
DEPARTMENT STORES.

A GREAT EVIL OF MODERN BUSI-

NESS—AN OCTOPUS OF CREED.

Shauld Be Condemned by All Right

Thinking People Throughout the

Whole Country—It la an Institution

of Foreign Origin and a Monopoly.

A city 1b something more than merely
a large collection of houses.

A city should be a scene of busy,

bustling activity, where are erected

many homes, where are employed

many laboring people in factories,

stores, workshops and mills. It is ap-

parent that the farmer whose land lies

nearest a prosperous city is in better

shape than his fellow-farmer whose

possessions are not so favorably situ-

ated.

In order to succeed a city must have

stores of every kind, afld many of them

for the sake of competition if nothing
else. The more stores in a city the

more families to be maintained and the

more, labor connected therewith, hence

the greater demand for farmers’ pro-

duce of every kind. This being the

case, imagine a city in which the mer-

cantile business of a city is all con-

ducted under one roof! The result

would be that a hydra-headed monop-

oly of the worst form would be in con-

trol, and in course of time every in-

terest of the city would pass under its

direction. There would be no such a

thing as competition. That city would

be ruined. Ichabod would be written

all over its every industry, and it would

eventually become a monument to

man’s avaricious greed as represented
by that modern devil fish of business

life, known as the department store.

The practices of the modern depart-
ment store are those that we might call

“cut-throat games.” Its competition is

illegitimate, such that no business man

of principle can endorse. For instance,
“bait” is thrown out to laggard buyers.
Twenty-six pounds of granulated sugar
is offered for a dollar. Any man ac-

quainted with the price of this com-

modity knows that no department store

can secure sugar any cheaper than the

legitimate dealers, however large the

quantity they purchase may be. Then

who meets this loss —more than 25 cents

on every dollar’s sold? This

“bait” is thus thrown out that the pub-
lic may enter and the loss on sugar will

be made up on other articles the public
may be induced to buy, the price of

which they are not so familiar with as

they are with the price of sugar. If

this be not the proper solution of this

problem then what is? Surely the

managers are not so magnanimous as

to absolutely give away money! Hu-

manity is not built that way.

As we have said before, the average

department store should be opposed by
eVery right-thinking person.

Because it is a monopoly.
Because it enoourages cheap labor.

Because it encourages the manufac-
ture of shoddy goods.

Because it is illegitimate competition.
Because it is an institution of foreign

origin that ought not to be counte-

nanced on American soil.

These are some of our reasons for

opposing the department store.

The department store the world
over is a monopoly, or seeks to be-
come such, hence they advertise to “re-
tail everything.” It is just as censur-

able for a few men to control the retail
business of a city as it is for Jim Hillto

control the two great northern railways
across this continent, which attempt has

caused such a stir in the judicial and
business circles of this state, and the

condemnation of everybody except the

Inonopolists.

It is a fact susceptible of the clearest

demonstration that coming to this

country from Egypt, and from the va-

rious cities of continental Europe, ev-

ery week, are ship-loads after ship-
loads of rags, the cast-off clothing of
the poor of those countries, whose wear-

ers, in many cases, died of small-pox
and other contagious and loathsome dis-
eases. These rags furnish, in a great

measure, the raw material that keeps
the shoddy mills at work preparing the

cloth for the manufacture of garments
to be sold “cheap,” thus coming in com-

petition with wool growers of the

north, and the cotton growers of the

south, and whose principal customers
are the sweat-shops of the great cities,
and factories whose output is sold to

managers of department stores. We
have it upon the authority of expert

microscopists that even after this shod-

dy material is soaked in hot water and

subjected to other treatment it receives
before being “made up,” that the cuticle

of the skin of the original wearers is

still retained in the fibre of the cloth,
and that the disease germs still lurk

therein! Is it not unreasonable to ask

dealers in legitimate goods to compete

with dealers in these disease-lurking
articles?

What has been said of this shoddy
cloth may with equal force be said of

nearly all the wares for sale by depart-
ment stores. Products of sweat shops,
of penitentiaries. It is strange that

public sentiment does not speedily mass

itself against an institution so fraught
with danger and disaster as that disor-

gan'zer of business principles, known

as the department store, but which

should more properly and correctly

speaking, be called the big racket store.

Wherever aggressive capital may

hope to be amply rewarded department

stores are being established. Admit-

ting that they are a success, then what

of the future? Under our present sys-

tem a young man may enter a store as

a chore boy, then, as his abilities are

recognized, become a clerk. As he

saves his money and improves his time

there is a possibility of engaging in

business on his own account. It may

be a small business at first, but grad-

ually developes it until he is a full-

fledged merchant. This is the possi-

bility before a young man to-day, in

(act, it is the history of many a mer-

ihant’s experience, hence the incentive

to excellency on the part of young men

as they first enter the employ of the

merchant under existing conditions.

How is it in the department store? Over

the front door the young man entering,
and ambitious to establish a business

for hmiself may see, if he scans close-

ly, these fateful words: “Abandon

hope, all ye who enter here.” Depart-
ment stores with all their glare, tinsel

and elaborateness, require a great deal

of capital such as no business man can

accumulate in a life time. Generally

speaking, these stores are established
on the money of eastern capitalists. For

instance, Armour, who has accumulat-

ed his millions by questionable meth-

ods, such as, in the wheat and beef

combine, is now investing his millions

in department stores. It is impossi-
ble for a young man just beginning life

as a clerk ever to become the owner of
a department store.

In the event of the success of the de-

partment stores, what must become of

the thousands of small merchants and

the large army of clerks? There is but
one opening for them to enter the

channel of productive industry, and

that avenue, with the flood gates of im-

migration wide open, is already filled

with more men now than can be profit-
aby employed.

This question of the department store

is an important one, and it behooves

every person interested in the success

of city, state and nation to carefully
consider, and promptly discourage.
Shut it off before it becomes a power in

the land. Let every one realize at once

the great danger of this insidious ene-

my to business and industrial life.—

Mankato (Minn.) Journal.

WILLDO SAME IN OTHER STATES

What the People’s Party Has Accom-

plished In Nebraska.

A people’s party handbook, issued by
the campaign committee of Nebraska,
tells what the people’s party has done

for that state. The same results will

follow the election of the people’s party
ticket inother states. The reforms en-

acted by a people’s party administra-

tion in Nebraska are as follows:

It enacted a maximum freight law,
but republican courts suspended its op-
eration.

It cut down extravagant appropria-
tions, but a republican legislature
brought them back.

It brought to light the corruption ex-

isting in state institutions.

It made possible the passage of the

Australian ballot law.

It enacted a law requiring state and

county treasurers to make all banks

give bond that handle public money,
and to collect interest for the use of

such money and turn it into the public
fund. The last republican legislature
sought to repeal this, but the governor
sustained it.

It enacted a law requiring intersect-

ing railroads to build transfer switches,
and, by means of such transfer switches,
ship all freight the shortest distance to

destination, but a republican board cf

transportation has nullified it.

It repealed the special bounty given
to sugar refineries, which was re-enact-

ed by the last republican legislature.
It enacted the eight-hour law.

It gave the state a warehouse law.

It was instrumental in securing the

passage of a law to have the books of
all county treasurers examined at least

once every two years.

It secured the passage of an anti-

trust law.

It secured the passage of an anti-

Pinkerton law.

It was instrumental in having passed
many other good measures.

It elected the ablest United States

senator that ever represented Nebraska.

It elected the ablest and cleanest gov-
ernor who ever occupied the executive

office of the state. Under his adminis-

tration it saved the state money by the
veto of several useless and extrava-

gant appropriations.

Wall Street and a Third Term.

The Tribune puts the whole question
in a nutshell when it says “the business

men of Wall street are not unfriendly
to the idea of a third term for Mr. Cleve-
land.” This is all there is to the Cleve-
land third-term movement.

Business men of Wall street would
be ninth-power ingrates if they did not
remain loyal to Mr. Cleveland. For

them he repudiated his party’s solemn
declarations of faith; for them he broke
his party’s solemn pledges to the peo-
ple of the United States; for them he
filched the public treasury of millions

of dollars.

Some of the business men of Wall

street, our contemporary says, “think

the objection to a third term is purely
a sentimental one. Others do not, but
seem to have a feeling that with Mr.
Cleveland in the white house there

could not be any tampering with the

money standard.”

With the money standard of Wall

street, the Tribune means, the money
standard which debases the value of

one-half the metal money of the coun-

try and appreciates the value of the

other half. The patriotic business men

of Wall street have no fear that Mr.

Cleveland will tamper with their gold
money standard.

It is with the money standard of the

constitution that Mr. Cleveland tamp-
ers. That standard is the silver dollar

enjoying all the rights of gold. It recog-

nizes the demands of all sorts and con-

ditions of men instead of just the round-

bellied greed of the business sharks of
Wall street. In tampering with this

standard Mr. Cleveland violates his

oath of office and slaps in the face a

holy tradition of the democratic party.
In so doing he fosters his third-term

movement on Money Shark’s street and

kills it in the rest of the country.—

Chicago Daily Press.

If there is any other brand of pros-

perity, let as wuapto it, please.

A LITTLE DISCUSSION.

THE DAILY PRESS DEPRAVES

THE PUBLIC CONSCIENCE.

Do You Realize That Plutocracy Con-

trols Every Line of Telegraphic News

That Goes Into the Great Dally Pa-

pers of This

Did you know that a control of the

press by any one person or class was

dangerous to the public welfare —and

that no republic has ever been able to

survive it?

Did you know this, my friend?

If not, why did you not know it?

Was not a free press lauded in your

childhood?

Why?

Let history tell.

And yet you know that seven men,

or that a certain number, all men of

wealth, and bond-creators, control every

line of news that enters the daily press!
You know this, my friend. You cer-

tainly know it—we instst upon it that

you are aware of the fact. You certain-

ly know of the Associated Press (and
the United Press with the same stock-
holders or paper owners.)

Do you now fly in the face of all hu-

man history, and declare that this press
control is safe?

Oh no. But you do not realize the ex-

tent and the awfulness of the blanket-

spread despotism. You do not realize

that this agency of aristocracy controls

all the columns of every daily paper

except the editorial and the local —and

the local is now prepared by the “Press

Agent” where it is of general import-
ance.

Who are these men? Why, Jay
Gould owned 3-llths of the combina-

tion before he died. Men like Russell

Sage, bogus bond creators, and trust

and loan companies, make up the en-

tire “company.”
Do they suppress? The ignorance of

the American people upon great na-

tional transpirations is absolutely
abominable. Civil war in Tennessee

was carried on at Coal Creek, and sen-

try fires illumed the bordering ridges
for three months before a line of news

reached the press—and then because

the miners captured the stockade.

Bloodshed took place in the Berlin

riot—but the press says, “not a drop of

blood was spilled.”

Strikes are won triumphantly—the

press says, “the men gave in.”

The people’s party have a love feast

with 8,000 northern blues, southern

grays and labor delegates. The press

informs the world—“Populism Split
Asunder!”

The world is informed that a gigan-
tic national association demands unse-

cured worthless money, printed by

“wagon loads!” Whereas the populists
are the first political organization to

demand that worthless, wind-secured,

debt-creating national bank and other

bank currency shall cease to exist—-

that every dollar shall be secured with

two or four times its face value—shall

be as changeless as the everlasting hills

—and shall be a debt-payer and not a

debt-producer.

The people are crammed with lies

about anarchists —about bombs —about

European conclaves and American

banditti, and all manufactured lies—the

bombs are placed by hired villians (See
sworn statement of Chicago Chief of

Police) and the U. S. Deputy Marshals

are arrested in the very act of burning

cars, and firing pistols over the heads of

troops.

Meantime the press depraves the pub-
lic conscience—reduces patriotism and

statecraft to base-ball and golf—and

makes public gambling reputable.
It sustains the vast combines, the

fearful trusts which control the price

of food —until the western farmer gets

l%c for his beef, and the Chicago citi-

zen, three days after, pays 20c per

pound for the same.

And still our good citizens —seeing

prosperity destroyed, constitutions

wrecked and public morality debased —

will vote the same cruel organizations

Into power—year after year.—East and

West.

Punishing Criminals.

Taylor, the South Dakota thief, who

stole $300,000 from the state, was sen-

tenced to five years in state’s prison,

but on appeal the state supreme court

reduced the “punishment” to two years.

Of course he will get out long before

the two years are up. Here is a meter

of punishment prepared for the benefit

of monopoly judges:

PUNISHMENT FOR STEALING.

A loaf of bread 30 days in jafi

$lO GO days in jail

$25 six months in jail

SSO one year state’s prison

SIOO two years state’s prison

SSOO five years state’ prison

SI,OOO ten years state’s prison

SIO,OOO five years state’s prison

$50,000 a trip to Canada

SIOO,OOO, he settles with the people he

stole from and becomes a “respec-
table” citizen of the community.
A man who steals say half a million

or more hires smart lawyers, gets free

and may buy his way into the United

States senate. —Milwaukee Advance.

The Third Party?

The people’s party is called the third

party, but that is only partially true.

, The democratic party is now the third

! party in the following states: Minne-

sota, Nebraska, Oklahoma, Wyoming,
North Dakota, Washington, Nevada,
South Dakota, Kansas, Colorado, Mon-

tana, Idaho, Oregon and Arizona.

| The republican party is the third

party in the following states: Arkan-

sas, Louisiana, Alabama, Florida,

Texas, Mississippi, Georgia and North

Carolina.

The people’s party can afford to ex-

tend a welcome hand to everybody, but

it will dicker with no one.

LESSONS IN BANKING.

Farty Prejudice Defeats Good Principles

of Banking.

The attention given to banking mat-

ters by the people generally and the

press, regardless of political affiliation,
is highly encouraging and significant of

a growing interest on a most important
subject.

Until recently the questions which
are now freely discussed were ignored

by the public as being too intricate for

the ordinary mind to grasp, but as the

necessity of a better system becomes

so evident, the subject is attracting de-

served attention.

A recent issue of the Kansas City Star

contains a leading editorial from which

we quote as follows:

“The condition of a little bank in

Kansas when it failed yesterday em-

phasizes the need of better legislation
in that state for the protection of de-

positors. When the bank commissioner

took charge he found less than twelve

dollars in money on hand to meet lia-

bilities of nearly $13,000. The owner of

the bank had used the assets in grain
speculations.

“Last winter Bank Commissioner

Breidenthal prepared an equitable bill

for the regulation of the banking busi-

ness. He particularly sought by the bill

to protect depositors.

“The enactment of Breidenthal’s bill

into a law would have enlarged the

commissioner’s authority and kept the

business of banks within their means,

but influences were brought to bear

to killit.

"The fate of this bill, admitted to be

a meritorious one, illustrates what may
be accomplished through party preju-
dice. Breidenthal is a populist, and

when the great necessity for a better

banking law was presented to republi-
cans argument went for nothing. The

author of the bill was a "Pop” and was

holding a valuable office by virtue of

the law and of his own peculiar fitness

for its duties, which republicans want-

ed as a part of the spoils of victory, and

by raising that prejudice members were

easily persuaded to permit no legisla-
tion of that kind. Often since in the

disgraceful bank failures which have

occurred throughout the state, the ne-

cessity for such a law as Breidenthal

proposed has been realized, but proba-

bly it has never once occurred to the

victims that party prejudice was re-

sponsible for their losses.”

Whenever any reform is secured it

willcome through the effort of populists

and as the victims of old thieving

methods multiply voters will be added

to our ranks.

The Star may not again dare to touch

this question of securing depositors,

but the man who penned that editorial

willcontinue to think after he has been

silenced by the power behind the throne

which never fails to look after these

matters.

The victims of the banks, which go

down owing depositors twenty-five mil-

lion dollars a year, will some day get

their eyes open to the true solution of

a very simple problem.

The banker who cannot secure de-

positors should not be allowed to run

a business that deceives the people.—

Chicago Express.

An absurd rumor was published by

the daily press about President Cleve-

land being assassinated. Only good

presidents have ever been assassinated

In this country. If Grover had been as

devoted a friend of the people as he has

been a tool of trusts and corporations,
the money power would have had him

assassinated long ago.

A fine, new house for sale on

corner of Ceader and Scott
streets—44x26—s rooms and

closets, 3 poarches, summer

kitchen, wash house, well and

cistern. This property will be
sold at a bargain as the owner

leaves city. Call at this office
for further information.

REVIVO
TSTBST 1 restores

Man

lSthVy.mfflß ofMe#
THE GREAT 30th bay.

FRENCH REMEDY,
Produces the above results in 30 DAYS. It acts

powerfully and quickly. Cures when all bthers
fail. Young men and old men willrecover theii

youthful vigor by using REVP'O. It quickly
and surely restores from effects of self-abuse or

excess and indiscretions Lost Manhood, Lost

Vitality, Impotency, Nightly Emissions, Los*

Power of either sex, Failing Memory, Wastinp
Diseases, Insomnia, Nervousness, which unfits

one for study, business or marriage. It not only
cures by starting at the seat of disease, but is a

Great Nerve Tonic and Blood-Builder
and restores both vitality and strength to the
muscular and nervous system, bringing bacs

ihe pink glow to pale cheeks and restoring the
lire of youth. It wards off Insanity and Con

iumption. Accept no substitute. Insist on hav

:ng REVIVO, no other. It can be carried in vefi

pocket. By mail, SI.OO per package, in plan,
wrapper, or six for $3.00, with a positive writ-

ten guarantee to cure or refund the money ii

-’verypackage. For iree circular address

¦iOYAL MEDICINE C0„ CHICAGO, ILI

©Thurston’s
PILLS

Anperfect health Jewels, nev-

er known to distress bat infal-

lible to nUeva. When every-

thing else baa failed to brine

yon relief for headache, bil-

fonsness, stomach and liver
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For sale m Rensselaer by Frank B. Meyer.

“We are Advertised

By our Loving Friends.”

We heartily agree with the idea in the above sentence.

Since we've been in business, we can see

more clearly the truth as laid
¦ .r-, ¦

down in it.

Indeed, much of our success can be attributed to these

same frieds, and then back of it all

PRICES ANDsss—-

—^^OUALITY.

Put our friends “Good Words” and “Prices and

Quality” Together,

WHO CAN BEAT IT ?

FRANK MALOY.
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| gOUTH SIDE

"^GROCERY.

| Warner & Collins,
I Three doors south of McCoy’s hank, Rensselaer,

j REMEMBER OUR STORE when

j you want GOOD BARGAINS

i in anything in the grocery line. We carry

j the best goods on the market, and prices
| are as low as the lowest.

I HIGHEST PRICE AID FOR

BUTTER AND EGGS.

i CHAMPION and Reapers.

§ Binders, Mowers nI
and Reapers. DUviVC T ELm

j and other Farming Implements.

| Buggies, Surries,^^^
'-

~

*

I —Farm Wagons.
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These good people are In need of one of Warner & Hons’ stoves to keep them

from freezing.

N. WftRNeR 8 SONS.
RENSSELAER, IND.

STAVES.
This season finds us enabled to offer some great

improvements in stove mechanism. The inventors

have not only been very busy but they have been

veiy successful and the result is a number of ex-

cellent new candidates for public favor, and a sub-

stantial improvement in the merits of the older

makes. Prices are even lower than before.

Moore’s Air-Tight Heater
Is one of the new marvels. It takes of the base burner

at a much less cost. Burns less coal, is more easily
handled, responds quickly to attention, and is equally
as handsome as the high priced stoves.

•
•

Forty Kinds to Select From.
We have the the largest variety of stoves carried

in this part of Indiana, and can sell a good heater at

from $5.50 up.

HEAT THAT BED ROOM

with one of our $5 hard coal burners that will keep fire

all night with a hat full of coal.

fill
And these chaps are freezing because they can’t stay in house with those

roaring furnaces.
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