
Wage Earners & Free Silver

Why Free Silver Will Help iht Employes of

Railroads and Others Who Work

for Wages or Salaries.

A Conversation on a Train Between

a Rnilrond Engineer and a

United States Senator.

I have never seen a copy

of your paper, but I have heard

of it, and know the side that you

are on in this campaign. I send

this letter to you because Iknow

that you will publish it, and

your paper has probably a larger

circulation than any other paper

that would publish it. My name

is witheld for reasons that are

obvious. lam a conductor on a

Western railroad. A few weeks

ago a certain official of this rail-

road company, nanded me a

small pamphlet of several leaves,

entitled, “The Wage Earner and

Free Silver.’’ I was asked to

take it home with me, read care-

fully and return it. I did so.

In fact, I read it three times. It

worried me very much. I have

been in the railroad service for

about fifteen years, and have

never given any special atten-

tion to political questions, and

probably more about the

tariff than any other question,

and don’t know much about that.

In a general way Ihave feltfrom

observation that money was

too scarce; I have seen all busi-

nesses and enterprises getting

dull: I have seen land sell un-

der the hammer for half what it

sold for a few years ago; I have

heard complaints from relatives

and friends who live on farms to

the effect that prices were so low

that it was difficult to meet ex-

penses and have enough money

left to pay taxes; 1 have heard

merchants complain that they

could not sell half the goods that

they had been selling. I had no

doubt railroads would do much

more business in carrying out

and bringing back freights if

produce brought a better price
and new enterprises were started

up; so I had made up my mind

to vote for tire side that favored

more*money in this fight.

But now for the circular: It

started out with calling our at-

tention to the fact that we were

receiving wages of so much per

day, or salaries of so much per

month, and tluU it was to our

interest that everything we had

to buy should be cheap so that

our wages would buy more of

other things/. Then it stated

that free coinage of silver would

cause the prices of farm products
and all other things that we had

to buy to go up about double,

which w’ould have about the

same effect as if the company

were to reduce our salaries one-

half.

The circular also went on to

say that the railroads all owed

bonds payable in gold, and that

free coinage would not only drive

all gold out of the country, but

that it would also send it to a

premium: therefore that the rail-

road companies would have to

pay a premium to get tbe gold
to meet ttieir bonds, and that

this would so embarrass the

roads that they would have to

either raise their freight and

passenger rates or reduce the

wages of their employees. That

freight and passenger rates were

now as high as the people would

stand; therefore, the only thing

left would be to reduce the wages

of those who work for the roads.

That this would be a double blow
to the men employed, and ap-

pealing to them (to us) not to

vote to bring this calamity upon

ourselves. The circular also
went on to say that free silver

would drive foreign capital out

of this country; would cause rail-

road securities which are held

abroad to be returned and thrown

upon the market, and much more

along the same line.

As I have said, this circular

gave me a great deal of trouble, j
and had about brought me to the !¦
conclusion that my duty to my

wife and children would force

me to vote against free silver.

The day before I returned the

circular I had on my train a

United States Senator. While I

did not know him well I knew

that he was a strong free silver

man, and that he had also on all

occasions taken sides with the

laboring man. So I handed him

the circular and asked him to

read it and hand it back so me,

saying to him that if w-Hat was

in that circular was so, why then

was it not my duty to myself and

my family to vote against free

silver. When next I passed
through the car he asked me to

sit down a moment in the seat

with him. He handed me back

the circular and asked me if they
were being distributed general-

ly among the employes of the

railroad. I told him that I

thought they wete. Then, smil-

ing, he said: “The advice of

these companies to the effect

that your wages will be reduced

if you vote for free silver re-

minds me of what once occurred

between a banker and his carri-

age driver. The banker asked

his driver, as they were about

starting for the polls on voting

day, how he was going to vote.

Upon receiving the driver’s ans-

wer the banker replied: “Don’t

you know that if you vote that

way you cannot get as good

wages as you get now?” The

driver promptly replied: ‘Sir,

if that were so, me thinks you

would vote that yourself.’ ”

I admitted the force of the il-

lustration, but I told the Sena-

tor that I wanted him to explain
to me whether or not this circu-

lar was correct when it said

that free silver would raise the

prices of farm products and

many other things which I

would be forced to buy out. of

my salary each month. I give

you below as best I can from

memory his answers and my

questions:
Senator. Yes, free coinage

of silver will undoubtedly raise

the prices of all farm products.
But you must remember that

Conductor. If that is so, then

I want you to show me, if you

can, how it would be to my in-

terest to vote for free silver.

But first let me state to you my

case. My sympathies are all on

the side of farmers and those

who create wealth. I even feel

that generally the country would

be more prosperous if there were

more money, and for t hat reason

I had about made up my mind to

vote for free silver. I have a

wife and a growing family. My
only income is my salary, which
is $75 a month. It is ail I can

do now with this salary to make

both ends meet. My oldestdaugh-
ter will soon be grown. My
wife and I feel that we must send

her off to school this fall, if we

ever intend to do anything more

lor her than give her a comjnOn
school education. This circular

says that if I have to pay double

prices for what I have to buy
that it will amount to the same

as cutting my salary in half.
Now it would be s

:

mply impos-
sible for me to live on §37.50 per

month. Therefore, even admit-

tingjhat free silver would be the
best thingfor the country gener-

ally, is not my first duty to my
wife and family? therefore,
should I not vote against free
silver, situated as I am?

Senator. You have stated the

case probably as strongly from
the gold standpoint as it is pois-
ible for anyone to make it.

But the circular tells ’ only
a half truth, and tells that to mis-

lead you. To tell half the truth

when the whole truth should be
told is often the most dangerous
and vicious kind of falsehood,
because it is so deceptive. ,

In the first place it would not

cost you double as much to live,
and in fact very little more, if

any, with free silver than it

would under the gold standard.
Free silver simply means

increasing the amount of legal
tender dollars, and will effect

you no more than increasing the

number of gold dollars would.

Every one admits that therejs
not enough gold lor money.*

No one would object to the

singlb gold standard if there

was enough gold to make a suf-

ficient quantity of legal-tender
money to meet the needs of in-

creasing of population and busi-

ness. Zes, some one would ob-

ject, but it would not be the free

silver people. It would be the

bondholders, the monopolists,
and money gamblers. They
want money scarce. If is their

only way to make fortunes with-

out working. If there was

enough gold, then they would

want tb demonetize gold and use

something that was scarce for

money. Of course, you remem-

ber that when gold was discov-

ered in California and Australia

in large quantities, that the

bankers and money lenders held

c everal conferences in London

and New York with a view to

trying to demonetize gold and

rto use silver alone if gold got
more plentiful than silver. In

fact, under the advice of these

bankers and bondholders Ger-

many, Holland, and other coun-

tries actually demonetized gold
in order to make legal-tender

money scarce.

With free silver the farmer

will get more for his cotton,

which the manufacturer will pay,

but the cotton goods will not

cost you any more, for the man-

ufacturer is now charging all

that competition will allow him

to charge under the tariff laws;

and the manufacturer (though
he would pay more for cotton),
would himself be benefited, for

he would sell twice as much of

the manufactured product, and

his employes would ba benefited

for the factory would run full

time; for if the farmer gets a fair

price for his products he would

buy at least twice as much cot-

ton goods as he does now.

The same applies to wheat

and other farm products. And,

besides, it would be the same

way with every other manufac-

tured product. While the manu-

facturer would have to pay more

to the farfner and laborer for

the raw material, and would pay
out more money to labor em-

ployed in his factory for full

jame as well as an increase in

his wages, yet you would not

pay any more for the goods than

now. There would simply be

a better distribution of profits.
The manufacturer then would

not become a millionaire, but

the farmer and the men who

work in factories would prosper

as much as the manufacturer.

Besides, there are a number

of fixed charges which you are

now forced to meet out of your

salary each month, which would

be the same with free coinage or

more money. As I have said, it

would cost you very little, only
a few dollars more per month to

live then than now. provided

you paid the same for manufac-

tured products and a little more

for what you got from the farm-

er; but you must remember that

the prices of a large number of

manufactured products which

you now buy have been forced

up by the combinations and

trusts. With free silver every
trust and combination would dis-

appear. It is possible for trusts

to be formed and to thrive only
when the amount of money in

circulation is decreasing. With

an increased volume of money,

or with a volume of money in

creasing as business and popu-
lation increase new enterprises,

manufacturing just what the

trusts now control would spring

up so .rapidly that- every trust

would be destroyed by their

competition. This would bring
down at once the price of every-
thing which you have to buy
thatnis now controlled by com-

bi nation s,trtf sts and monopolists.
This would reduce your expenses

for living because the saving
here would-be greater than the

increased price which you would

pay for farm products. For in-

stance, a beefsteak, which now

sells in the cities for 20 cents a

pound, would, if the Armour
trust was broken, sell for 6 to 8

a pound.

But, for argument’s sake, let

us admit that it would cost a

great deal more to live with free

silver. That is, let us admit

that all that is said in that circu-

lar is true, then still there is an-

other side to this matter which

you must not overlook, in as

much as you love your wife and

children. The fact is that you have

as much and probably more to

fear from the gold statfdara’than

the farmer, eventhough you aie

drawing a salary. Did it ever

occur to you that ifthegold Stand-

ard is permanently fixed upon
this country salary is

sure to be reduced, and not only
reduced once, but continuously
and successively, until there is

no telling upon how little you

may be forced to live per month;
and, besides, did it ever occur to

you that you are liable any time
to lose your position?

Conductor. I don’t under-
stand that. Why should I lose

my position as long as I do my

duly to the company or have my
salary reduced, either?

Senator. Do you know any
man to-day who is out of a job
who is as competent to serve as

conductor on this road as your
self?

Conductor. Yes I know sev-

eral.

Senatdr. Several? If you

will think for a moment you will

think of more than several.
The fact is, that ifyou take the

country over, for every man who
has a job that pays as much as

yours, there are at least ten men,

equally as competent to fill it

who are either out of a job or

trying to make a living in some

other way, who would be ready
and anxious to take your job and

every other job like it,'and even

to take it at a lower figure than

you are getting, if neccessary.
There are political reasons why
the railroads do not just now

force down your salaries or dis-

miss you and take some other

man who will work for less; but

let me ask you: Is it human

nature for any man or corpora-
tion to pay more to you for cer-

tain services that they can get
other men, equally as compe-
tent, to perform the same ser-

vices? Let the gold standard

once be permanently fastened

on this,country, w’hen the cor-

porations and the gold men feel

safe, find as sure as fate every

man who is now in their employ
ment will have to accept a big
cut in his wages or be dismissed

to give place to some other man

equally as competent, who will

do the work for lest.

Does not the history of Eng-
land, and in fact of the whole

world, show and prove that this

has been the case in every coun-

try where and when the amount

of legal tender money in circula-

tion was contracted. It is one

Of the inexorable laws of supply
and demand which apply with

equal force to money as to every-

thing else. /

. Let m® ask you, What would

you do today if you were dis

missed as conductor? Which

way would you turn to make a

living?
Conductor. God only knows.

I would try to find some other

job. bqt my family would suffer

if I were to lose one month’s

wages.

Senator. Ypu would try to

find another job? But would

you not find at least ten men as

competent as you are applying
for the same job? Then, how
could your chances be any bet-

ter than one in ten to get the

job? Ifevery other man was.as

competent to fill the place as

you, and you had no special pull,
then the only way that you could

get it would be. by doing the
work for less than the others:

How destructive this com-

petition is4o labor, and, on the
other hand, how greatly to the

advantage of corporations! As

mon'dy gets scarcer this compe-
tition between labor grows great-

er, and the Conditions of labor

will get worse' and more help-
less.

Therefore, the scarcer money

gets the better it is for corpora-
tions and the worse it is for la-
bor. The number who are em-

ployed would not today be get-
ting even as much as they are

were it not for the force and

power of the labor organiza-
tions. Do not the cor-porations
always fight these organiza-
tions? Who has always been

the friend of labor when it want-

ed legislation? Has not every
farmer in Congress alwavs stood

up for labor when it wanted leg-
islation? On the other hand, has

not every corporation attorney in

Congress or in our state legis-
latures fought such legislation
demanded by labor?

To day there are millions of

men willing to work who are

idle, and even those who have

jobs d.o not get as much as they
deserve.

The fact is there are so many
people not employed that if you

were to average the wages paid
to those now employed with

those unemployed, the averages
pay which labor now receives
would not be more than half of
what employed labor actually re-

ceived before silver was demon-

etized. When a man whose only
capital is his labor is forced to

be idle a day that much of his

capital is forever lost'; it is con-

fiscated; it can never be gotten
back for him or for society; it is

as much lost as when a building
is burned. Conditions that would

require a certain number of

houses to be burned each day
would not be any more unjust or

destructive to the owners of the

houses than present conditions

are to the laborer when forced

to be idle, when willing and anx-

ious to work, while his and
children suffer for bread.

The fact is that labor employ-
ed is to-day forced to support
labor that is idle. Capital con-

tributes one cent to the .support
of idle labor. Those not employ-
ed must be supported by you and

those who are employed, or they
will suffer and starve.

Let me ask you; Have you any
sons who are not employed?

Conductor. Wes I have two

sons—one nineteen and the other

fifteen. I have -been trying to

get them a job, but I can only get
them temporary work here and

there.

Senator. Then you have to

support those two sons in idle-

ness out of your seventy-five dol-

lars salary. If those two sons

were employed at good wages,
or wT ere in business, you not only
would not be burdened to lupporj
them, but they could help you to

send your daughter to school,
and also give their mother more

qpmfort and help at home than

you can nV w out of your present
Salary. But why is it that you

think of nothing but getting a

job for yourself? Or if you were

to loose your job why would you

not go into some business enter-

prise with them where you could

be with your family more, and

have more timejHhat was your
own?

Conductor. I know of no busi-

ness that I could go into in which

I could make a living. I would

perish to . death at farming,
though 1 was raised on a farm.

The merchantile business is run

in the ground, and men with

more capital and experience than
I have got, are failing each dav.
I bear all the drummers complain
of dulFtrade, and I see a great

many others who have, been dis-
missed by their firms on account

of fal ling off in safes.

Senator. Then you admit

frankly that the condition of the

country is very bad, and even

alarming Now, are you safe even

as a man drawing a salary when

your sons are idle and cannot get
a job or go into business, and
where you are liable to have

your salary reduced, In fact,
certain th have it reduced if the
number of unemployed men in-

crease, and where if you lost

your job you would be at sea,

and would soon face want? .

Only the other day a certain
class of work for this-

ro*d who are paid by the hour

for Aight hours’labra each day
were notified thdjt they Kronid be

paid htTeaffef Jor only sis hours

a day. TfD» is twenty-five' per' ,

cent rqductiofi fn the wages of
these men. 1/ tb'iis order, should
be applied to yob ft Would mdah

a loss of <18.75 per month atone

blow. Those men are submitifig,
to this reduelion. and ifft bb ap-
plied to you, would you itot sub-
mit also? You1 would be forced,
to submit or be without a job’en-
tirely. You and those other meter
are as helpless and as* much com-

pelled to sudmit to whatever
terms are put upon yo>, with-
out being consulted, as w'Sre the
slaves of the South before the
war. There are plenty of idle
men ready to take your job at

this reduction, or even at a

er reduction, which is sure to

come.

Do you prefer this situation of
things? Or would you perfer to
have your sons employed and to
see all of these unemployed
men., who are standing around

waiting for your job engaged in

profitable business—some of
them farming and making mon-

ey, some of them merchandising
and making money, some of
them going into mahufacturing
enterprises and making money,
some of them going on to new

railroads that would be built, un-

til there was a demand for more

labor than there were men to

supply the demand? Then the
combined salaries of you and
your sons jyould de at least S2OO
a month. This is what would
happen with a sufficient supply
.of money. Then you. instead
of being in danger of losing
your job, would have another
railroad bidding for yonr ser-

vices amd offering you a greater-
salary. They would also be bid-
ding for the services of your
sons,/There would be no danger
of losing your job. The only

would be, which job
would you take? 'And the
chances are that you would not
serve as conductor on any rail-
road, for the opportunity of
going into some business more

congenial to your taste and more

agreeable to your family would

open up. Here are the two

pictures. One is as sure as fate
'

under the single gold standard;
the other is as sure as fate with
free coinage and an honest finan-
cial system, where the amount of

money will be increased. each

year in exact proportion to the
increase of population and busi-
ness. Under the gold standard,
what hope have you for the fu-
ture of your children? Unless
you could make contract for

your sons to hold a job at a giv-
en salary you would lie on. your
death bed with your greatest
concern as to w’hether or not

they would be able to live even

as you had, or whether they
would go down in poverty and

want and rags. In short, your
own future and that of your
children is safe, and the future
of every man is safe who is wil-

ling to work for an honest living
provided we have a change in
our laws and an honest financial
system.

The Senator was about to ad-
vance another point, to show

why the railroads themselves
would be for free silver if they
were not owned by foreign cap-
italists and the gold trust, but
we were nearing the junction,
where he changed cars. But he
said-ehdugh to show me clearly
that Iwas about to damage my
family and to finally enslave my
children. I see the whole thing
now clearly. The gold standard
cannot help anyone except the
hoarders of aggregated capital,
the gold trust, the bondholders,
and those who through trusts
and monopolies can levy a fixed
tribute like a tax upon every
man and

upon every industry,
and who cap cut our w;tges at
will and leave us helpless to ac-

cept what they offer or lose our

jobs and suffer. My mind is
fixed. I will vote for Bryan
and free silver.

Free Silver Conductor.

An Answer Awaited

At the republican meeting held in the

tabernacle on last Saturday, when Mr.
Elliot was speaking, oue Henry Fisher,
& venerable and respected citizen, who is
a radical free silver man, found it necess-

ary from a physical infirmity to with-

draw temporarily from the audience,
whereupon he was unmercifully cheered
and guyed by the leading republican®,
led by the mayor of the city, whois the
district chairman of the tenth district.
Mr. Fisher and other parties would
like to know if they are to expeet sueh

treatmentjn the future.

Lots in the Leopold addition in pro
ximity to the court house are very
much sought for at present by local real
estate buyers.
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