
ACCOUNT OF A HOAX.

STORY OF THE MOHICAN’S LOSS IN

THE NORTH PACIFIC OCEAN.
. '

How “Lying Tom Barrett” Came to Tell

the Yarn—A Rivalry Had Grown Up

f Among the Munchanaens, but the Mo-

hican Lie Was a Little Too Much.

Very many persons may remember

the story that was telegraphed and ca-

bled all over the world in the summer

of 1895 of the sinking of the United
States revenue cutter Mohican by the

British seal pirate Belle of the Pacific

somewhere in that indefinite part of the

north Pacific ocean "known to all Alas-

kans as “the westward.” Not so miftjy
probably will remember that the story
was a fake, because it is the lamentable
history of such things that the truth

never completely overtakes, the lie. It

was a He out of whole cloth, as was

demonstrated when the Mohican turned

up all right that fall at the end of the

patrol season, but the manner of it/pub-
lication bas not been told.

This lie began to have its being years
ago-when the steamers first began to

take tourists from “down below,
”

as

Alaskans call the States, up through the

gorgeous scenery of the north Pacific

coast line for a peep at the northern ter-

ritory. As a usual thing the tourists

spend eight dr teh hours ashore at Ju-

xjean and as much more inSitka. Some-

times they make a dash np to Muir gla-
cier. Altogether they See a lot of the

country in a panoramic sort of way, and

they hear a great deal more about it. It

is cne of the lands where the blindest

bluffs hold good and the wildest tales

: are tin.. So Lhe'o they get back to the

States again, tourists begin to un-

fold to their ..rends and their friends’

• friends ar-> 1 to their acquaintances and
to anybody who willlisten, particularly
to overereduloua newspaper men, the

wildest tales that human ingenuity can

devise.

For a long time tbe Alaskans did

their best to chase down these lies, but

they failed. The liar had all the advan-

tagee of telegraphs and daily mails and
the widespread publicity given by the
too credulous newspaper men. Then the

Alaskans gave up the direct attack and

took up tbe gentle art of lying thern-

¦ selves. They had so much time to prac-
tice when there was nothing else to in-

terfere that every two weeks, when the

mailboat came in, a fine new crop of

marvelous stories had been carefully
harvested for dissemination in the

States. The steamship men were always
the medium through which these stories

were communicated to the credulous

public of Oregon, Washington and Cali-

fornia. These steamship men rapidly
acquired a large reputation with the

readers of thrilling newspaper accounts

of bravo newspaper deeds. The people
on the Pacific coast seem to be singular-
ly open minded and receptive. But even

they caught on after awhile to the fact

/
that the Alaskans were jollying them.

Then resentment took the natural form,
and yon couldn’t find a Pacific coast

man ¦with a horse rake who would be-

lieve an Alaska steamship man’s story
if the narrator was literally incased in

Bibles.

It developed through the somewhat

general competition that as a compound-
er of able tales Tom Barrett was easily
at the head. ,He won his distinction and

his title at the same time, springing
from comparative obscurity in the ranks

of liars by one successful coup. Barrett

was in the employ of a trading company
at the westward. He rolled into Sitka

one day the most astonishing sto-

ries of the auriferous riches of Middle-

ton island, a little chunk of rock and

sand that had been heaved up above the

water by some submarine, volcanic erup-
tion far out in the middle of the north

Pacific ocean. AllAlaska that could go
started for Middleton island on the

strength of Barrett’s yarns, and all

Alaska that couldn’t go grub staked

somebody-who could. When the excite-

ment was over and those who went to

Middleton island had got back and those

who didn’t go were out their grub
stakes, the man who had started the

rush spontaneously became known to all

Alaska aa “Lying Tom Barrett ”

“Lying Tom Barrett” told the yarn
about the Mohican to the newspaper man

in Port Townshend, who telegraphed
a column of it to his paper in Seattle

and started it around the world. Bar-

rett was coming down from Alaska and

on the way put up the job with the

steamship men to spring a yarn that

should make a sensation in the States.

The steamship men know they couldn’t

make it go themselves, but they agreed
to back Barrett up in whatever he said

and -to give him a good send off if there

was effort at verification. So when the

steamer put in at Port Townshend, Bar-

rett got himself interviewed, and the

next day the world was reading “Cap-
tain Thomas Barrett’s” remarkable sto-

ry of the loss of the Mohican. When

the yarn got back to Juneau and Sitka,
there were some Alaskans w,ho laughed
mightily at the hoax, but others, who

knew the officers of the Mohican thought
of the cruelty of it to the relatives and

friends of the cutter’s men, and on the

whole Barrett’s story did not meet with

the approval even of the liars. That

was carrying the thing too far. Harm-

less stories about islands of gold or im

possible customs o\ unheard of people
were well enough, but this lie turned

the tide- in favor of truthfulness, and

now Alaskans are more circumspect in

their stories about the territory. But

Barrettwill never be anybody but “Ly-
ing Tom” to them.—New York Sun.

A Rossini Mot.

Arditi prints in his reminisconces a

pleasant littlemot of Rossini. When

Mme. Arditi was first presented to him,
the great composer bowed and said,
“Now I know why Arditi composed ‘Il

Bacio’ (‘The Kiss’).
”

Again, when Ar-

diti had done Rossini some trifling serv-

ice, the composer was prefuse in thanks

and cordially offered him as a souvenir
“one of my wigs,” which were arrang-
ed bn stands on the chiffonier.

THE RICHES OF MEXICO.

What th-* United States Consular Report
Says of That Country’s Prospects.

Mexico is not only one of the coming
coffee countries, but is also a coming
tobacco country. Mexico seems soon

destined to wear the mantle of Havana

in tobacco production, and, once secur-

ed, it is safe to predict that itwillnever

pass away, for the soil' of the tobacco

region is so deep as to be practically in-

exhaustible, being from 8 to 20 feet in

depth, and in some places even 80 feet.

Moreover, its extent is probably 100

times that of the Cuban tobacco region,
when wo take into consideration the

fact that, acre for acre, the percentage J
of cultivated land at the present mo- I
ment capable of producing tobacco of

the very highest grade is greater in 1
Mexico than it ever was in Cuba in its '
best days. We can from this easily see j
what willbe the amount produced in I
the future. Mexico’s resources in this ;
direction ate practically so great as toj
make it certain that itwillbecome rich '
from its tobacco alone. No doubt the -
result will be finally to cheapen Ha- i
vana cigars and put them within reach;
of all. Mexico will, however, even then

raise the tobacco, but the cigars will,be

made elsewhere. Why should not the

tobacco men of the United States see

their way to control this business, which

is certain to assume colossal propor-
tions?

It does seem clear that if the United
States will follow the initiative set by
Frenchmen and French writers, the
control of the traffic in Havana cigars
can be centered in the eastern part of

the United States, The tobacco.lands of

Mexico form an fmmense~inverted capi-
tal T, the cross stretching from Tuxte-

peo (Oaxaca) and tbe upper valley of

the Papalcapam through tbs southern

portion of Oaxaca into the Tehuantepec
highlands and thence into the state of

Chiapas. The upright of the T stretches

from the valleys of the Colorado and
the Trinidad rivers (which form the

San Juan river) eastward to the San

Andres Tuxtla canton.

Tbe cream of the tobacco lands will

undoubtedly be found in the valleys of

tbe Colorado and Trinidad rivers, but

chiefly tbe latter. The soil in. those val-

leys is from 10 to 15 feet deep and of

tbe very richest quality and is equally
adapted for coffee or tobacco. It may be

taken as axiomatic hr regards Mexico

that the land that is good for one is

equally good for the other. This, how-

ever, did not prove true in Java, and

the tobacco of Java bad exactly the

qualities and defects of the coffee; thus

mixture is required. To the eastward

of the main valley of the Trinidad river,
in the transverse valleys, the soil is

even deeper than 10 to 15 feet, and here

one finds mahogany trees of the most

astonishing size and of the finest quali-
ty, This region is called Las Mdnterias
de Caoba and is very extensive. North
of tbe Colorado river the soil is cntii i-1
ly different, and here is an immeu 3

growth of live oaks—Las Encinales, In

the open glade it is probable,that sugar
cane could be produced as advantageous-
ly as in any part of Mexico.

A New Achievement.

General Weyler is entitled to another

ovation; his troops have killed 2,000
noncom batants.—St Louis Republic.

TALE OF A RUNAWAY PIG

Hl» Fondness For Potato Patches Jxxl Him

Into Trouble.

In the old home we once bad a funny
little pig. He was generally to be seen

in the act of running away* Hardly ever

<io I remember seeing bis face toward

me. He also had a knack of getting
away from all the other pigs.

The field next the house—the "home

field," as we used to call it—was a kind

of common for the hogs, cattle and

fowls. The next was a potato field, and

the littlepig had taken it into his head to

get into that one. How, he got in no one

could tell, for the field was well fenced

and there was no opening through which

he could enter. How did he get in?

One day I watched. He wandered in

a sort of unnoticeable way toward a

crooked old Jog, across which the fence

had been built.

Suddenly, though closely watching, I

lost sight of my littlefriend. But before

I had recovered from my surprise I was

astonished to see him in the potato field.

‘‘Well, now', that is very strange," I

said. ‘‘How did he do it?”

I went to the old log, and, 10, it was

hollow. The whole trick became tjuite
clear to me.

I went into the potato field to drive
him out, intending to steer him toward

the end of the log so that he might get
out the same way he got in. Here he

had the best of me entirely. He either

could not or would not see the log and

maintained such an air of ignorance on

that point that 1 had to give up the task

in despair, drive him out by the gate
and bring him home by a long, round-

abfiuLyyaX- -

The next day I made up my mind to

play a trick on him, and I did, I wont
out very early and moved the log just a

little eo that both ends would bo in the

“homo field.”

Then I stood at some distance off and

watched. I never was more amused in

my life. He separated himself from the

other pigs and then went toward the old

log gbt In and through it and (as
he evidently thought) got out into the

potato field. I could understand this by
the way he immediately began to sniff

for the potatoes. But, finding none, he

seemed somewhat puzzled.
Somehow it dawned on him that ho

was still in thd ‘‘home field,
”

and he con-

cluded that he had not gone through the

log. So he went through it once more,
but only to find himself again in the
“home field. ”

This seemed to puzzle him more than

ever. He looked around in astonishment.

I could clearly see that expression on

his face. For a moment ho stopped and

was evidently thinking very hard. Once

more he got through the log, with the
same result of finding himself in’the
“homo field. ”

This time, I am sure, if he could have,
talked he would have cried out,

“bpooksl”
Ho stood quite still for a few seconds,

sniffed the air, and I could distinctly
see the bristles on his back gradually
rising up on end. Suddenly he uttered

a peculiar kind of “book” and ran with
all his might toward the other pigs.

The little pig was never seen in that

part of the field again. Many a time we

tried to drive him to the old log, but we

could not get him to go.—-Ladies’ Jour-
nal.
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HERE’S YOUR OP-

PORTUNITY.

A New Eight-volume En-

cyclopaedia

At About Your Own Price.

Every one who has had occasion to

consult the cumbersome old encyclo-
pedias for sumo needed information,
effectually,concealed in some longarticle,
will be glad to know of the appearance

of a new general reference work built

along different tines, so that any child

who can read may nucce: ully consult

It.

Such a work Is The New Standard
American Encyclopaedia in eight large
quarto volumes, and wheh embraces

the substance of all the other encyclo-
posdias, besides a very large amount of

now up-to-date matter bore, of them

contain. It Introduces a vast number

of now words, names, facis, ideas, in-

ventions, methods and dt velopments.
It treats, in ail, over (JO,OOO topics,
which is from 6,01 K) |o 10,C > more than •
any other work. The pul hors of the

“Standard American’’ hav< also lavishly
embellished the now work There are

over 3,500 illustrations, i.hich cover

every conceivable subject, boding new

Interest to the descriptions, and forming
a succession of pleasing surprises. It also

contains over 300 colored r aps, charts,
and diagrams, and cousii'utes a com-

plete atlas of the world .such as no other

encyclopaedia has undertaken to present.

This feature willbo found < f the highest
value in the education of the young, for

the pictures and colored maps will have

a distinct fascination for them, and thus

prove an important incentive to reading
and study.

The professional or business man,

whoso time is money; the teacher, who

is called upon to at oncecnswej? all sorts

of questions; the toiling student and

inquiring scholar, at home or the desk,
will find in the now work the most use-

ful and practical library In the world for

quick and ready reference on all sub-

jects. One who owns it will possess

the equivalent of a score of other ref-

erence books which would cost many

times the price ot this.

Another feature in which the new

work stands absolutely a! no, is In Its

very full appendixes, which embrace

over 100 subdivisions, Inc’ ding a Bio-

graphical Dictionary, a > ictionary of

Technical Terms, a Ga eor of the

United States, Presidential Elections in

the’United States, Reiigioio Summaries,
State and Territorial Elect! n Statistics,

Statistics of the population >f the world,
and a veritable mine of information on

thousands of subjects of universal inter-

est and importance.
But it is in its treatment of recent

subjects that the Standard American

willbe found of paramount value. All

other encyclopaedias are from five to ton

years old, and are silent regarding hun-

dreds of topics that every reference work

should contain. Such, for Instance, as

“The X-Ray,” “Argon,” “Horseless

Carriages,” “The Atlanta Exposition,”
“Color Photography,” etc., etc. It also

gives biographies of hundreds of people
who have lately become famous, such as

Prof. Roentgen, discoverer of the “X-

---llay,” lan MacLaren, Dr. Nansen, the

explorer, Rudyard Kipling, etc.,, etc.,

On account of its lateness in all those

matters, as well as its accuracy, it has

become the standard in Schools, Col-

leges, Courts, Public Libraries, and

wherever important questions coino up

for discussion.

It would therefore seem that no pro-

fessional man, artisan, mechanic, teacher,

pupil, or farmer, can well afford to bo

without this most useful, practical and

latest of all oneyclopsediiw, especially as

its price has been so arranged as to

make thu work a great bargain, and

render its possession possible to almost

any one who earnestly desires to own it.

Detailed particulars regarding the

work and how to secure it at practically
your own price, may be found in an

advertisement on another page of this

issue. •
.

Winter Races at Hot Sprigs.

Captain H. O. Price has a scheme in
hand with a syndicate of wealthy turf-
men and capitalists to invest SIOO,OOO
in a winter race track at Hot Springs,
Ark. Price is negotiating with property
owners and-hotel men, and if lie .arrives
at satisfactory terms the scheme will
materialize. The syndicate proposes to

build a fine track, a splendid grand
stand and stable room for 800 horses.

*

They guarantee to take 000 racers to the

Springs and race every day from about

Dec. 15 to about March 15. They ask

the citizens of Hot Springs to donate

certain land and to subscribe $3,000 per
annum to be divided into four SSOO and
one SI,OOO stakes to bo raced for on the

proposed track.

Luckiess Dee Watt of Mississippi.

, Dee Watt, who lives just over the

Kemper line in Sumter county, is the

most unlucky individual we heard of in

many moons. Last spring he had 100

head of fine hogs and 1,000 bushles of

corn, and he began feeding them, with

the expectation of soon having a carload
of fat porkers to put on the market.

Just about the time he wds getting
ready to ship cholera broke out among

them, and all but 26 died. During one

of the first cold spells we had he killed

1,500 pounds of those that escaped'the
cholera, and that spoiled. He is now

minus his bogs and 1,000 bushels of

corn.—Dekalb Pxeas,
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Mineralogy, Electricity, Theology, Law, y
Medicine, Political Economy, Statistics, etc., A
etc.

Fresh from the Press 4

Cost to Produce r

Tha NEW STANDARD AMERICAN A
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i to place a few introductory sets in each community throughout the country for comparison with all other reference works as to plan, scope, late- r
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y
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