
ELECTRIC BITTERS.

The publication of “Our Plea”

will be resumed at an early day.
Sickness of the writer has

caused the absence of the article

in our last issues.

It has been charged that Tom

Watson had abandoned the Peo-

ple's party, and gone back to the

Democratic party. This is a

sweet morsel for Republicans to

chew, and Democrats themselves

are tolerably fond of it, so neith-

er of them care to make an ef-

fort to find out the truth. If

they will just glance over a copy
of his paper, the People’s Party
Paper, of Atlanta, Ga., they
will find that instead of his be-

ing a Democrat, he is hitting
the pretended Democratic party
of to-day some of the hardest

knocks of any man living, and

no utterance of his has indicated

that he has any faith whatever
in the style of Democracy preva-
lent to-day.—Union Dispatch.

The complaints of the taxpay-
ers are again heard in the land.

Angry men can be seen every
day stamping the curb stones of

our county tax house, swearing
their taxes are higher than they
were even last year. Gentle-

men. you do not look at this

subject in the proper light.
Aou should be proud of your

county, for she stands near the

head of the list of the high
taxed counties of the state. We
should all be proud of this hon-

or, all be willing to labor, not

only to hold this exalted posi-
tion. but if possible to advance a

little higher in the list. If “a

national debt is a national bless-

ing,
’

if “a mortgage is the sign
of thrift and prosperity.” then

are high taxes an evidence of

good county government.

At one lime Senator Voqrhees
was one of the ablest champions
of the People's rights on the sil-

ver question. ’out the election of

Cleveland in 1884 and his posi-
tive stand against any increased

use of silver, wrought a marked

change in his actions if not in

his thoughts and conversation,
heretofore published in this

journal, throws a vast amount of

light upon Senator Voorhees’ at-

titude on the silver question,
which is of especial value just
now, as indicating what may be

expected of him under similar

circumstances. When Cleve-

land, upon his first election, sent

his pre-inaugural address to

congress in February, 1885, ask-

ing congress to suspend the
further coinage of silver under
the Bland-Allison law, a leading
Democrat of Indiana called on

the senate? in relation to the
matter. He pointed out to the

senator that the president-elect
jpas trampling upon the tradi-

tkmal policy of the Democratic

paijhj' which had always been a

silver party, and gave the sena-

tor to understand that such a de-

parture frpm the party faith
must be antagonized, and that
Senator Voorhees was expected
to head the opposition, and
closed his remarks by asking the
senator what be was going to do
about it. The senator answered
by saying “what can Ido about
it? Here are men who have
Worked for me for years, expect-
ing reward when we got into

power, and now that we are in

power if Iantagonize Mr. Cleve»
land I can get nothing for them,
hence, I ask, what Can I do?”-
Hr. Voorhees being no statesman,'

a mere spoilsman, closed his

mouth and went for the spoils
for his henchmen. Exactly sim-
ilar conditions prevail to-day.
Cleveland has the spoils anc

doesn’t propose to give them out

until the demands of Wall stree'

and the Jew-money power are

complied with, or reasonable as-

surance given that they will be

at the designated time. Dan

and his henchmen are on hand

as usual, hungry and thirsty.
Now what will Voorhees do?

Ah! what did he do before? He

became the obsequious and

truckling spoilsman, and he will

do so again. Ah, we believe he

has already sold himself to the

devil and Wall street, and we

now offer our reasons why we

think so: Ist. In the recon-

struction of the senate commit-

tees, Voorhees was made chair-

man of the committee on finance,

a chairmanship of commanding
influence and one directly affect-

ing Wall street influences. To

control that man is a matter of

the first importance with the

money power -and Mr. Cleve-

and. Now can they doit? 2nd.

Mr. Voorhees is no statesman,
therefore his standing is of no

concern to him. 3rd. He is not

at all reliable in political mat-

ers, for last fall he pledged Mr.

Cleveland to Indiana Democrats

as a free coinage man when he

must have known better. 4th.
Mr. Voorhees is now landing
more and bigger fish than any
other senator. Lastly, Mr.

Cleveland and his Wall street

sackers would not be so lavish

of favors to Daniel without rea-

sonable assurance of the out-

come. So we say to one and all,
and especially to free coinage
Democrats, “keep, your eyes on

Senator Voorhees, for he is the

most slippery eel found in all our

political waters.”

This remedy is becoming so

well known and so popular as to

need no special mention. All
who have used Electric Bitters
sing the same song of praise. A

ourer medicine does not exist
and it is guaranteed to do all

that is claimed. Electric Bit-
ters will cure all diseases of the
Liver and Kidneys, will remove

pimples, boils, salt rheum and
other affections caused by im-

pure blood. Will drive malaria
from the system and prevent as

well as cure all malarial fevers.
For cure of headache, constipa-
tion and indigestion try Electric
Bitters. Entire satisfaction
guaranteed or money refunded.
Price 50c and $1 per bottle at

Meyer's drug store.

Monopoly in Agriculture.

Monopoly being an incident of

our modern industrial life it may
be interesting as well as instruc-
tive to make an inquiry into the

possibility of the fanning class

being capable of entering into a

league for the purpose of con-

trolling production, which we,

in other fields, are pleased to

call monopoly. It is a principle
easily maintained that all capital
intelligently applied tends to make

every business a monopoly, also

one of increasing returns.

The first part of the statement

is self explanatory, but the ex-

pression “increasing returns”

may be a little vague. Follow

closely this illustration: Mr. A.

has a farm which produces 15

bushels per acre of wheat. By
the application of a little more

labor and capital it will produce
20 bushels and continually ap-

plying to the land new capital
and labor he may produce 25
bushels of wheat. By this sim-

ple illustration we have the very
important law known as the “in-

creasing returns.” Expressed,
it is this: That upon a given
field the application of a given
amount of capital and labor will
produce a proportionate return

n crops. But it is apparent to

every farmer that there is a

joint where the land can not be

made to yield much, if any,
more wheat or any other crop,
with all the labor and capital
which could be applied. This
is the “point of diminishing re-

urns.” Let us inquire, then, as

to the statement that all capital
intelligently applied tends to
make agriculture a monopoly
and also a business of increasing
returns.

First, we will direct our atten-

tion to the last part of the state-

ment. Is agriculture a monop-
oly and also a business of in-

creasing or diminishing returns?
Have we in this business, near

or far, when increased capital
will be rewarded with increased

returns? These questions open
up the long mooted controversy
between large and small farming.
The value of each system must

be judged by its ability to re-

ceive capital at increased pro-
duction with decreased cost.

There are strong advocates of

each system from these posi-
tions. Ifwe were to look at na-

tions as a whole we might cite

France as an illustration of the
small farmer and that of England
that of the large holder. So far
as the application. of improved
cultivation, as machinery of a

high order to be applied to large
farms is concerned I think it can

readily be conceded that the
English holder has the advan-
tage over the French. We are

not to consider the social or in-
tellectual effects of the two sys-
tems but only the economical as-

pects. The cost of production
on the large estates in England
has been greatly reduced, if I
have read correctly, while the
French small holder is more

prosperous. These seem oppos-
ing opinions, but not necessarily
from an economical view. If we

notice the tendency in our own

country in this direction we will
be led to the conclusion that

farming on a large scale is fast

gaining ground. Some statistics

on this may not be amiss. Table

showing relation of small and

large farms in 1870-80:

Farms under 100 acres. Increase 10 per cent.
Farms over 100 acres and undersoo, Increase

200 per cent.

Farms over 500 acres and under 1,000, In-
crease 500 per cent.

Farms over 1,000 acres, increase 800 per
cent.

In 1860 Massachusetts, Maine
and Vermont contained 97,723
holders of land of 100 acres; in
1880 73,892 holders of the same

amount. In farms over 100 acres

in this same period there was an

increase of 34,435 in 1880 from
23,412 holders in 1860. Also in
this period there were 64,550
acres held in farms of 500 acres

and upwards in 1860 while in
1880 this had increased to 856,-
000 acres.

The above statistics would in-
dicate that small farming in New
England is on the descendency.
Here is one locality where the
law of diminishing returns affect
farming when capital must be
applied to small holdings. Yet
we are inclined to believe this is
not responsible for the wide-
spread desertion of farms and
their concentration in larger
holdings. Yet the same process
is at work in Canada. The
bonanza farms of the west are

an example of production on a

large scale. As the most note-

worthy of them we may take the
Dalrymple farm. Here it has
been the aim to reduce produc-
tion to the lowest possible scale.
So low that the labor of one

man will represent the produc-
tion on 640 acres for one year.
This has not been as yet reached.
On his wheat field of 100 square
miles 400 men cultivate the

grain, doing a work, which it is
estimated would require 5, (XX)
men in the ordinary way. This
seems overwhelming evidence,
which is only one in many, in

favor of large farms from the
view of production. It is esti-
mated that wheat on these large
farms can be raised at a profit
for 40 cents per bushel, while as

far east as Indiana or Ohio this
could not be done for less than
75 cents. The advantage of
small and large farms as a sys-
tem of production may be stated

best in groups.
Advantages of large farms:
1. Division of labor on alarge

scale.

2. Improved machinery of a

high order can be best used.
3. Machinery and fertilizers

can be bought in large quanti-
ties at better prices.

4. A higher degree of busi-
ness management is assured.

5. Capital in large quantities
can be best employed.

Advantages of small farms:
1. Direct personal supervis-

ion.
2. Large wastes may be more

effectually avoided.
3. Soil may receive a more

thorough cultivation.
If we carefully compare the

advantages of each system given
above we will be led to conclude
that with a given area the cost

of production is less on large
farms in proportion to capital
and labor employed. “Produc-
tion on a large scale is the only
possible production of the fu-
ture.”

Then if we are warranted in
our above conclusion the re-

maining point to be considered
is whether agriculture under a

system of large farming will not

too soon approach the limit of

decreasing returns. As said
above, New England may be
cited as an instance of sectional
decreasing returns. After sus-

taining themselves for many
generations they have at last
succumbed. Great capitaliza-
tion is found on their farms
where the soils for purely farm-

ing purposes have failed to re-

spond to culture then in vogue.
Even the more improved meth-

ods of cultivation must soon find
a limit in the resources of nature
alone. The point of diminishing
returns must be reached some

where in any industry applied
to a given area. The point may
be farther off in manufacturing,
for the reason of concentrated

energy in capital, labor and

management. Because of the

inability to have a high degree
of concentration of capital and
labor in agriculture the point
must be soon reached in this in-

dustry.
Without further discussion we

may refer to our question asked
in the beginning. Is agricul-
ture a business of decreasing or

increasing returns? We are led
from our following discussion to

answer, that under a system of

production on a large scale the
point of diminishing returns is
pushed farther ahead, but the
point is not so far as to warrant

a great application of capital to
a limited area. The extension
of the land is only a lowering of
the ratio already existing be-

tween the native properties of
soil and the amount of capital
and labor used in pi*oduction.

The conclusion is sufficient to
follow that monopoly in agricul-
ture would not we in any way
possible. It has been suggested
that that fact would only
tend to make monopoly possible.
Aside from the conclusion it
may be desirable to set forth
the forces that tend to accelerate
and to retard monopoly in agri-
culture.

Those forces which tend to
make monoply possible in agri-
culture: '

1. Limited geographical area

which makes, through soil and
climate, the production of certain
kinds of farm products. Among
them may be mentioned: mining,
fruit regions of California, Dela-
ware and Michigan, early straw-
berries and melons of the south,
wheat and corn regions of the
Mississippi valley, sugar beet of

Germany and France, tropical
fruits, tobacco and cotton.
These illustrations seem fanci-
ful in the presence of existing
facts. There was such an at-

tempt on the part of a Dutch com-

pany to control the price of nut-

megs. This failed as we would

expect. The Pacific fasUfruit
line is an attempt to manipulate
the market of Chicago and other
eastern cities in the interest of
the fruit growers of California.
It seems to me correct to say
that the region of the Missis-
sippi valley could effectually
control the markets of this
country aijd effect materially
those of Europe if production
could be controlled in this
region.

2. Area of available land re-

quired to support a given center
of population. V7e need, only
refer to the milk supply at large
cities. Also certain non-perish-
able vegetables could y>e held.
Sub-treasury scheme.

3. Specialization in agricul-
tural pursuits. Mining, cream-

eries, gardening, stock raising,
fruit growing and ceria) s. These
lead to greater control because
the units to be conibined are

less numerous.

4. Land in large farms. This
we have noticed at beginning.

5. Better utilization of im-
proved machinery in production.

6. Diffusion of intelligence
among farm producers. This is
a force that agricultural com-

munities are beginning to-day to
more effectually use by the
understanding of business meth-
ods.

7. Limit of all available free
lands will makp the fertile lands
more susceptible to control.
This brings to light the relation
of population to agriculture.
What effect would increase of
population have on monopoly in
agriculture? If it tended to in-
crease the units it would be re-

tarding. If the surplus popula-
tion is to be absorbed by our

cities itwould be an accelerating
force.

8. Private property in land

may be considered accelerating.
Those forces which tend to re-

tard monopoly in agriculture.
It may be stated that many of

the forces stated as accelerating
may possibly be more properly
included as retarding forces.

1. Diminishing returns in ag-
riculture. This covers a cata-

logue of deterrent forces.
2. The number of units to be

combined. This alone is a most

positive force.
1. Individuals are too widely

separated. Individual tendency.
4. Lack of present business

insight into products on large
scale.

The above may be a crude

grouping of the forces which

may act to accelerate or retard

the movement of agricultural
monopoly.

The three or four forces given
as retarding are so powerful
that it seems at present follyto

conclude that there could be

any possible monopoly only in a

very limited field. The element
of transportation brings the com-

peting areas of the world so

close together that It becomes a

deterrent force. If Chicago
were compelled to buy her fruit

of Michigan there would be a

chance for Michigan fruit grow-
ers to stipulate prices. The
same is true of gardening around
the city. The wheat area of the
whole world competes in the
markets of Liverpool. As we

pass to more concentrated forms
of agriculture as creameries,
stock raising and mining we find

the elements of combinations
and consequent possible monop-
oly. I see no reason why the
creameries of the country should
not combine to control the price
of their products. This has been

attempted but has failed. The
element of food substitutes en-

ters here, but the farmers have

been able to baffle it through
legislation. If mining can be

classed as an agricultural pur-
suit then we have a clear case of
monopoly.

The nearer the processes of
production in agriculture con-

firm to factory methods the
nearer control can be exercised.
But as we view the present
methods, extent of territory and
facilities of transportation we

see the force of competition ab-
solutely unrestrained. Here over-

whelming production in the face
of this individual and sectional

competition has enabled the con-

sumer of this product to dictate
their price. The cotton oil trust
has reduced the price they pay
for the seed from 17 to $4 per
ton. It seems that the grower
of cotton, especially large plan-
tations, could so effectually com-

bine as to thwart this, reduction.
The peculiar position of the ag-
riculturist on the other hand
forces him to witness, helplessly,
the passage of his rew material
into the field of trust and mo-

noply prices.
There have been efforts to

control prices of farm products
but this has signally failed as

would be expected. It seems

that a monopoly much above
competitive prices, is scarcely
possible in any business, unless
endowed with favored privileges
or franchises. In this, mining
as a branch of agriculture, would
obtain pure agriculture, while
endowed with all these requisites
is too universal in privilege. **

Then the proposition that
capital intelligently applied
tends to make agriculture a mo-

nopoly and a business of increas-
ing returns will not stand the
test of fact and logic. While
there may be conditions of com-

bination which could possibly
develop into powerful centers
of control they must full In the

presence of the law of diminish-
ing returns, facilities of trans-

portation and widespread area

to be controlled, and if con-

trolled at all, must be very
limited in extent and feele in
power. * *

Notice of Dissolution of Part-
nership.

The firm of Hemphill Bros,
has been dissolved by mutual
consent, I. N. Hemphill retiring
from the firm. Hereafter the
business will be conducted by
M. L. Hemphill. The books of
the firm will be left at the shop,
where all accounts should be

paid. Hemphill Bros.

ATTENTION FARMERS!

If you have a horse that has
poor appetite, is languid, hair
rough and run down generally
use Morris’ English Stable
Powders and he will speedily re-

cover. For the removal of
worms it has no equal. Will
make your horse Slick, Fat and
Glossy. Contains no antimony
or other injurious drugs. Pound
packages 25 cents. Sold by F.
B. Meyer.
IT SHOULD BE IN EVERY HOUSE.

J. B. Wilson, 371 Clay St.,
Sharpsburg, Pa., says he will
not be without Dr. King’s New
Discovery for Consumption,
Coughs and Colds, that it cured
his wife ’who was threatened
with Pneumonia after an attack
of “La Grippe,” when various
other remedies and several phy-
sicans had done her no good.
Robert Barber, of Cooksport,
Pa., claims Dr. King’s New Dis-

covery has done him more good
than anything he ever used for

Lung Trouble. Nothing like it.

Try it. Free Trial Bottles at

Meyer s drug store. Large bot-
tles 50c and sl.

Piles of people have piles, but
DeWitt's Witch Hazel Salve will
cure them.

A. F. Long & Co.

®/OO REWARD

For any Cut, Bruise, Lame-
ness, Swollen Limbs, Saddle or

Collar Galls that Morris’ Eng-
lish Stable Linament will not
cure. It cures when all others
fail. Use it and you -will not be
disappointed. Price 25c, 50 and
sl. Actually worth $25 to con-
sumer, Sold by F. B. Meyer.

It is a truth in medicine that
the smallest dose that performs
a cure is the best, DeWitfs Lit-
tle J£arly Risers are the smallest
pills, willperform the cure and
.are the best.

A. F, Long & Co. I

BUCKLIN’S ARNICA SALVE.

The best salve in the world
som ents, bruises, sores, ulcers,
salt rheum, fever sores, tetter,
chapped hands, chilblains, corns

and all skin eruptions, and

positively cures piles, or no pay
required. It is guaranteed to

give perfect satisfaction, or

money refunded. Price 25 cents,

per box. For sale by F. B.
Meyer.

For a good smoke try the
Safety cigar.

sLi~ »

MRS. ELMIRA HATCH.

HEART DISEASE 20 YEARS.
Xh*. JKUm Co., ElkJutrt, Ind.

Diab Bras: For 20 yean I was troubled with
bean disease. Would frequently have felling
spells and smothering at night. Had to Bitup or
get out of bed to breathe. Had pain in my left
Bide and bock most of the time; at last I bomma

dropsical. I was very nervous and nearly worn
out. The least excitement would cause me to

THOUS ANDS EB
with fluttering. For the last fifteen yean I could
not sleep oumy leftside or back untilbegan taking
your A»w Baar* Cure. I had not token itvery
long untilI felt much better, and I can now deep
on either side or back without the least discom-
fort. I have no pain, smothering, dropsy, no wind
on stomach or other disagreeable symptoms. lam
able to do all my own housework without any
trouble and consider myself cured.

Elkhart, Ind., 1888. Mbs. Elmiba Hatch.
It is now four years since I have taken any

medicine. Am in better health than Ihave been,
in 40 years. I honestly be- -

lieve that Dr. Milee> JVew ffT I J IT
¦Heart Cure saved my life wZV 11 E.
and made me a well woman. lam now 82 year®
of age, and am able to do a good day’s work.

May 29th, 1892. Mas. Elmira Hatch.,

Sold on a Positive Guarantee.

Dr. MlLES* PI LLS, 50 Doseb 25 Gts.'

Sold by B. F. hem..,, <: (jo.

gOHY “IS
Ware BMi
WHEELER HUM
WILSOO 11W

SEWING MACHINES
POPULAR?

BECAUSE LADIES

BUY thbib Ugg them

AND TELLK^cs .

Many ladies h ive used our machines
twenty to thirtyy ears in theirfamily work,
and are still usii jg the original machines
we furnished them a generation ago.
Many of our ’ Machines have run more

than twenty y< jars without repairs, other
than needles. With proper care they
never wear cat, and seldom need repair.

We have k>u£Tt sewing machines for
more than forty years and have constantly
improved them.. We build our machines
on honor, and they are recognized every-

-1 where as the most accurately fitted an4 v

finely finished sewing macliines in? the
world. Our latest, the ‘‘No. 9,” is the
result of our long experience. In com-

petition with the leading machines of the
world, it receiveci the Grand Prize at the
Paris Exposition of 1889, as the best,
other machines receiving only compli-
mentary medalsofgoid, silver and bronze.
The Grand Prize was what all sought for,
and our machine was awarded it.

Send for our illustrated catalogue. We
want dealers in all unoccupied territory,

WHEELER & WILSOH MEG. CO-
-185 4k 187 WABASH AVE., CHICAGO.

SEE AaAHf AS IH YOUTH!

THESE WONDERFUL LENSES
,

Ar« « result of years of scientific exper ¦

imenting, and are now placed, owing to

rl€ ? and are peculiarly adapted

Wiuj™ B*HT

Apply to Dr. I. B. Washburn.
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