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FEATURES OF INTEREST

ABOUT THAT WHICH HAS BEEN
AND IS 7O BE.

All Bides and Conditiona of Things
are Shown, Nothing Overlooked to
make it Complete.

Two Indiana Tragedies.

During a sudden attack of insanity,
Claude Dodson, 30 years of age, killed
his aunt, Mrs. Jane Harrison, a widow
70 years old, by cutting her throat
with a butcher knife, at the home of
his father, Mint Dodson, of Oxford,
Ind.

Mrs. 'W. L. Bevk, of Sellersburg, ten
mdiles from Jeffersonville, Ind., shot
son-in-law, Daniel Schiller. She was
driven to desperation by wrongs
which she thought her son-in-law had
inflicted wupon her daughter. Mrs.
Beck is the wife of Prof. W. L. Beck,
principal of the Sellersburg schools for
the last fifteen years.

Five Die in Wreck on Grand Trunk.

Speeding through dense fog at forty
miles an hour, Grand Trunk passen-
ger train No. 5 collided head-on with a
double-header freight train half a mile
north of Wilcox, Mich. Five trainmen
met death, four being killed instantly.
The fifth one died trree hours later.
All passengers escaped injury excent
a baby, which was slightly hurt by be-
ing thrown out of its mother's arms
and over a seat. The passenger loco-
motive plowed under the engines of
the double-header and the tralomen
were buried in the wreckage. Their
bodies were terribly mangled. Ali the
dead trainmen lived in Detroit, Mich.

Jap Spies in Portland, Oregon.

Mayor Harry K. Lane, of Portland,
Ore., created a sensation in an address
before the National Guard Association,
when he declared that agents of the
Japanese government had secured ac-
curate maps of the city of Portland,
maps and specifications of every road-
w:y leading into the city and of the
wvarious pipelines from which the city
obtains its water supply. Mayor Lane
did not discover the presence of the al-
leged spies until their work was com-
pleted, whereupon he transmitted his
information to Washington and was
asked to furnish all the details of th«
operations of the alleged spies.

Shooting at Muncie.

John Skinner, a saloon keeper of
Muncie, Ind., shot and killed Gola Ep-
pards, 26 years old. Skinner says he
Mlled Eppards in self-defense, as the
laiter with several companions at-
temvted to hold him up. Skinner is
fn jail charged with murder. Roy Ep-
pards, a brother of the dead man, and
Grover Gillian were arrested in con-
mection with the crime, it being al-
leged they were implicated in at-
tempting the robbery of a house while
Skinner was passing and before the
bold-up took place.

Children's Home Burned.

Fire destroyed the Washington Cail-
dren’s Home south of Seattle, Wash,
Two children were burned to death
and the matron and a nurse were in-
jured. The others escaped clad only
fn their night robes. Mrs. Minnie Mey-
ers, the matron, was seriously burned
and injured in an attempt to rescue
the two burned to death. Miss A. L.
Hill, day nurse, was slightly burned
and was bruised iy jumping from a
second story window.

Oil Gusher Struck in Louisiana.

In the Noble Company's No. 1 well,
at Jeanings, La., which came in on the
new tract a quarter of a mile south-
west of the proven field, oll began
foreing high in the air, estimated by
oil experts to be doing at least 5,000
barrels per day. A great deal of ex-
eltement prevails at the fleld, owing to

the fact that another pool has been

struck.

Two Students Die in Fire.

The Roman Catholic school at Mon-
terey, ind., caught fire during the re-
hearsal of a play by the children. A
gasoline lamp exploded, fatally burn-
fng Clara Karmes and Margaret Fex,
aged 15 years, and both puplils of the
school. They lived but a few minutes.

Famous Painter Dead.
John Lambert, the well-known artist
and portrait painter, d'ed at his home
in Philadelphia, Pa., aged 46 years.

Women and Children Burned.
Mrs. Boyer and one child were
burned to death and another child
badly burned as the result of a fire
that completely destroyed their home

near Hamden, Vinon County, Ohlo.

Col. Bryan at Hunting Grounds.
William Jennings Bryan and son
have arrived at Galveston, Tex., to be
the gues's of Col. W. L. Moody for
several days’ duck hunting on the pre-
serves of the latter at Lake Surprise.

Senason’s Losa Is $743,000.

Tl e total loss to vessel property on the
g~at lakes amounted to §743,000 for the
ses m of 1907, according to figures com-

_pik 1 by Cleveland marine men. Thirteen

stea mers and one schooner were lost,

Kilis Himself to Foll Black Hand.

After hanging up a sign, “This store
closed on account of death in the family,”
Max Ponaventure, a well-to-do saloon-
keeper of West Mount Vernon, N. Y,
comgmitted suicide by hanging himself,
For several months Bonaventure had
been receiving threatening letters from
the Black IHand Society.

Shoe Factory Resames Work.
The shoe factory of A. B. Bates & Co,’
in Webster, Mass.,, which has been ruan-
ning on short time, has resumed opera-
tions in full. The firm has G0C haads.

Trust Company Officials Indleted.

J. Dalzell Brown, general manager of
the California Safe Deposit and Trast
Comjpany, San Francisco, and Walker B.
Bartaett, director of the institution, were
indicted by a grand jury in San Fran-
ecisco for alleged embezzlement of securi-
ties of the Ellen M. Colton trust fund,

Bail in each case was fixed at $£200,000,
with $100,000 cash on each indictment.

|  SLAYS RECALLED WIFE.

Attempt at Reconciliation Ends in
Murder at Feast,

Having reassembled his family for a
rennion after an estrangement which had
lasted for a year, Dr. Walker B. Ames-
hury, formerly a British army surgeon,
it dinner in Hyde Park, Mass., shot and
killed his wife, who was formesrly Anna
Reese, a concert singer. At the doctor's

ville, Va., where she had been teaching at
itoanoke college, and his sons, Walker,
nged 20, and Ira, agzed 17, had returned
from New York, where they had lived
since the family was broken up abour a
vear ago. Mrs. Amesbury’s mother, Mrs,
Jennie Reese, was completing the dinner
preparctions when the doctor and his
wife became engaged in a qnarrel. The
two sons admonished their father to re-
member the day, when suddenly the doe-
tor drew a revolver and fired at his wife's
oreast. The woman fell unconscious and
died within a few moments.

MATRIMONIAL RUSH IN N. Y.

Hundreds Seek to Wed RBefore
License Law Makes It Difficult.
Cupid hazs been having an inning in

New York. Beginning Jan. 1 a new law

requiring licenses to wed will be in force,

and hundreds of couples have been rush-
ing to tae ministers to escape the pub-
licity which will follow the recording of
all marriages. There are commeonly about

250 marriages a day in the city, but for

2 week this number has been increased

threefold, bringing the biggest matrimo-

nial rush the city has ever seen. One
minister announced that he married twen-

{y-five couples in one week and had en-

gagements to unite twice that number be-

fore Jan. 1. There are many objections
to the new law voiced by ministers and
others. The objecters say that the law
makes marriage more diflicult while they
believe that all difficulties in the way of
matrimony should be smoothed away.

They believe that the new law will induce

¢lopements,

VANDERSILT WEDDING IS OFF.

sddelr Folk lear Count Is Dissat-
isfled with the Settlement.

New York society is stirred by a re-
port from Newport that the wedding of
Miss Gladys Vanderbidlt, heiress to the
12,000,044 Vanderbilt fortune, had been
called off owing to dissatisfaction on the
part of Count Szechenyi, the Hangarian
to whom she was betrothed, with the
amount of the marriage settlement which
was to be made to him. In all the salons
>f Newport the story went that the sturdy
Americanism of Alfred G. Vanderbilt and
Reginald Vanderbilt, the prospective
bride’s brothers, had revoited against the
warriage of their sister to a man who
they believed had revealed himself as a
fortune hunter and that they had per-
suaded their sister after mach trouble that
the foreign nobleman is unworthy of her.
The Vanderbilt family, however, will zo
po further than the admission that the
wedding has been postponed.

PUT PUMP ON\ PIVOT.

Warring Families in Double House
Evelve Unique Plan.

A war has been in progress for some
time between two families using the same
well in Marion, Ohio. The man who
built the houses occupied by the two fami-
lies drilled & well exaetly on the line be-
tween the two lots. The purchasers “fell
out,” and as a result there has been a lot
of bad feeling whenever one family tres-
passed on the lot of the other to get
water. A necighborhood Solomon suggest-
ed that the pump be so adjusted that it
would turn around, permitting the handle
and spout to be over the lot of the family
which wanted to use it. The suggestion
was followed. Fach family is so pleased
over the solution that the contention is
about ended.

THINKS WEST NEEDS TROOPS.

It Navy Falls, Officer Says, 20,000
Japanese Could Control Conast,

Col. T. C. Woodhury, acting command-
er of the department of the Columbia,
U. S. A, in a statement said that the
whole Pacific const would be helpless in
ease the navy should prove unable to pre-
vent the landing of a force of 20,000
Japanese or other foreign army at any
of the numerous unprotected bays along
the coast. Ile said there are not 2,000
regulars on the coast to resist an attaci
by land, while 15,000 infantrymen are
needed.

Big Year for Cotton Mills.

Statistics just compiled show that the
dividends paid to stockholders of New
Bedford, Mass., cotton mills in 1907 have
been the largest in the history of the city.
The total dividends of eighteen corpora-
tions reach $2,578,250, on a capital stock
of £18,770,000, an average of 13.73 per
cent. Last year the average rate was 892
per cent, in 1905 it was 6.6 and in 1004
the percentage was 5.2,

Frisco ¥Has a $200,000 Blasze.

Fire destroyed gearly the entire block
bounded by Mission, Jessie, First and
Second streets, in San Francisco, Sev-
eral factories and stores were burned out
‘2nd the loss will amount to more than
$200,000. Mrst of the buildings destroy-
ed were only temporary afinirs, so that
the loss was principally in stocks carried
by the firms involved.

Two Die in Apartment Fire.

Two peopie were burned to death and a
third fatally hurt in a fire which destroy-
ed the gzeneral store and apartment house
of J. B. Currier in North Dever, Ohio.
Michael Veltrie, aged 50, who lived over
the store, and Joseph, his son, aged 13,
were burned to death, Mrs. Veltrie jump-
el from a ladder and was internally in-

jured.

Engineer Falls to See Signal.

Five men were killed in a collision on
the Grand Trunk railroad at Lenox,
Mich., due to the engineer of a fast ypas-
senger train failing to see a signal set
against him. His train crashed inte a
double-header freight train standing on
the track, and three engines were piled
in a heap.

Children See Mother Die,

Mrs. Mary Coleott of Youngstown,
Ohio, 27 years old, was giving the finish-
ing tonches to a Christmas tree when her
: two children, coming down stairs, saw her

rop dead. She had been seized with a

. | hamorrhage.

Court Orders Sale.

Judge Grosscup has ordered the sale of
the Union Thaction properties in Chicago
to the Chicago Railways Company, which
means that the traction question is settled
and the rehabilitation work for the Nerth
and West Side lines will progress,

Entire Family Is Cremated,
Five persnns were burned to death in a
fire which destroyed the house of Joln
Clark at Watertown, a Boston suburb.
Every member of the Clark family met
death in the flames.

Pennsylvania Trains Crash.

Three persons were killed and seven-
teen others were injured in a rear-end
collision on the elevated tracks of the
Pennsylvania railroad a short distance
from the station in Camden, N. J. The
cers were thoronghly smashed. Fire add-
ed to ihe difficulties of the work of rescue.

Murder on Iselin Estate,

The body of a well-dressed young man
has been found on property owned by C.
Oliver Iselin, near Mount Vernon, N. Y.
There was a bullet hole behind the right

ear. It is not believed that the man

killed himself.

request his wife had returned from Dan-

|
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BANK ROSBERS GET $2,500.

Flee After o Ratile
but Are Captured Ly o Posse.
The Dank of Camslen D'oint, at Cam-
c¢en Doint, Mo, thirty miles southeast of

teken,

changed, but the robbers escaped, They
were pursuned by a posse and captured
about noon near Edgerton Junction. The
robbers were discovered by PProf. Barhan,
president of Camden Point college, who
saw a light in the bank and aroused the
citizens. Three explosions occurred after
the alarm was given, and the safe and
interior of the bank were wrecked.

FOEMAN FOLLOW YOUTH FAR.

Relatives All Slain, Austrian Flees
Country, but Is Weunded in Ohlo.
itadivazi Rakich, a young Austrian,
was shot and fatally wounded at Bedford,
Ohio, as a result of a vendetta which had
been carried on in his native land for
vears, Rakich, the last of his family, fled
from Lodz, Austria, to this country, but
was followed, according to a diary which
he kept, and which was found in his
pocket after the shooting. The other day
he withdrew his money from a bank and
was about to leave for another city, fear-
ing pursuit, when he was shot from am-
bush. Three unknown foreigners, who
have been seen loitering about Bedford,
are suspected and farmers are in pursuit.

VOTES “DRY"” TO GET BIG GIFT.

Hudson, Ohlo, Takesx Preliminary
Step to Obtalvw Ellaworth Benefit.
Because a gift of $200,000 supposedly

made by J. W. Ellsworth, millionaire New
York coal wman, which promises to make
the town a model village provided that
the sale of lignor ceases before the money
is paid over, Hud=on, Ohio, voted out sa-
loons by a vote of 266 to 188, The town's
sentiment is overwhelmingly “wet,” but
the chance to get munieipal light and gas
plants, with a sewage disposal plant and
the remodeling of the old Western Re-
serve College at a cost of $100,000 over-
came the saloon sentiment.

FIND CHILD'S TONGUE.

Clre to Disappearance of Girl Causes
Arrest of Father.

Sherilf Bauman of Fremont, Neh, di-
rected that Olaf Oleen of Losalie be ar-
restedd, and that Mrs. Olsen and her two
children be sent to Fremont. This is the
result of the sherifl’s investizations of the
mysterious disappearance of 4-year-old
Lilie Olsen, daughter of Olaf, two weeks
ago. A thousand men searched for her in
Thurseton and adjoining counties. Omne
day Sheriff Bauman discovered a piece of
flesh in a wheat shock on the Olsen farm.
Physicians pronounced this a portion of a
child’s tongue.

CHICAGO SOLDIER ENDS LIFE.

Anton Garisech Commits Suoleide In
Akron, Ohio, by Drinking Poison.
Anton Garisch, son of Andrew Garisch

of Chicago, and honorably discharged

from the Fifty-fifth United States artil-

lery at Fort Hancock, New Jersey, a

month ago, committed suicide in Akron,

Ciio. by drinking carbolic acid. e was

cut of work and despondent. A year ago

near Fort Hancock Gariseh captured an

Italian murderer of a policeman, recciv-

ing a stah in the side which laid him up

a month. For this act he received a re-

ward,

Verdict of Chicago Jury.

Thomas Chamales, the Greek proprie-
tor of the Savoy, a saloon in the
levee  distriet of Chicago, has been
found not guilty by a jury of his
peers. Chamales was charged with keep-
ing his =aloon open on Sunday and with
solling liguor on that day; he admitted
the truth of both accusations: the court
ruled that sach actions were in violation
of the law—the jury returned a verdict
of not guilty.

Meets Famlily, Only to Mourn.

Leaving four young children to the care
of strangers, Mrs. Tlosalbina Miazzi died
on the liner Hamburg, which has arrived
at New York, and was buried at sea. The
family was on the way to America to join
the father in a new home, After the
mother’s death the children were cared for
and were rurned over to the father on ar-
rival. y

Slayer Suiclde In Prison.

J. €. Cain, convicted murderer of
Charles H. Morris, wealthy mine owner,
committed suicide in the county jail in
Des Moines. He smuggled a razor into
his cell and eut his throat from ear to
ear. (Cain was waiting transportation to
Fort Madison, where he was sentenced to
life imprisonment,

Pittasburg Milla to Resume.

By Jan. 6, 1908, every mill in the Pitts-
burg district will be in full operation.
This includes the mills of MecKeesport,
Glassport, Duquesne and up the Mononga-
hela valley as far as Monessen. More
than 50,000 men will by that date have
reterned to work.

Mrs. Bradley After Money.

Mrs. Annie M. Bradley has brought
snit in Salt Lake to break the will of the
late United States Senator Arthur
trown, whom Mrs. Bradley shot and kill-
et in Washington in December, 19406, She
wants the estate for Brown's two chil-
dren.

Spoon Oar Inventor a Sulcide.

James B. Rensley, 8T years old, inven-
tor of the spoon orr and maker of oars
for most of the prominent boat clubs of
the country, committed suicide by shoot-
ingz himself in Poughkeepsie, N. Y. Rens-
ley invented the spoon oar in 1833,

Renl Admiral Evans Entertained.

Sir Thomas Moore Jackson, British
governor, entertained in honor of Rear
Admiral Evans at Port of Spain, and
toasts were drunk to King Edward, Pres-
ident Roosevel. and the United States
pavy.

DBreaks Necek Hiding Presents,

Jackson Stilley, 0 years old, a well-
knuwn resident of West Elizabeth, near
Pittsburg, while stealthily trying to es-
cape the eyes of the younger members of
the family and hide Christmas presents,
fell down stairs and broke his neck.

Corey May Divorce Mabelle.

Pittsburg hears a rumeor that W. E,
Corey will procure a legal separation from
Mabelle Gilman and make an effort to re-
marry his first wife.

A. G. Beaunisne Is Dead,
Albert G. Beaunisne, assistant publish-
er of the Chicago Daily News, died sud-
denly of heart disease after a treatinent
rocowamended by his physician.

Dutehh Cabinet Is Out.
The Dutch cahinet resigned following
the defeat in Parliament of army esti-
mates,

High Wind Causes Wreck.

The baggage car and first passenger
eoach of train No. 25, north bound, on the
Colorado and Southern railroad wns
blown from the track and overturned in
the ditch, a quarter of a mile north of
Marshall. J. (. Garrett of Longmont,
Colo., was fatally hurt and died. Five
persons were injured.

Many Children Disappear.

Reports to St. Petersburg police show
many abandonments of babies, the dis-
covery of many bodies of dead infants and
the disappearance of many boys and girls
from the schools.

SAYS ERRORS IN NAVY

with Citizens |

was robbed by three men at 3|
o'clock the other morning and $2.500 was '
A battle between citizens and the |
robbors oceurred and many shots were ox- | Expert Declares the Boasted Fight-

UNFITITFOR BATTLE

ing Ships Are Mercly Death
Traps.

ARMCR BELT IS TO00 LOW.

Defects in Construction Pointed
Out and Promotion System
Is Scored.

Henry Reuterdahl, assocliate of the
United States Naval [Institute and
American editor of “Fighting Ships,”
is the author of a startling article on
“The Needs of Our Navy” in the Jan-
uary MeClure's. Mr. Reuterdahl's ex-
pertness on naval matters is not dis-
puted and neither is his patriot:sm.
He agrees with President Roosevelt
that a navy must be built “and all its
training given in time of peace” and
with this in view he exposes defects
in our first-class battle ships and ar-
mored cruisers which all but make
them useless as a efficient units in a
fleet on heavy sea and in real action.

AMr. Reuterdahl's criticisms appear
to be the more amazing on account of
the contention that most, if not all of
the weak points he emphasizes, will be
acknowledged by sea-going officers, “or,
if the reader is sufliciently interested,
by the testimony of his own eyes.”

His principal points are the follow-
Ing:

That the shell-proof armor of the
Ameriean battle ships is virtually be-
low the water line where it will do no
good, leaving *he broad side of the ves-
sel exposed to the shells of the enemy.

That this defect has been pointed
out time and again; that other nations
Years ago recognized it as fatal and
now have armor wrapped around the
sides of their war vessels from five to
seven feet ubove the water line.

That, despite repeated accidents on

DISASTROUS MINE ACCI-
DENTS IN RECENT YEARS.

Lives lost.

1804—Albion colliery, South Wales, 230
102—Fraterville, Teun.  ........ =0
102—NRolling Mili mine, Pennsyi-
VEADRER oo iniesnsssainehasie 105
1903—Hanua, Wyoming .......... 175
1004—Lackawanna mine, ennsyl-
YRUER . ssasinianes Peviv i 10
1904—Tercio, California ...cco0eee =1
1405—Virginia City, Ala...cccesse 152
1905—Ziegler, 111, .......000es asn OB
11405—Welsh conal mine. .....cccenes 120
19%00—Diamondville, Wyoming .... 318
1905—Kurtsisk, Russia ....cv0vee 200
1M05—M, K. & T. Coal Company.. 13
1905—I'rinceton, Iod. ....ccveeaee 13
1905—Coal mine in Prussia..ccoee Do
10— WWilenx, W. V&..cccoescsane b
190G—Blunefields, W. Va.....couene 21
06—Johnstown, 1’4, .covvosvcans 25
1906 —Century, W. Va..cieveesess 13
1906—Durham, England .......... 35
1906—Dutchman mine, Blossburg,
ol T e G 15
190G—Courriere mine, near Calais,
g o o [oee R LR 1490
1906—Japan . ...csvsesnsscsansen =30
1906—0akhill, W. Va...covccessee =
1906—West Fork, Va.....cveenene (3]
1906—Quarto, Colo. ...cccecavaas - 22
1907—Saariuns, Prussin .....cc0000 22
1MOT—DPrimero, Colo, ..cvieennsnns 20
1907—Fayetteville, W, Va..ooavuee 80
1907—S8aarbruck, Prussia ......... 200
1907T—1Las Isperanzas, Mexico..... 123
1907—Forbach, Germany ...... see 10
1907—Monongahela, 'a. .. ccovens « 490
1907—Toyoka, Japan .....ccsees . 470
1107—Tsing Tan, Chind c.oveceass 112
1907—Negaunee, Mich. ....ccenes S
I07—Monorzah, W, Va..,c..ee ve S8
1007—Yolande, Ala. ....... i |

4,000,000 Christmas Trees a Year,

In discussing the effect on the forests
of the country by the use of Christmas
trees, of which it is estimated that 4,000,-
000 are used epch year, Gifford Pinchot,
United States forester, says that the ef-
fect is infinitesimal compared with the de-
struction caused by forest fires and waste-
ful lumbering. If planted four feet apart
these trees would be grown on less than
1,400 acres. e says that trees suitable
for Christmas trees do not grow in the
old forests, where reproduction is nost
important, but in the open, and there is
no» more reason for an outery against
usng land to grow Christmas trees than
to grow flowers. According to Mr. in-
chot, the center of the Christmas tree in-
dustry lies in the big cities of the East.
New York City and the New England
States consume 1,500,000 trees, or nearly
one-half of all the output. Maine, New
Hampshire, the Berkshire Fills in Mas-

BUT WORTH FAR MORE

Government Final Estimate Shows
Great Decline in Cereal
Productisn.

PRICES MAKE FARMEDS HAPPY.

They Will Get Half a Billion of
Dollars More Tbis Year
than Last.

The government repurt shows a
shortage of 785,987,000 bushels in total
crops as compared with the crops of
1906, which were the largest ever raised
In this country, and a shortage of 377,-
287,000 bushels as compared with the
yields of 1905, which were also very
large.

The chief shortage is In the corn
erop, with 335000000 bushels, oats
with 211,000,000 bushels god wheat
with 101,000,000 bushels.

There is something of an ofset to the
big losses in the feeding grains in the
Increase of 6,431,000 tons cof hay as
compared to that of 1904, and of
3,045,388 tons as compared to the crop
of 1003,

Prominent features of the flnal revis-
fon of its crop estimates for the year
by the Depastment of Agriculture were
the jucreases made in the reports of
area sceded to spring wheat, corn and
oats. In each of these particulars as
well a8 in the estimated weight of
spring wheat and oats the official re-
ports ran more or less counter to the
general impressions of speculators. In
a few instances, such as the welght of
oats, the figures given ware at variance
with all the expoeriences of the trade
for the year to date.

) Figures of the Report.

The report gave final estimates of
acreage, production and value of farm
crops, showing winter wheat acreage
to be 28,152,000, production 400,442,000
bushels and valve per bushsl 882 cents.

Spring wheat acreage was 17,079,000,

GRAIN CROPS SHORT, |

JEFF DAVIS’ DE3UT,

Arkansas Senator Delivers Maiden
Speech.

Bieaking all traditions and prece-
dents, United States Senator Jefferson
Davis, of Arkansas, addressed his col-
= ‘-cagues on  “trust
4 control of busi-
ness,” after nine
days' service. Up
to 4 few years ago
it was an unwrit-
ten law  that no
Senator should ad-
dress his fellows
in a set speech un-
less he had served
at least one term.
Then Senator Bev-
eridge reduced the time limit of sena-
torial apprenticeship by speaking after
three months' occupation of a Senate
seat. Davis’ purpose to estabdlish a
new record had been widely advertised
and tuere was a large crowd to hear
him.

In I1R98 Davis was Attorney General
of Arkansass and, while in this position,
secured the Democratic nomination for
Governor. Although bitterly opposed
by practically every newspaper in the
State he was elected by one of the
largest majorit.es ever given in Ar-
kansas, Three times he was elected
Governor. He is of a restless, nervous
temperament, devoted to his family, an
enthusiastic lover of books and a keen
student of men. He is of fine appear-
ance, being over six feet tall. His
daughter is his constant companion and

SENATOR DAVIS,

stenographer. Senator Davis is a
nephew of the illustrious Southerner
whose name he bears.
TWO0 NEW BATTLESHIPS.
Government New Building Largest
in the World.

Coincident with the departure of the
Atlantie fleet for the Pacific, there was
laid down in the Fore River shipyard,
at Quincy, Mass,, the keel plates of the
battleship North Dakota, which Is ex-
pected to be far more powerful than
the most effective ship now under the
command of Rear Admiral Evans, The
hizzest vessel in the Pacific bound fleet
is of 16.000 tonnage, but the North Da-
Eota will be of 20000 tons displace
ment ; nearly 2,000 tons heavier than

A BLOT ON THE LAST CHAPTER.

board our ships, the Navy Department
year after ycar bas approved of plans
by which the greatest guns on the
ships are directly above an open shaft
leading to the powder magazine.

That other nations long since recog-
nized the criminal stupidity of thus en-
dangering the lives of officers and men
and bhave remedied the defect by use
of common sense and ordinary precau-
tionary measures

That, without regard to the protests
of experts, our battle ships have been
built so low that if the sea is heavy
and ships are in action, the sea would
wash over the vessels, render some of
their most effective guns useless and
practically leave the ship to the mercy
of the enemy.

The officers in the American navy
who command the battle ships and
squadrons are (oo old; that under ex-
isting conditions young men cannot at-
tain command, and that the service is
badly crippled as a result.

That there is too much “bureau man-
agement” in Washington; too much
r-d tape in the Navy Department;
that American genius is stifled because
of the bureau's Immersion in details,
and that with the Secretary of the
Navy a civillan, he should have a
board of expert advisers,

Other matters are dwelt on, but the
foregoing are by far the most jmpor-
tant, An afternoon's fight on water
gealed Russia’s fate in the recent war
with Japan, says Mr, Reuterdahl, and
the same may well be true of the next
war Into which this nation is plunged.
Thy Issue is so importand and the stake
so drewendous that the sea power
which is prepared In every respect to
mest the crisis wiil be the victor.

Striped Sults Abolished.

John V. Coggey, commissioner of cor-
regfion at New York City, has announced
the abolishment of striped suits and the
loek step at the penitentiary on Black- !
well’'s Island. The reason given for this |
art¢fon is that it saves the prisoner from
a huamiliation which he ean never forget,
He gives it s his opinion that there is a
gwm of decency in every human being
ard that with proper treatment there is
hepe for the reformation of many of
thpse who pass througzh the prisons of
Geeater New York. DParticularly does
this apply fo first-term offenders, but to
alford any prospect of sucecss in this di-
reetion the heart must not be crushed out
ot the unfortunate by piling humiliating
indignities upon him.

Law Exempis Baby Carringes.

Under the wheel tax law recently pass-
ed by the Illinois State Legislature, and
which the Governor has intimated his in-
tention of signing, every vehicle in Chi-
cigo on wheels that uses the city streets,
with the single exceptioa of baby ecar-
riages, will pay a wheel tax, The money
thus raised is to be expended on the re-
puir of the streets. It is expected that
tke revenue will amount to $500,000 each
Year,

Accidents Lessened by Publielty.

According to the report of the New
York public service commission, the num-
ber of street railway accidents in that
cicy for November shows a steady decresse
since the commission began to keep o
ord four months ago. During Now
45 persons were killed, as compared with
47 in October, 62 in September and 42
in August. An even greater decreasa is
noticeable in the number injured,

Mrs. John R. McMahon, known in lit-

erary work as Margherita Arlina Hamm,
is dead of pneumonia in New York.

sachusetts, and the Adirondacks and Cats-
kills, in New York, are the sources of
supply for New York, Boston and Phila-
delphia, and even [Or Baltimore and
Washington. The swamps of Michigan,
Wisconsin and Mionesota furnish' the
markets of Chicago, St, I"aul, Minneapo-
lis and Detroit, while the local demand
throughout the central West is mainly
supplied by nursery-grown Norway
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Replying to this declaration, Mrs, John
8. Crosby, president of the Women's Dem-
ocratic Club of New York, points out that
there is lirtle in the training of children
that the man, as well as the woman, ought
not %o learn, and that if womankind were
restricted to the rearing and teaching of
children she would be deprived of many of
the best opportunities for learaing how to
do that very work.

As an exercise in the duties of citizen-
ship the political class of Columbia uni-
versity held a mock Republican national
eonvention. The only cutsider who par-
ticipated was Timothy L. Woodraff, ex-
Liecutenant Governor of New York State.
The favorite candidates in the order of
pepularity were Hughes, La Folletie,
Root, Canoon, Roosevelt, Cortelyou and
Fairbanks. On the final ballot Hughes
received 5235 votes end La Follette 352,

I'resident Joseph Swain of Swarthmore
announced that he and the trustees had
come to the conclusion, after asking the
opinion of twenty-five other colleges; that
they should not accept the millions left
them by Miss Anna T, Jeans, with the
condition that all intercollegiate athletic
contests be abandoned. President Swain
snid, however, that if the estate were
very large he would favor trying the ex-
periment, with the privilege of returning
the money if it were found that the gift
v;as of less value than the lack of free-
dom.

Prof. Franklin H, Giddings of Colum-
bia university, after a recent address be-
fore the People’'s Institute at Cooper
I'nion, New York City, on the subject of
“The Jews in America,” was asked for
an expression of his opinion as to the re-
cent agitation over the Christmas cere-
monies in the public schools. He repiied
that he could not see how any one could
subscribe to the dogtrine that it was right
‘o tax ona group of persons for a general
purpose and compel them under the law
to submit to things that are contrary to
their conscience. In reply to the question
how the Jew would treat the Christian if
their positions were reversed, he said that,
judging from history and present condi-
tions, he did not think the Jew could
treat the Christian worse than the Chris-
tian treats the Jew, and he was inclined
to think they would treat them better,
The professor gave it as his opinion that
the Jews in Amerien wonld, in time, be-
come 80 Americanized as to lose their
racial identity.

The faculty of the Carnell university
medical college at New York announced
that hereafter the wusual high school
course geaerally accepted as  sufficient
preparation for the study of medicine
would not enable students to enter there.
Candidates for admission would have to
be graduates of approved colleges or scien-
tific schools, seniors in good standing at
(‘ornell or any other like university which
would permit the substitution of the first
year of the medical course for the senior
year. - Also others not possessing a degree
may be admitted by passing a special ex-
amination,

There are but 863 postoffices in Chlll,
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CROPS OF UNITED STATES FOR THREE YEARS,

107, bu, 1906, bu. 1905, Su.
400,442,000 402888001 428 462x74
224,643,000 242372006 264,516,655
634,087,000 733200970 692,979,450
2.592,320,000 2,927 416,001 2,707,993,520

TH4,443,000 964,901,522 953,216,177
33,566,000 33374833  27.616047
153,217,000 178,016,484 136,651,020
14,200,000 14,641,087 14,585,082
25,851,000 25,576,146 28.477,753
7942000 308038382 260,741,204

§,137,903,000 5,923,890.235 5,515,180,8%0

63,577,000 57,145,950 60,531,612

produetion 224,645,000 bushels and val-
ue 86 cents.

Corn acreage was 09,931,000, produc-
tion 2.592,320,000 bushels aad value
O1.7 cents, :

Oats acreage was 31,837,000, produc-
tion 754,443,000 busbels and valge 443
cents,

It was announced that the tolal val-
ue of the farm crops for 1907 was §3,-
404,000,000, an increase of $428,600,000
for 1906. .

The farm value on Dec. 1 of the four
crops already mentioned follows. Corn,
$1,340,446,000 ; winter wheat, $361,.217.-
000; spring wheat, $193,220,000, oats,
$334,568,000.

The comparative prices for the grain
crops for the past three years follgw :

1907, 1906, 1905, 1904
Wheat * ...8L7 66.7 748 924
Corn +.....0L7 309 412 441
Dats ......443 3.7 29.1 313
Rye «.....731 bSO 60.7 6.8
Barley ....443 415 408 420
BBuckwheat 69.8 5.0 o8.7 62.2
Flax ......95.6 1018 05.0 M3
Potatoes ...GLT 511 GL.T 45.3
Hay ....$11.68 §1037 8852 B2

FARMING IN A DESERT.

There Are Colomizing Possibilities
Even in Death Valley.

The craze of “homestaking”™ which is
geems to have reached its limit in the
shoice of Death Valley s a colonizipg
possibility. With the idea of trags-
forming the most arid and most deso-
late portion of the great American des-
srt into farm land, a number of tracts
have been homestaked, irrigation syg-
tems have been planned, and other
preparntions are now In progress fog
beginning the reclamation of Death
Vatley, A rallroad Is already built
from Greenwater, at the southern end
of the valley, to the borax works owned
by the celebrated “Borax” Smith of 20-
mule team fame, and there Is an auto-
mwbile stage line through the vailey.

iven enthusiasts do pot clalm that
piping water from Telescope Peak
across the Funeral range into the val-
lay is also under counsideration.

Labor Warns Civie Federation.

The significant feature of the banguet
preceding the annual meeting of the Na-
tional Civic Federation at New York was
the warning contained in the speeches of
Gompers and Mitcheill, the labor leaders,
that the proposed reduction in  wages
would be fought to a finish. Gomvers
wanted to know if the soll was less fer-
tile, its treasures less valuable, or if la-
boring men had become less industrious,
and held that every such reduction of
wages to meet such conditions as now ex-
jst had only made meiters worse. “The
reason he sdvanced was that “when you
reduce the laboring man’s earning capac-
ity you reduce his consuming power, and
thereby intensify what was already bad
enough.” He therefore gave notice that
in this instance the employers would not
“have the plain sailing they had a few
years ago.” Tle said the American work-
ingman had come to the conclusion that
he was not responsthle for the financial
Lreakdown and that he was not going to
be the chief sufferer. Andrew Carnegie
spoke a strong word for asset currency
as the true remedy for the existing trou-
ble. He did not think the central lank
was necessary. When the federation met
on Tueszday August Belmont resigned as
presfdent, and Seth Low, former Mayor
of New York, was elected to the vacant
office.

State Holds Waters-Plerce Company.

The Texas Supreme Court has decided
that it has final jurisdiction in the dis-
puted receivership for the debarred Wat-
ers-Dierce 0il Company and Attorney
General Davidson has moved the appoint-
ment of a State receiver to take charge
of the property, pending a final disposi-
tion of the penalty and ouster proceed-
mgs.

Col. A. 8. Colyar, aged 90 years, noted

jurist, statesman and author, died at his
home in Nashville, Tenn. Ile was =&

member ot. the Confederate congress.
The best sponges cost §10 a pound.
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the famous Dreadnought, of the Brit-
ish navy, and 25 per cent more effec-
tive in gun-fire than the latter, The
Nerth Dakota will be 510 feet long.

It is already figured out that
launching will take place next October,
or in ten months from the time of the
laying of the keel.
was lald only recently the North Da-
kota is regarded as nearly 8 per cent
finished. Loung before the keel blocks
were placed In position the ship was
completely laid down in the mold-loft
and over 50 per cent of all the plans in
the construction of the ship were de-
veloped and approved.

The North Dakota is a sister ship of
the Delaware, now being built at New
port News,

It is hinted, for instance, that the com-
mission will declare that with proper cap-
italization, the railroads could carry
sengers at less than half the fares
charged, and still make large profits,
totaling up the business for year
ing June 30, it was
ceipts of all the New York
panies amounted to $66,003,776.
tal operating expense for the
$27,013,062, leaving a balance of
080,714,
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Money is suffering from bad cirenlation.

Pennsylvania miser who spent only 8
cents last year is dead. He just couldn't
bear the increase in living expenses,

An Aurora (Ill.) physician has discov-
ered that peanuts are a beanty diet. This
ought to be a circus for some people,

An Eastern banker says, “We want
more common sense.” We want alse more
dollars, which are not so common now.

If prices of bread and meat keep on
coming down, pretty soom the average
man can afford to eat three meals a day,

Chief Sprybuck, the Indian who drank
a quart of blue paint, is carrying the
“decorative interior” fad to an extreme.

With 1,300,000 divorce suits in ten
yvears, the United States is plainly in need
of a national “Stay-Married Association.”

After a while it may dawn on the army
recruiters that the average soldier doesa’t
look upon $13 a month as any great graft.

Secretary Cortelyoun is trying to im-
press us with the fact that stockings were
made to be worn and rot to hoard money
in.

James J. Hill says the railroads need
billions of dollars. From present pros-
pects, it will be some time before they
get ‘em.

An Italian count one American heiress
married turned out to be an ex-conviet.
Some of the other counts haven't yet been
convicted.

Those peonle who will fail to notice the
absence of “In God We Trust” from the
new ten-dollar gold pieces will be largely
in the majority.

Astronomers are worrying over the fact
that the rings of Saturn are disappearing.
Mezybe the hard times have compelled her
to pawn ‘em.

Fines aggregating £14,000 have been In-
flicted upon a party of hazers in a Chi-
cango school. There won't be any more
hazing in that school.

Every time the price of meat goes up a
cent it costs the American consumer
£168,000,000. That's enough to drive a
wan to breakfast foed.

If Mrs. Stuyvesant Fish can engineer
an effective crusade against American
girls marrying foreigners, she wili save
this country lots of money and the girls
lots of trouble.
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Although the keel |

Basiness for the year is now virtually
|rompleted, and the pecessary prepara-
,tions for inventories and repairs to ma-
| thinery engage more attention. Develop-
ments this week have not beem without
|eneouugemmt for the future. Banking
| conditions made a closer approach to the

normal, money circulated free'y and
the Christmas trade proportions
which indicated cheerfulness
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The schooner Jesse Barlow was
dewn near Pollock Rip lightship on
' Cod. The crew of six men bad a
escape.

Neth Tow, former president of Colam-
bia university, has been eclected president
of the National Civic Federation to sue-
ceed Angust Belmont at the New York
meeting.

i

Admiral Dewey gave a dinner at his
home in Washington. . His birthday is
Dec. 26, but the dinner was

beld when
it was so that the President might at-
tend. ,

Ex-Scnator W. A. Clark of Montana
is acting as mediator at Butte in
fight between the labor unions aad
Rocky Mountain Bell Telephone

y. \
mmmmor.m in
which newspaper publishers and the ln-
ternational ographical Union are m-
terested, met at Indianapodis and discass-
el the printers’ scale paid in Chicago.

Foreigners attacked Constable James
Dolan at Lebanon, Pa., when b attempt-
ed to arrest coal thieves, amd the consta-
ble, in self defense, shot into the crowd,
killing two Hungarians.

Pera and Chile, through the madium of
Sepor Balmaceda, the OMI::I minister
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