& Prolific Subject.

First of a Series of Discourses on Gepd
~ In the Natural World as Disclosed
; in the Bible”-The Heavens
Deeclare His Glory.

- The following initial discourse of a
serieson “God in the Natural World, as
Disclosed in the Bible,” was delivered

by Rev. T. DeWitt Talmage in the
“Broo tabernacle from the text:

. It is He that buildeth his stories in the heav-
ens.—Amos, iv., 8.

 Thatis first-rate poetry from Amos,

the herdsman. While guarding his

. flocks atnight, he got watching the
2 -m' .n

He saw stars above stars,
and the universe seemed to him like a
great mansion many stories high, sil-
ver room above silver room, silver pil-

. la¥s beside silver pillars, and windows

of silver and doors of silver, and tur-

~ rets and domes of silver rising into the

T~

- immensities, and the prophet's sancti-
fied imagination walks through that
great silver palace of the universe,
through the first story, through the
second story, through the third story,
through the twentieth story, through
the bundredth story, through the
thousandth story, and realizing that
God is the architect and carpenter and
mason of all that upheaved splendor,
he cries ont in the words of the text:
‘It is He that buildeth His stories in
the heavens.”

My bearers, it is time that we
widene« out and heightened our re-
ligious thoughts. In our pulpits and
Sabbath classes and Christian work of
all sorts we ring the changes on a few
verses of Scripture until they execite no
interest. Many of the best parts of the
Bible have never yet been preached
from or indeed even noticed. Hence I
to-day begin a series of sermons, not
for consecutive Sabbath mornings, but
as often as I think it best for variety’s
sake, on the astronomy of the Bible or
God among the rocks, the ornithology
of the Bible or God among the birds,
the ichthyology of the Bible or God
among the fishes, the pomology of the
Bible or God among the orchards, the
precious stones of the Bible or God
among the amethysts, the conchology
of the Bible or God among the shells,
the botany of the Bible or God among
the flowers, the chronology of the Bible
or (tod among the centuries. The fact
is that we have .all spent too much
time on one story of the great mansion
of God’s universe. We need occasion-
ally to go upstairs or dow irs in this
mansion; downstairs and M the cellar
study the rocks, or upstairs and see
God in some of the higher stories, and
learn the meaning of the text when it
says: ‘‘Itis He that buildeth His stories
in the heavens.”

Astronomy was born in Chaldea. Its
mother was astrology, or the science of
foretelling events by juxtaposition of
stars. The orientals, living much out
of doors and in a very clear atmosphere,
through which the stars shone especi-
ally lustrous, got the habit of studying
the night heavens. In the hot seasons
caravans journeyed chiefly at night,
and that gave travelers much oppor
tunity of stellar information. On the
first page of the Bible the sun and
moon and stars roll in. The sun, a
body nearly three million miles in cir-
cumference and more than twelve
thousand times as large as our
earth; the moon, more than two
thousand miles in diameter. But God
Is used to doing things on such an om-
nipotent scale that He takes onlv one
verse to tell of this stellar and lunar
manufacture. Yea, in three words all
the other worlds are thrown in. The
record says: ‘“The stars also!” It takes
whole pages fora man to extol the
making of a telescope or a microscope
or a magnetic telegraph or a threshing
machine, or to describe a fine painting
or statue, but it was so easy for God to
hang the celestial upholstery that
the story is compassed in one
verse — *“ God made two  great
lights, the greater light to
rule the day and the lesser light fo rule
the night. The stars also!” Astrono-
mers have been trying to call the roll
of them ever since, and they have
coninted multitudes of them passing in
review before the observatories built at
vast expense, and the size and number
of those heavenly bodies have taxed to
the utmost the scientists of all ages
But God finishes all He has to say about
them in these words—*the stars also!”
That is Mars, with its more than fifty-
five million square miles, and Venus,
with its more than one hundred and
ninety-one million square miles, and
Saturn, with its 'more than nineteen
billion square miles, and J upiter, with
its more than twenty-four billion

. 8quare miles, ogd all the planets of our
system of moré than nty-eight bil-
lion square miles, and these stars of
our system, when compared with the

* stars of the other systems, as a hand-

ful of sand as compared with all the
Rocky mountains and all the Alps,
*‘The stars alsol” For brevity, for

. ponderosity, for splendor, for sug-

; ﬁ:ﬁyenmﬁ, for sublimity piled on sub-

ity, these words excel all that hu-
‘man gpeech ever uttered or human

‘mﬂon _ev'er soared after: “The

- stars alsol” It is putin as you write a
ipt—something you thought of
rds—as hardly worth putting

e body of a letter: ‘‘The stars

,B‘}elx_‘l.&”bn in your Bibles, and after

. awhile the Bible flashes with the au-

_ xora borealis or northern lights, that

trange illumination, as mysterious

d undefined now as when, in the
Bookof Job, it was written:

~the bright light which is in the

uds. Fair weather cometh out of

the north.” While all the nations sup-

posed that the earth was built on a

lation of some sort, and many

osed that it stood on a huge turtle,

sky spread over it like a tent overs
flat surface, Isaiah declared theworld
to be globular, eircular, saying of God:
“He sitteth upon the circle of the’
earth.” See them glitter in the serip-
tural slay—Arcturus, Orion, the Plei-
ades and the “Bear with her young.”
While running your fingers among the
leaves of your Bible with the astronom-
ical thought in your mind, you see
two" worlds stop—the sun and the
moon. ‘Buf what does that Christian
know about that miracle who does not
understand something of these two lu-
minaries? Unless you watch modera
astronomy put those two worlds in its
steelyards and weigh them, you are as
ignorant as a Hottentot about the stu-
pendousness of that scene in
the life of Joshua. The sun
over three hundred thousand times
a8 heavy as our earth and go-
ing thousands of miles the hour. Think
of stopping that and starting it again
without the shipwreck of the universel
But I can easily believe it. , What con-
founds me isnot that He could stopand
start again those two worlds in
Joshua's time, but He could have made
the wheel of worlds of which the sun
and moon are only cogs, and keep that
wheel rolling for thousands of years—
the fly-wheel of all eternity. If an en-
gineer can start a long train, it is not
surprising that he can stop it. If God
could make and move the universe,
which is an express train drawn by an
Omnipotent engine, I am not surprised
that for a part of a day He could put
down the brakes on two pieces of the
rotating machifiery. Infidelity is hard
up for ground of complaint against the
Scriptures when it finds fauis with that
cessation of stellar and lunar travel.
Here is my watch. I could make a
watch if I tried, but I can stop it
and start it again. My difficulty
is not that God could stop two
worlds and start them again, but that
He could make them at all as He did
make them. What pleases me and
astounds me more is that each one of
the millions of worlds has a God-given
name. Only a comparatively small
number of them have names given
them by scientists. If astronomerscan
give a name to a whole constellation or
galaxy, they think they do well, but
God has a name for each star in all im-
mensity. Inspired David declared of
G'i' ‘““He telleth the number of the
s He calleth them all by their
names.” They are not orphans that
have never been christened. They are
not waifs of the night. ' They are not
unknown ships on the high seas of im-
mensity. They belong toa family of
which God is the father, and as you call
your children Benjamin, or Mary, or
Bertha, or Addison or Josephine, so He
calls all the infant worlds and all the
adult worlds by their first name, and
they know it as well as though there
were only one child of light in all the
Divine family. ‘“He calleth them all
by their names,” and when He calls I
warrant they come.

Oh the stars! Those vestal fires kept
burning on infinite altars. Those light-
houses on the coast of eternity. The
hands and weigths, and pendulum of
the great clock of the universe. Aec-
cording to Herschel, the so-called
fixed starsare not fixed at all, but
each one a sun with a mrighty ‘system
of worlds rolling round it, and this

whole system with all the other sys-

tems rolling on around some other
great center. Millions and millions,
billions and billions, trillions and tril-
lions, quadrillions and quadrillions!
But what gladdens me, and at the
same time overwhelms me, is that those
worlds are inhabited. The Bible says
so, and what a small #dea you must
have of God and His dominion if you
think it only extends agross this chip
of a which you and I -now inhabit.
Have you taken this idea of all the
other worlds being inhabited as human
guesswork? Read Isaiah xlv, 18:
“Thus saith the Lord that created the
heavens, God himself that formed the
earth and made it; He hath established
it, He created it not in vain, He formed
it to be inhabited.” Now, if
He inhabited  the earth so that
it would not be created in vain, would
He make worlds hundreds and thou-
sands of times larger and not
have them inhabited?  Speak-
ing: of the inhabitarits of the
world He says: “The nations are
as the drop of a bucket.” If all the in-
habitants of this world are as a drop of
a bucket. where are the other drops of
the bucket? Again and again the
Bible speaks of the hosts of Heaven
and the word ‘‘hosts” means living
creatures, not inert masses, and the ex-
pression ‘“*hosts of Heaven” must mean
inhabitants of other worlds. The
psalmist cries out: “Thy mercy is
great above the heavens.” If there
were no inhabitants .above the
heavens, what use of any mercy?
Again, the Bible exclaims: “Thy
goodness is great above the heav-
ens.” What would be the use of His
ness above the heavens if there
were no inhabitants toenjoy it? Again,
the Bible says: “‘He has set thy glory
above the heavens.” And here my
text comes in with its idea of a man-
sion of many stories: *‘It is He that
buildeth ‘His stories in the heaven.” Is
it possible that we who live on the
ground-floor of this many-storied build-
ing are the only tenants, and that the
larger rooms and the more gorgeously
upholstered rooms/and the more bril-

liantly chandeliered rooms above it are

uninhabited? Besides this, we are pos-
itively told in the Bible that
two other worlds are inhabited—
the world angelic and the world
diabolic. .Thoez two worlds, added to
our own, make it positive that three
worlds are inhabited. Why, then, stop
with three worlds of living beings
when there are not only millions but
billions of worlds? Are they all stand-
ing like expensively furnished houses

‘in time of financial panie marked " *“To

Let” and no one to take them? All
around us in this world we see economy

of Omnipotence. If Christ was going
e feed the hungry

seven thousand in ;:

‘waste world material in our solar sys-
tem to the amount of what has been
estimated as seven hundred trillion
miles of solid contents, and that only a
small part as compared with other sys-
tems which go to make up this many-
storied mansion of the t where it
says: “It is e that buildeth stories
in the heaven.” Did Prof Herschel
and his sister, Catherine, in finding
worlds find only worlds uninhabited and
a waste? Is Ceres, which Piozsi discov-
ered in 1801, wasted? Is Vesta, that
Olbers discovered in 1807, wasted? Is
Proserpine, which Prof. Luther discov-
ered in 1853, wasted? Is Urania, which
Prof. Hind discovered in 1854, wasted?
Is Pandora, discovered in 1858 by Prof.
Searle, wasted? Are the fifteen thous-
and stars recorded in ome year in the
observatory at Washington, wasted?
Is all except the billionth part of the
universe wasted? My hearers, is it
possible that God would run sucha
splendid passenger train of parlor cars
through the heavens, and keep it run-
ning, if there -were no passengers?
Judging from the extent of the
universe, do you think God
would put all His family on such
limits as this world marks? If a king
have a palace of one hundred rooms will
he put all his princes and princesses in
one comparatively small room? As the
highest happiness is in making others
happy, is it not certain that God would
occupy larger places than our small
earth with beings capable of happi-
ness? What is the use of light if there
are no eyes of inhabitants to enjoy and
employ that light? I admit that scien-
tiflc expisvation has discovered that
around many Wworlds there is an
atmosphere in which lungs like
ours could not  breathe, and
there are heats or colds that physique
like ours could not endure. But do
you suppose that we have the only
kind of lungs that God can make? Do
our bodies exhaust Divine ingenuity,
and must He make all intelligent
creatures with our respiration or pulsa~
tion or mastication ordigestion or habi-
tude or not make them at all? Be-
cause organisms like ours can not live
in Mercury or Saturn or Jupiter or the
Sun, we have no right to conclude that
those globes are lifeless. Without any
telescope’and without any‘observatory
and without any astronomical calcula-
tion, I know that the other worlds are
inhabited because my Bible and my
common-sense tell me so. It has been
estimated that in the worlds belong-
ing to our solar system: there is
room for at least twenty-five tril-
lion of population. And I believe it
is all occupied, or will be occupied by
intelligent beings. God will not fill
them with brutes. He would certainly
put into those worlds beings intelligent
enough to appreciate the architecture,
the coloring, the grandeur, the beauty,
the harmony of their. surroundings.
Yea, the inhabitants of those worlds
have capacity of locomotion like ours,
for they would not have had such spa.
cious opportunity for movement if they
had not powers of motion. Yea, they
have sight, else why the light, and
hearing, else how get on with necessary
language and how clear themselves
from advancing perils. Yea, as God
made our human race in His own ime
age, He probably made the inhabitants
of other worlds in His own image; in
other words, it is as near demonstra-
tion as I care to have it that while the
inhabitants of other world have adap-
tations of bodily structure to the par.
ticular climate in which they dwell,
there is yet similarity of mental and
spiritual characterics among all the in-
habitants of the universe of God, and
made in His image they are made won-
derfully alike.

Furthermore: Iget now from all this
an answer to the question which every
intelligent man and woman - since the
earth has stood has asked and received
no answer. Why God let sin and sor~
row come into the world when He
could have prevented them from com-
ing? T wish reverently to say I think
I have found the reason. To keep the
universe loyal to a Holy God, it was im-
portantin some world somewhere to
demonstrate the gigantic disasters that
would eome upon any world that al-
lowed sin to enter. Which world should
it be? Well, the smaller the world the
better, for less numbers would suffer.
So our world was selected. The stage
was plenty large enough for theenact-
ment of the tragedy. Enter on the
stage 8in, followed by . Mnurder,
Pain, Theft, Fraud, Tmpurity, False-
hood, Massacre, War and all the
abominations and horrors and agonies
of centuries. Although we know com-
paratively littleabout the other worlds
lest we become completely dissatisfied
with our own, no doubt the other
worlds have heard and are now hear-
ing all about this world in- the awful
experiment of sin which the human
race has been making. In some way
intersteller communication is open and’
all worlds, either by wing or flying
spirits or by direet communication
from God, are learning that disloyalty
and disobedience doom and damn
everything they touch, and the spec-
tacle practically say toall other worlds:
“Obey God, keep holy and stay in

the orbit where you were intended to |

swing, or you will suffer that which
that ‘recreant’ world out yonder has
been suffering for thousands of years.”
t is no longer to me a mystery why so
small a world as ours was chosen for
the tragedy. A chemist can demon-

strate all the-laws of earth and Heaven |
in a small laboratory, ten feet by five, |

and our world was not too small to
demonstrate to the aniverse the awful
chemistry of unrighteousness, its ex-
plosive and riving and consuming
power. I do not believe there isa world
that has been in existence from the

time when Copernicus, the astronomer,'|. -

knocked on the door of Heaven, to the
world that last week came within sight
of the observatory at Greenwich, but
has heard of our terrific terrestrial ex-
%eﬂm_ ,and the awful object lesson
as thrilled the multi-millions of stellar
nnd,“_hr, vO Bt ‘ 28t ¥

OYAL

: IS THE

Best Baki’ng\ Powder

The Officlal Government Reports:

The United States Government, after elaborate
tests, reports the RovaL Bakine Powper to be of
greater leavening strength than any other.
letin 13, Ag. Dep., p. 599.)

The Canadian Official Tests, recently made, show
the RovaL Baking Powper highest of all in leaven-
ing strength. (Bulletin 10, p. 16, Inland Rev. Dep.)

In practical use, therefore, the Rovar Baxkine
PowpEeRr goes further, makes purer and more perfect

food, than any other.

Government Ghemists Certify:

“The Royal Baking Powder is composed of pure and
wholesome ingredients. It does not contain either alum or phos-
phates, or other injurious substances,

“The Royal Baking Powder is undoubtedly the purest
and most reliable baking powder offered to the public,

“Hengry A. MotT, M. D., Pu.D.”,

“The Royal Baking Powder is purest in quality and high-
est in strength of any baking powder of which I have

The Government Report shows all other baking
powders ltested to contain alum, lime
or sulphuric acid.

(Bul-

“Epwarp G. Love, Pu.D.”

owledge.
“Wu. MCMURTRIE, PH. D.”

BorstoNn—*1 will take you down to my

own tailor; I know you can trast him.”

Hubbard—‘‘That's not it. What I want is

to find some one who will trust me.”—Inter
n,

“Para, did I hear you say that money
talks?” ‘‘Yes, Willie,”” ‘Is that why the
have ?nrrota on the backs of the silver dol-
lars?

e
THE man who is ‘‘alon’e with his thoughts'
often is surrounded by the deepest solitude.
~Texas Siftings.

WHEN some men see how some people
get along in the world they somstimes re-
gret their own honegt,y.-—ldh

Fine Playing Cards,

Send ten cents in stamps to John Bebas-
tian, Gen'l Ticket and Pass. A{L C,R. L
& P. Ry, Chicago, for a pack of the “Rook
Island” f‘laylng Cards. They are acknowl-
edged the best, and worth five times the
cost. Bend money order or postal note for
50c., and will send five p by express,
prepaid.

Rion was introduced im Europe by the
Baracens. It1s introduced into the Chinese
with chop-sticks.

SR AN
MoVicker’s Theater, Chicago.

Four weeks, commencing December 19,

Miss Pauline Hall and her opera company
ia the opera of ‘‘Puritania.”

After all Jay Gould died of ¢on- -
sumption. The doctors said he had
neuralgia and Jay offered a million
of dollars to any one who would
cure him of his trouble. It turned
out that he did ot have neuralgia
at all, but simply consumption.
Don’t you make this same mistake.
If you feel that your lungs are weak
or that you are subject to colds and
coughs, or if your throat be sore
and tender, get a bottle of Reid’s
German Cough and Kidney Cure
and take it freely. It contains ne
poison and it is the only cough
remedy on the market that minis~
ters to all of the excretory organs.
The small bottles cost twenty-five
cents, large size fifty cents. Every
druggist has it.

SYLVAN REMEDY €O., Peoria,lll.

{1yl
0”“ DR, J. STEPHEN;

S@NAME THIS PAPER every ume you wrile.

mu o:::klumof |
| ma, should use Piso's Cure £

WIEN WRITING TO ADVERTISERS PL
state that you saw the Advertisement in
paper. ; S
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Flooring

Common Boards. ...

Fencin,
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THE 8POT
_AND CURES.

Where

To the nearest drug store for a bottle of Dura

s He

Remedy, a medicine that never fails to cure rheumatism,
It is taken internally and does the work promptly, without drugging

the system with poisons.

- This is not anew remedy that you need walt for your neighbor
try, to see how it works, as It has been before the public eighteen
years and cures when everything else falls.

CENERALS SHERMAN and LOCAN were its out-
spoken friends, and never failed to recommend.

Duting the past g'ear the bottle has been enlarged to FOUR TIMES

its original size an

the remedy greatly improved, so that we now offes

you the best treatment for Rheumatism known to medical sclence.
The price Is onedollar a bottle, or six bottles for five dollars, and Is

sold by all reliable dealers in drugs. :
OUR 4o0-page PAMPHLET SENT FREE BY MAIL.

DURANG’S RHEUMATIC REM

1316 L STREET, WASHINGTON, D. O,
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Will be given special attention in a series of complete page asticles in

The Ladies’ Home Journal

for 1893. These papers are calculated to meet the needs Qfﬁlouwb
are in search of fresh suggestions for entertainments in the home. Page

features will be made of

Musical Evenings in the Home
Pretty Luncheons and Dainty Teas
Out-Door Fetes for Summer

New Ideas for Children’s Parties
Church Fairs and Church Sociables
To Entertain an Evening Company

for which twenty pens of the best authorities on
have been employed.

$oeoe

home entertainment

Subscription Agm wanted Pmﬂt&bh" Work




