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that Ashton was reslly hia homse. Fo
hed already adopted her in his hears as
his gister, and o could not pereeive that
she rebelled against the relationehip, |

: | though ghe gave absolutely no sign of |

her own feelmgq.
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Migs Dora Thistle did mot call a$ the
rtore the rext day, and the dar after a
brlght young man from the c*ty arrived
and gquite absorbed her attention for the

rest of the time she spent at Ashton. |
’ Alec wasevideutly a great puzazles to her,
{'and she felt ‘that i% wss hast to let him

alove. RBesides, ha had grewn very sin-

! pid, and Mr, Melton, with kigwhite flan-

| mel mmit, brown shces and very broad
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i j contained, Alec knew, a lot of her good

brimmed kat with a red baud, was al-
ways ints Mr, Melton did not
kuow Almf, and once or swice was rath-
ey rude to bim, until Migg Thisile whis-

reating.

Phict
thewn be only stared

| bard at Alee and ru{w‘ his heed.

[ But before the sumnes was pass tho |

young men of the village wade shy ad- |
| yances to Alec, and he got om to very |
. | friendly terma with those he mes every
Bunday in his Fabbath sshool clese,

One duy Aleo decided to confde his |
personal doubts and difficulties to George
Marston, the blackemith, He was quist- |
ly looking about to see if he could find !
any remunerative employment oz oocu-
pation, and thought that George might !
suggest some ides. Mr. Higgins still |
gave him only his board and lodging,
thongh he had freely allowed Alsc to |
take things from the store on oredif,

" Ask him for $5 a week,’’ said George
when Alec moentioned this.  *‘You de-
gerve it, and be will n Jover give i# to you
unless, yoo agk him.’

Alec n Bit
tion of ’-', al
| pron \ptt 7 accorded.

‘I thought you wa
worlz all sunimoer on ¢
anid J( ‘“Put if yor
wasn't saying nothing

Tha sharp ( ctober gta bhad tnfn:‘d
all the maplae 1 AVES HO a:'! ¢ and all the |
el and 2 yellow
ivy lmn H )u low and scarlet together
1t was tiine to bring home the young

M.'IA'

'ging for the addi-
85 n we { the request waa |
x gqueer chap to |
hing a week,’’
wmted todo it I |

»

,‘v-\

Maraton and Aleo wero deputed so go
for ther foe the neighborhood. Gearge
Mazrston wae considered the best hand at
ovaxing oattle in the village, and he in
tarn asked Aleo to go with bim. Joe
Higgiuns readily let the young man off,
for Le had cattle of his own to be
brought They weré to take George
Marston’s Concord wagon and bay mare,
a fxet rate roadster. In the wagom were
planty of blankets, so that they might
8leap a night on the bottom of it if need
be, and oate for the imare and a big
lunch baegket that *Lisbeth prepared. It

things—ginger cockies and omrrant jelly
and hnckleberry jam, besides more solid
muirimeat, and there was a big jug of
[ sweet oider.

Lhey would be gane no doubt for, these
days, if not fonr or five, for it wi
Tiles tothe mountains aod honting ent-
tlo and driving them home are very slow
work. They would start esrly on Mon-
duy maorning and reach the pasturage by
evening, The next day wonld eome the

7| huut for the slray ones, and there was
i wo e lling how long that

hen it would require not less than two
m,n, to drive the gattle home, even if |
thoy traveled more or less steadily dur-

{ ing the interveming night.

Aleo liked the idea of t;ak*ng gach
trip with George Marston, for a fond-
ness had' growA up between the man
and the lad which was clearly recog-
nized by both, though never spoken of.
Perhaps 'Ligbeth was the mutual bond,
for she had become liké a very sister to

'Aleo, and he Hed done all he could to
forward the ewis of Marston, bo whom
also he lgoked for a sort of protecting,
brotherlydnterest which ia ocongoling to
think of, sven if it does not mean very
mttch practically. :

"Lisbeth tock great paing in getting
the two off comiurtahdy.. Many a little
thing was added for their welfare which
they would never have thought of. At 6
0'elock in the morning the old, dirty,
rattling wagon, with ita rough floos,
that had wide cracks in it, stood before
the veranda of the store, and om this
special occasion the . store door wes
standing open. PBut thoegh rather ill
looking, the wagon had good springs
and good wheels, and the hay mare was
fresh and sleek in her substamtial
though searcely elegant harness. REy-
erything had Been put into the wagon
the night before ezoept the lunch baaket,
and 'Lisbeth had been up for anm hoar
past preparing that. Alec now appeared

at the door bringing 18, and George and
*Lisbeth were olose behind bim. He put

the basket im behind, and George got

‘I'm to the seat amd sook up the reina

When all wes ready, .Aleo jumped up
on the low veranda, and,

, and the |.

onttle from the mourntaing, and George !

wounld take. |

a bt Trom Aleo, and éﬂy] “up
her lips to Géorge, who bemt and
ber shyly, and ’Lisbeth slipped her ks
up into_his for just & momsent.
they were gone. It was still sarly, lhg

very gray twilight of the morning, t
air was cool and bracing, snd the mare
otted briskly away. Buaé after awhile

i th‘y fell to talking about varioas topics |

I of philosophy and lifs. Love alwsys |
{ suggests the philosophy of life, for is |
not love the great mystery? Bat neither |
of them was sentimental, and soon obhsr |
things distracted them.

They wers doing wp the fall work. Now
and then the traveless get wide views
over the fields and ferests, which seemed
clothed in gorgeous, reyal robes of fam-
ing red and yellow minglsd with the
fark green of the plues and heoslosks.
Indeed,
strange and diflexest from the aofl
grogns of the spring. Mozesver, ths air

iw»s cool and dey; only white "&"7 | juet coming . up round aed red, casting |

clonds fcatod ia the sky, and the yel-
[ lowing leaves eams rustliing briskly
down, RMoss of the apples had been
| picked, but opem bern doors showed long
{ lines of unheaded barrels vosy with the
{red fruit, and hers and there in the
{ fields were huge heaps, woggeeting the
| barvest of the year. Besides, allthe men
| Beemsd to work with a relaxing yed
buoyant energy, as if hankful that the
ihmsvy work of the year was over. Why
{ i8-it that we love the autema when the
| winter will come 80 scom, with its dul),
{cloudy Noveruber days amd ite Decem-
ber snows and ite Januery ice? Anrd
| Why is the spxing 80 gad, even when i
)15 the glad herald of a mew year apd |
| new life? Perhaps it is that we who ave
( ripening rejoice in the ripeness and
. mf,l ow bounty of autumn, while the
Bpring saddang us because i§ suggests a
i new qfo and budding hopes to others,
but not to ns. At any ate autumn is
Iﬁl]ug with joy, i8 very joy iteelf in fnll-
nesg, and'when it pution such regal
| robes ag it does in NeW#England, when
| the leaves of all the and shrabs
| and vines turo to such brilliant hues, it
{ becomies indeod triumphal.

When at night they reached the pas-
turage they found bhalf a dozen steers
and bufers that George greeted famil-
Harly and which came to eat the salt in
his hand. He was disappointed to find

then they prepared themselves for the

They prepared thelr lunch together.
nighé. campfire ‘'was buils, over
| which George made tea and ococked
| some egge, - The ireagures of 'Ligheth’s
| basket were fully explored, the msre
was unharnessed and tied ont to gruse,
for there was a little dried grass ont-
side the pasture bare, though vegy little
ingida. Then the boys got their hlankots
and sat gbount the fire talking vaguely
as the twilight deepened and the stars
came ouf.. Both seemed happy, but
Alec was| lmost ecstatic. When, a little
later, they made their rude beds on: the
wagon bottom, he lay awake a long
time looking up into the clear, still sky.
Never before had he 48lept under the
open starg, and now with regret’ he
wished fortane had not always provided
him with & bed in those first struggling
days.

The next day they were mouring the
woods, eagh souobmg in & different di-
rection fof the missing \datle. It w
one of those warm ¥ days whc»n
the sunshine seems yelfwest of =il
the year.. A few rustli iy ('ed-d leaves
fluttered underfoot, and 4y, branches
broke, while partridges :1 up on
every side, winging low ng the
ground or running with lized heads.
Here andithere might oateh glimpses |
up the gozges moBtains, revoal- |
ing a splendor end a :
must reandn W e

3

B)iGenth of |

it was s gloriona #ight, so : cool ; the stare ghone down steadily ; the | bo back,’’ said Ales, smd wemd em with
i W»ud rustled 13

80 few. But thege were secured, and’

'* soemed

;he hezrd '8

l

‘- S0 at daylight the pext

|

n‘iﬁl Hipping ¥
He had pot much 4
them towzrd the bas
iaclined of thcwasely

half, go the sun @
Ales and George

Only three ~f the hend wen

and these they boped to Snd

of the pasture yet unvisited
But Gecrge #eemed very

desd, and scdrcely spoke.

his free, {rank, cardial tome, and

iheirnn unkvoutd‘ &mm
the valley behind the

long ehrill whistle bwa
George, m& hurried toward it as rapid-
{ ly as he conld. I8 was half sa houz be-
| fore he resched the bars, but here he

{ found Georgs and the mlﬁ:aﬁh.

| would be ready to start for homse
George wes taciturn as eves. Aleo

- oppreased, railied him om bei
There was among fermers great ac- (e o7 g

tivity near at home just st this season. |

in love, tellieg him that after thad part-
icg kiss be cughkt: to be » bappy man.
The otker's face lightened somewhas ab

| thig, batstill he did not resume his nat-

|
|
!
i
i

vral eheerfulnsss. They ate supper
quietly, and aa both were tired they

| cn lay down in their blankets to sleep.

}

|

1

|

{ the first time.

Bat neliber slept. It was clear sad

$ly bat mowrnfully im |

the trees; over In ihe edst the moon was !

long shadows among the tress. They lay |

thug for a loag time with no ofaer |

sounde. Alee would bave gone #0 sleep
long ago bad he not been wo very tired.
Buddenly George actked, as if he weare
inquiring what o’clock it were, but half
expectad to find his bedfellow asleep:
“Did you ever kise her before?”’
‘““No,” gaid Aleo in the same tome.

{ “‘I'don’s know how I happened to then,
| only she looked so lenely.’’

‘Do you think she eares for me?"’
came the question after a littlo pause.

“Why, of courss. Iam spure of it
Didn't you kow it? I knew it from the

| frst night I steidd there. You kriow that

Saturday evening you came. I saw her
cry a little behind the door whea you
ware gong.’’

There was
this.
speak,
old cheery tone;

**You'd batter go to sleep, Alec.

and we wusi be off early tomorrow. It's

a good thing we’ve got all the cattle |

in,

!

But Alec bad besn watching the face
of "Ligbeth. Ha:mhﬂeﬁcapedher
eyes; her face was

lines. -

“I'ngoviﬁ mothes. ®

“No, you stay with George” sald
Mmn Hi oves af this moment
thongh of the propricties to her

‘“Gieorge can take care of himsslf.
Aleo can Jook after him,’’ said ’'Lisbeth
curtly, and took her mother’s arm.

The two men sat Jogking at each oth-
ez for a little while. Then Aleo said:

““I think I'll clear off the table ’Lis-
beth must be pretty well -d wp to-
mmn A

As he began bis work Gecegs rose and |

said he thought he must be going; thak
he wounld come over im the morming,
and be glad 60 ¢o amything in the world
be ocmid do.

“Ho;stay a little whils, "Lisbeth will

his woek. Bo Georg
ner of the yoom

st doon im o eos-
waited.

In ten mioutes owr dainty-elty lad |
bed perfarmed the dmiies af t&w table

girl. Thon be wart to elose wp o store.
He bolted the fromt @sor amd pud omt

wuﬁdnwnin

the lights Then ho went the ropnd of |

the windows ia the taverm, fasienis

' them as My

tomed to do

dining room he hemrd voloss and knew

"Lisbeth must be there Glecrge was
| etanding in fromt of laew, & hemd on each
of her shonlders S

I don’t know but this ia & bad time "

|
|
| to say
3

| meangt to say it when Igot back. 1 was

i
|
{
|
y
}
f

a very long sitlence after |
Neither moved nor offered to |
Buab at last George said in his
i But
It’s |
tough tramping over the mountains for ‘s, -
T'm protty stiff myself, | 1.

The journey home was a long.and !

tedions one.

One of the men had to |

walk all the way, and they took turns. |
At the end of the first day they were g0 |

fagged out that George decided tosecure | .1,

a pen if possible in which to kesp the
cattle for the night, and at last succeed-
ed. The next day one of the steers ran
away, and while ten miles from home
they were obliged to drive the other
cattle into @ neighbor’s barnyard and
80 to hunt for the missing one, which

| they found along npear midnight and

drove back to the others. They reached
Ashton about 10 o’clock in the evening
of the third day. The store wsa still
lighted, and George seemed in exoeed-
ingly cheerful spirits as they drew near.

They drove the cattle into the gmaa.:"

barnyard at the rear, and they (neoxge
brought the horee around to the froné of
tho store, while Aleo entered the build-
ing at the rear. As everything in the
kitchen was still and dark, he made his
‘way into the dining room, where sup-
per was spread for himself and George,
though no one was there, and then he
went on .into the store, where ’Lisbeth
must be. No doubt the children had
goue to bed, and possibly Mrs. Higgins
also.

To his surprise, he found the store
full of strangers. Alec read in their
faces that soinething had happened, and
he hurried on toward the outer door,
where he could see 'Lisbeth and Mra.
Higgins looking into the dark‘for him-
salf and George. As Hereached the door
he made a sound, and Mra. Higgins
turned enddenly and fell om his neck
sobbing as she wumbled ont:

“Oh, Mr. Howe, I knew yon wounld
«ome; I knew you wonld come! You’ve
always been that good to me and ’Lis-
beth, smd even Joe spoke well of you. I
knew you wonld come!’’

“What is tho matter?’’ asked Alee,
looking at ’Lisbeth, and involuntarily
drawing away somewhas from Mrs.
Higging’ embrace.

’Lisbeth torned a ead, pale face on
him, and said shortly:

“‘Father's had = fit snd died aboat

| two hours ago. We’ve been waiting for

1 you

}

pruose Shat | ghose 9is about two houra

3

" had # waiting
| Geoxge. Don’t talk about going off .

LS
i

*dud.&uemnh

»_:touuwod

to oume.  Where {8 Georgs?”’

; gam,” answered Alee, for George
hud come np in the dark and was stand-
ing o@she step. | 'Lisbeth twrned and
gtood fading him,

‘‘Father’s dead,” she said in the
| same monotomous tope in which she had
addressed Ales, ‘'He died in ome of
ago. We’'ve

been '“Ig for you. The neighbors.

me in and offered to help, but thoy
owM do mothing. '’

OMM orawded around, muck
Aleo’s emnoyance, but 'Lisbsth and .o

%

| Higgins and George seemed to thi:.x it

only natoral that they should. ¢
Liabd'.h aaid {n the sama tone as biknan:

**Comee in and have your supper. '+

i for you. Comr a,

Come in. Snppersan rmdy 4

THER @BSEQUIES OF JOE HIGOINIL
48 thedactor and a neighbor b: 4 per-
formed the ry offices fur tbe
. $0 4o nosv but
wmxn:gow Kindvmnen

Fet

| thinking about i% all the way along.
i Now that he’s gone you’ll need some-
1 body to take care of yon and the folks, |
and I don’t know thatI’m good for any- |

thing else if you’ll jusi have me, ’Lis-

4«. 7'

CUL
He spoke in a hqmmfmg, jerky way.
‘Lisheth understood.
““Bng,”’ waid she, ‘T won't tie myself |
with all my father’s fawily |
on my skirts.  If mother and |
4 geb encugh out cf the store
;8 t0 take care of them proper-
08 I might.’! - .

Aleo. beard something that
iy tike & kisas v A moment later |
‘es shumbling blindly ovt fnto
.y, He stumbled into Alec, who |
h;is with himi and bade him 8 |

4 night, which guite bronght
o his normal senses. Alec fastened |
the door after Bim snd went into the
diu‘mb room, whewe Lisheth was stand-
ing by the tabla

“I’ve fastenad all the wktdown," sxid
Alec, “‘and the doo:s o bolted exoept
out this way

‘1’11 fasien out hu'e,” said "Lisbeth,
but Alec followed her, and their hande
sometimes jmet in‘the dark. A tear or
two dropn on his, and then he nog+
ticed \ha st#he was sobbing and conld
not stop despite Ber every effort. When
they got to the dining room whergthere
wag a light, she lay her haad on the ta-
ble, her arms stretchod ous before her,
and gave way at last to the grief she
had so laong contained. Alec ssood and
watched here till the tears began to run
down his face too. :

But at last she stopped and they be-
gan to talk. They consulted as tQ what
was to be done. In a veiled way they |
talked over ’Lisbeth’s . possible mar-
risge. ’'Lisbeth decided that sheé and
Alec must get the stors to rightas snd
manage things for the winter. 'In the
gpring perhaps—but it wonld be time
encugh to talk abont it then.

“The children don’t know,!’  gaid

"Lisbeth, ‘‘they don’t know a thing. |

As he wemt toward tho’

it,”” George was saying, ‘‘yed 1| .
don’t know but it’s the righs time. I|.

Bob Breo.kmndge, for yesrs cor
ed incorrigible, the son of the
i gressroan, has returned home
thrac years’ tramp.
Ha lefs Lexington, Ky., in the'
mamer of « 1898, going to New ¥¢
vom there he 9h1pp¢,d on a sailing
scl befors the mast to Caloa
| biing the cape of Good Hops,
v tnmugh the Indian ocean apd W
of Bengal, Arriving a$é Caloutia h
| the ship's employ and secayed  ay
 pointment as A govnrnmeaﬂ
‘which porition he held for nive m
Tlrmg of Indis, he shipped as
nu a veseel bound for Cape Town.
i remained there for several mg
when he went to Quilimane; ‘of
| Seamberzi river. He fouud Bauth
| worse than India and oonoltd
{torn $0 Calcutta. He shipped
| Forte' Viote, a vessel which &
all on board on its next voy
weeks after he had arrived at
He remained in India several
when he engaged with a veuel
t Australia. A
He lsuded in New South
where bo remained a year. He
country s suffering from hard
which are ten times worse th
thing known in the. United
From the smtipodes he sailed
8cotoh ship acrosa the Pecific to
co, Mexico. He tramped throw
country to the City of Mexi
| tance of 250 miles, croming the
| Madre wountaing over the old

8
3

; l mala trail. After many adven

{ muoch privesion he oontm Gt
negy to Ean Antomo,
was taken i1l with fm
i iag in a hospital peve
tained wi ,:k on & og
fug between cities of
‘Lor two lmu be took
I'where tho faver agaih\
for a month. He th
home." Hs g
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