
THE BIG CONVENTION.

REFLECTIONS INSPIRED BY THE

PROCEEDINGS AT ST. LOUIS.

Will the Party Be the Victim or Treach-

ery as Suggested by the B Loul-

Repablic and Other Oreens.

The chaotic condition of America:,

politics so plainly shown by the bolting

of disaffected republicans, democrat 2
and prohibitionists from their respect-

ive parties this year, was again em-

phatically illustrated by the proceed-
ings of the national people's party
convention at St. Louis. But since pb-
litical “chaos” is only possible when

the power of party “leaders” falls of

commanding the unquestioning re-

spect of the people, and since it is in-

disputably true that the oppressive
and outrageous conditions at present

existing are the result of implicit obe-

dience of the past commands of JLhcse
whom accident placed in control of p«

Utlcal affairs, the disturbance of our

political ocean may be hailed as c

happy omen that the spirit of inde-

pendence still exists in the breasts of

those for whose benefit alone govern-

ments can claim the right to exist and

that that spirit is now fully aroused to

the necessity of important and radical

changes in the policy of our govern-

ment. 'lt was this spirit and the sense

of this necessity that prompted influ-

ential republicans and prohibitionists
to withdraw from their respective par-
ties and inspired dominant faction

6? JJemocracy to mark out a course for

their party so radically different from

that which it approved four years age
that the administration of its own

choosing repudiates the new policy as

the vagaries of “cranks,” “socialists,”
and “populists,” and it was this same

irrepressible and indomitable deter-

mination to compel those in control of

governmental affairs to inaugurate
measures which the people have come

to believe necessary for their relief,
that at times seemed to bid fair to

turn the people’s party convention into
a howling, heartless horde of senseless

beings who were prompted solely bj
the belief that the supreme duty of the
hour was abundantly compiled with if

ea<fc would make all the noise he

could.

It was not a lack of respect for age

that caused the convention to howl the
venerable Senator Stewart from the

rostrum, nor a want of appreciation of
past services rendered by General
Weaver which at the same critical mo-

ment caused his mouth to be stopped
by the angry yells of the people’s
party delegates, but the Intuitive

knowledge that they were both en-

deavoring to guide the convention into

a channel which it had decided not to

enter. This scene occurred on the

question of nominating Thomas E.
Watson for vice president.

The usual order of Dominating the
candidate for president first had been
reversed by the adoption of the minor-

ity report of the committee on rules,
which provided for this way of pro-
cedure in the belief that if the usual
order was preserved and Bryan nomi-
nated first the convention would be
tricked into seeming indorsement of
the entire democratic ticket by the

nomination of Sewall for vice presi-
dent. The delegates had recognized in
the intelligent, lncorrupted and gener-
ous-hearted W. J. Bryan, whom the

democrats had unexpectedly and In a

moment of forgetful delirium, inspired
by his own eloquence, honored with
the position of chief standard-bearer of
their party, a person in every way

worthy of their confidence, and had de-
termined to show their willingness to

unite with democracy in seating him

in the presidential chair. But while
these rugged representatives of the
pew force that is rapidly coming to the
front in American politics were thus

ready to display a degree of patriotism
hitherto unknown in partisan politics,
they could not and would not be guilty
of the self-stultification involved In
the proposition to nominate the rail-
road magnate and national banker
whom the democrats had selected ns

their candidate for vice president. And
it was while this contest between Wat-
son and Sewall was on* and at the hour

of midnight, when the delegates were

exhausted with the efforts of a con-

tinuous session, that Senator Stewart,
who was not a delegate to the conven-

tion, attempted to speak in behalf of
his feilow-millionaire on the demo-
cratic ticket and was driven from the
stage by the cries of “time! time!”
etc. General Weaver followed and met

with a like fate because of the wide-

spread belief, inspired by his recent

course, that he stood ready to sacrifice

everything for free coinage of silver.
This scene, followed, as it speedily

was, by the unanimous selection of
Watson as the choice of the convention
for vice president amid a display of
wildest enthusiasm, in which the dele-
gates from every state joined, coupled
with the fact that a simple doubt in

.the minds of the delegates as to

whether Mr. Bryan would accept their
nomination for president, prevented
his nomination from being made unan-

imous, tells of a latent determination
in the representatives of the people’s
party to place principle and patriotism
above party and office-getting, of whica

those who are considering the advisa-

bility of taking Watson from the ticket
and substituting Mr. Sewall in his

Btead would do well to take heed. It

is hinted that the motion investing the
national committee with plenary pow-

ers, with the avowed object of enabling
it to substitute the name of Norton for

that of Bryan in the latter declines

to accept the nomination, was really
introduced for the purpose of enabling
the committee to take down Watson
and substitute Sewall.

While this insinuation against tho

honor and loyalty of the new national
committee gains no credence in any

respectable Quarter, it will do no harm

to remind the wily democratic leaders

that if they should accomplish this

purpose through “proxy" tricks or any

other devious method their action will

be taken as a plain warning to the

people’s party that the unscrupulous
element of democracy is in control of

the democratic party and that they will

conclude if present conditions must

continue it were better that they be

perpetuated under McKinley, who,
whatever else may be said of him,

stands in the open as a defender or

the gold standard, rather than under

Bryan, who, such action would indi-

cate, was simply to be used as a tool

to accomplish designs which would

not bear Investigation. That the Bryan
leaders in the people’s party conven-

tion were afraid to trust his nomina-

tion to the delegates conditioned upon

his acceptation of the honor Is proven
by their haste to adjourn the conven-

tion after their desires had been ac-

complished without waiting to hear
from Mr. Bryan. The same spirit
which would not accept the advice of

Senator Stewart or General Weaver in

the vice presidential contest would

have asserted itself and rolled W. J.

Bryan from the list of possible presi-
dential candidates had the convention

believed that the honor which It

sought to confer would have been con-

temptuously returned to it as a thing
of no account. As it was, and in spite
of every effort quietly made by the

Bryan men to convince the middle-of-

the-road men that Mr. Bryan would ac-

cept the nomination and thank the con-

vention for the honor, the shadow of

doubt upon this point remained so

thick in the minds of 340 delegates who

toted against hjm that it was deemed

inexpedient tio move to make his nom-

ination unanimous.

Whether it was the fear on the part
of Mr. Bryan that the acceptance of

the people’s party nomination might
alienate from his support that class of

millionaire monopolists of whom Mr.
Sewall is a type or whether it was from

a strained sense of duty on his part
toward his democratic running mate,
or whether it was a misconception on

the part of his advocates in the con-

vention as to what his real position
was in the premises, the fact is indis-

putable that the close of the conven-

tion with almost one-fourth of the

votes of the delegates recorded against
his nomination leaves matters in a

very unsatisfactory condition.

The platform adopted by the conven-

tion, since it provides for government

money, without the intervention of

banks, free coinage, government own-

ership of railroads and telegraphs, the

abolition not only of corporate but pri-
vate monopoly of land, and the initia-

tive and referendum, is even more rad-

ical than the Omaha platform, and

plainly bespeaks a determination to

take no step backwards. It is not rea-

sonable to suppose that a p*arty whos*>

invincible determination to move for-

ward on the lines of the Omaha plat-
form waß plainly Bhown by the hearty
and unanimous adoption of such a

platform will consent for a moment to

be balked in its career by the wishes

of a few selfish office-seekers who fear

that the substitution of the honorably
and widely known name of Thomas E.

Watson for that of the obscure million-

aire Sewall may endanger their chances

to obtain a place at the public crib.

The willingness of the people’s party
to accept Mr. Bryan as its candidate

and the expouent of its principles is

based wholly upon the fact that he is

everywhere recognized as an independ-

ent, progressive, large-minded young

man far in advance of the fossils of

democracy who nominated him solely
with the desire to profit from the as-

sociation with the “new blood” and
new ideas which his candidacy alone

would make possible to them, while the

hope of obtaining office under Mr. Bry-
an doubtless prompted some of the

“leaders” in the people’s party conven-

tion to support him, that contemptibly
selfish motive did not inspire the tenth

part of the thousand votes he received
in the convention.

The people’s party recognizes, as

does every other body of intelligent
men, that the power of the “pie brig-
ade” Is very great, and the men from

Texas, Maine, Arkansas, California,
Ohio, Illinois, and many other states

who took part in the proceedings of
the meeting held after the adjourn-
ment of the convention were deter-

mined that the influence of the office-
seekers in their own as well as in the
democratic party should for once, how-
ever, reluctantly be cast upon the side
of principle, or else be rendered abso-

lutely nugatory. Either Mr. Bryan will
accept the people’s party nomination
and with Watson on the ticket with
him and accomplish a sweeping vic-

tory over the gold standard as repre-
sented by Mr. McKinley, or he will
refuse the assistance tendered by the

people’s party and with his monopo-
listic running mate go down in over-

whelming defeat.

With two electoral tickets in the

field, one for Bryan and Sewall, the
other for Bryan afed Watson, or Nor-
ton and Watson, such a division in the
rank and file of the voting army would
occur as would necessarily defeat the
electoral tickets opposed to McKinley
in three-fourths of the states of the
union. The votes for the Bryan and
Watson electors could not be counted
with the votes cast for the Bryan and
Sewall electors in order to elect Bryan.

The Republic, in an editorial in its
issue of the 27th inst., chucklingly
says:

“Senator Allen played a shrewd piece
of politics when he refused to read the
telegram from Mr. Bryan announcing
a refusal to accept the populist nomi-
nation with any other except Sewall as

a running mate.

“He secured the nomination of Bry-
an, prevented a bolt and placed the
authority to make further arrange-
ments in the hands of the national
committee.

„

'Thus, while Watson is the nominee
of the populist party for rise preai-

dent, the votes of the party can be as-

cured for Bryan with orwithout hia

acceptance, as the populist national

committee may determine,”

Here is a plain admission that Sena-

tor Allen received a telegram from

Bryan declining to be the nominee of

the populists except with Sewall. The

intimation Is plain (and It is true) that

Bryan would not have been the nom-

inee of the convention had such a tele-

gram been read, but the assumption
that the national committee will

treacherously do that which the na-

tional convention of the party would

not consider a moment Is assumption
pure and simple and Is 3trictly on a

par with the impudence which char-

acterizes as “a shrewd piece of poli-
tics” a contemptible action which is

only properly named when It is called

“dishonest politics." The Globe-Demo-

crat, another organ to whom real re-

form and real reformers are as poison,
also suggests that the democrats will

accomplish their purpose through the

treachery of our national committee,
which is to be relied upon to take down
Watson and put up Sewall in his stead.

These old party organs, who know ab-

solutely nothing about reform or re-

formers, and who “measure everybody
in their own half-bushel” and judge
others by themselves, of course believe

that the members of our national com-

mittee have each their price and all
that is necessary is to meet it. In this

they are mistaken. But suppose the

impossible should happen, does any-

body o that the members of the

people’s party would permit them-

selves to be made merchandise of and

delivered in the direction suggested?
T. D. HINCKLEY.

WHO OWNS IT?

Does This Country Belong to Americans

or to Foreigners.

Southern Mercury: It is high time

for the American people to wake up

to the fact that this country is going
into the hands of foreign money lend-

ers, and they will soon control It, if

they do not already own a majority of

the railroads, factories, breweries, fur-

naces, etc. Only contemplate for a

moment the vast Interests now held by
foreigners:

Sixty per cent of the stocks and

bonds of the vast Pennsylvania rail-

road system is said to be owned in

Europe.

Nearly all the Illinois Central rail-

road, extending from Chicago to New

Orleans, with great city properties and

branches and laterals, is owned in Hol-

land.

Great ownership In the Immense

properties of the New York Central

railroad oompany, and all its vast

railroad connections, is held in Europe,
A controlling interest in the Great

Northern railroad, running from Lake

Superior to the Pacific ocean, is owned

in England.

A controlling interest-la the North-

ern Pacifier railroad, south-of and

as extensive as the last named railroad,
Is owned In Germany.

Large, If not controlling Interests in

every other Important railroad in the

United States, are owned by European
investors.

The immense Carnegie iron works

at Homestead, in Pennsylvania, are

owned principally In Scotland,

The controlling interest In the

famed Pillsbury flouring mills at Min-

neapolis, the largest in the world, is

owned in England.

The great Iron mines of the Lake

.Superior region, Baid to produce 10,-

000,000 tons of iron ore a year, are

largely held by English investors.

A controlling interest in the Grant

Smelters in Denver and Omaha, the

largest in the world, is owned by Eng-
lishmen.

Poreigners own immense interests in

the breweries of the country, largely,
if not controlling.

The largest bankers of New York are

foreigners, or representatives of for-

eign banking houses. These are the

great gold shippers.
A large percentage of our fire and

marine Insurance is in foreign insur-

ance companies.
Five-sixths of all the freightage of

our foreign commerce is carried in for-

eign vessels.

Foreigners own millions of acres of
our farming lands.

They own many millions of dollars

in value of our city properties.
Their mortgage loans overspread the

face of the country.

Foreigners own millions of acres of

millions of United States bonds, and

state bonds; and they own untold mil-
lions of city bonds, and other munici-

pal obligations in the United States,
and vast amounts of other properties
not here specially stated.

So great has become the aggregate

of all these ownerships in the United

States properties by foreigners ljving
in foreign countries that the aggre-
gate cannot be less than $7,000,000,000
or $>,000,000,000, with an average of

earnings of not less than 5 per cent

per annum.

It is well to be alive to the dangers
ahead, and not to suppose that because
a majority of the people Are In favor
of the free coinage of silver that we

will have a walk-over. The power of

money will be exerted as it never was

before, and a campaign of bribery and

corruption is before us such as this

country has never seen. We must be
in the fight from the start. Nothing is
so dangerous as feeling too sure of vic-

tory. We can be sure of nothing until
it is accomplished, therefore, until the

polls close on election day we should
not cease to labor for the triumph of
our principles.

If you intend to do anything thU

year for reform, now is the time to

begin work.

Keep the Reform flag floating.

NEARING A CRISIS.

j AMERICA RAPIDLY APPROACH-

ING THE DANGER LINE.

When the Present I’rurcis of ConcMr

traiin i It Co:iiiimmtte<l Oar niM

Kln.ncinl -ytteiu Will Have TlnSSii

Ite Ml«.«ion.

The following, which appears in tbtt

New Charter of San Jose, Cal., very

clearly shows how the present debt-

making credit system is forcing the

people out of their possession* and

making a few people masters of the

people and owners of the world. Why
can’t the people see and understand?
Why do they stand indifferently by
while the robbery goes on? Why will
they be whipped into line year attar

year to vote their loved ones out oC

food, clothes and shelter, and into

serfdom, bondage, pauperism and

prostitution? Will nothing but tho

crack of doom awake them? Read tha

following: •

Sixty-five billions is the assessed

value of all the wealth in the United

States, including lands, say the censna
•

reports.

Forty-two billions is the indebted-

ness of the country, say careful statis-

tics.

The average annual increase of

wealth is 3 per cent, which on

sixty-five billions 1h an increase of one

billion nine hundred and fifty millions.

The average interest of six and a

half per cent on forty-two billions

amounts to two billions seven hundred

and thirty millions—a deficit or an-

nual increase of debt to the amount of

seven hundred and eighty mtlliona.

This deficit must, be made up by the

sacrifice of the lands of the producer*
to bond-holders. There is no other

way for it to be made up. This ac-

counts for the vast number of farms

and homes going daily Into the hands

of the mortgage holders by foreejoe?
ure.

When this process of concentrating
the ownership of the land into a few

hands Is consummated our false money

system will have finished its mission

and served Its purpose. Then It will
not matter how much money or hour

little we have or what it is made ©T,
for the owners of the land will then

be absolute masters of the products of

labor.

The landlord will then take fn rant

what the b">r.d and mortgage holder

now takes in interest.

Being masters of the whole people
the owners of the land will only em-

ploy enough to supply all their ova

wants and the rest of the people must

die or emigrate.
When Rome fell one thousand per-

sons owned all the land of the Empire),
aays history.

Itockonlng from the foregoing wt*r

tlstics, the year 1912 will find tho

American republic in the control at

perhaps lees than a thousand - on.

Really, is it not dominated no# by Imb

than that number?

Revolution did you say 7 Oh, no; ao

danger. So long as the masses Ignor-
antly lick the hand that smites d«eis
under the hypnotic influence of patri-
otism and partylsm no revolution

occur. ,

So long as one workingman stand#
ready to shoot another workingman at
the behest of corporative robbers, or

dispute over a religious idea or tha

Jingoism of a Monroe doctrine, or

bruise each other’s heads and reputa-
tions for the sake of party. Just so

long may those who are being bene-
fited by the present systems of land,
money, bond and transportation rob-*
bery compote their souls in peace, tor

they are Hale.

But should an electric shock of In-

telligence suddenly awaken In man

that slumbering instinct of the righto
with which nature or nature’s God en-

dowed him, then look out for squalls.
A falsely called civilization has ren-

dered impotent the natural instincts
of men to assert their natural rights;
but the signs of the times portend an

awakening. What is it to be?

Government Onnunh p of RillroidS

Dr. Glover, of Macon, who has re-

cently returned from a trip to Europe,
Africa and Asia, wrote a private letter

to the Flovllla Enterprise, from which

that paper makes the following ex-

tracts:

“I traveled seventeen thousand miles

and found no place where the American

silver dollar or paper dollar was be-,

low par. I traveled over railroads that
are owned and operated by the govern-
ment. On the government railroads

wc feel more safe than, on our roads,
from the fact that they are all dpublo-
track and every precaution is taken to

prevent accidents to passengers. The'

fare on the roads owned and operated
by the government te about half what
It is on the roads In this country.

“I am very glad, to find on my re-

turn to America that so many who have

been opposed to the true principles
of government are beginning to see the

light and have the manhood to say so.

"What I have seen of the financial

systems of the old countries and con-

ditions surrounding their people I am

more firmly convinced of the justness
of the demands of the People’s party
than ever. I hope the good cause may
go on tillShylock Is dethroned and all

rejoice in a government for the peo-
ple, by-the people and in the interest'

of mankind, and the great idol (gold)
will not have a worshiper in this fair
land." ; . 7;

There were none to do honor to Pmb-

ident Cleveland at the Chicago eonven- ,
tlon. However, Cleveland has been Ist

in on the ground floor with Wall,
street, and has made enough money out
of various shady deals to enable him
to live henceforth comparatively inde-

pendent of politics.
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“The CHICAGO RECORD is a model

newspaper in every sense of the word.”—

Harrisburg {Pa.) Call.

“There is no paper published in America

that so nearly approaches the true journal-
istic idea! as The CHICAGO RECORD.”—

From “Newspaperdom” (New York).

“Ihave come to the firm conclusion , after

a long test and after a wide comparison
with the journals of many cities and coun-

tries, that The CHICAGO RECORD comes

as near being the ideal daily journal as we

are for some time likely to find on these

mortal shores.”—Prof. J. T. Hatfield in

The Evanston {HI.) Index.

Sold by newsdealers everywhere and subscriptions
received by all postmasters. Address THE CHI-

CAGO RECORD, 181 Madison-st.
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Arc per teat i'.ealt'a jewels, nev-

er known to distress but jnlal-
lib'.e lo relieve. When every-
thing'l-e bis fallot', to brine

vou relief for headache, bu-

tournees., stcinaca and liver
conmlaints V***ASK YOUR
PRtfG'ilST forTlintftTOJi’S

I’ILLS. J*y mail £5 cent*
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IS

MRS. HUGH mm. Agent,
Remington, Ind.

K« DUII Will
Has taken the gold
Medal at Inter-
national Expos.

ilt is the purest, most delicately
| flavored and CHEAPEST Dutch

i Co<*oa <>n the; market. It is

| manufactured .'by ihe oldest
cocoa firm, in Holland. Import-
ed direct ijy..

' The Peoples Supply Co., 1

OF BALTIMORE. MD.

who are sole American agents.
A percentage on every can used

is donated to the Populist cause.

Prices are 20c per £ lb. cans;
40c per 4 lb cans; 7f>c per lb.

cans. Kept by all first-class
g racers.

C. W. Duvall,
The only reliable

lluckman in town.

DUVAL'S ’BUSS

makes all trains, phone
j MC 147. or Nowels House.

Transfer wagon in con-

nect inn with ’bus. Calls to all

parts of the city promptly at

j tended to.
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