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THE TELEPHONE SYSTEM.

Less than one year ago a few
public spirited citizensof Rens:
selaer conceived the idea of es
tablishing a telephore system
for their enterprisirg town.
These parties were actuated
largely by a desire to have their
rapidly developing home city
equipped with this inodern aux-
illery to successful business, an
invention that has become so
much a part of the present man-
ner of living that no community
can afford to be without it. A
preliminary capvass was made
with the announced intention of
making the venture if seventy-
five subscribers could be had.
The rates were $2.0C for business
places and $£1.00 for residences
which were considered reason-
able by the patrons and the re-
quired number of subscribers
was quickly obtained. The town
trustees at once granted a fran-
chise, (there are no exclusive
franchise permitted in Indiana,)
to the Jasper County Telephone
Company, and the work of con-
struction began on the fifth of
July. The contract for install-
ing the plant was made with the
Indiana Harrison Telephone
Construction Companv, J. J.
Montgomery, assistant superin-
tendent of construction, being
putin charge of the work here,
and in twenty-five days the orig-
inal contract for acom plete Sys-
tem with first class poles and
wire for seventy-five phones was
finished. But by this time the
demand for service was so great
that a full hundred phones were
needed. and before these were
all in place the demand exceeded
that number by twenty-five; and
the demand has continued to in-
crease until now the switch
board for one hundred and fifty
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J. J. MONTGOMERY,
is full. It it believed that by
the fifth of next July, one year
from the time the building of the
system commenced, there will
2¢ two hundred subscribers. It
llustrates the rapidity with
which the people here avail
themselves of moderninventions
and proves their progressive
spirit. Nor has the telephone
work stopped within the limits
of Rensselaer.

Having the lines nicely oper-
ating here. the great necessity
for outside communication was
manifest and the home company
erected its poles and strung its
wires to Remington, thence to
Wolcott, Reynolds, Brookston,
Chalmers, Lafayette and other
points, and the work is still be-
ing rapidly exiended. Every
town in Jasper county will soon
be reached by a telephone wire,
and most of the large farms will
receive service, including the
large ranches along the Kanka-
kee, and all of 8. P. Thompson’s
system of farms north of Rens-
selaer. :

The telephones used by the
Jasper County Telephone Com-
pany are what is known as the
Harrison instruments, and are
‘ the equal in every respect of any

- phones made, the Bell telephones

not excepted, and are guaran-
teed, notonly to do perfect work,
but are protected against any
interference for infringement, as
other companies have often been
harassed by the Bell monopoly.
The local company . owns all its
instruments outright, and it is
easily to be seen that the plant
has been well put in, the poles
being large and well set, and the
wires perfectly strung and ad-
justed. Qertainly the best of
satisfaction is being given. The
people in charge of the central
office are prompt and courteous,
and right here the writer desires
to say that if the users of phones
knew the great strain to which
~ ‘“‘central” is often subjected in
attempting to serve a dozen or

- more calls at one time, they
' would be less impatient and per--
~_emptery in their demands.

Re-
member that even ‘‘central” is
MO man sppreciates co v

as well as you. “Please”va.nd

and

e
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“thank you” sound as sweetly
in her ear as in yours. If you
think there is nothinZ to do at
the switch board, just go up and
watch her for ten minutes some
day, and you will zhange your
mind, and wonder how it is pos-
sible for any mortal to answer
your ring with any degree of
politeness. ,

In another place in this paper
is givena complete list of the
subscribers using phones in
Rensselaer and a partial list of
outside connections.

The stockholders of the Jas-
per County Telephone Company
are, Delos Thompson, C. C. Sig-
ler, E. L. Hollingsworth, T. J.
McCoy, C. E. Mills, J. F. Was-
son and Thompson & Bro., of
whom it is unnecessary to say
that they are among the most
progressive and influential men
in the county. Their names
were a guarantee from the be-
ginning that the telephgnc SySs-
tem would be a success in every
respect, and they are deserving
of all the patronage that the
town can afford.

Perhaps the moving spirits
most active in organizing the en-
terprise were Messrs. Delos
Thompson and C. C. Sigler, but
all the members of the company
have shown a most creditable
zeal in the work that goes far
toward fitting the town for the
soon to be adopted role ofa
chartered city.

The officers are Delos Thomp-

son president;J. ¥. Wasson, vice

president; C . Mills, secretary,

E. L. Hollingsworth, treasurer.
J. J. MONTGOMEY.

It iseminently fitting to men-
tion in this connection something
concerning - the young man who
has so successfully installed the
Rensselaer telephone system. J.
J. Montgomery lives in Oneida;
I'l., and was born in Peoria, Ill.,
in 1866, making him now less
than thirty years old. He ac-
quired a common school educa-
tion;*was first employed as divi-
sion man in the telegraph ser-
vice from 1887 to 1890; spent
three years with the Bell people
in telephone work, and the last
two years for the [ndiana Har-
rison Telephone Construction
Company as assistant suprin-
tendent of construction. He was
stationed for two years at Rock-
ford, Ill., by the Bell company,
where he married Miss E. Wem-
ple, Dec. 5, 1894. His wife isan
accomplished lady, from one of
the leading families of Rockford,
her father being now retired
from business. Mr. Montgom-
ery put in the Lafayette tele-
phoene system of 600 phones just
before coming to Rensselaer
last July. Besides building the
Rensselaer system and all its
lines of wire, he has constructed
over 100 miles of tolllines and
also the Remington system. He
has a faculty for handling large
or small gangs of men to advan-
tage. Mr. Montgomery under-
stands his calling well,and could
build a telephone plant from the
phone up. He has grown into
his present position by steady
application and a strict attention
to business, and hard study
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while other people were asleep,
He is an agrecabie
whose obliging character Ly
made him hosts of friends.

The central
on Front strees
over N. Warner & Sons’ store.
Miss Ella Ritchie operates the
switch board during the day and
Clarence C. Sigler at night, and
the service so' efficiently render-
ed is largely due to the prempt-
ness of these
ployees.

Clarence E.
of the mechanical department,
keeping the instruments all in
smooth working order, putting
in new lines, repairing breaks,
ete. He has rapidly acquired a
knowledge of his duties and is
now fully qualified for the work
devolving upon him,

In time we hope to see the
whole telephone and telegraph

painstaking em-

See sketch on page eight.  Portrait

iman’'s march to the sea.”

returned home, where he spent

office is situated |two years going to school. Then | far as
in the  rooms|he wended Ins wiy back 1o Can- litoba,
‘ada, and took his Hierary course |the Rockies twice, ¢
'in Knox College. Toronto, and|Victoria,

his theology in Montreal.

When!the State
gentleman | his time was up, he received his|those years Mr. and Mrs. Paradis
discharge in Savanah, Ga., and | visited Kentucky,

'Y
H.J. DEXTER'S NEW GROCERY IN ODD FELLOWS’ TEMPLE. See sketeh

University.

the principal
and places in the east as
s o

Nova Scotia; went to Man-
from which they crossed
wnd as far as
Vancouver's [sland.

ccities

F'rom | Then crossed the Atlantie and

' the latter plwce he was delegated spent seven months in Scotland,

' to establish missions in the mari-
‘time  provinces, where
ilhn%u summers, visiting :'Lhnust
|every city and town . al

Edward Isiands and Cape Bre-
ton. It was during
pilgrimages that he met
young lady who afterward
came his efticient wife.

His college course beingended,
Mr. Paradis settled at Grand
Falls, N. B, for. six ‘years, un-
dertaking extra work to the ex-

be-

tent of - preaching four times,

BANK OF REMINGTON, ROBERT PARKER. PROPRIETOR.

on page six and residence on page

Twenty-one.

ernment functions, and Opera,ted
imconnection with the post office,
but until such a time arrives it
118 gratifying to have so well ad-
| ministered a service as that of
Rensselaer. In ‘Sweden, the
government owns the telephones
and they are in nearly all houses,
and in all the rooms at hotels,
and the fee isso small that it is
a burden on no one,

REV. M. R. PARADIS.

The subject of this sketch was
born in Montreal, Canada, and
when very young moved with his
parents to Kankakee county,
Ill.,, and lived on a farm until
1865, when, at fourteen years of
age,.he enlisted and spent one
year in Georgia as a soldier, go-
|ing‘over the ground of ‘Sher-

S R { S
systems made a part of the gov |drivingtifteen miles,superintend-

ing and teaching in a Sunday-
school, every Sunday, without
dinner, and that in a cold tem-
perature, which at times reached
thirty degrees below zero, his
health gave way, and he had to
resign. After a few months re-
cuperation on Prince Edward
Islands, he received (but de-
clined) a pastoral call and started
for the inviting field of Manitoba.
But though his books and effects
went to Winnipeg, Providence
stopped him - in Tllinois, and in-
stead of a two days’ visit in St.
Anne. he remained two years.
From thence to Turner City,
where he was pastor for two and
a half years; thence to Urbana,
where he spent nearly eight
years, as pastor of the Presby-
terian church, and professor in
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RESIﬁENCE OF JUDSON H. PERKINS, REAL ESTATE BROKER. '

b

spent

New
Sigler has charge | Brunswick, Novia Scotia, Prince

{England, Belgium, Germany,
;Ik‘runge. Switzerland and Italy;
Hfrow Venice to Mount Vesuvius.
Nearly three years ago Mr.
>aradis’ health was in such a
rcondition that a change of cli-

|
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l
{
|
{
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thosoimam Was necessary, and a year
the | was

spent in Minnedosa, (the
beautiful,) Manitoba, where he
and Mrs. Paradis made a host of
friends, and accomplished a good
iwork. They became so inter-
ested in that field, and the brac-
ing climate enticed them to enter

heart and hand into the work,
Accordingly, for months Mr.,
Paradis preached three times

and drove twenty miles every
!Sunday. once with the thermom-
leter registering forty-four de-
grees below zero~ But that was
not what the physican had ad-
'vised, and the climate Nproved
| too severe for Mrs: Paradis; and
jthe order was, “stop! and go
south.” TInobedience to instruc-
tion they left the beautiful scen-
ery, with Rensselaer as their
objective point, where they had

yearor two very quietly on their
farm, north of town. But hero.
as elswhere, there was not much
rest in store for them. ‘I'he sec-
ond Sunday after his arrival
here, Mr. Paradis was invited to
fill the pulpit of the Presbyte-
rian charch, acd has done so
ever since, now being the pastor
of that congrecation. :

An illustration of their pretty
country home on the banks of
the Iroquois appears in anothe)
place.

ST. JOSEFH S COLLEGE.

“T'his institution is under the
direction of the Fathers of the
Most Precious Blood. The
grounds on which the institution
is located, were given to the
Community of the Most Precious
Blood by Kt. Rev. Dr Dwenger,
late bishop of Ft Wayne, and
comprises three hundred acres
of land. These grounds are im-
mediately south of Rensselaer,
‘bordering on the corporation
line. :

“Taking the public highway
leading south from Rensselaer,
and known as the college road,
one travels about half a mile un-
til he reaches Collegeville. To
his left, back of a beautiful
grove, is the Indian normal
school, and to his right, the larg-
est and most imposing ‘edifice in
northern Indiana, St. Joseph’s
College. If he be a stranger,
coming to the place for the first
time, he will instinctively stop
to admire the charming sur-
roundings; the enticing grove,
the inviting playerounds near
by, the placid lake and, finally,
the college building, which, sit-
uated on a natural elevation that
rises abruptly from the lake, is
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RESIDENCE ON FARM OF LUTHER: STRONG, OCCUPIED BY WALTER
‘ (SEE. SKETCH.)

During

made arrangements to spend o

;by far the most prominent ob-
' ject in all the surrounding coun-
‘try, While approaching the
i college he may obtain a good ex-
terior view of this stately pile.
Its length is two hundred and
(twenty-eight feet, and its aver-
| age width sixty feet. The height,
including basement and attic, is
five stories. Isolated as it is
from other buildings, its gigan-
tic porportions leave a strong
impression on the mind. Not
only does it claim admiration on
account of its. size, but also for
the architectural harmény of its
structure. There are two en-
trances on the front, and over in
a niche near the top of the build-
ing, are two large, handsome
statues, the one over the south,
that of St. Joseph, and the other,
over the north, that of the Bless-
ed Virgin. The entire building
is heated by steam, well lichted,
furrished with fire escapes and
fitted with all the improvements
which can in any way add to the
welfare or comfort of its in-
mates.” :

The success achieved during
its existence of nearly five years,
presages a orighi future for the
college.” The number of stu-
dents has increased annually,
the present number being about
one hundred.and twenty. Three
C. P. P. S. scholastics, who have
completed their college course,
have been added to the staff of
teachers, thus swelling the num-
ber on the staff to twelve. Under
the able managememt of Prof.
Hemmersbach, music is receiv-
ing a wonderful impulse at the
college. The band and orches-
tra have attained a high stan-
dard. Three periodicals are
hailing from the institution. The

ISAAC GLAZEBROOK.

Isaac A. Glazebrook was born
in Edgar county, Illinois, March
15, 1850, and is therefore nearing
his 46th birthday anniversary.,

resided here ever since. He had
the privileges of the common
district schools, and spent one
term as a student at Asbury, now
DePauw, university. The great-
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ISAAC GLAZEBROOK.

er part of his life has been spent
on the farm. For a few years
he tried mercantile business, but
not meeting with the desired
success, abandoned it and re-
turned to agriculture, giving
special attention ‘to fine horses.

Five years ago he quit the
farm and engaged in blacksmith-
ing, Though not a practical
smith himself, he has, through
the employment of expert work-
men, been able to - build up the
best trade in the county. .

In 1875 he was married to Miss.
Kate Bridges of Putuam county,
Ind., and from this union there
has been born one child, a
daughter, Ara Lee, now eight-
een years of age. Mr. Glaze-
brook is noted for his industry,
honest dealings and sociable,
friendly disposition,

‘“Messenge1,” “‘Der Batschefier”
and the St. Joseph’s Collegien,
The first two Ware published in
the interest of the Spiritual Ben-
evolent Fraternity @stablished
at the College. Although organ-
ized in Nov., 1895, they enjoy a
wide circulation. St. Joseph’s
Collegian is published during
the scholastic year by the stu-
dents. :

We fondly hope that in due
time St. Joseph’s College will
rank among the leading educa-
tional institution of its” kind in
the country.

Our staple agricultural pro-

1ducts are corn, oats, hay, wheat,

and rye, the last two cerals flour-
ish best in the north part of the
county. Market gardening is
fast coming into prominence on
our muck lands. With the devel-
opment of this branch of farm-
ing we are expecting the estab-
lishing of the canning business
hére soon on an extensive scale.
Already a canning factory has

years at DeMotte and another

at Brook. - '

When two years old he came with
his parents to this state and has

been“successfully”f'ﬁn‘ for two

:Q




