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the harvest homes, the choir
practices, the installations, have
so engraven themselves that the
lapse of years will not eradicate

All hail to the old church; all
hail to its bell and pulpit; and
the fact that it is supplanted by
a grander edifice does not de-
tract one whit from our honor
and reverence for the old build-
ing. Tt is but one way which
God has provided that His cause
goes marching on that we should
pull down our old church and|
build a grander, larger one.

The church began to build up
in 1886 and is now on a fair foot- |

ing, spiritually and financially. |

There is to some extent a feel-|

ing of buoyancy within us at]
. 1

the thought of the new church |

building.

“There is a reason for this.
All religion all science, all wis- |
dom of history, and all noble]

|

present energies are centered
upon the future, not upon the
past. Piety, patriotism, and
progress are not so much con- |
cerned about the ‘From whence’ i
as with the ‘Whereanto’ of the|

WHY I AM A PRESBYTERIAN.
BY REY. E. B. NEWCOMB, LA PORTE. IND.

Being asked to state my rea-
sons for being a Presbyterian,
I try to do it briefly and clearly.

First of all, I am a Presbyterian
because I am a Christian. I
have accepted Jesus Christ as
my personal Savior, with an in-

tellectual assent to and a heart|

trust in his teachings. My Chris-
tian faith comes first and
my Presbyterianism afterwards.
One cannot be a good Presby-
terian who is not
Christian. My love for Jesus
Christ is superior to my adher-
ence to wny branch of his visible
churcn.

Next, I am a Presbyterian be-

| cause I was born that way. Early

environment has a great deal to
do with shaping our later con-
My father was a rul-
ing elder in this church; I was
accustomed to attend it from
childhood; all my dearest associ-
ations were with it. Therefore,
[ came to know Jesus Christ as
my Savior and my Master and]
desiring to be connected with |
people of similar experience, it

nections.

first' a good!

Rensselaer Public Schools.

-

History of Rensselaer’s Schools. | metic, and to conjugate the verb to love”
in grammar, and the pupils could often give

BY MISS GRACE VANATTA.

world and the }w()])‘n‘ thereof.” | was most natural that I should .\](‘Th(‘ writer is greatly indebted to Messrs,

Nature repeats, and progress |
is a perpe.nal pioneer. Onward
and upward are her imperative
commands, and have been from
the day when man' turned the
barred gates of Kden, until he|
shall come again redeemed and|
rejoicing through the wide open |
the Kternal City.
new church
we will be|
modern

WS, S TOWers,

gates of

We welcome the
with
proud of it,
pulpit, wit
veniences, aud IS
pipe orgau, (for we doubt not
we wili have cne). We will be
proud to show it to our friends
the present
will prove a

opell arimsg
] seats,
con-

magnificent

1S

¢

as the ofispring ot

generation, and it

blessing to the town and county.

sociations.

[ that

enter the church of my early as-
But this was not a|
reason. Circum- |

determining

| stances had thrown me into fre-

other |

quent association with
1()\'-\

churches and friends who
ingly adhered to them and 1|

could have been much athome in |

lalmost any of the evangelical de- |

were fea-|

nominations. There
tures of Presbyterianism which |
attracted me in that direction |
controllingly.

[ am a Presbyterian because
I believe the bible to be the
Word of God. As a denomina-
tion our church has stated that
doctrine with particular defin-
We do not believe only
bible contains God’s

iteness.

the

[word to be sifted and sorted out

William Greenfield.

William Greenfield, familiarly
kpown as *Uncle Billy.” was
born in Chester county, Penn.,
in 1829, Ouoe year later his par-
ents moved to Muskingum coun-
ty, Ohio He moved to this coun-
ty in 1851, and was married the
same yezr. He resided on a farm
about four mi'es north of Rens-
selaer and at that time his near-
est neizhbor was three miles
away. The country north of
Rensselaer was then open and
there were not more than two
dozen houses in the entire town.
In 1892 Mr. Greenfield moved to
Rensselaer, where he has resided
ever since, honored and respect-
ed by all who know him. In
April, 1838, he was elected town-
ship trustee, in which office he
faithfully served until August,
1895.

Nothing iike cash. N. S.
Bates pays cash for poultry, eggs
and game in season; at the old
stand on F'ront street.

The ladies of the Presbyterian
church are very busy preparing
for their Bazaar, to take place in
December, where they will have
achoice variety of handsome art-
icles, suitable for Xmas.

People should be careful about
patronizing traveling spectacle
peddlers. Patronize those home
dealers who will - deal honestly
with you.

Ferguson, Wilson & Co.—for
legal advice, 3d door south of
McCoy’s bank.

Mrs. Lecklider will give a
present of merchandise of 25c
actual value with every %3 hator
over.

O not forget that C.
W. Rhoades has a
well furnished 3-
chair barber shop on
Liberal Corner.

P. W. Clarke, the jeweler, will
occupy the east room in Eger's
new block with his fine new line
of jewelery, watches, clocks and-
silverware. :

Mrs. J. R. Wileox of Surrey
has purchased for her daughter

limmediately

according to individual prefer
ence, but thatit is God's word,
inspired by him
and in its integrity and entirety;
““the only infallible rule of faith

land practice”.

I am a Presbyterian because 1
believe in a definitecreed. When
a man says tome, *The bible is
my only creed.” he seems to me
to be talking nonsense. There
are—who knows how many?—
churches calling themselves
Christian going to the bible as
the basis of their existence.draw-
ing their teachings from it, yet
differing as widely as the poles
in their preaching and customs.

All say *‘The bible is my
creed”. Your creed is what you

believe — *‘Crede,” 1 Dbelieve.
Presbyterianism  stands for
some definite  conceptions

and conclusions as to what the
bible teaches. It holds to many
conclusions common to all evan-
gelicalism. The theology which
it preaches is called Calvanistic,
or Augustinian, or Pauline.
Even this is common to some
other churches. Baptists, ortho-
dox Congregationalists, Dutch
Reformed and other churches
preach this line of doctrine, and
some of them have adopted the
same standards as ourselves, the
Westminister confession of faith
and the catechism formed upon
it. A Presbyterian is one who,
doctrinally, believes that these
standards most consistently and
logically embody the teachings
of the bible concerning God and
man and their mutual relations.
This Pauline theology places
God on the throne of the uni-
verse, sovereign, supreme, rul-
ing according to the counsel of
his own will. It makes salvation
all of grace, an infinite mercy to
lost men, utterly helpless in
themselves. It abases (not de-
bases) men in sin and glorifies
them in Christ. God saves them
not because they deserve it but
because he desires it. We be-
lieve definite things concerning
the plan of salvation, in its ori-
gin and its purpose. To say that
a man is a Presbyterian preach-
er locates him, doctrinally, with
a definiteness not always known
in other churches. :
Iam a Presbyterian because I
believe in its spirit of charity. It
is open-hearted to every Chris-
tian, by whatever name he calls
himself. It has no taint of ex-
clusiveness on its garments. It
unchurches no true Christian;
and unfrocks no minister of Je-
sus Christ, whether ordained by
its authority or that of another
body than the presbytery. It
has no stricter rule for fellow-
ship than that of faith in Jesus
Christ. It does not demand any
shibboleth at the pulpitsteps, at
the baptismal place, at the com-
munion table. Its hearty utter-
ance is, ‘“‘We beall brethren, and
one is our Master, even Jesus
Christ.” Presbyterians are not
only open-hearted, but open-
hauded, peculiarly sympathetic
and generous to non-denomina-
tional agencies which are seek-

a fine Estey piggé' of C." B.

.

ing to do good in the world.

. Spitler, S P. Thompson and K. L. Clark
for the history of the early period.)

One of the most important factors in the
developement of society is the public school.
Indiana enjoys the distinetion of having one

of the best school in the
States, partly due. no doubt, to the fact
that sh»
the “Northwest Territory” for whichspecial
legislation of the general
which

systems

government was
laid
the school

enacted in 1785, an excellent

foundation for system of

United |

a better physical
than intellectual.

In 1862 Mr. 8. PP. Thompson took charge of
of the schools of the town. There were then
School was held in a build-
ing which stood on the corner of Van Rensse-
laer and Washington streets where Ellis &

exemplification of this,

three teachers,

| Murray’s store now stands.

is a portion of what was odiginally |

i

i County road
{ This was afterwards enlarged
the |

states which later evolved from that terri- |

tory.

hind the general sentiment of the state. in
regard to educational matters, and
before the State could aid them they had
begun che solution of this great problem for
They built log school houses
and maintained subscription schools. Neich

themselves.

cabin, and the patrons paid the expense of
the teacher's salary in proportion to the
number of pupils sent from a famiiy.

In 1841 G. W, Spitler taught the first school
in Rensselacr,in the second story
rant now stands The next
taught, in u log house which stood immedi-
ately south of Chas. D,
by an old Blakey. The next

school was held in & one story log building

school was

man named

Vanatta's store now stands. The youthful
pioneers next “got their learnin® in the low-
er story of the old log court house which
stood about where Mr. Seib now lives, euast
of the court house square.

A man by the name of Rowley taught one
winter and was forced to resign his position
on account of cruel and inhuman treatment
of his pupils. Many sehools were held in the
present court house. Perhaps the most no-
table teacher here was tho first woman teach-
gr, Miss Sarah Sexton, a sister of the great
woman preacher, Miss Lydia Sexton, who re-
cently died in Kanas., Mr. William Strickler
was perhaps the most highly educated and
cultured muan who taught in our village in
the early days. School was held one winter
in a log house directly west of Joseph F.
LIiff's livery stable. One winter the seekers
for knowledge went toschool at “Peck town”
there being no school at Rensselaer.  *Peck
Town” was a thriving young village \\'l‘li('ll
for some time threatened to out-strip Rens-
selaer. It was situated on the Indian trail
leading down the river, just east of Peacock’s
spring where Peck and Bingham owned a
large and flourishing grist mill.

The high waters washed away the milldam,
the mill went to decay and now “*Peck Town”
is a membry of the past. The punishments
meted eout to disobedient scholars of that
day were ludicrous, painful and varied. The
pupil was compelled to stand on his left foot
and right fore finger, or if a boy, tosit be-
tween two pretty girls. If a girl, to sit be-
tween two homely boys. Sometimes in sum-
mer time one was suspended in the chimney,
allowing the feet to rest on the hearth stone,
and occasionally turning him around as if
curing meat. When all other remedies failed
the switch was used unsparingly and with
ferocious intent.

The braches taught consisted mainly of
the 3 R's “Readin” *Writin” Rithmetic”.
The teacher was able generally to advance
the pupils to the single rule of three in Arith-

tconsisted of
The pioneers of Jasper county were not be- | -

long |

The first school house in the town was
buaile in 1863, of Front and
and consisted of three rooms.
to five rooms.
When Mre. Thompson entered the schools he
found that in the eyes of his pupils education
“Spellin?  and  ‘Ciphering.”
ach dupii had beon in the habit of follow-
ing his own’' bent. *¢iphering”
the and “ciphered

on the corner

If one 13ked

he began at beginning

| through' znd the same with regard to *spell-

in.”"  His vpupils numbered about 110, 1864-
Mr. Thomipson was Superintendent who was

[followed by Mr.G. W, Fitzgerald.

borhoods worked together and putup the |

of u log

cabin which stood where G.W., Gotl’s restau- |

In 1567 F. A.

schools as superintendent,

of the
I. M. Stackhouse
Board of Trustee.
The duration of his term was months.
W. H. Martin, Miss Ella Spangle. Miss Lydia
Dwiggins were his assistants.

Robinson took charge

being president of the

nve

Mr.Stephen Yeomannextswayed the scep-

| ter. probably a hickory one. for a period of
| six months. Mr. G, W. Smith followed in 1369,

Nowels residence, |

and stood on the old raée bank, whore J. K. |

In I870 Mr. C

dent, two of

. W. Poole wis the superinten-
his assistants who will be well
remembered were Miss Mattie Parkinson, and
From 1871 to 1875 Captain
J. A, Burnham superintended the schools,
which then had five departments.  From
INT5 to I883 the superintendency changed
hands each year. being in charge of Messrs.,
G. Adams, Chas A. Edmunds, G.W. Allen,
W. De M. Hooper and €. P. Mitchell. The
first students who were graduated, were a
class of eleven in 1880,

During 1883 and 1884 Mr. P. H. Kirsch was
superintendent. Our first brick building was
erected during his service, a building of eight
rooms. The highschool also received its com-
mission while under the superintendency of
Mr. Kirsch. Ours was the 12th high school in
the state to receive a commission,which is re-
markable, considering that the popalation of
the town was then but 1000 inhabitants.

From 1885 to 90 superintendent . W. Reu-
belt had charge of the temple of learning.

In 1891 Mr. Howard L. Wilson controlled the
schools. 1n 1802 our brick school building
was erected, which is an eight roomed edifice
with modern conveniences, as well as being a
handsome building.

From 1892 to 1895 Mr, E. W. Bohannon occu-
pied the position ef superintendent.

We are just beginning a promising year's
work under Mr, W. II. Sanders with a corps
of fourteen teachers, to assist him. The en-
rollment is now over 500 pupils, and if the in-
crease continue as it has been, (that is 10 per
cent per annum since 1882,)it will render nec-
essary another large building in the near fu-
ture. The hign school alumni now number
103 most of whom are making a success in the
struggle called* Life,”’ which success is large-
ly due to training received in this institution.

The citizens of Rensselaer may justly be
proud of their schools, aud should give them
their support and encouragement. It is of-
te n said that the increase in the population
and prosperity of our town since 1882 is ow-
ing to the improved educationt] facilities.

L]

Miss Kate Reeve.

They are sometimes, indeed,
called ‘God’s silly peeple” be-
cause of this genercsity outside
of denominational lines, while
the work of their own church
agencies may need larger sup-
port. But better this fault than
that of selfish exclusiveness.

I am a Presbyterian because I
believe in its simple require-
ments for membership. This
church is commonly accused of
being most strict and difficult in
this manner. It is really most
liberal. Itdemands simply faith
in Jesus Christ, credible evid-
ence of the genuineness of that

faith,and honest purpose todo the

will of Christ. It requires no
assent to a long creed statement.
No applicant is ever asked to
subscribe to the standards of
the church, the confession of
faith and catechism. He is
expected to have faith in Jesus
Christ, a helpless sinner in a di-
vine Savior and endeavor te lov-
Ingly and loyally serve him in all
things. Lacking these things,
he has no place in any Christian
church. Having these, and only
these, the doors of the Presby-
terian church swing at his touch
to let him in. Only those or-
dained to official station must

subscribe to the standard.

I am a Presbyteirian because I
believe in its system of govern-
ment. Itis neither autocratic on
the one hand, as churches that
are governed by pope or prelates
or bishops; nor entirely demo-
cratic on the other hand,” as
churches that are independent
of each other and only bound to-
gether by the loose tie of a vol-
untary association. The form
of government of the Presby-
terian church and the constitu-
tion of the United States have
great similarity. Each provides
for arepublican system, avoiding
centralized power and dissipated
reponsibility, equally. Presby-
terianism is a government nei-
ther by an autocrat nor a mass
meeting, but by representatives
of the people. Ministers have
equal authority and every church
has representation. One-man
power is prevented and the pro-
tection of the humblest in his
rights is assured. There seems
to be a peculiar affinity between
the theology of Presbyterianism
and this form of government.
Prudent bhistorians have not been
slow to testify that the civil lib-
erties of this and other lands,
notably England, are largely
the fruit of Calvinistic theology.

Carlyle has said: ‘‘Protestant-
ism was a revolt against spiritu-
al sovereignties, popes and much
else. Presbyterianism carried
out the revolt against earthly
sovereignties”. Prof. John Fiske
of Harvard University says: *It
would be hard to overrate the
debt of civil liberty which man-
kind owe to Calvinism. It left
the individual man alone in the
presence of God. [t was a re-!
ligion fitto inspire men who

MORDECAI F. CHILCOTE,

ATTORNEY ATT. AN, |

Rensselaer, Ind.

Attends to all business in the pt:bfesdm
with promptness and dispatch. Office in sec-
ond storv of the Makeever building,

New MeatMarket

CREVISTON BROS.

RENSSELAER, INDIANA.

Shop located opposite the public uare.
Everything fresh and clean. Fresh and salt
meats, game, poultry.etc. Please give us a
call and we will guarantee to give you satis-
faction. Remember the place.” Highest
market price paid for hides and tallow. :

Alfred MeCoy, Pres. T. J. McCoy, Cash.

A, R, Hopkins, Assistant Cashier.

A.McCOY & CO’'S BANK
RENSSELAER, IND.

The Oldest Bank in Jasper County.
ESTABLISHED 1854.

Transacts a general banking business, buys

notes and loans money on long or short time *

on personal or real estate security. Fair
and liberal treatment is promised to all. In-

terest paid on time deposits. Foreign ex-

were to be called on to fight for
freedom, whether in the marshes
of the Netherlands or onthe
moors of Scotland”’; and its S\S‘
tem of government, he says,
“‘constitutes one of the most ef-
fective schools that ever exist-
ed for training men for local
self-government”. Froude's fa-
mous passage may also be quot-
ed: “When patriotism has cov-
ered its face and human courage
has broken down; when intellect
has yielded, content to philoso-
phize in the closet, and abroad
to worship with the vulgar; when
emotion and sentiment and ten-
der imaginative piety have
dreamed themselves into forget-
fulness that there is any differ-
ence between lies and truth, the
‘slavish’ form of belief called
Calvanism, has borne ever an in-
fiexible front to illusion and
mendacity, and has preferred to
be ground to powder like flint,
rather than bend before violence
or melt under enervating tempta-
tions”.

These are some of the reasons
why I am a Presbyterian.

CALL ON &
YATES & HEMPHILL,

For bargains in
Staple and Fancy Groceries
FRUITS, VEGETABLES, ETC,
Rensselaer, - Indiana.

R. WHITE & SON, of
Wilmington, Ills., have pur-
chased the livery property
of Mr. Frank Iliff, and will
open a first-class barn the
first of April, 1896. Spe-
cial attention will be given
to family boarders, and a
share of the public patron-
age is respectively solicited.

change bought and sold. Your patronage is
(=3

solicited. Patrons having valuable papers

m: v deposit them for safe keeping.
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A.L. BERKLEY, M. D-
Physicitan and Surdeon.

Diseases of Women and Chifdren a Specialty,

Unusual facilities for Surgicial
Operations.

CFFICE IN LEOPOLD'S ARCADE BUILDING.

RENSSELAER IND.

J. F. WARREN. J. F. IRWIN.

WARREN & [RWIN,

Rea.l' Estate.
Abstract and
Collection Office.

Farm Loans a Specialty. In-
terest 6 per cent. Partial Pay-

ments. Commission reasonable.

Fire Insurance—Town prop-
erty; farm property.

Office in Odd Fellows' Temple.

APDIOIN IV ISP IV IO Y
INVITATION! '

Cheap Ca

RENSSELAER,

mammoth stock of .

(9209920202020 19202010202:0702019201020
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C. D. NOWELS, Prop’.

Respectfully requests yourself and your friends
to call at your very earliest convenience and ex-
amine goods and get prices on everything in his

DRY GOODS, BOOTS AND SHOES, CLOTHING, LA-
DIES’ AND CHILDREN'S CLOAKS, LADIES’
GENTS’ FURNISHINGS, ETC., ETC.

Every department complete.

goods the best to be found in any house in town.

sh Store!
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Prices the lowest;




