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The learning of a language'
with the learning of a language |
with the least waste of time and

energy is one of the long sought
sfor attainments which rs scarce- j
ly ever attained. The wise per-;
b >as of this department of teach-

i>g naturally divide theinselves

into two classes'. First, those

who believe that a language is

to be mastered by the commit-

ting of declensions and rules of

grammar: second, those who be-

lieve that language is natural

aid must be learned in the “na-

tural method,” by conversations,

reading easy texts with suffic-

i nt reference to grammar as to

1 familiarize the student with

the constructions which are most

u ed. Since my experience
with the German and French

language I decidedly w’ant to be

classed with the second school.

Milton, I believe, was in a meas-

ure correct when he said that

all the necessary grammar for

t ie learning of Latin could he

placed on twelve pages. This

was the testimony of a man who

-’learned the Latin to use, and

who came very near locking up

that great epic, “Paradise Lost,”

in the intracacies of that tongue.

1 believe the way language is

taught in America, as a rule, is

pedagogic murder. I taught
Latin "while in the High School

by the usual old, iron-clad rule,

by use of declensions that should

never have been learned, and by

making hair-breadth distinc-

> t i ms in the Ablative, Datiol and

Subjunctive, which have no

>place in the first stages of the

learning of any language. 1

did this under protest at the

t me, but since it was a require-
ment for entrance to the various

Universities I felt the responsi-
bility to r&s.t on other shoulders.

But ifI am ever called upon foi

my opinion in language teaching
1 will advise reading—starting
with the easiest texts and read-

ying for quantity, and when pro-

ficiency and familiarity are at-

tained by the pupil, the atten-

tion to const •action can be more

closely watched. Another great
mistake we make is by translat-

ing from the original into Eng-
lish. This is the method em

ployed in leaching German and

French in our Universites as a

r ile. I believe that a language
should be commenced early and

'it will so cohsciensciously grow

on the child that it will latei

Ji ive none of those difficulties tc

0 'ercome if he attempt it then.

It is surprising how many

Germans know something of the

English. Especially is this true

of the young ladies because they
attend the ladies’ high schoo.

more than did their mothers.

We will certainly begin the

teaching of French and German

in our high schools before long.
J have no patience with those

who desire to preserve the Ger-

man in America in preference tc

the English, but that is no reas

on why the beauties of the Ger

man and French literature

should be excluded from the

culture of our young men and

women.

When I landed in Germany
I could scarcely buy a railway
ticket, so helpless was I with

the language. I had taken the

treatment according

to the surgical methods then ir.

vogue. I had long felt that

someone had taken my time for

about the only thing I remem-

bered was the difficulties of tin

grammatical rules where the

exceptions to the rule were

more by far than the case 1

which applied. I determined I

should try the “natural method.”

I improved every opportunity tc

talk the language and was for-

tunate enough to make the ac-

quaintance of some young men

who were kind and patient to

the degree of Job. I will always
have a kindly feeling *for them

for the temporary martyrdom

which they suffered. I also

found a translation of “Evange-
line,” and “Hiawatha,” and with

my knowledge of the originals I

could read them with little re-

ference to the dictionary. And

here I -want to say that it is

pure nonsense to look up every

word of which you do not know

the meaning. The idea in the

sentence is what you want and

not the meaning of individual

words. I began by reading the

German and persistently deny-
ing myself the habit of transla-

tion. It was slow at first and

often would read a sentence two

or three times before the mean-

ing was clear. I thought Iwould

never learn it, but each week

found me reading a larger quan-
tity and much more easily. In

the two months at Jena I read

only one book which could be at

all considered scientific litera-

ture, and that was a history of

the German people used in the

schools, but I read German

classics in the form of shorter

poems and novels, so at the end

of the two months when I en-

tered the University I under-

stood the lectures from the be-

ginning, thus getting in this

short time through ear, eye and

reading, a better knowledge of

the language through the “na-

tural method” than Iwould have

attained in a much longer per-
iod through the Grammar and

construction method. It is be-

coming, in America, quite pop-

ular, and it is quite sensible,

too, to have German governes-

ses, or where the family is

small and work light to require
a certain part of their time in

household duties and in attend-

ing on the tl e children, and in

this way the children acquire a

knowledge of German in the

most rational and natural meth-

od. They learn to think in it

and by the time most persons

would think of beginning to

study they would have the

power of expressing in German,

which is the very thing they
will never, as a rule, acquire in

the schools.

I have referred above in a

general way about the study of

language as a product of my

own experiences in that field

with the perfect knowledge that

others are capable of having
other experiences which may

appeal as strongly to them. I

desire now to pass from this

general consideration to a more

minute examination of the Ger-

man. In the first place, lam

fully convinced that of all the

great modern languages German

is the most difficult to master.

The language is constructed so

tecnically you will be sailing

along smoothly and begin to be-

lieve that no more turbulent

storms w’illbeset you when sud-

denly the appearance of a “wee

small” word will change your

situation into a sea of confusion.

It will lash the sentence around

and make it turn double back

sommersaults; it will chase the

verb away down the end of the

sentence to wait till you come

along, or compel it to be so

havghty as to appear boldly be-

fore its subject by whose right
it exists. Then the “die,” “der”

and “das,” which accompanies

every German noun as a sort of

a chaperon in about the Same

relation and as autocratically as

the mother accompanies her

daughters in Germany. It is

pretty generally known, espec-
ially by those who try to study
the language that “die.” der”

and “das” have something to do

with the gender, but the Ger-

man hiniSeix floes not know why
the gender of his Fouls are de-

termined as they are. So nt>

has tacked on these little ap-
pendages as a sort of a badge in

order to distinguish to which

order they belong, and they are I

just as jealous and will quarrel!
as quickly, if mixed, as most

churches. We would be led to

think that So small words as

these would be the least troub-

lesome in learning the language
but, sad to say, they are the

mountains yon first must climb

before you can see the promised
beauties of the literature that

lies spread in varied splendor
before you. Some persons have

been known to give up in despair
before they succeeded. It is

necessary to acquire this be-

cause you must know the gender
of the words before you can

make progress in polite society
or even in

your own society,
which should always be extreme-

ly polite. It is. a rule with us

that inanimate objects are neu-

ter. You want to leave that

rule at home when you come to

Germany as it will surely get

you into trouble. You may be

invited out to “tea” with “beer”

as a strong substitute and for

some unforeseen reason later in

the evening the company will

talk a great deal. Then beware!

for the young ladies will soon

be blushing. In learning a lan-

guage we always talk about

those things we see, and at a

reception or social here, we

are expected to take minute no-

tice of most objects of decora-
tion in the room and say neat,

complimentary things about
them. I never did acquire the

degree of a past-master in flat-

tery, and so when a young lady
or gentleman would say this or

that was “schoen” or “reizend,”
Iwould respond with a flat, in-

coherent “ja”or a half-suppres-
sed “ebon” for I knew I was

expected to launch out and say
“bei uns.” It was not so beauti-

ful and my conscience, kept me

from perverting, even for the

sake of flattery in a land where

flattery is worth 125 per cent, at

all -seasons of the year. But

the most important reason why
silence is valor is the fear of

mistakes in the language. You

are talking to a young lady and

you speak of the stove, which

in a German home has much the

appearance of a monument, and

gives off about as much heat,
and you use “die” with it and

then, often the good old Eng-
lish fashion dub it with an “it”

and she blushingly says it is not

feminine but masculine and we

must refer to “it”with a “him.”

When you are seated at the ta-

ble you touch and taste every-
thing with the greatest of care

and respect because you do not

know whether it is going to be

an “it” a “him” or a “her.”

They are sitting and standing
and lying on the table and you

cannot tell when you are tasting

a “die,” “der” or “das.” You

have occasion later in the even-

ing to address one of the young
ladies and you must do this, if
done properly and with great

respect, as “das gnaedige Fraeu-

lien,” which in English would be

“my gracious or fair lady,” but
it is used with less reserve in

Germany than in America, and

does not imply the same rela-

tions between the parties. The

beginner is very liable to say

only “Fraeulein,” which is very
bad, indeed, and sounds to the

German very much like speak-
ing of “bub” and “sis” with us,
and is only used by a superior in

social standing to an inferior.

You are very likely to address

her as the “die gnaedige Fraeu-

leifi”whea the most bewildering

blush spreads over her face in

convulsive waves and you realize

that you have done or said some-

thing very wrong, You wish

you had brought your dictionary
with you and would excuse your-

self long enough to chase down

that word and see whether

“die.” “der” or “das” was its

chaperon. You reason this I
way, you know that “die” is

feminine and that “Fraeulein'’

should certainly be because it

pgfers to a young lady. When

you aTTIvd at your room you

seek relief in the pages of a

dictionary and find to your con-

sternation that the young lady
under such conditions is neuter.

This is certainly mis-print and

you begin to search for other

words referring to woman and

amazement is multiplied. When

she is simply a “child” or “do

kind” it is neuter. It increases

in years and still is a “das Maed-

chen” or neuter; after the age

of 16 or a little before, she be-

comes interchangeably feminine

or neuter, as “das Fraeulein” or

“dieTochter” or “die Dame,”

and when married her place is

fixed and settled in the realm of

household duties as “die Frau”

with absolute power to do ev-

erything which will add to the

comfort of her lord, even 10

furnishing him with “beer

money,” which in some German

states is compelled by law, but

her powers as “mistress” ate

few and far between. Her fate

is fixed.

Election Law.

In order to vote the state,

county and township tickets,

the voter will bo required to

vote three different ballets. Tho

candidate who desires his name

to appear twice on the ballot

will be required to secure the

nomination of two political par-
ties. The president and secre-

tary of tho convention which

nominates the candidates shall

make out a certificate giving the

names of the persons nominated,
their residence, and the office

for which they are nominated,

and such certificate shall bo

signed by said president and

secretary and acknowledged be-

fore some officer authorized to

take acknowled'.'.ment of deeds.

The names of the candidates

should be spoiled correctly. If

John Wesley Smith is nomin-

ated, bis name should be wrilien

John V7. Smith, not J. W.

Sutil’.), John Smith or Vi'.-sioy
Smith.

The names of those candi-

dates who are nominated 'ey u o

political parties should appear
alike on both tickets.

Tiie certificates of nomination

should be tiled with the clerk of

the county not more than sixty 1,
days nor less than fifteen days!
before the day of election.

Each candidate should see

that his name appears correctly

on the certificate and that the

same is filed in time.

The certificate of the congres-

sional nomination will be re-

quired to be filed with the coun-

ty clerk of each county in the

district. The certificate of the

senatorial and judicial nomina-

tions will be required to be filed

with the county clerks of Benton,
Jasper anJ Newton counties.

The certificate of the represen-
tative nominations will be re-

quired to be filed with the clerks

of Jasper and Newton counties.

The certificates of nominations

for county offices and township
offices of this county will be re-

quired to be filed with the clerk

of Jasper county.

The president and secretary
of all conventions should present
their certificates to some person

who is qualified to determine

I whether the same corn.oiifs with

i the law or not before they ai«

placed on file. rIYe candidates

should see that this is done, I- r

they have the greatest interest

in the matter. If a candidate is

nominated by two parties, two

certilicates of nomination are

required. The candidates for

township trustees should see

that the certificates of township

M Cannot be Improved!”

So MRS. F. E. BAKER,
of Galveston, Tex.,

—says of—

Ayer’s Hair Vigor
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ntes to the use of Ajrei'e Hair Vigor. It § j
thickens the growth of the hair ami O’

restores gray hair to its original color.

I cannot see how this preparation cod I <>i
be improved.”—Mrs. F. E. Bakes, Gal- o|
verton, Texas. ®;
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DR. J. C. AYER & CO., LOWELL, MASS.
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Blacksmith and

Wood Repair Shop.
M. L. HEMPHILL wants your trade. He is prepared
to do all kinds of Blacksmithing and Wood Repairing in
a workmanlike manner and at reasonable prices. °He
keeps two expert horse shoers employed constantly
and makes a specialty of this branch of the business
ALL WORK GUARANTEED.

M.L,-. Hemphill, sUble?°
rtO brlck *

Brick and Tile

JOHN KOHLER, Prop’r.
New machinery of the most improved pattern has been added

and we are prepared to take contracts for brick and tile in any
quantity We make tile in all sizes from 3 to 12 inch, and will

compete in prices with any kiln in the country Call for prices.
Yard located one mile west of RensaelMv.
Free dehvefy uuy pluce in town.

JOHN KOHLER.

nominations are prepared in ac-

cordance with the law. The

state central committee will furn-

ish blank certificates of nomina-

tion. Lex.

Headache is the direct result

of Indigestion and-Stomach Dis

orders. Remedy these by using

De Witt's Little Early Risers

and your Headache disappears.
The favorite Little Pill every-

where \ F. . : & Co.

MYSTERIES!

The Nervous System the Seat

of Life and Mind. Recent
Wonderful Discoveries.

No mystery has ever compart'd with that of
humanlife. It has been the lending subject

i of professional research and st udy In all ages.
But notwithstanding this fact Itis not gener- ,

1
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Recent discoveries have demonst rated that

all the organs of tho body are under the con-

trol of the nerve centers, located in or near

the base of the brain, and thutwhen thesearo

deranged the organs which they supply with
nerve fluid are also deranged. Wlien it is re-

membered that a serious injury to t he spinal
cord willcause paralysis of the body below

the injured point., because the nerve force Ls

prevented by the injury from reaching tho

paralyzed portion, it will be understood how
the derangement of the nerve centers will

cause the derangement oft lie various organs
which they supply with nerve force.

! Two-thirds of clironic diseases are due to
the imperfect action of tiie nerve centers at
the base of the brain, not from a derange-
ment primarily originating in tins organ it-
self. The great mistake df physicians In

treating these discuses is that, they treat ibo

organ rather than the nerve centers which

are the cause of the trouble.
Ini. Ji'iiANKt.iN Miles, tho celebrated spe-

cia.list.has profoundly studied tills subjectfor
over 2t> years, and lias made many important
discoveries in connection with It. chief among
them being the facts contained In the above
st itemeiit., and that the ordinary method-, of

treatment are wrong. All headache, dlz.z.t-

nevs, dullness, confusion, pressure, blue ¦,

mania, melancholy, Insanity, epilepsy, St..
Vitus dance, etc., are nervous diseases no

mat ter liow caused. The wonderful success of
Dr Miles' Restorative Nervine is due to I Ito
fact. I hat It is based on the foregoing prlni'lnhi.

Da. Miles' Rkstokative Nervine la sold b<
all druggists on a positive guarantee, or sent

direct by Dii. Miles Medical Co., Elklittri,
Ind., oh receipt of price, fl per bottle, nit
bottles for $5. express prepaid. It ooatalua
Neither opiates nor dangerous drugs.

A satisfied customer is a pe;-
maneut one. Lnai's v. by we

recommend 1)e Wi: • ' ,ii; ¦

Early Risers. TTy imre Cmi

stipi.tion, I»jJii"»n iiini j.i
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New Meat Market
A. C. BL'SHEY, Proprietor.

Shop located opposite the public square.
Everything frosh and clean. Fresh and salt
meats, gaine, poultry,etc. Please give us a
call and we willguarantee to give you satis-
faction, Remember the place.

BUCKLIN'S ARNiCA SALVE.

Th© best salve in the world
for cuts, bruises, sores, ulcers,
salt rheum, fever sores, tetter,

chapped hunps, chilblains, corns

and all skin eruptions, ard posi-
tively cures piles, or no pay re-

quired. It is guaranteed to give
perfect satisfaction, or money
refunded. Price 25 cents per
box. For sale by F. B. Meyer.

DENTAL SURGEON.
RKN.VBELAER. IND.

All who would preserve tllelr natural teetl-
should give him a call, hpecl.il attention
given to rtlllngteeth. lo'ss vitalized air

for pul dess extraction of toe. in C;'.cc over

Laiiueßros.
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CiOPD AGLINTS VAXTiID

For the only Perfect Folding

IRON CLAD CLOTHSS
in i.'w won:.:).

I* has Galv.tnize-’ Iron Post, Storm V ¦

.lings. Compk**'* in every rerpert. I'.nT r

?.r t. Nothing like It or < qual io it <•

World I

the mon cm clothes

Saratoga Springs, N. i.

I). Lohnas, President,

MAM FACTORIES AT

Richford, Vermont nnd Abercorn, Quebec.

Address all communications to

{¦. W. PEABODY,

Mana(/er t
- - Jticiif'or/l, Vt.

Ask Your Grocer lYr ()

| Electric Lights ’
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S Baking Powder |
3 26 Ox. Can 98 Centt, <5

ft 8 O«. Can 18 Cent*. a


