the neigh- the first side road It happened to be the one to This is it
b o 2 i 1 “"How da yoiu know?”
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. “There was moie smal! square stuff went into that
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“Ng. no Don't go, vou fellows. | wanl eve: yhody we kit downin Sinper abltie sizd. the Beidihad heen place them Jdays inan fYer se pefore n any jo
: 7 ; ' ' svar-Been: | rrearehody i uszt ask the hill hezan to teil and in a moment we were almost dersehen.’
io hear this, oniy don't laugh at me. Last night just awept clean and the facts before us were {hese ever heen in. Everybody knows it Just ask the floor 1
A X " " 11 here™ lonesid - e rw f y
pefore six o'cleck | went into Langstadter's station- s o ” staff up there. alongside. I walked the ficor fwo hours, then packed uwp anll
I'ha buyer of the napkins was a handsome fellow 3 i . -
ery stora on Sixth Avenue just south of Herald Square it thitty ¥ears: credtet i s dar xa it with Raud now seated his full cass {o the management “Ah, thunder, vou've go* me!” he called back, got out, and that is all T know.”
Gl apau i ears, o *HEE 1 ar A SAUVK slUlt i
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and asked for a dozen @aper napkins. | wanted just 2 pif atripe: & black derby and-patent I6Rther GULIGH: A N t ! : throwing out the gear Rand started to speak, but changed his mind and
’ ; ’ . o » i 3 “Mr, William Wallinz, Chirage. who had arrived
that =ort of pdpl"l“ on which to lay some damp speci- shoes. His oyelifows Were black and Reavy. “The fefi i ‘ e had 1 “Sorry to chase vou away up here on a small mat- bscked the car
A " i P . " sunday ight, with a sunt-case only, He had bhaggage
mens to dry, and it occurred to me that paper nap ) . inday nigh ith a I a 14} CEAL
. : paf 2 npper incisor was of gold and there was a white tri- S . ! 3 ' ter, wy dear eir,” answersd Rand. /0 less than an hour we drew up in frost of the
Lhias were guite what 1 wanted. A pretty little black- : cheeks bt had been wunabie to met hiz trunks and
angular scar on one ear-top. His ears wore the dark o o WedieREss GIFhl. "Thers wer P — “Ts heing mads corespondent, though inno~ent in big hotel that had harbored our mystery,
eved woman behind the counter spoke up when | y 5 ) 1ad el edunesday. nigh re were no jeiepaone
- red of a healthy vigorous man of his tyvpe. This de- : . S S = R on of N e 5
stated my requirements: calls or messenger cails on his bill and he received no a stage divorere suil, a emall matter for the son of a Mrs. Elinore Kent was =till a guest. She was t®

scription was carefully pieced out of more than one ) ) 1d . Th 1 tt a be P 1 r 1 t
= - mail that they couid recal ihat was a e oliice G vernor who mas e resident i iis amily be- s2ail in the morning by the }{qmb||rt-Ampr'“n 1]
W a— " sl ’ : 2 3 s na,
I am esorrv,’ she said, 'but we bave just gold hundred versions of his appearance,

every one we had.’ We s fotind 41 we had i b th v comid e haves? Oh, well, toss me your gubpoena ™ Yes ghe would see the manager and his friends.
e 500 nnr at e n: Nugh s 11 e p X -.
b \ n foun 1at iti bought ou pap It is only by chance that | have anything to add “11 . N 1t N
“‘Nonsense, there are nine gross down in that e . ) A 1ave no subpoena,” answered Rand. was rather an awkward situation. A mos! ate
napkin stock of every store in a cirele the approx- 16 THik Slooy Chanee? oo Balv DY TeEs ¢
third drawer," said a man behind the counter : : iy » S i : ' =0 e “"Well. I'll be—Say, what do vou want with me?” tractive voung thing she was, surrounded b
! 4y i e imate centre of which was about Madison Square [’ wondertin sense OF heroebiion; ‘Dirss \redis o Lk - g i . S, surroun Y a per-
uo b > J SRt . £ 2 1
“*No, they are ail gone,' corrected the woman; when we checked | T The tot: it his ) “1T want first to inquire if yon are the Mr. Witlliam feet maelstrom of feminine trifles
o hen we cheecked it off on the map, Th otal of hiz had gotie by without one zew fact being adduced. 1 \ n trifi laid outl to go in
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even the broken lots. A young man came in here ywirchases was about one hundred thousand nankins ] iling who acc S 5 aid
= 1 0 i y0usaAng pRin l'om Rahway and T kept watch on the Ne York Walling who occupied Suite 501 at the Waidorf for her trunks.

1 a rush just before lunch to-day aud asked for all pach case he he arried away the ‘hets himself : ~T ‘
i in each case he had carried away the/pac s stores, wholesale and retail, by occasional telephon- f{hrees days three weeks agzo She was very angry when Rand broached the sub-
2be paper napkins I had He got fourteen hundred r whe . WOre Sy reo had calle r >
) E : or when they were very large had called for them
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| 2 : but it never was. The part the napkins had played in  ready, but I was at the Waldorf as Mr. Walling. Yes”  won her over.
o - H . - — i * =ai ‘% an i o that g o o n 1 St ree lsa at . -
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£ e nladen tnaE s Thirtyitaurih Strest where they: Kadl & larse Well, Mr. Macready, T am a paid investigator and “Well, if you must krow a little, T will t=l] vou al.
=—he may have been the proprietor of the place, judg- one in Thirty-fourth Sir At TR Aatint] ) A Rand, Tom Rahway and I were leaving the Van 1 T , . .
‘ " ey b 5 S aEes e TN ’ = - . il yoni ! Lt you to tell ma faor a curi. am the oniv child of Rus=i rince
— 1l ge 'ross the street stod e cneerfl onchalant ners were those of : - . youil be S0 goo want you id of a Russian prince. My father
ing from his manner—'1 will gend acro he stres stock. His cneerful, nonchalant ma ( Norden Building on Fifth Avenie on tbe twentieth
t some.” Cesterner st hi about h snecgesied 1he i ) aus cli=not what you wanted with all those paper and rmaother both die e hil
and gel soms a Western and nothing abou im £E 1 of June, when just as we reached the curb a big red v 3 both died when 1 wa=s a child and left
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was the tell-iale ear., | asked no question, for ! koew
: wien I met at lunch oi the train between Buffalo and was a vast fortune He died and 1 rememberad 1
that was the point, In front of the bank swod a S ’ 4 membered the
vacant Mercades, which I recognized as belonging to New York a tall, spiendid, gray-eyed young woman Little des.gn I pictured it every night and morning
a friend of ours. Rand caught sight of it as he dressed in black, perkaps you would =ay mourning my mind while in a convent in Fraoce. | was her
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whirled about seeking means to follow., Without a We began with weather talk and 1 found oul she was n New York two yrars ago and one day in the win-
wora o prang I« Il apd Was aiready opening up as tTuRsian Before we leit lie diginz-ca sh ‘ dow of a el ore 1 Saw a paper F‘.-‘ap‘-l‘i wilh re
Tom Rahwdy and 1 «lambered into the rear soat. - )
me suddenly PXa design in purple in the corne When | went
We Jost time by being under the necessity of turn-
- ; ; - You are a nge O1are 1 na ! T agair was vary 810k I bad Inld my secret
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