
MESSAGE BY M'KINLEY.

JEzecutive Asks Discretionary
Power to Intervene.

m NOT CALL CUBA FREE.

¦c Opposes Recognition ot the Insurgent

Government.

EXHAUSTIVE REVIEW OF FACTS

Whole Perplexing Situation Is Laid

Before Congress.

fmUcat Asks Anthorlty to Take

' measure*, for the Termination of

Hauttllties in Cuba - Would Use

Arm; and Navy If Necessary—Only

Kspc of Relief from u Condition

Which Can No Longer He; Endured

IsKnforced Pacification of the Island

—Maine Disaster Showed that Spain

Cannot Protect Neutrals in Her Own

Porta.

President McKinley on Monday sent his

Onban message to Congress. He favors

Intervention to terminate hostilities in the

Inland and asks discretionary authority,

hat opposes recognition of present Cuban

government. The full text of the uies-

,aage follows:

Obedient to that precept of the constitu-

tion which commands the President to

give from time to time the Congress in-

formation of tlie state of the Union and

to recommend to their consideration such

measures as he shall judge necessary and

expedient, it becomes my duty now to ad-

dress your body with regard to the grave

crisis that lias.ariseu In the relations of

the United States to Spaiii by reason of

•the warfare that for more than three

Jyears has raged in the neighboring island

¦of Cuba. I do so because of the intimate

•connection of the Cuban question with the

¦tate of our own Union and the grave

relation the.course which it is now incum-

bent upon the nation to adopt must needs

bear to the traditional policy of our Gov-

'Cromeut if it is to accord with the pre-

kepts laid down by the founders of the

{republic und religiously observed by suc-

(oeeding administrations to th.e present

jtlay.
The present revolution is but the suc-

cessor of other similar insurrections which

jlare occurred in Cuba against the dpniin-
llon of Spain, extending over a period of

(nearly half a century, each of which, dur-

ing its progress, has subjected the United

(States to great effort and expense in en-

ifprcing its neutrality laws, caused enor-

mous tosses to American trade and

•commerce, caused irritation, annoyance

>aud disturbance .among our citizens and

by the exercise of cruel, barbarous and

•uncivilized practices of warfare, shocked

(the sensibilities and offended the humane

of our people.
Ravaged by Five and Sword.

Since the present revolution began in

(February, 181)5, this country has seen the

(fertile domain at our threshold ravaged by
•fire and sword in the course of a struggle

(•nequaled in the history of the island and

.rarely paralleled ns to the number of the

•ombatants and the bitterness of the cou-

rtest by any revolution of modern times

,where a dependent people, striving tg be

ifree, have been opposed by the power of

¦the sovereign state. Our people have be-

held a once prosperous community reduc-
ed to comparative want, its commerce vi-

rtually paralyzed, its exceptional produc-
tiveness diminished,'its fields laid whste,
jits mills in ruins and its people perishing
by tens of thousands from hunger and

(destitution. We have found ourselves

•constrained, in the observance of that
strict neutrality which our laws enjoin
•and which the law of nations commands,
to police our own waters und Watch our

seaports in prevention of any unlaw-
ful act in aid of the Cubans. Our trade
has suffered, the capital invested by our

citizens in Cuba has been largely lost and
the temper and forbearance of our peo-

iplc have been so sorely tried as to beget
(a perilous unrest among our own citi-

zens, which has inevitably found its ex-

pression from time to time in the national
legislature, so thut issues wholly external

;to our own body politic engross attention
{and ataud in the way of that close devo-

4mi* to domestic advancement that be-

jcomes a self-contented commonwealth
• whose primal maxim has been the avoid-

ance of all foreign entanglements. All

'this must needs awaken, and has, indeed,

jaroused the utmost concern ou the,part of
•this Government 11s well during my prede-
•ceusor's term as my own.

1
Evils of Reconcentration.

' In April, 1890, the evils from which our

•country suffered through the Cuban war

{became so onerous that my predecessor
jtttade an effort to bring about a peace

(through the mediation of this Government

M|ymjM|uthnt might tend to an honor-
contest between
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isolated places held by the troops. The

raising and movement of provisions of all
kinds were interdicted. The fields were

laid waste, dwellings unroofed and fired,
mills destroyed, and, iu short, everything
that could desolate the land and render it

unfit for human habitation or support waa

commanded by one or the other of the

contending parties and executed by all

the powers at their disposal.
Herded in the Towns.

By the time the present administration

took office a year ago reconeentration —so-

ealled—had been made effective over the

better part of the Tour central and west-

ern provinces—Santa Clara. Matauzas,

Havana and Pinar del Rio. -The agricul-

tural population, to the estimated num-

ber of 300,000 or more, was herded with-

in the towns and their immediate vicin-

age, deprived of the meaus of support,
rendered destitute of shelter, left poorly
clad and exposed to the most unsanitary

conditions.
As the scarcity of food increased with

the devastation of the depopulated areas

of production, destitution and want be-

came misery and starvation. Month by
month the death rate increased in an

alarming ratio. By March, 1897, accord-

ing to conservative estimates from offi-

cial Spanish sources, the mortality among

the reeoneentrudos from starvation and

the disease thereto incident exceeded 50

per centum of their total number. No

practical relief was'accorded to the des-

titute. The overburdened towns, already

suffering from the general dearth, could

give no aid. So-called zone* of cultiva-

tion, established within the immediate

area of effective military control about

the cities and fortified camps, proved illus-

ory as a remedy for the suffering. The

unfortunates, being for the most part
women and children, with aged and help-
loss men, enfeebled by disease and hun-

ger, could not have tilled the soil without

tools, seed or shelter for their own sup-

port or for the supply of the cities, lte-

coucentration, ndopted avowedly as a war

measure in order to cut off the resources

of the insurgents, worked its predestined
result. As I said in my message of last

December, it was not civilized warfare; it

was extermination. The only peace it

could beget was that of the wilderness

and the grave.

Meanwhile the military situation in the

island had undergone a noticeable change.

The extraordinary activity that charac-

terized the second year Of the war, when

the insurgents invaded even the hitherto

unharmed fields of Pinar del Bio, and

carried havoc and destitution up to the

walls of the city of Havana itself, had

relapsed into a dogged struggle in the

central and eastern provinces. The Span-
ish arms regained a measure of control

in Pinar del Bio and parts of Havana, but

under the existing conditions of the rural

country, without immediate improvement
of their productive situation. Even thus

partially restricted the revolutionists held

their own, and their submission, put for-

ward by Spain as the essential nnd sole

basis of peace, seemed as far distant as

at the outset.

Promise of Autonomy.

In this state of alTairs my administra-
tion found itself confronted with the

Brave problem of its duty. My message

of last December reviewed the situation

and detailed the steiie taken with a view

of relieving its acuteness and opening the

way to some form of honorable settle-

ment. The assassination of the prime
minister,*"Cnnbvfls, led to a change of gov-

ernment in Spain. The former adminis-

tration, pledged to subjugation without
concession, gave place to that of a more

liberal party, committed long in advance

to a policy of reform involving the wider

principle of home rule for Cuba and Pu-
erto Rico. The overtures of this gov-

ernment, made through its new envoy,
General Woodford, and looking to an im-

mediate and effective amelioration of the

condition of the island, although not ac-

cepted to the extent of admitted media-

tion in any shape, were met by assurances

that home rule, in an advanced phase,
would be forthwith offered to Cuba, with-
out waiting for the war to end, and that
more humane methods should thenceforth

prevail in the conduct of hostilities. In-

cidentally with these declarations the
new government of Spain continued and

completed the policy already begun by its

testifying friendly regard
for this nation by releasing American
citizens held under one charge or an-

other conuectea with the insurrection, so
that by the end of November not a single
person entitled in any way to our national

protection remained in a Spanish prison.
While these negotiations were in prog-

ress the increasing destitution of the un-

fortunate reconceutrados and the alarm-
ing mortality among them claimed ear-

liest attention. The success which had
attended the limited measure of relief
among them by the judicious expenditure
through the consular agencies of the
money appropriated expressly for their
succor by the joint resolution approved

May 24, 1807, prompted the humane ex-

tension of n similar scheme of aid to the

great liody of sufferers; A suggestion to

this end was acquiesced in by the Span-
ish authorities.

On the 24th of December last I caused
to be issued ail appeal to the American

people, inviting contributions in money or

in kind for the succor of the starving suf-

ferers in Cuba, following this on the Bth
of-January by a similar public announce-

ment of the formation of a central Cuban
relief committee, with headquarters in

New York City, composed of three mem-

bers representing the American National

Sed
Cross and the religious and business

omenta bt the community. The efforts

of that committee have been untiring ana

accomplished much. Arrangements for

free transportation to Cuba haTe greatly
aided the charitable work. The president
of the American Ited Cross and represent-
atives of other contributory organizations
have generously' visited Cuba and eo-op-

erated with the Consul General and the

local authorities to make effective distri-

mtlon of the relief collected through the

efforts of the central committee. Nearly

$200,000 in money and supplies has al-

ready reached the sufferers, and more is

forthcoming. The supplies are admitted

duty free, and transportation to the in-

terior has been arranged, so that the re-

lief, at first necessarily confined to Ha-

vana and the larger cities, is now ex-

tended through most, if not all, of the

towns where suffering exists. Thousands
of lives have already been saved.

I^^Keconcent ratio Order Revoked.

~
Bb necessity for a charge in the condi-

re'coucentratios is recognized

¦Hfiilißtoanmh government. Within a
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Realizing this, it appeared to be my

duly, in a spirit of true friendliness, no

less to Spain than to the Cubans, who

have so much, to lose by the prolongation
of the struggle, to seek to bring about an

immediate termination of the war. To

this end, I submitted, on the 27th ultimo,

as a result of much representation and

correspondence, through the United

States minister at Madrid, propositions to

the Spanish government looking to an

armistice until Oet. 1 for the negotiation
of peace with the good offices of the Pres-

ident.

In addition I asked the immediate revo-

cation of the order of reconcentration. so

as to permit the people to return to their

farms and the needy to be relieved with

provisions and supplies from the United

States, co-operating with the Spanish
authorities so as to afford full relief.

The reply of the Spanish cabinet was

received on the night of the 31st ultimo.

It offers, as the means to bring about

peace in Cuba, to confide the preparation
thereof to the insular department, inas-

much as the concurrence of that body

would be necessary to reach a final result,
it being, however, understood, that the

powers reserved by the constitution to

the central government are not lessened

or diminished. As the Cuban parliament
does not meet until the 4th of May next,
the Spanish government would not object,
for its p%rt, to accept at once a suspen-
sion of hostilities, if asked for by the in-

surgents from the general in chief, to

whom it would pertain, in such case, to

determine the duration aud conditions of

the armistice.

The propositions submitted by General
Woodford and the reply of tin* Spanish
government were both in the form of

brief memoranda, the texts of which are

before me, aud are substantially in the

language above given. The function of
the Cuban parliament in the matter of

“preparing” peace and the manner of its

doing so are not expressed in the Span-
ish memorandum; but from General

Woodford’s explanatory reports of pre-

liminary discussions preceding the final

conference.it is understood that the Span-
ish government stands ready to give the

insular congress full powers to settle the
terms of peace with the insurgents,
whether by direct negotiation or indirect-

ly by means of legislation does not ap-

pear.
‘

With this last overture in the direction

of immediate peace and its disappointing
reception by Spain the executive was

brought to the end of his effort,
Three Measures Left.

In my annual message of December
last 1 said:

“Of tlie untried measures three remain:
Recognition of the insurgents as belliger-
ents; recognition of the independence of

Cuba; neutral intervention to end the war

by imposing a rational compromise be-

tween the contestants nnd intervention in

favor of one or the other party. I speak
not of forcible annexation, for that can-

not be thought of. That, by our code of

morality, would be criminal aggression.”
Thereupon I reviewed these alterna-

tives, in the light of President Grant’s

measured words, littered in 1875, when,
lifter seven years of sanguinary, destruct-

ive and cruel barbarities in Cuba, he

reached the conclusion that tiie recogni-

tion of the independence of Cuba was im-

practicable and indefensible; and that the
recognition of belligerence was not war-

ranted by the facts, according to the tests

of public law. I commented especially
u|>on the latter aspect of the question,
pointing out the inconveniences and posi-
tive dangers of a recognition of belliger-
ency which, while adding to the already
onerous burdens of neutrality within our

own jurisdiction, could not in any way

extend our influence or effective offices in

the territory of hostilities.

Nothing has since occurred to change
my view in this regard—nnd I ’recognize
as fully now as then that the issue of a

proclamation of neutrality, by which

process the so-called recognition of bel-

ligerence is published could, of itself and
unattended by other action, accomplish
nothing toward the one end for which we

labor, tlie instant pacification of Cuba
and the cessation of the misery that af-
flicts the istaud.

Jackson on Recognition.
Turning to, the question of recognizing at

this time the Independence of the present
insurgent government in Cuba, we find safe

precedents In our history from an early

day. They are well summed up iu President

Jackson's message to Congress Dec. 31, 1836,
on the subject of the recognition of the Inde-

pendence of Texas. He said. “In all the
contests that have arisen out of the revolu-

tions of France, out of the disputes relating
to the crews of Portugal aud Spain, out op

the separation pf the American possessions
of both from the EuroiTtan governments aud
out of the numerous and constantly occur-

ring struggles for dominion In Spanish Amer-

ica, so wisely consistent with our Just prin-
ciples has been the action of our govern-
ment that we have, under the most critical
circumstances, avoided all censure and en-

countered 110 other evil than that produced
by a transient estrangement of good will in

those against whom we have been by force

of evidence compelled to decide.

“It has thus made known to the world that
the uniform policy and practice of the Uni-
ted States is to avoid all Interference in dis-

putes which merely relate to the Internal

government of other nations, and eventually
to recognize the authority of the prevailing
party without reference to our particular in-
terests and views as to the merits of the

original controversy.
“But on this, as on every other trying

occasion, safety Is to be found In a rigid ad-
herence to principle.

“In the contest between Spain and the re-

volted’ OOloales we stood aloof and waited,
not only until the ability of the new States

to, protect themselves was fully established,

but, until the danger of their being again
subjugated had entirely passed away. Then,
and not until then, were they recognized.
Such was our course in regard to Mexico her-

self.

Case of Texas.

“It Is true tliat With regard to Texas the

civil authority of Mexico has been expelled.
Its Invading urmy defeated, 1 the chief of the

republic himself captured and all present
power to control the newly-organized gov-
ernment annihilated within Us confines.

Hut, on the other hand, there Is, in appear-

ance at least, an Immense disparity of physi-
cal force on the side of Texas. The Mexican

republic, uuder another executive. Is rally-
ing Its forces under a new leader and men-

acing a fresh Invasion to recover Its lost do-
minion.

“Upon the Issue of this threatened Invasion

the Independence of Texas may be consid-

ered as suspended; and were there nothing
peculiar In the situation of the United States

and Texas, our acknowledgment of Its Inde-

pendence at such a crisis could scarcely be

regarded as consistent with that prudent re-

serve with which we have hitherto held our-

selves bound to treat all similar questions.”
Thereupon Andrew Jackson proceeded to

consider the risk that there might be Im-

puted to the United States motives of selfish

Interest In view of the former claim on our

part .to the territory of Texas aijd of the

avowed purpose of the Texans In seeking rec-

ognition of Independence as an Incident to

the Incorporation of Texas In the Union, con-

cluding thus:

••rrudence, therefore, seems to dictate that

we should still stand aloof and maintain our

present attitude, If not until Mexico itself,
ot one of the great foreign powers, shall rec-

ognize the Independence of the new govern-
ment, at least until the lapse of time or the

course of events shall have proved beyond
cavil or dispute the ability of the people of

that country to maintain their separate sov-

ereignty and to uphold the government con-

stituted by them. .Neither of the contending
purties can Justly complain of this course.

By pursuing It we are but carrying out the
Bong-established policy of our government, a

Bilcy which has secured to us respect and

abroad and lusplred confidence at

!%.. Ktof Independence.
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possessed ot the elements of stability.” and

forming de fseto, “If left to itself, a state

among the nations, reasonably capable of

discharging the duties of state,") has Im-

posed for Us own grievance in dealing with
eases like these the further condition that

recognition of Independent statehood is not

dne to a revolted dependency until the dan-

ger ot its' being again subjugated by the

parent state has entirely passed away. This
extreme test was In fact applied In the case

of Texas. The Congress to whom President
Jackson referred the question as one “prob-
ably leading to war.” and therefore a proper

subject for a “previous understanding with
that body by whom war can alone l>e de-
clared, and by whom all the provisions for

sustaining Its perils must be furnished,” left
the matter of the recognition of Texas to the

discretion of the executive, providing mere-

ly for the sending of a diplomatic agent
when the President should be satisfied that

the republic of Texas had become “an Inde-

pendent state.”
It was so recognized by President Van

Buren, who commissioned a charge d'af-

faires March 7, 1837, after Mexico had aban-

doned an attempt to reconquer the Texan

territory, and when there was at the time

no bona fide contest going on between the

Insurgent province and Its former sovereign.

Grant Favored Intervention.
I’resideut Grant, In 1875, after discussing

the phases of the contest as It then appeared,
aud its hopeless and apparent Indefinite pro-
longation. said:

“in such event I am of opinion that other

nations will be compelled to assume the re-

sponsibility which devolves upon them, and

to seriously consider the only remaining
measures possible, mediation and Interven-
tion. Owing, perhaps, to the large expanse
of water separating the island from the

peninsula, the contending parties appear to
have within themselves no depository of
common confidence, to suggest wisdom when

passion and excitement have their sway,
and ussume the part of peacemaker.

“Iu this view. In the earlier days of the

contest, the good offices of the United States

ns a mediator were tendered in good faith,
without any selfish purpose, In the Interest

of humanity and In sincere friendship for

both parties, but were at the time declined

by Spain with the declaration nevertheless
that at a ,fnture time they would be Indispen-
sable. No Intimation lias been received that

iu the opinion of Spain thut time has been

reached. And yet the strife continues with
nil Its dread horrors nnd all its Injuries to

the Interest of the United States and of
other nations. Each party seems quite capa-
ble of working great injury and damage to

the other, as well as to all the relations and
interests dependent on the existence of

peace in the Island; hut they seem incapable
of reaching any adjustment and both have
thus far failed of achieving any success,

whereby one party shall possess and control
the Island to the exclusion of the other.

Under the circumstances, the agency of

others, cither by mediation or by Interven-

tion, seems to be the only alternative which

must, sooner or later, be invoked for the

termination of the strife.”

Quotes Grover Cleveland.

In the last annual message of my immedi-
ate predecessor during the pending struggle
It was said:

“When the Inability of Spain to deni suc-

cessfully with the insurrection has become

manifest, and it is demonstrated that her

sovereignty is extinct In Cuba for all pur-

poses of its rightful existence, nnd when a

hopeless struggle for Its re-establishment has
degenerated Into a strife which means noth-

ing more than the useless sacrifice of human
life nnd the utter destruction of the very

subject matter of the conflict, a situation
will he presented In Which our obligations
to the sovereignty of Spain will'be super-
seded by higher obligations, which we can

hardly hesitate to recognize and discharge.”
In my annual message to Congress De-

cember last, speaking to this question, I

said:
“The near future willdemonstrate whether

the Indispensable condition of a righteous
pence. Just alike .to the Cubans nnd to Spain
as well as equitable to all our interests so

intimately Involved in the welfare of Cuba,
is likely to be attained. If not, the exig-
ency of further and other action by the
United States will remain to be taken.

When that time comes that action will he

determined in the line of indisputable right
and duty. It will lie faced, without mis-

giving or hesitancy In the light of the obli-

gation this government owes to itself, to the

people who nave confided to It the protection
of their Interests and honor, and to hu-

manity.
“Sure of the right, keeping free from all

offense ourselves, actuated only by upright
and patriotic considerations, moved neither

by passion nor selfishness, the government
will continue Its watchful care over the

rights nnd property of American citizens,
and will abate none of its efforts to bring
about by peaceful agencies a peace which

shall be honorable and enduring. Ifit shall

hereafter appear to be a duty imposed by
our obligations to ourselves, to civilization

and humanity to intervene with force, it

shall he without fault on our part, and only

because the necessity for such action will
he so clear ns to command tUa support and

approval of the civilized world.”

Recognition Not Necessary.
“It Is to be seriously considered whether

the Cuban Insurrection possesses beyond dis-

pute the attributes of statehood w-hieh alone

can demand the recognition of belligerency
in Its favor.” The same requirement must

certainly be no less seriously considered

when the graver Issue of recognizing Inde-

pendence Is In question, for no less positive
test can be applied to the greater act than
to the lesser, while on the other hand, the

Influence and consequences of the struggle
upon the internal policy of the recognizing
state, which form Important factors when
the recognition of belligerency is concerned,
are secondary, If not rightly ellmlnable fac-
tors when tlie real qiiestlon Is whether the

community claiming recognition Is or Is not

Independent beyond pe rad ventare.

Nor from the standpoint of expediency do
I think It would be wise or prudent for this

government to recognize at the present time
the Independence or IBs Cuban re-

public. Such recognition is not necessary In

order to enable the United States to Inter-

vene and pacify the Island. To commit this
country li6w to recognition 0 { any partic-
ular government In Cuba might subject ns

to embarrassing conditions or International
obligation toward the organization so rec-

ognized. In case of Intervention our con-

duct would be subject to the approval or

disapproval of such governments; we would
be required to submit to Its direction and

to assume to It the mere relation of a friend-

ly ally. When it shall appear hereafter that
there Is within the Island a government capa-

ble of performing the duties and discharging
the functions of a separate nation, and hav-

ing ns a matter of fact the proper forms and

attributes ot nationality, sueh government
can be promptly and readily recognized nnd

the relations and Interests of the United
States with sneh nations adjusted.

There remain the alternative forms of In-

tervention to end the war, either as an im-

partial neutral, by Imposing a rational com-

promise between the contestants or as the
active ally of the one party or the other.

As to the first. It Is not to he forgotten that

during the last few months the relations
of the United States have virtually been one
of friendly intervention In many ways, each
not of itself conclusive, but all tending to the
exertion of a potential influence toward an

ultimate pacific result. Just nnd honorable
to nil Interests concerned. The spirit of all
our acts hitherto has been an earnest, un-

selfish desire for peace and prosperity In
Cuba, untarnished by differences between
us and Spain nnd unstained by the blood Of
American citizens.

Grounds for Intervention.
The forcible Intervention of the United

States as a neutral to stop the war. accord-

ing to the large dictates of humanity and'

following many historical precedents where

neighboring states have Interfered to check
the hopeless Sacrifice of life by Internecine
conflicts beyond their borders. Is Justifiable
on rational grounds. It Involves, however,
hostile constraint upon both the parties to
the contest, as well to enforce a truce as to

guide the eventful settlement.

The grounds for such Intervention may be
briefly summarized As follows:

1. In the cause of humanity and to put an

end to the barbarities, bloodshed, ittarva-
tlon and horrible miseries now existing
there, and which the parties to the conflict
are either unable or unwilling to stop or

mitigate. It Is no answer to say this is all

In another country, belonging to another

nation, and Is, therefore, none of our busi-

ness. It la specially our duty, for It is right
at our door.

2. We owe It to our citizens In Cuba to
afford them that protection and Indemnity
for life and property which no government
there can or will afford, and to that end to

terminate the conditions that deprive them

of legaV protection.
3. TheSrjgbt to Intervene may be justified

by the refiisertoug Injury to the commerce*

trade and business ot our people and bjr tk*

wanton destruction, of property and devasta-
tion of the Island:

Fourth.—And which ie of the at meet Im-

portance. The present condition of affaire
In Cuba Is a constant menace to our people,
end entatlr upon thlis'government au enor-

mous expeuse. With such, a, conflict, waged
for years in an Island so wear us, awl with

whicij our people have such trade and busi-

ness relations—when the lives and liberty of

our citizens are In constant danger, end
their property destroyed and' themselves
ruined—where our trading vessels are liable

to Relztire and are.seized at our very door* by
war ships of a foreign, nation, the expedi-
tions of filibustering that we are powerless
to prevent altogether, and the Irritating
questions and entanglements thus arising—-
all those, and others that 1 need not men-

tion, with the resulting strained relation*
are a constant menace to our peace and com-

pel us to keep on a semi-war footing with

a nation with which we are at peace.

Destruction of the Maine.

These elements or danger and disorder al-

ready pointed out have been strikingly Illus-

trated by a tragic event which has deeply
and Justly moved the American people. I

have already transmitted to Congress the

report of the naval court of Inquiry on the

destruction of the battle ship Maine In the

harbor of Havana during the night of the

15th of February. The destruction of that

noble vessel has filled the national heart with

inexpressible horror. Two hundred and fifty-

eight brave sailors and marines and two

officers of our navy, reposing In the fancied

security of a friendly harbor, have been

hurled to death—grief and want brought to

their homes ami sorrow to the nation.
The naval court of Inquiry which, it la

needless to say. commands the unqualified
confidence of the government, was unani-

mous In Its conclusion that the destruction

of the Maine was caused by an exterior ex-

plosion. that of a submarine mine. It did not

assume to place the responsibility. That re-

mains to be fixed.

In any event the destruction of the Maine,

by whatever exterior cause. Is a patent
and Impressive proof of a state of things
in Cuba that Is Intolerable. That condition

is thus shown to he sueh that the Spanish,

government cannot assure safety aud se-

curity to n vessel of the American navy In

the harbor of Havana on a mission of peace

and rightfully there.

Further referring In this connection to re-

cent diplomatic correspondence, a dispatch
from our minister to Spain of the 20th ultimo

contained the statement that the Spanish
minister for foreign affairs assured him pos-

itively that Spain will do all that the highest
honor ar«l justice require in the matter of

the Maine. The reply above referred to of

the 31st ultimo also contained an expression
of the read 1 ness of Spain to submit to an

arbitration of all the differences which can

arise in this matter, which Is subsequently
explained by the note of the Spanish minis-

ter at Washington of the 10th last., as fol-

lows:

“As to the question of fact which springs
from the diversity of views between the re-

port of the American and Spanish boards.

Spain proposes that the fact be ascertained

by an impartial investigation by experts,

which decision Spain accepts In advance.”

To tills I have made no reply.
The long trial has proved that the object,

for which Spain has waged the war cannot

be obtained. The fire of insurrection may

flume or may smolder with varying seasons,

hut It has not been and It is plain that It

cannot be extinguished by present methods.

The only hope of relief and repose from a

condition which cannot longer be endured Is

the enforced pacification of Cuba. In the

name of humanity, in the name of civiliza-

tion, <4n behalf of endangered American in-

terests which give us the right and the duty
to speak and to act, the war in Cuba must

stop.

Asks Authority t > Use Force.

In view of these facts and these considera-

tions. 1 ask Congress to authorize and em-

power the President to take measures to se-

cure a full and final termination of hos-

tilities between the government of Spain
and the people of Cuba, and to secure in the
island t'he establishment of a stable gov-

ernment capable of maintaining order and

observing Its international obligations. In-

suring peace and tranquility and the security
of its Citizens ns well as our own, and to

use the military and naval forces of the

United States as may be necessary for these

pikpoalli.-
And In the Interest of humanity and to aid

In preserving the 'jives'of the starving people
of the Island, I recommend that the distri-

bution of food supplies be continued and
that an appropriation be made out of the

public treasury to supplement the charity of

our citizens.

The Issue is now with the Congress. It Is

a solemn responsibility. I have exhausted

every effort to relieve the Intolerable condi-

tion of affairs which is at our doors. Pre-

pared to execute every obligation imposed
upon me by the constitution and the law, l
await your action,

Yesterday, and since the preparation of the'
foregoing message, official Information was

received by me that the latest decree of the

Queen Regent of Spain directs General

Blanco, In order to prepare and facilitate

peace, to proclaim a suspension of hostilities,
the duration and details of which have not

yet been communicated to. me. This fact,
with every other pertinent consideration,

will, I am sure, have your just and careful

attention In the solemn deliberations upon

which you are about to enter. If this meas-

ure attains a successful result, then our ns-

plratlons as a Christian, peace-loving people
will bd realized. If it fails it will be only
another justification for our contemplated
action. WILLIAM M'KIXLEY.

COAL OUTPUT FOR THE YEAR.

Statistics for 1897 Show Increased

Tonnut?e and Value.

From a prelimTnary statement compiled

by E. W, Parker, statistician of the Unit-

ed States geological survey, it is shown

that the total output of coal in the United

States in 1597 amounted approximately
to 198,250,000 short tons, with an aggre-

gate value of $198,100,000, a fraction less

than $1 per ton.

Compared with IS9G this shows an in-

crease in tonnage of 0,270,000 tons .-or

about 3.3 per cent. The increase in the

value of the product was only $1,700,000,
a little less than .9 per cent. In twenty

out of the twenty-nine States producing

bituminous coal, the average price per

ton in 1897 was less than it was in 1890,

the general average for the United States

being 83 cents in 1890 and 81.0 in 1597.

The decline of 1.4 cents on a total pro-

duct in 1897 of 140,000,000 tons repre-

sents a decrease of something over $2,000,-

000 from what would have been the value

if the price had been the same as it was in

1890.

Considering the industry by States,

Pennsylvania holds her usual position.
The combined product of anthracite and

bituminous coals from the Keystone State

amounted to 106,000,000 short Jons, pearly
54 per cent of the total output. Pennsyl-
vania’s percentage total bituminous

output was 37 per cent, her output of soft

coal being 54,000,000 tons.

Illinois remains in second place, with a

total of over 20,000,000 short tons. West

Virginia comes third, having increased

her output nearly 7,000,000 tons over 1896

and leading Ohio, which comes fourth, by

nearly 1,250,000 tons. Alabama reached

her maximum output of 5,893,770 tons

and stands fifth. lowa, sixth, lacked only

85,000 tons of reaching 5,000,000 tons.

Maryland produced 4,442,000 tons and In-

diana a little over 4,000,000 tons.

Reports received from the interior val-

leys of California confirm previous re-

ports that severe frosts have done irre-

parable damage to fruit. Apricots and

nectarinesi have suffered most severely,
and in many places the crop has been en-

tirely destroyed.

The original copy of the Declaration of

Independence in
k

Jefferson’s own. hand-

writing has just been found amorig the
archives of the American Philosophical
Soqrty in Philadelphia.

.
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SHOULD BE PREPARED.

BheamatUm and La Grippe Prevaleok
end Prompt Treatment Necessary, ,

Every family should have a bottl* off

“6 Drops” ou hand, especially at this,

season of the year. Changes In, the

weather are so liable to cause rheuma-

tism, la grippe and many other disease*

that the “5 Drops” cure.

Swanson Rheumatic Cure Co.,

cago: “5 Drops” promptly receiveflT
That is the medicine we want. My
wife would undoubtedly have been a

cripple if It had not been for your

Drops.” We would not Be without Tt

Yours truly, John G. Martin, Wellsvllls,
Mo. Feb. 16, 1898.

This is one of many tesrfrndhial*
which the manufacturers of “5 Drops?*
have received.

During the next thirty days they
send out 100,000 of their sample bottles

for 25 cents a bottle. Write to-day to.

the Swanson Rheumatic Cure Go., M 2
Dearborn street, Chicago, 111, This

company is reliable and. promptly IUA

every order.

Penetration of Water by Light

The depth to which the sun’s rays

penetrate water has been recently de-

termined by the aid of photography.
It has been found that at a depth of 533

feet, the darkness was, to all intents

and purposes, the same as that qb a

clear but moonless night. Sensitive

plates exposed at this depth for a con-

siderable length of time gave no evi-

dence of light action.

It Will Pay.

It will pay to carefully read the de-

scriptive advertisement of Alabastlno

appearing iu this paper, explaining the

difference between these goods and kal-
somines.

Consumers should bear in miDd that
Alabastine is unlike all the various kal-

soinines sold on the market under dif-

ferent names. Alabastlne stands pre- \
eminent and alone as a durable wall

coating. Allconsumers in buying should

see that the goods are in packages and J
properly labeled. I

Perhaps That Was the Reason.

He —I love you, Miss Peach, ardently, j
passionately, madly.

Sh,e—Nonsense, Mr. De Sever; you

are hardly acquainted with me. ;y

He—l know, but then—why, perhaps

that's the reason, don't you kno<w.— j
Boston Transcript.

Shake Into Your Shoes

Allen’s Foot-Ease, a powder for tbs

feet. It cures painful, swollen, smart-

ing feet and instantly takes the sting
out of corns and bunions. It's the great-
est comfort discovery Of the age. Al-

len's makes tight-iittlng or

new slMBs feel easy. It is a certain

cure forswearing, callous and hot,
tired, nervous, aching feet. Try it to-

day. Sold by all druggists and shoo

stores. By mail for 2oc In stamps. Trial

package FREE. Address Allen S. Olm-

sted, Le Roy. N. Y.

“An hour in the morning is worth j
two in the afternoon.” Have the rou-

tine work in your stock out of the way I
before trade commences or you willbo I
behind all day. 1 r \

There Is a Class of People
Who are injured by the use of coffee. 1
Recently there has been placed in all I
the grocery stores a new preparation I
called GRAIN'-O. made of pure groina, I
that takes tlie place of coffee. The most I
delicate stomach receives it without dis-1
tress, aud hut few caji tell it from cof* I
fee. ft do£% Cot cost over one-fourth as I
much. Children may drink it with great!
benefit 15c. and 25c. per package!
Try it. Ask for (TRAIN-0. 1

In the Klondike region in midwintaJ
the sun rises from 9:30 to 10 a. m., and!
sets from 2 to 3 p. m. I

Blood \
Is Life |l

Pure Blood
Is Health. ;,9

Without blood circulating through yM
veins you could not live. Without purl
blood you cannot be well. The healths

action of every organ depends upon thl

purity and richness of the blood by whin

it is nourished and sustained. If yol
have salt rheum, scrofula sores, pimphn
boils or any kind of humor, your blood a

not pure. If you take Hood's Sars&patn
la it will make your blood pure rfm

promptly relieve all these troubles. ’GB
the spring the blood is loaded with infjH
rities. Hence, all those unsightly- euH

tions, that languor and depression,
the danger of serious illness. Hbtfn

Sarsaparilla is needed to purify, enpifl
and vitalize the blood and protect andJMl
tify the system. 1 ¦

Hood’s Sa

pa

sriii|
Is America’s Greatest Medicine. Sold by aUdifl
gists. $1; six for $5. Get only Hood's. "fM

Hnnrl’c Pillc are the only pills to tin
iIOOII S KIIIS with Hood’s SaraaprrtJ

/ “4 Perfect Type of the Highest Order oB
\ Excellence in Manufacture.” flj

waiieißaKei&iaa

| j
¦ Hl' I T|fipLj Absolutely Pare, Jjl

, ' ftyjjyj) Nutritious. ftl

(..Costs
less man DUE CEMT aCngM

Be ears that you get the Genuine Article, B
made at DORCHESTER, MASS. J*

WALTER BAKER & CO. uS
ZaTABUSKSD 17*0.


