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- dining-room and kitchen furni-

o

~ stock, with fresh vegetables and

. with holes in the top for a char-

‘and extends for about twenty

- chasers.

; the can to carry on the trade

. noon the fleet makes sail again,
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The Records Commission of lnqn}y b Mexio.

Trumbull Wiate Gives. a2 -Vivid Deseript

I

ion- of Scenes ot Poverty and Squalor

in the City of Mexico, and Draws Some Comparisons with, Localities
: in Chicago and New York.

beme Ignorance and Stolid Indifference of the Masses of the People to Be
Oomderea in Comparing the Condition of the Young Republie
with That of the United States.

Correspondence of the Chicago
Record.

City of Mexico, Sept. 17.—This
morning I spent some hours:
walking about in what my escort
called *‘the slummiest of all the
slums of the city of Mexico.” It
cannot be denied that they are
pretty bad. The streets them-
selves are cleauer as to surface
rubbish and dust than the streets
of the poorest quarters of Chi-
cago, and show evidences of
much more frequent sweeping.
But that is because peon labor
is so cheap that sweeping doesn‘t
cost much.

In the houses. however, the
poverty and uncleanness of the
people are offensively in evi-
dence. There are odors that
defy analysis. There is an amaz-
ing absence of turniture. Tbe
squalor and the apparent in-
differehce to it are distressing.
People are crowded together in
small rooms, with no possible
privacy for the sexes, and, as
witnessed at every turn, with no
particular desire for any. A
few earthen and tin vessels for
cooking and eating purposes,
and a stove of brick or stone,

Special

coal fire, seem to be the only

ture. For beds, a few smaw
mats and some sheepskins are
sufficient. Most of the floors are
earthen. and the walls, of course,
adobe. .

At its farthest limit this ex-
pedition terminated with a walk
along the bark of the 'Viga
canal: This waterway is the
avenue over which the greater
part of the market supplies of
the capital come to the city. It
is from thirty to fifty feet wide,

miles out dinto the country, be-
tween market gardens almost all
the way. In the early morning
the canal is crowded with the
boats of the peons who supply
the markets. The flat-bottomed
craft are loaded, till they are al-
most concealed, with fodder for

fruits, and with native manufac-
tures of pottery and all sorts of
trinkets that may appeal to pur-

For a long distance from the
city the hither bank of the canal
is lined with stalls and booths.
They are all temporary, erected
daily by the huckster who has
something to sell, and usually
consist of nothing but a rickety
awning. Here in the shade are
hundreds of men and women
with their wares to sell, calling
out the qualities of the goods,
much after the fashion of the
fakirs who line the approache%
to a county fair at home.

Besides the wholesale supplies
of fruits and vegetables, which
are brought here by boats and
then ca,rrled to the city markets
on the backs of burros or men,
are the things which may be
wanted by these business repre-
sentatives of the peon elass. Re-
freshment stands serve the
usual articles of Mexican peon
diet—corn cakes or tortillas,

beans or frijoles, steaming sweet |

corn on the cob, peppers with
meat, which is to say chile con
carne, and pulque-shops‘are very
near.

‘So all day, while the people
who have gone to the city with
the cargoes are away, theircom-
panicns stay by the hundreds of
boats which gpoke their noses
agamst the bank, and do what

while they wait- 'In the after-

the bottom of the canal, und
works its way home, to return

iin the morning.

On the return from this jour-
ney I passed through a street
crowded witih small shops and
people of the poorest class,
where there came to my nostrils

odor at once strange and yet
familiar. It came from an opgn
sewer, running the length of the
block down the middle of _‘the
street. It was perhaps ten feet

more than four feet below the
level of the street, with a low
stone wall on either side for safe-
ty to passers, The surface of
the sewer was covered at the
lower end With the usual debris
to be seen in such places, and
in the other portion of its course
the water was thick and offen

sive. ]

This is a journey of compar-
isons, and here is one of the
truly odious. It was not pleasant
to find that open sewer in a busy
street, within four blocks of the
federal capitol. But the odor
that reminded of home was that
of the Chicago river, an open
sewer a thousand times greater
than this one of Mexico, with
less current than this one, with
fouler and thicker flow, and run-
ning for miles instead of a few
squares through the city.

It was not pleaaaut to see the
market supply of fruits and veg-
etables reaching the city over a
sluggish canal of muddy water,
lined along the bank with peo:
pie who ‘were unclean in their
persons and in their habits, to
be sold in crowded stalls, poorly
ventilated and carelessly attend-
ed, or on the open sidewalk.
But in the whole situation there
was an. imperative reminder of
the fruit and vegetable and meat
trade of Chicago. These muddy
streams and the open sewer were
no nearer tbe food markets than
is south Water street to the Chi-
cago river, Thesidewalk stores
here were no more crowded than
the ones of South Water street
and Fulton market and the Hay-
market. And I have seen the

.| basements pf Chicago wherg ban-

anas ripen, and where fruit is
stored by street hucksters, in
the places where they sleep in
filth. And I can be lenient with
Mezxican carelessness of the same
sort. I will go{urther. In Chi-
cago and in New York there are
streets as accesible as these of
the worst apd ‘‘slummiest” of
Mexican slums—streets that are
known to those who work for
the health and the welfare of
the poor, that so far as their
pavements and their odors are
concerned are not a bit cleaner
than these. There are houses
where men and womeh and child-
ren are crowded into a common
living-room, with no more op-
portunity for privacy of the sex-
es than here,” They are but
little cleaner. They are differ-
ently furnished, but not much
better. -Their poverty may seem
to be not so gross, but measured
by the wants they know and re-
alize it is worse. . They have se-
vere extremes of heat in the sum-
mer tq face and the cold of win-
ter for which to provide fuel,
while these of Mexico need
never worry abeut“the weather,
But it is not the poorest of the
poor who are shown to tourists
who visit Chicago, from which
to draw comparisons as to the
condition in the United States.
Grant, unhesitatingly as we
must, that there is an immense-
ly greater proportion of the

by the power of a pole against'
/ . i

labor of Mexico in the deepest

wide, and the surface was not|"

poverty, there are still two sides
to’ the study of their cofdition.
The courtry 1n its modern era is
less than a score of years old.
Its people are barely beginning
to. lears. that there are better
things than what they have
known, and a knowledge of a
lack is the first essential toward
a remedying of it. The people
are a mixture of two bloods. One
is that of the Aztec Indian. It
makes stolidity, endurance of
physical and social and economic
burdens withou! complaint, a
matter to be expected. The
other 1s that of the Spaniards
who conquered the land. It
gives the voltaile spirits of the
people, the characteristics which
make them satisfied if they are
amused by frequent holidays and
national or church festivities, if
they are sufficiently fed, and if
the sun shines. And the mixture
of these two streams makes
them a contented race.

The first essential to an ad-
vancement 1s a general sentiment
of discontent, turned in the right
direction. To day the peons of
Mexico are without aspiration,
and until that lack is supplied
they are resting in the content-
ment of blissful ignorance. As
they are now, the comparison
should not be made between
them and the intelligent white
laborer of the United States, but
rather with the most ordinary
negro laborer of the more remote
portions of the south, as he was
just after he was freed, not only
without education and the means
to advance himself, out without
aspiration for advancement, or
knowledge that there was any
such. thing.

There is a gradual but very
slow rise discernible in the gen-
eral level of the peons, and a
constant though not numerous
rise by those who are exceptions
to this lack of aspiration, and
who are able in some way to be-
come independent and even to
work into the fevels next higher.
President Portfirio Diaz himself
is an’ example of this accretion
to the higher classes from the
peorn level. But an increase in
general education is the only in-
fluence that can induce more
rapid progress in the masses of
the people. And a compulsory
education law is no doubt the
only influence that can promote
this.

How soon compulsory educa-
tion can be established by legis-
lation is very problematical.
There are those here, as else-
where, who argue against it be-
cause of the discontent'it would
produce among the masses, be-
cause, they say, an educated

peon is spoiled for work. But'

it is impossible to believe that
the leaders of thought and pro-
gresd will accept any such argu-
ment as sufficient to oppose ben-
eficial laws when it becomes pos-
sible to enact and enforce them.

It is to be remembered that the
foregoing has been written to
apply only to the lowest ciass of
peon labor, which, large as it is.
does not include the whole pop-
ulation, as many seemn to sug-
gest. There has beeni an inter-
esting estimate of the popula-
tion, made by one of the most
competent authorities in the
republic, as to the numbers ih-
cluded in the various classes. It
is based on a total population of
13,250,000, which is probably
abeut 600,000 too large, and is,
of course, purely arbitrary, as
the census does not include such
information. His estimate is
that there are 500,000 proprie-
tors,
pioyes, 200,000 Indians, 750,000
engaged 1n mercantile pursuits,
350,000 employes of railways,
2,000,000 artisans, 1,500,000 lab-
orers, 2,250,000 miners, 750,000
employes of factories and 4,500, -
000 engaged in agriculture.

, In this classification he in-
cludes as proprietors all owners
of enterprises of all sorts, com-
wercial, manufacturing, finan-
cial, mming, etc. The govern-

bricklayers,

450,000 government em-.

‘ment employes include the army

and the police forces, in addi-
iion to all employes of the var-
ious departments. . Those en-
gaged in mercantile pursuits in-
cluae employes of commercial
enterprises, but not factory
hands. Artisans include masons.
carpenters, ! ete.,

not including emploves’ot rafl: |
roads and factories, as welk as
all persons engaged in piece-
work manufacturing in their own
homes. 5

It is difficult to afrange a divi'
sion of classes that will name
any except upper and lower. Any
description of a middle class
would be 'purely arbitrary. In
most of the homes above those
of the peons one will find good
housekeeping. American women
living in the republic have as.
sured me that the kitchens as
well as the rest of the houses,

|of upper and what they call mid-

dle class people are scrupulous,
clean and orderly, their dishes
antl linen immaculate. As to the
manner of the life ol the rich, it

is suificient to say that they en-
joy American and:Parisian com-
forts and luxuries. Their homes
are furnished in the height of
fashion, their dress is in the
latest mode and of the finest
fabrics, their horses and  car-
riages are not surpa.ssed any-
where.

Iv is estimated by the same

gentleman who classified the
population that in the larger
cities 50 per cent of the people
can read, in the small cities and
towns 40 per cent and on the
ranches and in the villages 10
per cent, The proportion of
those between the ages of 10 and
35 years who can read and write,
he says, is much greater than
the proportion of those from 85
years upward, showing an.in-
creasing education among the
young people. Afother weil-
informed man, who has lived for
mary years in Mexico and is
acquainted with nearly every
portion of the republic, says
that he ravely finds a young man
in the rural districts who caunot
read and write.
TRuMBULL WHITE.

His Experience Against Gold.
- I am a business employe and
one who would give overtime
and all honest means to please
my employer and to promote his
busiress interest. My bos3 is a
stanch republican and conse-

quently for the gold standard,

but my whole business ex-
perience since 1866 is against it,
because I never saw such general
prosperity since 1873, *M. F.
W.” cities in your to-day’s paper
what he considers as two lapses
of logic of the free silver advo-
cates. He pretends as a mere
juggling with a phrase the asser-
tion that prices will rise as a
consequence of free silver and
says it can be only apparently
but no: actually. He is mis-
taken. There will be no cheap
dollars. There will be the very
same dollars in weight and fine-
ness as now, only they will have
an intrinsic value of 100 cents as
they have now only a token
value of 100 cents. The only re-
liable prineipal of politica: econ-
omy of supply and demand
would bring the ancient value of
silver back. Silver dropped 25
per cent in value from 1873 to
1890 because there was no more
use for all the silver outpus in
the world and the only reliable
buyer was India, but since 1891,
in reply to the warlike McKinley
tariff, England has ‘closed the
India mints, pas bought silver
as cheaply as it could and has
hammered it down in price.
This made a further decline of

30 per cent, so that we had in/

1894 only 45 cents in a silver
dollar.
cline of silver to cheapen the
value of food produce and cot-
ton, without damaging her col-
ony, India, in revenge for the
McKinley tariff. By opening our
mints to free coinage we would
create the first important de-
mand for silver since 1878 and the

laer was a laughable

England used the de-.

consequence would be that silver
would have to rise and gold, in
consequence of less dernand, to

fall.  As the United States is the
greatest nation in the world,
with 70,000,000 brainy, diligent,
enterprising people, we would be
able to hold the balance of 16 to 1
against England. Then the other
European states are as tired of
the smvle gold standard as we
are and it would hot take*long
before we would see Germany,
France and othertountries allied
with the United States in bi-
metallism. The United States
was the first nation to imitate
England in the demonetization
of silver and can be the first in
remonetization. The dollar we
will have will be a true Amer:-
can, independent dollar, a dollar
promoting American enterprise,
American industry and agricul-
ture, a dollar making the Ameri-
can wage-earner a truly inde-
pendent citizen, a dollar _pro-
moting the re-employment of all
the idle help in agrieulture,
manufacturing and every  busi.
ness enterprise. F- X! B.

Chicago, Sept. 26.

The Republican Fizzle.

The big guns of the gold stan-
pard battery were brought into
action in Rensselaer last Friday,
and a more disappointed lot of
promoters of manufactured en-
thusiasm it would be’ hard to
find the standard bearers of the
state ticket, Farmer Mount, and
Mr. Remy were both to be play-
ed the same day and not & stone
lad beed left unturneéd to get far-
mers in'and the town folk out,
to whoop ’em up for the g. 0. p.

There were not to exceed 500
people, men women and children
in Rensselaer who llved beyond
the city limits.

The alleged procession that
paraded the streets of Rensse-
affair,
whether it was intended as a
serious campaign demonstration
or a burlesque—a sort of liv-
ing cartoon imitation of the '*Ku
Kluék Klan,” 1s hard to deter-
mine. By being liberal the vot- |
ing element of the posse may,be
ptt down as fifty.

%ht orten men,young and old
marched under a banner inscrib-
ed first voters club; evidently
four or five of them have been
neglecting a citizen’s duty  for
several years. Phey wore *‘yal:
ler” hats and carried silver caues,
presumably as emblamatic of
their favoring gold and silver bi-
metalism by consent of ‘‘Your-
up”.

The marshals tha.t were sent
out on the several roads to es-
cort the big dele&,tlons in were
obliged o return alone with their
wide expanse of cardinal sashes
fi8ating in the breeze. It is
the time the republicaus
have failed to make 2 success of
a rally ;

This failure has.uncovered the-
naked truth regarding the situ-
tion in Jasper county. The far-
mers are not rallying at the call
of the party bosses, they are not
enthusiastic for McKinley or
Mr. Mount, and not curious to
hear oy see the state nominees.
It means much to the republican
managers, for they have discov-
ered that their old line voters
propose to yote for their own in-
terests this fall, even if the con-
sumers of farm products do have
to pay more for them, and they
know that William J. Bryan and
free silver has many friends who
do not parade the fact, to the
party whips. Jasper county is
for Bryan aod the republicans
know it.

Let the friends of silver in
tenth congressional district bear
in’ mind that Jasper county is
for William Jennings Bryan now
and will prove the fact Novem-
ber 3.

Buckliw's Arnica Salve.

The Best Salve in ‘the world for Cuts,
Bruises, Sores, Ulcers, Salt Rheum, Fe-
vor Sores, Tetter, Chapped Hands, Chil-
blains, Corns, and all Skin Eruptions,

‘and positively cures Piles or no pay re-
quired, - Ithguannhodto(lnwhct ch
ntllhcﬂ-n or money refunded. Price s

2c per box. For sale by F'. B. Meyer.

LB Wiskbum, M D £ C. Eagish ¥, D
Physicians and Surg'eons

RENNSELAER, IND.

Dr. Washburn will wive speciul attention to
Diseases of the Eye. Ear, Nose, Throatand
Ohronic Dlseu.ses

Dr English will glv«, specinl attention 1o
Surgery in all Departuients, and general
medicine. Office over Ellis & Murray's
Telephone No. 48.

A. MILLS,

o PHYSIGIANAND
SURGEON. _» .

‘Office in the Stoekton Block north of
Court House.

RENSSELAER.

TELEPHONE 29.

T. E. M'CURDY,
Painting contractor.

Furniture re-fin-
» 3| ished, cleaned
~and pollshed

Prices the very lowest

First-class work guaranteed.

J, W, HORTON,
m o DENTAL SURGEON,

Rensselaer, Ind.

All who would preserve thelr natural teeth
should give him a call. Special attention
given to filllng teeth. Gasor vitalized air for
painless extraction. Over Postoffice:

C. W. Duvall,

The only reliabie
Hackman in town.

makes all trains, phone

DUVAL'S 'BUSS
147, or. Nowels House.

( Transfer wagon in con-

nection with ’bus. Calls to all
parts of the city px,omptlv at-
tended to..

W.R. N OWLLb

*  Real Estate. Loans,
Insurance, Collections-

Farms and City property for salo. Office
front room Leopold's Bazaar.

RENSBELAER, IND,

New Meat Market
CREVISTON BROS.

RENSSELAKR, INDIANA.

Bhop located opposite the public squ
Everythlng resh and clean, Fresh an "-.3«
meats, game, Pou Itry,etc. Please give us a
call an we will guarantee to give you satis-
taction, Rememher the pluce, ’u. :
mnrkez price pald for hides and mllow :

E. M. PARCELS, ~

@ Barber.
Three Chairs.

Rensgelaer,
Indiana.

H. L. BROWN, D, D. §.

Gold mm d
rWorh. Teeth ’V Ja
fal fv. Gas or vmuzed Mr adminis:
the i)u. nless extraction of teeth, Gi
trial, Officeover Porter& Yeoman’s,

Isaac clazebrook
Sclen e

AND GENERAL

BLACKSMI’I‘HING

Repair agricultural implements and all
kinds of machine ry. Wheelwright in connec
tion.. Shop on Front street near Saylor
Mill. Rensselaer, Ind, -

C. P. KAHLER,
Main
Street,

Depot,

Blacksmiing, Horses Shoemgu -.
WAGONMAKING.

rchlsmmon t0 repairing Machi
an ucanmé Oa.stingspln rgn o:cl;‘r::n’.’

ALL WORK NEATLY DONE.
‘ Rensselaer. Ina’




