
Correspondence.
ACROSS THE DEEP.

A Student Duel.

HAlle, Germany, Jan. 20, ’94.

In a recent ruling of the

Pilot, I see that one must sign
his name to any communication
that appears in its columns;
This will doubtless affect the
tone of any paper, and many
communications that have re-

cently appeared will likelynot

do so again so long as the pres-
ent ruling is in force. Some-

times one is situated in such a

position that it makes little dif-
ference whether his name is at-
tached or not. Unfortunately
for the readers I am so situated

or else that ruling would cer-

tainly cause me to make room

for more valuable matter than

these rambling letters. A*s it is,
I hope anything that Imay say
will be “footed up

- ’

against me

as distance renders all bodily
harm, at present, impossible;
otherwise I should prefer that
the editor be the responsible
person. So far as responsibili-
ty is concerned I might add that

these letters are written in a

hurry and I have never been

particularly precocious in my
gifts of penmanship as doubt-
less the “devils” have exper-
ienced. And so it happens that

many serious mistakes in spel-
ling, construction of sentences

and quotations are noticed in the

printed page. And if reprinted,
as in one instance, with all the

mistakes, with several others

added, it makes very disagree-
able reading. Besides, the ori-
ginal paper should be acknowl-

edged, as was not done in this
case.

lam not certain that any of

the readers of the Pilot, be-
* sides the German readers, have

heard of the practice of duelling
, between German students or

not. It is the purpose of this
letter to briefly notice the prac-
tice as it exists here, in some of
its phases. As we landed in

Jena, the one thing that im-
pressed us greatly was the num-

ber of persons that we met on

the street with sober, scared

faces. We had heard a great
deal of the custom of duelling
among German students, but
looked upon the matter as rather
a long departed custon, as in
America. But the living hero
of the actual practice is a famil-
iar person on the street and has
a large foollowing among cer-

tain classes of students.

Before noticeing the practice
in particular, a few general con-

siderations are necessary. Duel-
ling is forbiddeu by law. yet if
an army officer should be chal-

lenged, the unwritten code

causes him either to accept the
challenge or resign his position,
which means in disgrace. The

t, Emperor of Germany in a re-

cent speech referred to his

many pleasant experiences in

the “code” while a student at
Bohn. So we have an anomaly
in the ruler of a nation advocat-
ing a custom contrary to good
sense as well as the law of that
nation. No man is free from
challenge in Germany. An in-
teresting instance occurred a

years since in Halle. The pres-
ent professor in Political Econ-

omy, Dr. Conrad, had occasion

to severely criticize a student in

the class room. This the stu-
dent resented and proceeded to

I challenge the professor. The
challenge was, of course, ig-
nored. Americans are usually
free from challenge, I am glad

• to say, because the German has
been lead to believe that they
will choose pistols. This idea
they have gathered from various
sources. But this is not always
true. Last year an American
student from Illinois received a

received a challenge from a

German student, who visited his
room and demanded an accepta-
tion. This the American would

not do and thanked him for his
r kind visit. Not long since a

Kentuck/an acquired considera-
ble of a reputation at the Uni-

versity of Heidelberg in the art.
He had a trick that the German
student could not acquire until

many had tested the steel in his
hands, but his turn came at last
and he carried home with him a

beautiful souvenir of- German
student life, in the form of a

spoiled face.

Every national student body
has its customs so far as Iknow’.

f
These customs in the eyes of the
others are very odd and singular.
The England and American stu-

dents have their foot-ball and

boat races, while the continental
students hare their beer, wine
and duelling, or as they call it,
“Mensuree.” If you tell the

German student that as many as

five students, last year, were

killed in foot-ball in America,
and that as many as 30,000 peo-
ple assemble to witness a single
game, he simply cannot under-

stand it and wonder why we per-
mit such dangerous games and

why the public are so interested,

and if the American student
should see the student body as

at Bohn or" Jena, he would be

simply disgusted that such a

practice as duelling is permitted,
and that persons wouid be such
fools to permit themselves to

be carved id Stieh indescribable

shapes. There are Arguments
to be presented in favor of botli
standpoints as well as against.
As far as real danger is con-

cerned, the German student has

the advantage, for it is a rare

thing for one to be fatally in-

jured. So far as outward ap-
pearances are concerned as esti-
mated in blood the duel is simply
hideous. We will not attempt
to compare the two customs,
both of which, in their present
form, should be abolished.

It is not my intention - to con-

vey the idea that all German

students fight even if challenged.
There exist a great many socie-
ties among the students founded

upon the same plan as college
fraternities in America. Some
of these are founded upon the

express purpose of preserving
the practice of duelling. All

members are compelled to fight,
in some instances as many as

three times and as often as they
desire. There are grades of
fraternities which fight together.
But opposed to these fraternities

there also exist those opposed
to the principle of duelling.
There are also occasional duels
between individuals not belong-
ing to these societies. The so-

cieties are distinguished by col-
ored caps.

Being in a land of duels, I had
the same desire to see one that

a German student would have to

see an American foot-ball game.
It was with considerable interest
that I was informed that the
next morning at 8 o’clock in a

small village near the city of

Haile, a duel or “Mensuree” was

to take place. This out-of-the-

way place was selected in order

to avoid interference by the po-
lice. We rose before it was

fairly light and made our way to

an old inn about two miles dis-
tant. We were early but did

not wait long till students began
to drop in by twos and threes.
Below was a long, large room.

At the only entrance was posted
in German “geshlossene Gesell-
schaft,” which was a warning
that only privileged persons
would be allowed to enter. It
seemed that our efforts would be
without result when we tried to

gain admittance and were told

that we could not enter. In the
meantime different students were

busy in preparing the duellists.

Presently one of the number,
whose face resembled a crazy
quilt, informed us that five Men-
surs were to take place and
told us how to arrange matters

to gain admittance. He informed
us also that we could not see the
first one as one of the men was

troubled with heart disease and

the crowd would excite him. At
the same time there were fifty
or more Verbindung students in

the hall. In the center of the
room was stretched a thick mat-

ress in order to protect the floor

from blood stains. Physicians
were present in order to render
medical aid. Persons wei'e car-

rying to and fro basins of water
and hot toddies to sti’engthen the

contending parties. The per-
sons were dressed in special
garb, heavily padded around the
waist and right arm so as to in-

flict no wound where it could not
be seen. The face is the objec-
tive point and the more hacked
and slashed it is the greater the
honor enjoyed by the possessor.
A winner without a scratch has
no visible sign that he has par-
ticipated in the fight of honor.
The modern gladiators were

lead through our room into the

arena, I suppose, as they
thought, like their brothers of

old, but it seemed to me more

like deluded fools trying ts sus-

tain a barberous past when honor
was expressed in terms of blood
and physical force. I confess

my heart did not move in as bool

and quiet a manner as one could
desire. I had never before been
so near an actual combat for life,
as it seemed to me. The door

was closed and complete quiet
reigned in the room of the duel.
Iwaited attentively for the clash
of swords and presently I heard
what would be, in "English,
equivalent to “Attention!” and

then “Ready!”followed by a tre-

mendous clash of rapiers, as

these were the weapons used.
This process was repeated several

times, when the door opened and

one of the contestants came out

without a scratch, so far as I

could see and I began to think

that the affair was not so serious

as I had been lead to think, but

I ventured to the door in order

to see whAt had become of the

other man when a most hideous

sight met my eyes. He lay on

the floor, while his face was cov-

ered with blood as well as his

clothing, as it had streamed
down before he fell. As a mat-

ter of fact, I suppose, this

seemed more serious than it real-

ly was. He was taken to an ad-

joining room and his wounds

dressed; while the next pair was

being prepared for the contest
which 1 awaited with consider-

able mixed feelings, Iwas not,
certain whether Iwanted to see

the operation performed or not

as I attempted once to witness

an arm amputated, but was not

equal to the occasion. As the

men were led in by their sup-

porters I followed, back in the

rear, crowded into a corner and

took a lean against a chair. I
found that the eyes and throat

were protected but leaving a

good margin for work. The
contestants were placed about
ten feet apart, sitting on the
back of a low chair, while their

right arm, heavily gloved and

padded, rested on the shoulder

of a friend. Two other persons,
also protected, stood at their

sides with rapiers in hand, act-

ing as seconds in the fight.
The rapiers were placed in the.

hands and the men stepped for-

ward and measured weapons,
and them took their respective
places. One of the armed sec-

onds called for “Attention” and

both Weapons were raised in the

air in a position to strike, when

the other second called, in this

case, “Ready”, and the weapons
fell with deadly aim and force.
A half dozen strokes were inter-

changed when the seconds inter-

fered with their swords, and the

face of each was examined, as

well as the weapons. If no

serious wound was inflicted time

was called for the next round,
which was continued until one

contestant was pretty badly
wounded. The “game” contin-

ues until one receives serious

flesh wounds. This may occur

in one round or several. These

two were pretty evenly matched

and fought several rounds.

Both men were punished. One

received a cut clear through his

nose, sidewise, while the fore-

heads of each were bad ly scarred.

There is no question about the

force w
T ith Which they strike,

and'their intent to cut. These

men were taken away and two

more victims were ushered in.

In the meantime Ibegan to grow
more courageous as I had .bad

some experience in killing hogs,
and since parties Were voluntary
victims, it did not seem to be

much more human than a slaugh-
ter house. This was short and

quick, only one round and the

top of one man’s scalp fell to

the floor. This was enough for
me in the duel line. But the

poor fellow took it as a huge
joke as it was done so quickly,
and trotted off laughing. I was

not long in taking my leave, and
on my way to the city met two

policemen on their way to the

scene. The occasion of these

duels occur through imagined in-

sult but more often as a test of

skill. The contestants are not

necessarily enemies. The chal-

lenge is usually made by the

challenger presenting his card
and the challenged returning
his. Seconds are then appointed
who arrange the whole affair.

The challenged have the right
to choose the weapons and have
six weeks in which to practice.
Some very singular wounds oc-

cur in these combats. You often
see a deep and ugly cut across

the entire cheek. I have no-

ticed one or two with the ends
of their noses cut off and grafted
on again. At times ears will be
half clipped off as well as the
lower part of the chin. One

man was cut through the mouth,
opening both cheeks almost to

the ears. But these are excep-
tional cases yet perfectly possi-
ble in every combat.

I have attempted to report
this occasion as a base ball game
would be reported in America.
It is true the aims of the two are

entirely different. Blood and a

scar is the only visible acknowl-

edgement that honor is satisfied.
A foot ball game has not the pri-
mary object of blood, but that
does not deny its presence.
Both are supposed to be games
of skill and doubtless are in their

way. The influence of both as

display of physical force in ques-
tionable form is. in my mind,

demoralizing in the extreme.

Special linen sale, Saturday,
t

March 3rd. Chicago Bargain
Store.

KANKAKEE.

BY INVISIBLE

Mrs. Nancy Gillespie, wife of

Leroy Gillespie, died the 20th

inst., after an illness of about 2

weeks.

Mr. Josiah Lavender and wife

are both sick, but on the mend.

Harry Turner’s girl has been

quite sick, but at last reports

she was gaining slowly.

Last Sunday a company of

young men and boys went to

the Kankakee river for a skate

and while playing on the ice,

near an opening, one of them

fell and slid into the water, but

by help was rescued, but he had

a close call,

The G. A. R. members of

McCune Post 587, had a social
at Comrade Tilly’s on Saturday
night. A jollytime, you bet.

Wanted—Eight or ten men

to represent our well known

house in this state. Our large
and complete stock and various

lines, such as nursery stock,

plants, bulbs, fancy seed pota-
toes, fertilizers, etc., enable us

to pay handsome salaries to even

ordinary salesmen, Wages run

from $75 to <?125 per month and

expenses—according to material

in the man. Apply quick, stat-

ing age. L. L. May- & Co., St.

Paul, Minn. (This house is re-

sponsible.)

Chamberlain’s Cougli Remedy

gives the best satisfaction of

any cough* medicine I handle,

and as a seller leads all other

preparations in this market. I

recommend it because it is the

best medicine I ever handled for

coughs, colds and croup. A. W.

Baldribge, Millersvillo, 111. For

sale by F. B. Meyer Druggist.

Black spuui»ii Jack.

The undersigned have a first-

class Black Spanish Jack, that

will stand the coming season, at

the barn of J. F. Garriott, 7

miles north of Rensselaer.

J. F. Gaiiuiott.

J. W. Williams.

Pupil*.

Parents of children that are

expected to enter school on

Monday, March 5, should remem-

ber that they are to be six years
of age, and have them present

promptly on the first day of the

term. No beginning pupils will

be received after the first week

of the spring term.

W COPYRIGHTS.^
CAN I OBTAIN A PATENT? Fora

prompt, answer and an bonesfc opinion, write to
3HINN «3fc CO., who have had nearly fifty years’
experience Inthe patent business. Conimunira-
tttms strictly confidential. A Ilunilliookof In-
formation concerning Patent* and how to ob-

dn them sent free. Also a catalogue of mechan-
ical and scientific books sent free.

Patents taken through Munn & Co. receive

special notice in the Scientific Amei'icnn, and
thus are brought widely before the public with-
out cost to the Inventor. This splendid paper,
issued weekly, elegant 17 illustrated, has by far the
largest circulation of any scientific work in the
world. Ss.3 a year. Sample conies sont free.

Building Edition, monthly, $2.50 a year. Single
copies, 'iti cents. Every number contains beau-
tiful plates, in colors, and photographs of new
houses, with plans, enabling builders to show the
latest designs and secure contracts. Address

MUf.N & CO., NiiW Youk, 301 UItOAPWAV.

lIJtYONE m ||##m!
\ At the expense of little i
$ money and his spare /yYW j/Fy <!

\ time obtain a fair work- \
{inp* education. \

iSTUOY AT HOME,
THROUGH THX

SPRAGUE UNIVERSITY
OF CORRESPONDENCE INSTRUCTION,

J Compiling the leading correspondence schools ia theworld, jf

SUBJECTS TAUGHT. >

t I RUJ The School of Law prepares pupil* foradmission i
S I All to the bar, by an extended, thorough course. Has?
Y ,"

nJovei x,600 students in every part of the country. J
4 mimililICAN This school teaches journalistic d

\ JUbKNftllom wo,k **f=uc \
5 onnl/ l/CCDiMf* Thisschoolh cor.du. t.d by 1.

S lUUiY'nttrli'lu ore of thc a!,lcit<eii ' h 'rsal S
5 uullt>

book-keeping in Amerka. t
l OtIMT ifft This school teaches si ort-ban *by
If I *31M It H beat system, and from A

9 ginning to thc best expert work. 0

I GHF.EK and IftTlft&SS2SI
jjton to the most advanced v/erk ki the clinic*.

( The above schools teach by the rorreepetr’- J
t en<e> method only, and ree. gulao no rlvm. lu (
t tiltifrespective fields.

———

LOOK HERE!
t» ' »

FOR 1894!

THE PEOPLES PILOT
And

The Chicago Express.
(Henry Vincent’s Paper)

Both papers one year for theremarkably low

price of

$l4O.
Single Subscriptions to the Chicago Ex-

press will be received at Fifty Cents each.

C. W. Harner’s-^
RESTAURANT AND BAKKRY.

Fancy Groceries, Fruit and Confectionery.
Fresh Bread Every Day.

None Better In the Stale.

All orders for fancy Cakes, as for weddings and other occa-

sions, promptly filled and satisfaction guaranteed. Call and seo me.

OPPOSITE DEPOT. REMINGTON, IND.

Kohler Brick and Tile Yard.--*

JOHN KOHLER, Prop’r.
New machinery of the most improved pattern has been added

and we arc prepared to take contracts for brick and tile in any

quantity We make tile in all sizes from 3 to 12 inch, and will

compete in prices with any kiln in the country. Call for prices.
Yard located one mile west or Konsselaer.
Free delivery any place In town.

JOHN KOHLER.

When you arc in need of

JOB PRINTING,- -*
Call at the PILOT OFFICE.

Hllerrs l_ur*£ @alsa’m
Are yon at all Weak-chested or inclined to be Consumptive, with just a touch of

Jnugh now and then ? “Try this Wonderful Medicine.” The Cough and Weakness will

iiaapi-ear as if by magic, aud you willfeel a strength and power never had before.

HAVE YOU A COLD? A Dose at Bedtime will Remove it.

HAVE YOU A COUGH? A Dose will Relieve it.

Bronchitis and Asthma it relieves instantly. The Spasms of Coughing so dreadful in

Whoopi.Cough become less with each dose of medicine. It is an old adage, “To be

’orewarned is to be forearmed.” So let it >e in your cose, who read this, and keep on

sand Aldus’s Los a Balsam. Directi ns accompany each bottle. #

ALLORUG6SSTS AT Wat*, A BOTTLE.

Blacksmith and

I Wood Repair Shop .

M. L. HEMPHILL wants your trade. He is prepa id

to do all kinds of Bfficksmithing and Wood Repairing in.

a workmanlike manner and at reasonable prices. He

keeps two expert horse* sheers employed constantly

and makes a specialty c* *his branch of the business

ALL WORK GUARANTEED.

-m jf -w- —-w- -t * ~1 Brick shop on Front st.,

\M,L/. Hemphill ,


