
GOD IN THE CENTURIES.

•’Consider the Years of Many Gener-

ations." ,
•>. ,
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Tin>e is Only a Piece of Eternity—Chron-

ology Engaged in Dividing Up* Portion

of Eternity—Rev. I. Deoitt Tai-

mage's -New Year's Sermon*

Rev. Dr. Talmage Sunday morning
Appropriately took for the subject of his

New Year’s day sermon "The Chronol-

ogy of the Bible, or God Among the

Centuries.”

The text chosen was Deuteronomy
xxxii, 7, “Consider the years of many

generations.”

At 13 o’clock last night, while so

many good people were watching, an

old friend passed out of our homes and

a stranger entered. The old friend

making valedictory was 1892; the

stranger arriving is 1698. The old

friend was garrulous with the occur-

rences of many days, but the stranger

put his finger over his lip and said noth-

ing and seemed charged with many
secrets and mysteries. I did not see

either the departure or the arrival, but

was sound asleep, thinking that was

for me the best way to be wide awake

now. Gopd-by, 1892! Welcome, 1893!

As an army is divided into brigades

and regiments and companies, and they

observe this order in their march and

their tread is majestic, so the time of

the world’s existence is divided into an

army divinely commanded; the eras are

the brigades, the centuries are the regi-
l meats, and the years are the companies.
I Forward into the eternity past, put pf

the eternity to come! Forward is the

command, and nothing can halt them,
even though the world should die.

While obeying my text, “Consider the

years of many generations,” 1 propose
to speak of the “Chronology of the

Bible, or God Among the Centuries.”

We make a distinction between time

and eternity, but time is only a piece of

eternity, and chronology has been en-

gaged in the divine work of dividing
up this portion of eternity that we call

time into compartments and putting

events in their right compartment. It

is as much an injustice against the past
to wrongly arrange its events as it would

be an injustice if, through neglect of

chronological accuracy, it should in the

far distant future be said that America

was discovered in 1776, and the declara-

tion of independence was signed in 1492,

and Washington born con the 22d of

March, and the civil war of the United

States was fought in 1840.

As God puts all the events pf time in

¦ the right place, let us be careful that

we do not put them in the Wrong place.
The chronology of the Bible takes six

BtOps, but they are steps so long it

makes us hold our breath as we watch

the movement From Adam to

Abraham. From Abraham to the

exodus but of Egypt From the’ exodus

to the foundation Solomon’s temple.
From the foundation of Solomon's

temple to the destruction of that

temple. From the destruction of the

temple to the return from Babylonish
captivity. JFrom Rabylopish captivity
to the birth of Christ.

Chronology takes pen and pencil, and

calling astronomy and history to help
says: “Let us fix one event from which

to calculate everything. Let it be a

star, the Bethlehem star, the Christmas

star.” And from that we go back and

see the world was created 4,004 years

before Christ; the deluge came 3,848

years before Christ; the exodus put of

Egypt occurred 1,491 years before Christ,

and Solomon’s temple was destroyed
586 years before Christ

Chronology enters the first chapter
of Genesis and says the day mentioned

there is not a day of twenty-four hours,
but pf ages, the word there translated,
as “day” in other places meaning ages,'
and so the Bible account of the crea-

atjon and the geologists’ account of the

creation are completely harmonious.

Chronology enters the book of Daniel

and says that the words “time and a

half’ mean a year and a half.

Chronology enters at another point
and shows us that the seasons of the

year were then only two—summer and

winter. We find that the Bible year
was 860 days instead of 365; that the

day was calculated from 6 o’clock in the

morning to 6 o’clock at night; that the

night was divided into four watches—-

namely, the late watch, the midnight,
the cock crowing the early watch. The

cloek and watch were invented so long
after the world began their • mission

that the day was not very sharply di-

vided in Bible times. Ahaz had a sun-

dial, or a flight of stairs with a column

at the top, and the shadow which that

column threw on the steps beneath in-

dicated the hour, the shadow lengthen-
ing or withdrawing from step to step

But the events of life and the events

of the world moved so slowly for the

most part in Bible times that they had
no need of such time pieces as we stand

on ourmantels or carry in our pockets
in an age when a man may have a half

dozen or a dozen engagements for one

day andneecfs to know the exact minute
for each one of them. The earth itself

in Bible times was the chief time piece,
and it turned once on its axis and that

was a day, and once around the sun and

that was a year. •

Itwas not until the Fourteenth cen-

tury that the almanac was born, the

almanac that we toss carelessly about,
not realizing that it took the accumu-

lated ingenuity of more than 5,000 years
to make one. Chronology had to bring
into its service the monuments of

Egypt, and the cylinders of Assyria,
and the bricks of Babylon, and the pot-

tery of Nineveh, and the medals struck

at Antioch for the battle of Actium.
and all the hieroglyphics that could be

deciphered, and had to go into the ex-

i tremely delicate business of asking the

ages of Adam and Seth and Enoch and

Methuselah, who after their 300th year
wanted to be thought yoting.

I think it must have been in recogni-
tion of the stupendous work of making
an almanac that all the days of the

weekare named after the gods. Sunday,
after the sun, which was ot old wor-

shiped as a god. Monday, after the

moon, which was also worshiped as a

god. Tuesday, after Tuesco, tne god
of war. Wednesday, after Woden, the

chietgod of the Scandinavians. Thurs-

day, after Thor, the god of thunder. 1
Friday, after* Frea, the goddess of

marriage. And Saturday, after Satarn.

The ola Bible yety began with the 35th

of March Not until 1753 did the first

of the month of January get the honor

tn legal documents in England of being
called tfee first day of the year.

Improvements all along have been

made in chronology until the calendar,.
and the almanac, and the elock, and the

.watch seem to have reached perfection,
and allthe nations of Christendom have

similarity of time calculations and have

adopted what is called “new style,” ex-

cept Russia, which keeps what is called
the ’’oldstyle,” and is twelve days dif-

ferent, so that, waiting from there, if

you wish to be accurate, you date your
letter January 1 and January 18, or De-

cember 10 and December 22. It is some-

thing to thank God for that the modes

are so complete for calculating the

cycles, the centuries, the decades, the

years, the months, the days, the hours,
the seconds.

Thinkof making appointments as in

the Bible days for the time of the new

moon. Think of making one of the

watches of the night in Bible times a

rooster crowing. The Bible says, “Be-

fore the cock crow thou shalt deny me

thrice.” “If the Master cometh at the

cockcrowing,” and that was the way
the midnight watch was indicated. The

crowing of that barnyard bird has

always been most uncertain. The crow-

ing is at the lowest temperature of the

night, and the amount of dew and the

direction of the wind may bring the

lowest temperature at 11 o’clock at

night or 2 o’clock in the morning, and

at any one of six hours. Just before a

rain the crowing of chanticleer in the

night is almost perpetual
Compare these modes of marking

time with our modes of marking time,
when 12 o’clock. is 12 o’clock, and 6

o’clock is 6 o’clock, and 10 o’clock is 16

o'clock, and independent of all weath-

ers, and then thank God that you live

now. But notwithstanding all the im-

perfect modes of marking hours or years
or centuries Bible chronology never

trips up, never falters, never contradicts

itself, and here is one of the best argu-

ments for the authenticity of the Scrip-
tures.

If you can prove an alibi in the

courts, and you can prove beyond doubt

that you were in some particular place
at the time you were charged with do-

ing or saying something in quite an-

other place, you gain the victory, and

infidelity has tried to prove an alibi by
contending that events and circum-

stances in the Bible ascribed to certain

times must have taken place at some

other time, if they took place at all.

But this book’s chronology has never

been caught at fault ft has been

proved that when the Hebrews went

into Egypt there were only seventy of

them, and that when they came out

there were 3,000,000 of them.

“Now," says infidelity, with a guffaw
that it can not suppress, “what an ab-

surdity! They went down into Egpyt
seventy and came out 3,000,000. That

is» a falsehood on the face of it Nations

do not increase in that ratio.” But, my
skeptical friend, hold a moment. The

Bible says the Jews were 430 years in

Egypt, and that explains the increase

from seventy persons to 3,000,000, for it

is no more, but rather less than the or-

dinary increase of nations. The pilgrim
fathers came to America in the May-
flower, one small shipload of pas-

sengers, less than 800 years ago,
and now we have a nation of 60,000,000.
Where, then is so-called impossibility
that the seventy Jews who went into

Egypt in 430 years became 3,000,000?
Infidelity wrong and Bible chronology
right.

Now stop and reflect Why is itthat
this sublime subject of Bible chronology
has been so neglected, and that the

most of you have never given ten min-

utes to the consideration of it and that

this is the first sermon ever preached on

this stupendous and overwhelming
theme? We have stood by the half day
or the whole day at grand reviews and

seen armies pass.

Again and again and again on the

Champs Elysees Frenchmen by the hun-

dreds of thousands have stood and

watched the bannered armies go by,
and the huzza has been three miles long
and until the populace were so hoarse

they could huzza no longer. Again and

again and again the Germans by hun-
dreds of thousands have stood on the

palqeed and §tatued Unter den Linden*
Berlin, and strewn garlands under the

fee,t of uniformed hosts led on by Von
Moltke or Blucher or Frederick the

Great

When Wellington and Ponsohby and
the Scots Grays came back from Water-

loo, of Wolseley from Egypt, or Marl-

borough from Blenheim, what military
processions through Regent street and

along by the palace of 'Londofi'and over

the bridges of the Thames! What al-

.most interminable lines of military on

the streets of our American capitals,
while

mayors and governors and presi-

dents, with uncovered heads, looked on!
But* put all those grand reviews to-

gether, and they are tame compared’
with the review which bn this New

Year’s day you from the pew and I

from the pulpit witness. >¦' -

Hear them pass inchronological order

—all the years before the flood; all the

years since the flood; decades abreast;
centuries abreast; epochs abreast; mil-

lenniums abreast; Egyptian civilization,
Babylonian populations, Asyrian do-

minions; armies of Persian, Grecian,
Peloponnesian and Roman wars; Byzan-
tine empire, Saracenic hosts, crusaders

of the first, >he second, third and the
last avalanche of men; dark ages in

somber epaulets and brighter ages with

shields of silver and helmets of gold;
Italy, Spain, France, Russia, Germany,
England and America, past and pres-
ent; dynasties, feudal domains, despot-
isms, monarchies, republics, ages on

ages, ages on ages, passing to-day in a

chronological review, until one has no

more, power to look upon the advancing
columns, now brilliant, now squalid,
now garlanded with peace, now crim-

son with slaughter, how horrid with

ghastliness, now radiant with love and

}°y-

This chronological study affords,
among other practical thought*, aspe-

I cially two—the one encouraging to tne

| last degree and the other startling. The

encouraging thought is that the main

drift of the centuries has been toward

betterment, with only here and there a

*tput reversal (Grecian civilization

was avast improvement <m Egyptian
eteilisation, and Roman civilization a

vast improvement on Grecian civiliza-

tion, and Christian civilization is a vast

improvement on Roman civilization.

What was, the boasted age of Pericles

compared with the age of Longfellow
and Tennyson? What was Queen
Elizabeth as a specimen of moral wom-

anhood compared with Queen Victoria?

What were the cruel warriors of olden

times compared with the most distin-

guished warriors of the last half cen-

tury, all of them as much distinguished
for kindness and good morals as for

prowess—the two military leaders es

our civil war on northern and southern

side communicant members of Christian

churches, and their home life as pure as

their public life?

Nothing impresses me in this chrono-

logical review more than the fact that

the regiments of years are better and

better regiments as the troops move on.

I thank God that you and I were not

born any sooner than we were born.

How could we have endured the disas-

ter of being born in the eighteenth or

seventeenth or sixteenteenth century?
Glad am I that we are in the regiment
now passing the reviewing stand, and

that our children will pass the stand in

a still better regiment God did not

build this world for a slaughter house

or a den of infamy.
A good deal of cleaning house wiH be

necessary before this world becomes as

elean and sweet as it ought to be, but

the brooms and the scrubbing brushes,
and the upholsterers and plumbers are

already busy, and when the world gets
fixed up, as it willbe, if Adam and Eve

ever visit it, as I expect they will, they
willsay to each other: “Well, this

beats paradise when we lived there,
and the pears and the plums are better

than we plucked from the first trees,
and wardrobes are more complete, and

the climate is better.

Since I settled in my own mind the

fact that God was stronger than the

devil I have never lost faith in the

emparadisation of this planet. With the

exception of a retrogression in the Dark

Ages, the movement of the world has

been on and on, and up and up, and I

have two jubilant hosannas—one for

the closing year and the other for the

new year.
But the other thought coming out of

this subject is that Biblical chronology,
and indeed all chronology, is urging the

world to more punctuality and immedi-

ateness. What an unsatisfactory and in-

definite thing it must have been for two
business men in the time of Ahaz to

makg an appointment, saying; “We will

settle that business matter to-morrow
when the shadow on the dial of Ahaz

reaches the tenth step from the top,” or

“I will meet you in the street called

Straight in Damascus in the time of the
new moon,” or when asked in a court-

room what time an occurrence took

place should answer, “Itwas during
the time of the latter rain,” or “Itwas

ate tha time of the third crowing of
the barnyard!”

Yon and I remember when ministers

of the gospel In the country, giving out

a notice of an evening service, instead

of saying at 6or 7 or 8 o’clock, would

say, “The service will begin at early
candle light.” Thank God for chron-

ological achievements which have

ushered incalendars and almanacs and

clocks and watches, and at so cheap a

rate all may possess them! Chronology,
beginning by appreciating the value of

years and the value of days, has kfept
on until it cries out, “Man, immortal;
woman, immortal; look out for that

minute; look out for that second!”

But do not let us get an impression
from chronology that because the years
of time have been so long in procession
they are to go on forever. Mattqr is not

eternal No, no! If you watch half a

day, or a whole day; or two days, as I

once did, to see a military procession
you remember the last brigade, and
the last regiment, and the last com-

pany finally passed on, and as we rose

to go we said to each other, “Itis all

over.’!
So tlfis mighty procession of earthly

years will terminate. Just when'l have
no power to prognosticate, hute science

confirms the Bible prophecy that the

earth can not always last. Indeed there

has been a fatality of world* The

moon is merely the corpse of what it

once wab, and scientists have again
and again gone up in their observato- .
ries to attend the deathbed of dying
worlds and have seen them cremated.
So I am certain, both from the Word of

God and science, that, the world’s chro-

nology will sooner or later come to its

last chapter.
The final ceetury willarrive and pass

on, and then willcome the final decade,
and then the final year, and the final

month, and the final day. The last

spring, syill swing its censer of apple
blossoms and the last winter bank its

snows The last sunset willburn like
Moscow and the last morning radiate

the hills. The clocks willstrike their

last hour, and the watches willtick their

last second. No incendiaries will be

needed to , run hither and yon with

torches to set the world on fire.

Chemistry teaches us that there is a

very inflammable element in water.

While oxygen makes up a part of the
water, the other part of the water is hy-
drogen, and that is very combustible.

The oxygen drawn out from the water,
the inflammable hydrogen willput in-

stantly into conflagration the Hudsons

and Savannahs and Mississippis and

Rhines and Urals and Dan-

ubes, and Atlantic and Pacific

and Indian and Mediterranean
seas. And then the angel of God, de-

scending from the throne, might put
one foot on the surf of the sea and the
other on the beach and cry to the four

winds of Heaven, “Time was, but t*ime
shall be no longer!” Yet, found in

Christ, pardoned and sanctified, we

shall welcome the day with more glad-
ness than you ever welcomed a Christ-

mas or New Year’s morn.

—How can we expect cold prayen
i bring warm blessings?
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Hood’s X™ Cures
with crutches, then without. He is now per-
Ce etly wet], livelyas any boy.” Mbs Emm*

V. Durr, WtVxde, Mass.

Hood*s Pills de not purse, pal* W gripe,
but act promptly, easily and efficiently- 45c.
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‘August
Flower”
Miss C. G. McClave, School-

teacher, 753 Park Place, Elmira, N.
Y. “This Spring while away from
home teaching my first term in a

country school I was perfectly
wretched with that human agony
called dyspepsia. After dieting for

two weeks and getting no better, a

friend wrote me, suggesting that I

take August Flower. The very next

day Ipurchased a bottle. lam de-

lighted to say that August Flower

helped me so that I have quite re-

covered from my indisposition.” @
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Biliousness,
Beadache, foul breath, sour stomach, heart-

tjurnor dyspepsia, constipation.

Poor Digrestion,
Distress after eating, pain and bloating irthe
stomach, shortness of breath, pains inthe oeart.

Loss ofAppetite,
A splendid feeling to-da’y and a depressed one

to-morrow, nothing seems to taste good, tired,
•leepless and all unstrung, weakness, debility.

Guarantee—Use contents of One Bottle, it not ben-

efited, Druggists willrefund you the price paid.
At Druggists, 50c. Size, SI.OO Size.

•Invalids’ Guide to Health” free—Consulta tlon free.

Dr. Kilmer & Co., Binghamton. N. Y.
—.— —— ak-A,...vy

Cures When all * *

Fails.
Write for fullinformation and circulars to

,

National Electropoise Co.,
•4 Monroe SL, Chings; Mennod *Jerrard Bolld’g, SLImJs.

WJAMS THIS PAPKE 1I(IJ time im vrito.

stvrn acvcwTy

Bileßehns
Small *

Guaranteed to cure Bilious Attacks, Slck-
Headache and Constipation. 40 in each
bottle. Price 25c. For sale by druggists.

) Picture "7,17, 70” and sample dose free.

*/. f. SMITH A CO.. Preurletor*. fttw YORK.
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Dr. Bull’s Cough Syrup SlkT®
————————— ¦' ' - .

GRANOLA
A most nutritious and digestible Food, for voting,

fcsg’aga

Cures Consumption, Coughs, Croup, Sore
Throat. Sold by all Druggists. On a Guarantee.

Delicate Women
Or Debilitated Women, should use

BRADFIELD'S FEMALE REGULATOR.
Every ingredient possesses superb Tonic
properties and exerts a wonderful influ-
ence in toning up and strengthening her
system, by driving through the

properchannels all impurities. Health anij
strength guaranteed to result from its usd.
« My wife,who was bedridden for eigh-

teen month*, after using Bradfield l*
Female Regulator fbr two months la
getting well.”

"

J. M. Jomtaox. Malvern, Ark,
BRiownD Regulator Co.. Atlanta. Ga.
Sold by Drufigiiu u SI.OO per boule.

Hrxn or Omro, Citt of Toledo, )

kh'UAa CocxrJt. . ..» . ..

Fiunk J. L'h2xky uiukea oath tost' he la
the saota" partner of uwflroiofF.J. Chknzt

&Co., doiog business in the City of Tc-ieao,
County and. State-aforesaid add that said
ttrm willpay the auut of oxa SUxdbed DOV
UM for each and every case of ’Catarrh
that cannot be cured by the u*e of Hux't
Catarrh CCkb. Frank J. ChEnbt.

Sworu to before me and subscribed tn my
presence, this 6th day of December, A.D. 188£

A. W. Gi.kAson,
¦ a-

T
-_

Notary Public.

Hall’s Catarrh Cure is taken internally and
acts directly on the blood and mucous sur-

faces of the system. Send for testimonials,
free. F. J. Chbnbt & Co., Toledo, <X
G3F*Sold by Druggists, 75c.

Jig-dancing music is the kind that
the sole.—Yonkers Statesman.
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The Most Pleasant Way
Of preventing the grippe, colds, headaches,
ana fevers is to use the liquid laxative rem-

edy, Syrup of Figs, whenever the system
needs a gentle, yet effective cleansing. To
be benefited one must get the true remedy
manufactured by the California Fig Syrup
Co. only. For sale by all druggists in 60s.
tad *1 bottles.

Doing willnot take us to Heaven, but not

doing willkfebp us out.—Rum’s Horn.

Beecham’s Pills cost only 25 cents a box.
They are proverbially known throughout
the world to be “worth a guinea a box"'
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Consumptives and

who have weak fonts or Asth- K
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Consumption. It has eared M
thoasaads. Ithas not Injur-
odors. ItIs not bad to take.
ItIs the best cough syrup. »
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ST. JACOBS OIL
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LUMBAGO, SCIATICA, SPRAINS,

BRUISES, BURNS, SWELLINGS,
ZETZETTIR A.ILG-T.A.,

A copy of the “Official Portfolio of the World's
Columbian Exposition, descriptive of Buildings and
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JHS

Grounds, beautifully illustrated, in water color effects, will r®dKjXJjl\\
be sent to any address upon receipt of 10c. in postage ft | lyjjjjpow
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S Where is He Going
To the nearest drugstore for a bottle of Durang’s Rheumatic

\ Remedy, a medicine that never falls to cure rheumatism,

\
*s internally and does the work promptly, without" drugging

\ \ A i
the system with poisons.

A \» j This Is not a new remedy that you need wait for your neighbor to

A
/ / tay, to see how it works, as It has been before the public eighteen

/ A vears and cures when everything else falls.
1 8 I CENERALS SHERMAN and LOCAN were its out-

I/ At "J spoken friends, and never failed to recommend.

y Vi '/ During the past year the bottle has been enlarged to FOUR TIMES

I: I or telna l size ai) d the remedy greatlycjmproved/so that we now offer

\ tsaL. you the best treatment for Rheumatism known to medical science.

\ The price is one dollar a bottle, or six bottles for five dollars, and to

I j\\ s°ld by reliable dealers in drugs.’

I \ \\| V OUR 40-page PAMPHLET SENT FREE BY MAIL.

JLIA' DURANC’S RHEUMATIC REMEDY CO,
11X 1310 L STREET. WASHINGTON. O. O.

L. DOUGLAS
OH WC GENTLEMEN,

a sewed shoe that will not rip; Calf,
seamless, smooth inside, more comfortable,

ta W ; 1k YCw Bt? lish and durable than any other shoe ever

pjEfcj sold at the price. Everystyle. Equals custom,

a VwMmade shoes costing from fa to $5.
JNBBsNIgWW V*3k The following are of the same high standard of

® a \fi!S merit:

S <MIk. I • 00 an<f SS-oo Fine Calf, Hand-Sewed.
£* jMhl VW *4-5° Police, Farmers and Letter-Carriers.
S’\WlL. *a js°> $3.3g and Sa.oo for Working Men

*

ViKL 92.00 and AI.7S for Youths and Boys.
$3-‘>o Hand-Sewed, I POjr

C? V’wll.92.50 and 3.00 Dongola, | LADIES.
g \IL*''7s for Misses.
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Great If
Pastors V

Bet. Mosses Du, D. 9. 11 »
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WUI present views on interesting social and religious themes by v

leaders of. thought in the American pulpit:

Rev. Morgan Dix, D. D., LL. D. J
Rector of Trinity Church, New York City, will answer, the Z®
interesting question: “Are Society Women Insincere?”

a>.
D.

New York’s pastors, will’
Social Side of a Church***

gious than Men?*’

sons

itholic Church in America,
of what constitutes “Th®

The above articles, in con-

writings of Henry Ward-

-893, in

le Journal

>y at the News-standr

le Dollar a Year

Philadelphia, Pa.


