
FOR THE TELEGRAPH.

LINES OF EUROPE NOW OWNED

BY THE STATE.

Not Run for Profit, but for the Benefit

of the People —Operated in Cloae Con-

nection with the Postal System —A

Success.

There is one important difference be-

tween the telegraph systems of the con-

tinent of Europe and those of England

which has to be taken into account in

the outset in considering the general

systems. This difference is that the

English system originated in private

enterprise, while in most of the conti-

nental states, if not in all of them, the

government was the initiator. Hence

in the case of the continental countries

the state had not to burden itself with

a large outlay in the acquisition of the

telegraph, although there is no doubt

that in the early days of the telegraph
the first cost of some of the primary
lines' was excessive. Another fact

which may as well be stated in the out-

set is this, that, with hardly an excep-

tion, none of the continental systems

of telegraph pay financially. Even in

cases where there is a balance on the

right side, it is so small as to be hardly
worth taking account. Still another

consideration which has to be borne in

mind is the fact that different govern-

ments seem to regard the telegraph sys-

tem as so intimately connected with

the postal system that in the published

financial statements the accounts are

invariably given en bloc, and not di-

vided, so that one can see what the re-

ceipts and expenditures have been on

telegraphs alone; and even when we get

these figures they only tell a part of the

story, for in most of the European
states many of the telegraph lines have

been constructed or have been extended

to unprofitable points, commercially

speaking, for strategical purposes.

Moreover, they are used extensively for

governmental purposes, for which no

corresponding remuneration appears on

the balance-sheet. In other words, in

England, as elsewhere, the telegraph
service bears all the government busi-

ness, for which there is no actual finan-

cial return.

But let me give some statistics of the

actual state of the telegraphic service

in the different countries of Europe,

and then we shall have the material for

comparison. The latest statistics to be

had are those for 1893. On the Ist of

January in that year France had a total

length of telegraph lines of 59,693 miles,

with 197,622 miles of wire. There were

10,589 telegraph offices; and in 1892

there were despatched 45,328,588 tele-

grams, of which 33,439,947 were inter-

nal, 5,306,337 international, 1,571,168 in

transit, and 5,011,436 were official. There

are 237 miles of pneumatic tubes in

Paris. The number of subscribers to

the telephonic system in 1890 was 11,*

439, and 152,338 international conver-

sations were held. It should be said

here that in all the chief European
states the minimum price of a tele-

graphic message is 6d. or half a franc,

the 6d. carrying 12 words with the ad-

dress, and the half a franc 10 words

and ditto. In England, with the lowest

average at one shilling, the telegraph

was just on the point of paying when

public opinion compelled parliament to

adopt the 6d. tariff. In foreign states

the same thing has practically oc-

curred. In France, during the year

1893, the total receipts from the tele-

graphic service were 35,146,454 francs

85 centimes; but this is all I am able

to give of the financial position, al-

though our statement gives the net

product at 34,979,269 francs.

In the German empire (including Ba-

varia and Wurtemburg, which have

separate systems of telegraphy), the to-

tal length of the lines in 1892 was 73,-

198 miles, and the length of wire 259,-

628 miles, while the number of mes-

sages sent was:

Internal telegrams. 22,209,144

Foreign telegrams 8,965,956

Total 31,175,100

In regard to Germany, the Journal

Telegraphique, the best authority on

this subject, has no information touch-

ing finances apart from those relating

]to the postofflce as a whole. It should

be said that in additon to the tele-

graphic system worked by the state the

railways have a system of their own,

which under certain conditions can be

taken over by the stare, especially in

time of war.

The following are the available sta-

tistics of Austria, Hungary, and Bosnia

and Herzegovina for 1892:

Bosnia &

Herze-

Austria. Hungary, govina.

Offices .... 4,098 2,116 111

Line,miles 17,609 12,473 1,780

i Wire,miles 50,154 35,320 3,870

Messages. 10,815,302 5,671,579 425,696

Although I have no special financial

1 statement regarding the telegraphic

i service, the postal service as a whole

shows a very profitable working, the

i financial statement for Austria (1892)

; and Hungary (1891) being as follows:

Austria, Hungary,

Florins. Florins.

Receipts 32,993,560 13,723,856

Expenses 21,750,837 9,561,836

| The length of state telegraph lines in

| Russia on Jan. 1, 1891, was 88,280 Eng-

lish miles, and the length of wire 172,-

360 English miles. Of the total system

about nineteen-twentieths were the

property of the state. There were at

the same date 3,796 telegraph offices.

The total number of telegrams carried

in 1890 was 10,103,810. The length of

the telephone lines was i,376 miles,

and the number of telephonic messages

was 109,950. As In regard the other

states, there are no figures published

with reference to the expenditure upon

the telegraph alone. I find that the rev-

enue from telegraphs rose from 10,-

607,000 rubles in 1888 to 11,875,000 ru-

bles in 1892; hut as regards expendi-

tures, all the figures available are that

the general expenditure on posts and

telegraphs combined in 1890 was 25,-
219,619 rubles, against an income of

30,925,903 rubles. Thus, treated as a

whole, the system of posts and tele-

graphs shows a considerable revenue,

and this apart from the fact that the

state uses both the telegraph and the

post largely, without crediting the de-

partment with a single cent.

The state took over all the telegraphs
in Belgium in 1883, and since then the

department has worked well In con-

junction with the post. In 1891 the

telegraphs carried 8,445,593 dispatches,

private and official; In 1892, 7,975,523.
In the latter year the total length of

public telegraph lines was 4,617 piles,
and the length of wires 22,739 miles.

There were at the same date 965 tele-

graph stations. The receipts in 1892

were 3,445,599 francs, the expenses

4,535,192 francs. There is nothing to

show how this excess of expenditure
has arisen, although it may arise from

the fact that the government has of late

years been laying telephone wires of its

own. The system has worked well, al-

though the private Belgian Telephone

Company existed side by side with the

state system. In 1893, however, the

government acquired the entire tele-

phone system of the country. The

terms of the acquisition were that the

state should pay the companies an an-

nual rent plus 15 per cent bonus for

the ensuing 16 years, the concession

having been originally granted to the

companies, according to the provisions
of Art. I of the law of June 11, 1883,

for the maximum period of 25 years.

This will be a drag upon the state until

the obligation has been extinguished.

In the Netherlandsmere are several

private telephone lines, but most of the

lines are owned by the state. The

length of state lines on Dec. 31, 1892,
was 3,398 miles, the length of wires 12,-

098. The number of state offices was

on Dec. 31, 1892, 473. The number of

paid messages by the state lines in 1892

was 4,302,978. The receipts of the state

amounted in the same year to 1,353,924

guilders, and the ordinary expenses to

1,881,580 guilders. The number of “ser-

vice” messages, which include those in

the service of the state railroads, and

for which nothing appears to the credit

of the lines, is very great.—Alfred T.

Story in New York Voice.

Government Ownership.

One of the favorite arguments against

the government ownership and control

of railroads —advanced, it need hardly
be said, by the railroad companies

themselves —has been that for the gov-

ernment to take over the railroads

would be to infringe upon individual-

ism. It has been said, again and again,
that governmental control of railroads

would put a stop to individual invest-

ment, and therefore to that competi-
tion which a much-misunderstood ad-

age declares to be the life of trp.de
A railfbad is, primarily, only a trans-

portation agency, that is, means to an

end. Its legitimate functions are com-

prised within the providing of adequate
means for carrying passengers and

freight from point to point on its route.

Had the railroads of the United States

been content to confine themselves to

their legitimate sphere the era of gov-

ernment control might have been at

least postponed, but so far from so

doing they are found concerned in im-

provement companies, in development

companies, in express companies, in

coal companies, and even in ice com-

panies, rll of which industries they

monopolize and control, either by the

creation of wheels within wheels, as

in the case of the Contract and Finance

Company, the * Pacific Improvement

Company, the Western Development
Company and the like, or by putting
the screws to other corporations until

they are forced to yield the lion’s share

of their business to the railroad com-

panies.

Under governmental ownership
such secret and vicious partnerships
iould not obtain. The government

would operate the roads under the well-

known principles which should control

common carriers, and would have no

special favors to extend to pet corpo-

rations, because it could have no inter-
est in them. Individualism would be

promoted rather than repressed, and

all patrons of the roads in the same

line of business would be put on equal
footing. A coal-mining company or an

ice-making company or any other in-

dustry would not be compelled to take
railroad magnates into partnership in

order to secure fair and equitable rates.

Genuine competition would be favored

and the consumer would derive an ad-

vantage which now he willseek invain,

for the railroads will favor themselves

and their officials to the detriment of

the outside competitor.—S. F. Chron-

icle.

“STAND BY THE PARTY.”

What 1» Success —And What Is a Demo-

crat?

No matter how democrats may differ

on the financial question, they should

stand by their party organization. No

matter which side wins in conventions,

there should be no bolting. Party dis-

integration is to be more feared than

defeat on any given question of party

policy. Men and brethren, let us hold

together at all hazards. As free coin-

age advocates we have a right to en-

deavor to control the party organiza-

tion on that issue. As gold standard

advocates, democrats so believing have

the same rights. But let us recognize

each other still as democrats —all of the

great party to which the country looks

for the best government, and let us

subordinate our views on given ques-

tions to the will of the majority and

perpetuity of the party. Don’t bolt.—

Hot Springs News.

The first question that naturally sug-

gests itself is, What is a democrat? And

then what does party success mean?

Is democracy merely a name? Does

it stand united for any principle, good

or bad?

Does success mean merely to win the

offices?

Will any honest man consent to the

domination of wrong, when by leav-

ing the party he can stand up for the

right? \

' The fate of the greatest republic in

the world is now in the hands of the

people.

Is party greater than country—and
office for a few politicians more to he

desired than American liberty and in-

dependence?

Only men of the same general prin-

ciples should be in the same party.

The American .people are greater

than any party.

All our parties are included within

the people.

Why should not those who agree up-

on the momentous questions of the day

vote together at the ballot-box?

Majority rule applied to the entire

country is all right—but no man should

sacrifice his principles to the majority
of a sect which is only a subordinate

division.

Neither should a man fail to stand

up for the principles he believes to be

right, though a majority of the people
be against him.

To save the democratic party is not

to save the American people. The par-

ty is a mere form of organization for

the propagation of certain principles,
and when the man of principle finds

that he is in the wrong party he should

get out as quickly as he would climb

out of a barn lot with a mad bull after

him.

When you get into the den of a bear

and have nothing but bird-shot in your

gun, don’t stop to argue, but join the

fellows who are out hunting that kind

of game, and together you may conquer

him. Because you have always hunted

with bird-shot is no reasoq why you

should not accept the assistance of a

repeating-rifle in an emergency.

Another democratic paper boasts that

“the democrats are getting together in

good old democratic fashion. Local

organizations are being perfected on

the basis that ‘I am a democrat’ first,
last and all the time, whatever individ-

ual opinions may be on this, that or the

other question.”

Now, honestly, isn’t that disgusting
to a self-respecting democrat —or to

anybody else of common sense?

A party with no principles has no

right to existence.

The idea of organizing “regardless

of opinion” into a party that knows no

principle except that “daddy was a

democrat.”

You have as an American citizen a

much higher responsibility to your

country than that of a mere party
whooper.

The manhood of every professing
democrat is grossly ipsulted by the

papers that assume all democrats have

no more principle than to “unite on

the basis of I am a democrat.”

It either means something to be a

democrat, or else there are no demo-

crats.

It is no honor to be nothing—or to

belong to a party that means nothing.

The first balloon was made by a

Jesuit, about 1620. The idea was Re-

vived in France by M. Montgolfier, in

1783, and introduced in England the fol-

lowing year.

TO LEGION MEMBERS.

IF LEADERS WILL NOT ACT DO

SOMETHING YOURSELVES.

Some One Most Stir the People Up—

Some One Moat Point Out the Way,
and Then If the People Will Not Act,

It Is Their Own Fault.

It is the duty of each quartermaster
of the legion to at once collect the 10

cents annual dues from every member

aile to pay and remit at once.

If each member would act promptly
it would lift the burden of debt from

my shoulders and leave a large bal-
ance for organization. It would also

furnish a campaign fund to do work

during the winter. You certainly do

not want yourself and family to work

for nothing and be out hundreds of dol-
lars besides. He will lose one home if

this is not done. I tfave taken money
that we sorely need and expended it in

legion work. Have lost my life insur-

ance and have run heavily in debt and

this was done to establish the legion.
It now has running expenses, but no

salaries for clerical work. The burden

is not too great and I appeal to you to

pay your dues. Ten cents per member

will break nobody. Do without tobac-

co; do without something, or save the

money. Stop old party papers. Do

not give one dime to any cause but our

own, and we can furnish speeches, lit-

erature and wage a great battle. If I

had the postage stamps I could send

appeals to organize to thousands of our

best workers. We have a great army
of addresses in our office we cannot

use unless people raise funds. Let

each legion give a supper, a concert or

let the women devise ways and means

to raise money. Let each one do some-

thing. If your leader will not act it

is no reason why you should stop. Wake

the people up from ocean to ocean. The

entrance fee of 10 cents and 10 cents

annual dues from each member would

give a big campaign fund now. We

issue many charters without a cent and

few pay dues. We ought to have our

best speakers in the field. We can put
a live orator and organizer in each state

without costing you a cent if each one

willrespond. It is humiliating to make

these appeals, but some one must act

Some one must stir the people. Some one

must point out the way, and if the peo-

ple will not wake we will not be to

blame. This duty was conferred on

me unsought, and I will bear the bur-

den and stand the assaults of the enemy

without fear. None of us are perfect.
If we had our life to live over we would

amend it, but if we act with honor and

integrity now the duty will be per-
formed.

We must support our newspapers.

They will, hundreds of. them, be com-

pelled to suspend if we do not do our

duty to them. The grand men and

women who are the strong tower in

our cause bear untold burdens. We must

sustain them. Each legion should or-

ganize all the surrounding country.
Bring thenl all into line. ¦

This is a holy work. To those who

assail me I say without malice, I will

gladly turn the burden over. I have no

ambition save to do my duty. I have

a reputation as an organizer I have

have gained by years of hard work and

sacrifice in other fields. My highest
desire is to band our men and women

together so strongly that the enemy

may not be able to break our line.

Were it not for the noble letters writ-

ten by the rank and file we would faint

by the way. But with the help of God

we will labor day after day to build

up the cause. We will guard the in-

tegrity of our party as a sacred jewel
and pray for the victory to come.

The millions of oppressed people
must be rescued. The poor, lonely he-

roic advocates of our cause must be

sustained and we urge all true hearts

to respond to this call. Write for par

pers to organize. Don’t delay. The en-

emy are strongly entrenched. We must

fall into solid line and that at once, or

defeat will surely come. Let every

loyal heart respond to this call.

Millions in Want in a Land of Plenty

Henry D. Lloyd, in “WealthfAgainst

Commonwealth:” t

Nature is rich; but everywhere man,

the heir of nature, is poor. Never in

this happy country or elsewhere —ex-

cept in the Land of Miracle, where

“they did all eat and were

there been enough of anything for the

people.
Rome banished those who had been

found to be public enemies by forbid-

ding everyone to give them fire and

water. This was done by all to a few.

In America it is done by a few to all.

A small number of men are obtaining

the power to forbid anyone but them-

selves to supply the people with fire in

nearly every form known to mofiern

life and industry from matches to loco-

motives and electricity. They'control
our hard coal and much of the soft, and

stoves, furnaces, and steam and hot

water heaters; the governors on steam

boilers and the boilers, gas and gas fix-

tures, natural gas and gas pipes, elec-

tric lighting and all the appurtenances.
You cannot free yourself by changing

from electricity to gas, or from the gas

of the city to the gas of the fields. If

you fly from kerosene to candles you
are still under the ban.

We are rapidly reaching the stage
where in each province only a few are

left; that is the key to our times. Be-

yond the deep is another. "This era is

but a passing phase in the evolution of

industrial Caesars, and these Caesars

willbe of a new type—corporate Cae-

sar. What we call monopoly is busi-

ness at the end of its journey. The

concentration of wealth, the wiping
out of the middle classes, are other

names for it. To get it Is, in the world

of affairs, the chief end of man.

The first Bible printed in America

was Elliot’s Indian version, in 1658.
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Blessed is he that expects nothing—-

for the present congress will provide

for him,

It is a wonder the courts don’t de-

cide that the constitution is unconsti-

tutional.

It is evident that the courts think the

Declaration of Independence is uncon-

stitutional.

If the “stay-at-home” vote should be

cast for a policy that would provide

homes to stay at.

Brass bands and buncombe speeches
will fail to cover up the record of the

Fifty-third congress.

The office willprobably have a hard

time seeking the man in the next na-

tional Democratic convention.

The kind of “sound currency” wanted

by the bankers is their own notes, on

•which they can draw interest.

England willprobably participate in

the international monetary conference

to the extent of defeating its objects.

“Primary money” is discussed only

in the primer class of finance. The ad-

vanced class has learned that all money

is fiat.

Don’t forget the fact that the sil-

ver “inside-the-party” advocates are

the backbone of the single gold stand-

ard movement.

*- Paper money issued direct to the

people is just as good as paper money

issued through the banks to the peo-

ple —and very much cheaper.

A guarantee on greenbacks issued by

the government direct to the people is

as good as a guarantee on a banknote

issued by the government through the

banks.

If the bankers are going to insist on

.conspiring against the government and

the interests of the people, they ought
to be tried for treason, condemned and

banished to Jerusalem.

The question is not so much whether

our money shall be made out of the yel-
low metal or white metal, or both, but

who shall issue whatever money we do

liave, the bankers or the people?

“This note says I owe ‘the bearer’

ten dollars, but I will loan the note

to him and make him pay me interest

on what I owe'him. This is the kind

of sound currency I want.”—“National

Banker. %

The Republicans have decided not to

¦do, anything in the Fifty-fourth- con-

gress but pass the usual appropria-
tions. They evidently think that as

much record as can be handled has al-

ready been made. There will be a

mighty effort made to fool the people
again.

The express companies are about to

take the money order business away

from Uncle Sam. One reason is they

make a cheaper rate and the other is

you don’t have to run the gauntlet of

•writing otit an application. \The same

result could be obtained if Uncle Sam

would go into the railroad business to

some extent. It would bring the rail-

roads down in the rates.

Express money orders increased

from 500,004 in 1882 to 7,000,000 in 1894.

The express companies are doing their

business cheaper than the government,
but they would charge three times the

rates they do if the government was

not engaged in the business as a com-

petitor. Here is a valuable lesson ap-

plicable to the public ownership of rail-

roads and telegraph lines. A littlecom-

petition on the part of the government

would save the people millions of dol-

lars.

President Cleveland notified the con-

ferees on the sundry civil bill that

the provision for the distribution of

$300,000 worth of seeds to the drouth-

stricken farmers of the West must

not remain in the bill, to be con-

sistent with his record in having ve-

toed a seed bill for Texas drouth suf-

ferers several years ago, and in viola-

tion of every precedent and without a

shadow of law or rule, but in obedience

to the president’s demand, this item

was stricken out. And yet the gavels

of both houses had scarcely sounded the

death knell of the Fifty-third congress

until Grover Cleveland boarded a gov-

ernment vessel and at government ex-

pense went on a duck hunting trip—-
a fine example to set before the country
by a president who declared the seeds

voted to the Texas drouth sufferers

was “paternalism!” Talk of Caesar-

ism! IfGrover Cleveland has not given
this country a taste of all that implies
In the past two years, then to what

other depths must we descend? No

president has ever presumed to threat-

en members of congress or committees

to influence legislation as he has. How-

ever, the people voted for this, and

they are getting what they voted for.

Those irho did not vote for Cleveland

lave the duly right to squeal.

FROM .

A FEv) ffa***
THEN^T

Great Britain having built a dam

across our Silver Stream. Gold alone is

powerless to turn the wheels of Com-

merce. Result: Stagnation and Com-

mercial Death, to which John Bull y
points with pride,'rejoicing in his won-

derful successes.
,

flowed from our

\\J furnished power to turn the

Lryl -
wheels of Commerce. Re-

ILjTJ suit: Prosperity and Com-

mercial Life, to which Uncle

Sam points with pride.

Coin's Financial School (price

25c) is giuen free to every new trial

subscriber of The People's Pilot.

Twenty-five cents for three months.

J. C. THRAWLS,

Surveyor and Engineer.
Office with the County Super-

intendent, in Williams & Stock-
ton’s block, Rensselaer. 3-23-94

I B. WASHBURN.
Physician and Surgeon,

RENSSELAER, INDIANA.

<>jLpe
»

ia* attentl°n given to diseases of the
eye, ear, nose and throat, and diseases of
women. Tests eyes for glasses and treats
rupture by the infection method

AddisonParkison, Gro. K. Holdings worth,President. Vice President.
Emmet L. Hollingsworth, Cashier.

Commercial State Bank,
RENSSELAER. INDIANA.

Directors: Addison Parkisoß, James T Ran-
i°,n M. Wasson, Geo. K. Hollingsworth

Hollingsworth. This bank is
RTfPJ I

t.° tpa P s *tct a general banking bus-
iness. Interest allowed on time deposits.
Money loaned and good notes bought at cur-
rent rates of interest. A share of your pat-

Isaac Glazebrook

Horseshoeing
AND GENERAL

Blacksmithing.
Repair agricultural implements and all

kinds of machinery. Wheelwright in connec-
tion. Shop on Front street near Saylor’s
Mill,Rensselaer. Ind.

Blacksmithing, Horseshoeing
WAGON MAKING.

Special attention to repairing Machinery
and Duplicating Castings in Iron or Brass.

ALL WORK NEATLY DONE.
Rensselaer. Ind.

S. PARKS.
DRAYMAN.

Allkinds of hauling done in
the most careful and prompt
manner. Pries the very lowest.

David E. Noland,
Blacksmith

AND

Wheelwright
General Repairing in Wood and Iron.

LEE, IND.

Gold Fillings, Crown and Bridge
Work. Teeth WitIt out Plates a Spec-
ialty. Gas or vitilized air administered for
the painless extraction of teeth. Give me atrial. Office over Porter & Wishard’s.

European

"4k; Bargain
VfT* store.

Copper Wash Boiler No. 8.52.25
Parlor Matches, doz. boxes. .15
5-Gal. Oil Can with Pump. 1.15
Copper Tea Kettle, Nickled 1.15
Tubular Lanterns

... 50
Corn Knives, from 25 to

..
.30

Cottage Sewing Machine 20.00
IVO-lb. Grindstone &frame 2.50
Largest Zinc Tubs, 85 to.. .95

C. E. HERSHMAN,
RENSSELAER, IND

JAMES W. DOUTHIT,

LAWYER,
Rensselaer - . Indiana.

%

LIVERY, SALE AND BOARDING STABLE.

V

PHEGLET BISOS.

Leopold Barn, South of Court House.

RENSSELAER. IND.

Having purchased the above business the
new proprietors request a share of *the pub-
lic’s favors. Good outfits, careful drivers.
Best care of boarders. Prices reasonable.
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