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private citizen ever lived in say
or country of the world who gave
pemunerative employment to as many
“persons as Jay Gould did.
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‘CHICAGO is agitating the question of
increasing the annual saloon license to
#1,000. This increase is proposed for
$wo reasons;first, to increase the city's

“vevenue, and second, to improve the
- sharacter of the saloons.

*  ALVINZA HAYWARD, one of the
sarliest of the gold millionaires o
Dalifornia, is very old and feeble fow.
He is worth probably 820,000,000 or
more, but has dropped completely out
o sight behind the newer bonanzaists.

S ittt
THE German health officials have
issued the official statement that of
40,647 cases of cholera reported this

ol

year, 1 ed |
RS SR SN SV RO faih, prov | $24.69,and balance in treasury $7,666.18.

fatal. The Boston Herald wonders if
this includes the 28,000 cases and 11,000
deaths which * occurred in Hamburg
alone.

EvVERY president of the United States
40 farhas either been a lawyer, a sol-
fier, or both. Washington, William H,
‘Harrison, Taylor and Grant were sol-
fliers: Monroe, Jackson, Pierce, Hayes,
Barflield and Benjamin Harrison were
goldiers and lawyers, while all the rest
were lawyers.
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; BENATOR PROCTOR, of Vermont, cone
templates erecting in Washington an
elegant mansion, built of marble from
his own state and town, and designed
in a Romanesque style. The walls of
the dining-room will be of Mexican
onyx. The cost of the residence is esti-
wmated at $200,000.

A PERIODICAL issued in the interest of
the Chicago World's fair contains an
article by Prince Bismarck, in which
he says: ‘“International exhibitions I
regard as-a necessary evil Large
bodies congregate not so much for pur-
poses of assiduous and profitable study
s to indulge in indiscriminate curiosity
and trivial sight-seeing.”

IN making a great blast of rock near
Rocheport, Mo., it was moted that a
large fragment strucka sandbar in the
Missouri and vapished out of sight. In-
wvestigation revé%led that the rock had
sunk through the sand into the wreck
of the government supply steamer Buf-
fington, sunk by Bill Anderson and his
gang in 1864, The huliand many relics
bave been found. :
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PRESIDENT-ELECT CLEVELAND had a
brother who many years ago lived at
New Albany, Ind. He was a house and
sign painter. He enlisted in the war
and came out with the rank of lieuten-
ent. In 1864 he took passage the
-steamer at New Orleans for Ne ork.
“The vessel reached port in safety, but if
Lieut. Cleveland was among the passen-
wers that landed it was never known to
this friends. It is believed that he was
lost overboard.

SoME one with patience for investiga~
tion has discovered that among the
great men of the world blue eyes have
always predominated. Socmates, Shakes
speare, Locke, Bacon, Milton, Goethe,
Franklin, Napoleon and Renan all had
blue eyes. The eyes of Bismarck, Glad-
stone,  Huxley, Virchow and Buchne
are also of this color, and all the presi-
dents of the United States, except Gen.
Harrison, enjoyed the same cerulean.
color as to their optics.

THE experiments with the new Mann-
licher rifle by government experts have
proved satisfactory. It fires 120 rounds
a minute, and is sighted at 2,700 yards,
and is of smaller bore than previous
Mannlichers. The bullets have an in-
creased velocity, the weight of the car-
tridges is lessened, and the recoil is re-
duced to the winimum. Shots can be
fired in rapid succession, or at any de-
sired interval. Though it poursout a
hail-storm of bullets, it does not become
too hot to handle,

In Cochin, a town on the coast of
“Travancore, a state in India, there is a
small body of Jews who are called
white Jews, because their skin is fair
and their hair light, They were once

.. wery numerous along this coast, but in
©Lochin, where they have a quarter all
1o themselves, there are now only some
200 of them. They have dwelt here for

~hundreds of years as a distinct race and

. <laim to be descendants of,the Jews

- who fled from Jerusalem after its de-

struction by the Romans (A. D. 70).
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TaE latest scheme for Negro emigra-

is to send thousands of colored peo-

ole to Brazil. John M. Brown, the col-

ccounty clerk of Shawnee county,

is president of the association.

0 years ago he headed the exodus

E seventy thousand Negroes to Kansas.

claims that the climate is most fa-

e, and that there is now a large

population in a country which

il support millions. The government

3) favors the scheme, Brown

that tens and even hundreds of

s will go from the cotton
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 league of this city was delivered by
“George Chance, of Typographical union

' “ee on credentials a recess was taken

. I SEHALF OF LAEOR,
The Apierican Federation Begins Its An=

nual Convention In Philadeiphia—Presl
‘dent Gompers’ Xddress, - -

PriLADELPriIA, Dec. 13.—President |

Bamuel Gompers opened the twelfth
snnual session of the American feder-
ation of labor in Independence hall at
10 a. m. Monday. An address of wel-
come in behalf of the Union Labor

No. 2.

President Gompers replied briefly for
the federation, thanking the laboring
men of Philadelphia for their welcome
and for the admonitions that had been
given. “Itis lamentable,” he declared,
“that - judges should stoop so low
to arrive at such despicable ends,
a8 has been witnessed recently in Penn-
sylvania.” He ascribed these wrongs
to two causes: The comparative lack
of organiz2ion among the laboring
men of the state; and the devotion of
wage workers to partisans first and to
their class interests last.

After the appointment of a commit-

until afternoon. 3

Treasnrer J. B. Lennon’s financial
*eport for the fiscal year ending No-
vember 1 gives the total receipts as
$25,990.87; the total 'xpenditnm $18,-

In the afternoon.President Gompers delivered
his address. Perhaps the most interesting part
of the document {s the réview of
the labor troubles of the past year. Mr.
Gompers scores the authorities and em-
ployers and declares that in ‘each of
these labor struggfes the employers—the cor-
porations—have simply made a request and the
armed forces of the state and of the United
States were at their bidding. Of the Home
stsad trouble he says:

*At Homestead, where the iron and gteel-
workers were offered a wholesale re-
dujtion in their wages, an armed band
of marauders, sailing under no flag, oWw-
ing allegiance to no state or country (and,
consequently, by the law of all nations, consid-
ered pirates], was brought by the corporations
to invade that peaceful town, to aid in the ef-
fort to supplant their labor by a poorer and de-
moralized set of human beings. The men of
Homestead, seeipg theft -liberties’ endangered,
took up arms against the invaders and sepelled
mm-'l

Mr. Gompers also devoted considerable space
to the troubles in Tennessee and at Buffalo and
Coewr d’Alene, and says:

“These cases certainly call for the.serious
consideration of the delegates to this conven-
tion. They are fraught with pregnant and’
burning 'questions of the hkour. War has
practically been declared against the labor
organizations, and war measures resorted
to In the efforts to crush them. But
will they be crushed? We answer no. The
labor movement is the manifestation of that
unrest born of the conviction that injustice
prevalls which needs remedying and supplant-
ing by justice and right. The labor movement
voices the aspirations of toiling masses 8s well
a8 lays bare their wrongs. It is the jneans
through which tyranny is held in check; ftlives
in their minds and hearts, and will net and
cannot be crushed.”

Referring to the Knights of Labor, My. Gom-
pers sald that, in obedience to the instrnctions
of the Birmingham convention last year, the
general officers of the knights had been
invited to a conference with the federa-
tionn A discourteous and insoleat an-
swer was returned and mnothfhg further
had been done. The knights were re’erred to
as manifesting petty and great antagonism.
The speaker declared in favor of po'itical ae-
tion by organized labor and on the eight-hour
question said it was their duty to kesp up the
fight until a substantial reductica in the
day's labor of the masses bad been
attained. He urged that %he alien
contract labor law should be made more strin-
gent, that ‘all immigrants should »s subject to
return until two years after their arrivalin this
country, and that the employirg contractor
should be held liable for five years after the ar
rival of the contract laborer.

Regarding the world’s fair flunaay-closiag
question the president insists that congress
should have refrained from legislating upon a
subject entirely foreign to it® sphere, and
urges ar appeal to that body to repeal the Sun-
day-closimg clause.

Secretary Evans, in his annnal report, said
that during the year ending Octaber 31 277 char-
ters had been issued to local unions and state
federations, and eight charters to national
unions. The tptal receipts were §25,000, and the
expenses §18,324.

Resolutions were introduced at the
request of Typograpical union No. 16
of Chicago denouncing the proposed
awarding of the contract for the
world’s fair catalogue to a non-union
publishing house and demanding that
the work be given to a union concern.
The resolutions, after some discussion,
were adopted.

DELUGED BY WATER.

The Bursting of a Main in Chicago Causes
a Loss of About $100,000.

CHICAGO, Dec. 18.--A water main
burst at the corner of Fifth avenue and..
Congress street at 7 a. m. Monday and
flooded anumber of basements in the im-
mediate vicinity before the water office
could be notified and the water shut
off. So great was the pressure from
the main tuat for a distance of a block
on either side of the break the pave-
ment was thrown up in a great mound
several feet above the level of the
street. The main was the principal
source of supply for the West side and
many manufactories in that portion of
the city were compelled to shut down
for want of water.

A great amount of suffering was
caused by the bursting of the main,
and the ‘'damage to property is at least |
$50,000. = Many poor people lived in
basements near the break, and a num-
ber of families were rendered home-
less and destitute. The basements of
the humble homes are from six to fif-
teen feet below grade, and into them
the water pcired like a cataract. Near-
ly every bzsement was inhabited by ene
or more families, and a wild
scramble to get out ensued
among thosé who were not too
sick to rise: In many instances both
mothers and children escaped with just
the clothing they had on when the
flood of water rushed in upon them.
In several instances the lives of the
sick were only saved by promptitude
end heroism. ’ :

“'Was Dragged Twenty Miles.
~ "EAxnsas City, Mo., Dec. 18 —Frank
Mabry, a professional burglar, was one '
of a number of prisoners to escape .
from the county jail here Friday.
Bunday night he broke into. the
banking house of Hardness,
Wilkemann & Raussell, and, failing in

| an effort to open the vault, he took all

of the money in the drawer and other |

.| valuables, = Monday morning he at-

fempted to leave town on the trucks
‘of a Union Pacific tra 'n‘.% and, falling,”
_was drugged 20 miles. When found his
Jegs had been beaten off. The rm ofs
fizial identified him.  He had all of the
stoien property on Lis person. |

‘U;y Gould’s Last Testament

8 HIS WILL FIL

: in the
Hands of the Preper Authorities—It
Disposes of $72,000,000—The Bequests
Made.

New Yesx, Dec. 18.—A will contain-
ing six thousand words and disposing
of $72,000,000 worth of property was
filed for probate in : Ran-
som’s court Monday afternoon by Judge
John F. Dillom. It was #bhat of the
late Jay Gould. Judge Dillon stated
that the original documents con-
tained nothing new or additional

to the facts that have beem already |

published. Probate Clerk Tierney at
once issued citations to the heirs and
next of kin for the probate of the will
which are made returnable the
latter part " this month. An
affidavit of the exéeutors, George
J. Gould, Helen M. Gould, Ed
win and Howard Gonld, was
filed with Probate €lerk Tierney and
shows the value of the real estate
which Mr. Gould left in this state to be
$2,000,000, and the value of the.person-
al property in this state left by him to
be $70,000,000.

The affidavit shows those who have
an interest in the estateand what their
interest consists of. They are as fol-
lows:

Sarah B. Northrop, $25,000, a life annuity of
2,000 and a life estate in real estate of the
value of $15,000. Ida, Mary G. and Alice North-

rop, contingent interest under the will, the
value of which is not given.

%gons G. Hough, ta.ooo and o life annuity of

Eiizabeth Polen, $25,000 and a life annulty of
£2,000.

Abraham Gould, §25,000 and a life annuity of

000,

Helen M. Gould, personal property of the es-
timated value of $100,000 and $6,000 a month
during the minority of her infant brothers and
sisters. The value of this devise is put at
$250,000,

Edwin Gould, the value of his devise in put at
$60,000.

Jay Gould, Jr., is given $500,000

George J. Gould, cash, bonds and stock of
the par value of $,000,000, less the amount
advanced for the purchase of the house, 857
Fifth avenue.

Kingdon, Marjorie G., Helen V., childaren of
George J. Gould, have a contingent-.interess
in the will, the value of which is not men-:
tioned Y
. Thé children—George J., Edwin, Helen M.,
Howard, Anna and Frank J. Gould—all have a
life interest in the residue of the estate, the
value of which is not mentioned,

The provisions of the will are prac-
tically the same as those in the symop-
sis heretofore published in these dis-
patches.

HARD HIT,

By 8 Decision of the United States Su-
preme Court, the Southern Pacific Rail.
way Loses Its Title to Millions of Doi~
lars’ Worth of California Lands.
WasHINGTON, Dee. 18.—The supreme

court of the United States in an opinion

delivered by Associate Justice Brewer,
decidea the long pending controversy
between the United States and the

Southern Pacific railroad over certain

valuable lands situated between the

Colorado river and Pacific ocean

within the limits of the grant

to the Atlantic ‘& Pacific Rail-
road = Company, and which the

Southern Pacific claimed as successor

to the. Atlantic & Pacific.. The court

below decided for the Southern Pacifio

Company in all the cases. Justice

Brewer held that the title of the lands

in question vested in the Atlantic &

Pacific were forfeited by the act

of congress in 1888 and did

not pass to the Southern Pacific rail-

road, but was thereby restored to the

| public domain; and therefore the title

rests in the United States. The de-
cision of the lower court is reversed
with instructions to issue a decree giv-
ing to the United States the  relief
asked. The property in question is
Wiued at several millions of dollars,
consisting of land worth $40 to $50 an
acre.

BEEF AND HOG EXPORTS.

Total Values Show a Large Increase When
Compared with Last Year.

WasHiNGTON, Dec. 18.—The chief of

the bureau of statistics reports to the
treasury department that the total
values of the exports of domestic beef
and hog products from the United
States during the month of November,
1892, as compared with similar exports
during the corresponding period of the
previous year were as follows: Novem-
vember, 1893, $10,448,524; November,
1891, $9,040,584.
- The value of the exports of dairy
products were: November, 1892, $646,«
526; 1891, -'§401,584. Seven months
ended November 30, 1892, $7,577,149;
1891, $7,422,685.

The values of the exports of beef and
hog products from New York during
the month of October, 1892, were, $6,~
236,921; Boston,  $2,907,574; Philadel-
phia, $518,551; Baltimore, $614,714.
For Oct?ber. 1891: New York, $4,806,-
681; Boston, $2,543,586; Philadelphia,
$252,656; Baltimore, $1,149,835.

THE PRESIDENT’S CHOICE.

Several Important Nominations Sent to
the Senate.

WasrINGTON, Dec. 18.—The president
has sent to the senate the following
nominations: Peter 8. Grosscup,
United States district judge for the
northern district of Illinois; Charles C.
Cole, of the District of Colum-
bia, to be associate justice of the su
preme court of the District of Columbia,
vice James, retired. Genio M. Lam-
bertson of Nebraska to be assistan$
secretary of the treasury, vice A.
B. . Nettleton, resigned. James W.
MeDill of Iowa to be an inter-
state commerce commissioner, reap-
pointmeunt; Person C. Cheney, of New
Hampshire, envoy extraordinary and
minister plenipotentiary of the United
States to Switzerland. ¢ -

Texas’ Cotton Crop. : 3

SAN ANTONIO, Tex., Dec. 13.—=It it
predicted by reliable and conservative
eotton brokers here who have received
reports from all sections of the' state
during the past weel, that the Texas
output this season will not fall short of
2,000,000 bales. That of 1891 was 2,200,
i”o- P ® : “,,7’~ 5
ki Found Guilty of Arson.
¢ Mapison, Ind., Dec. 13.—The jur
‘the case of Patrick Duffy Sa.turdg ad-
judged him' guilty of arson in fiing
several buildings one week ago and
fixed his punishment at fifteen ysare’
tmprisonmenst.  ° 55

DIED IN PRISON. '
Martin One of the Murderers of Dr.

Mm Away in the Peniten~

tiary Hospital at Joliet—His Conunection

with the Crime.

JovixT, IlL, Dec. 10.—Martin Barke
fs dead, and the mouth of another Cro-
min
died and made no sign. Of tae con-
victed murderers only Dan Coughlin
remains. He is servinga sentence
in the prison. 0O’Sulli iceman,
died last winter withouf making any
public confession. With the death of
Burke the unpunished conspirators ob-
tain new safety. Burke has been fail-

.ing for months, wasting away with

econsumption. For weeks he lay in the
hospital. A momth age it became ap-
parent that his case was hopeless.

~ When Burke first entered the peni- |

tentiary in January, 1800, he was
placed in the cooper shop. He re-
mained there until last summer, when
he contracted a severe cold which
steadily grew worse and necessitated
his change to lighter work. After a
short period in the shoe shop he went
to the ‘‘idle room” for three weeks, and
afterward was removed to the hospital,
quick consumption having developed.

Since his entry to the hospital Burke
has steadily declined, and Dr. Fred-
erick, the prison surgeon, who made
an examination Friday ef the man’s
condition, expressed the epinion that
he could not live more than a week.
His end, however, came rather unex-
pectedly.

Burke was well aware that his end
was near at hand, and being an ardent

Catholic, asked that Father Daniel, of :

Joliet, come to see him. Fdther Daniel
went early Friday morning, and after
talking with the surgeon and with
Burke administered the last sacraments
of the church to the dying man.

As he was sitting in a chair Friday
evening talking to the comviet nurse
about his case he referred to the last
examination made by Dr. Frederich
and said: *‘Well, I guess it is all np;
it’s- all right, anyway.” After soma
further conversation he reverted to his
approaching death and said: *“If I die
I want Forrest to come down and take
my body to my folks.” He referred to
W. 8. Forrest,, who conducted his eas
and has since been busy in carrying -
the Cronin case to the supreme court.

Burke had hardly made this refer-
ence to Forrest before his whole frame
was shaken by a sort of convulsion,
His head fell forward. There was a
gasp or two and he_was dead. There
was no hemorrhaband death came
comparatively easy ™

The prison officials say that, to theix
knowledge, Burke has never spoken a
word about the Cronin case since he
has been in the prison. He not onl
never mentioned it of his own accord,
but would decline to discuss'it when it
was brought up. He was on friendly
terms with the attendants and talked
freely on ill other subjects.

Burke's connnection with the Cronin murder
was believed to be that of & hired man. He
never stood high in the councils of the conspir-
ators, but took his orders from “Dan” Cough-
lin. It was he who assisted in fitting up the
Carlson cottage and making arrangements for
thre killing. According te a partial con-
fession, said to have been made by Iceman
O'Sullivan, Burke waited inside the doorway
of the Carlson cottage on the night of the mur
der armed with a club. O'Sullivan, who did
not know that murder was to be done. hurried
from the house and standing outside heard the
blows and Dr. Cronjn’s shriek. This story cor-
roborated the theory of the prosecution. Itwas
supposed that Burke struck the fatal blows.

Burke appeared early in the conspirady and
was seen by Hakan Martinson, the express
driver, when the furniture purchased by the
mysterious ‘J. B. Simonds” or “Williams”
arrived at the cottage March 22, 1880. It was
claimed on the trial that Burke had previously
been seen at the rooms that were prepared at
117 Clark street and afterward vacated. Burke,
from all accounts, was an ignorant working-
man, unscrupulous and prejudiced, entirely un-
der the influence of the shrewder members of
Camp20. When the cottage had been rented
Burke was seen by the Carlsons, who lived next
door, and he told them his brother, who was an
invalid, was coming to occupy the rented house.

After the murder and the finding of Dr. Cro-
nin’s bedy Burke did not figure as a suspect
until he had been described by the Carlsons
and Martinson, the expressman. Descriptions
of him were sent broadcast and on June
17 he was arrested at Winnipeg, Manitoba.
‘When taken into custody he threatened that
some one would suffer for his arrest. On June
21'he was fully indetified by Martinson and
Officer Collins. There was some trouble in se-
curing extradition papers and Burke was held
by the dominion authorities to wgait further evi-
dence. On June 29 Burke and six others were
indicted by the grand jury. On June 80 the
court at Winnipeg . ordered his extradition,
further identification having been made by
Charles Carlson. ' On July 24 Burke's lawyers
made anunsuccessful attempt to seeure his re-
leasc Not until August 5did the prisoner-reach
Chicago.- He was kept under guard at the peo-
lice stations until August 8, when he was re-
moved to the county jail.

The next day he was arraigned and pleaded

‘“not guilty.” The trial began August 30, Every

web of evidence drew Burke deeper into the
dark conspiracy.” 1t was shown that he pre--
pared the cottage, was there on the nightof
the murder with Coughlin and others, with
whom he had been drinking, and that previous
to the killing he had indulged in threats of a
violent nature. During the long trial he re-
mained stubbornly indifferent and received his
life sentence with no show of emotion The
prosecution never had much hope of securinga
confession from him, O'Sullivan being the one
whom they thought might “squeal” after #
year or two of imprisonment.

Martin Burke belonged to that class o
Irish with the transmitted hatred of centuries
for informers ir his heart, and his impulsive
nature and uncultivated ‘mind made him an
easy tool of those who wished to play upon his
patriotism. To an Irishman with nationalist
feelings an informer is the worst detested and
the vilest thing on earth, and he who puts such
aone outof the way is regarded as a hero by
Irish revolutionists of extreme views. If
Burke -had any hand in the murder of Dr.
Cronin it was, his friends say, becausehe was
led by knaves to believe that the doctor vas
an informer and in the pay of England. Ig-
norant, devoted, and without any of the finer
social feelings, he would naturally be selected
for o -desperate deed. His  vanity cauld be
played upon until he was brought to the belief
that to assassinate a man denounced as an in-
former by those whom he trusted was to play
the keroic role of an avenging patriot

.

Operatives Starving.

Loxpox, Dee. 10.—A¢t the close of the
week there are 80,000 non-union eotton
operatives out of work in Lancashire,
The ' deepest distress prevails among:
them.  Already everything availa- |
ble has gone to the. pawnshops,
which are filled with pledges iof alls

kinds. The majority of the sufferers !

ars unable to obtain credit, and are.
foodless and fireless at a period when

| the weather 18 unusually Anclement.
T 3 ¥y are tﬁlmmﬂ'o to npply for pum

rélief, nevertheless the poor law offi-
cials are busy doing what is possible
for tha destitute.

eonspirator is thus sealed. He,

been
tion only
the stocks on the 4th of March next.

“Our new navy, including all vessels built or
au now consists of the following ves-
sels: One gea-going .battleship (first class—
Jowa. Thres coast-line battleships (first-class)

ror, AmpLitrite. Two armored New
York, Braoklyn. One ram. Two proteoted cruis-

ympis, Beltimore,

cago, Pkiadelphia, San Francisco, Charleston,
Newark, ‘Boston, Atlanta, Cincinnavi, Raléigh,
Detroit, Montgomery, Marblehead. One dis-
patch vessel—Dolphin Six gunboats—York-
town, Concord, Bennington, Machias, Castine,
Petrel. One dynamite vessel—Vesuvius. One
practice vessel—Bancreft. Two torpede boats
—Cushing, No. 2, making a total of forty-two
vessels.

“All the sbove, with perhaps one er two ex-
ceptiers, are essential components of a
fully @eveloped naval force, but the rel-
ative coatribution to the defensive power
of the United States to be found fm
these groups of vessels is not te be
measured either by the number of ships
or the aumber of tons alone. The develop-
ment of the last four years has not been con-
fined to ships alone. At the beginning of this
administration the naval establishment was
entirely destitute of certain elements of efi-
clenoy, each one of which was indispensable
to its practical employment as a fighting force,
and the absence of which, it it had been pos-
sessed of a hundred ships, wonld still have left
it in a condition of paralysis. These were the
following; Armor, torpedoes, heavy rapid-fire
guns, armor-piercing shells, smokeless powder,
high explosives.

The secretary details at length noteworthy

gress in the production of these things, and

ys the progress noted; by which the United

tates has emerged from its condition of hel
lessness at sea and by the employment of its
own resources has distanced its most experi-
enced competitors, marks an epoch in naval de-
velopment not only of this country but of the
world.

Coming’down to a detailed statement as to
&rmor tests the secretary tells of the work ac-
complished, of the tremendous test to which
the Harvey nickel-steel armor plate was sub-
jected, as thé result of which improved meth-
ods were introduced in the Harvey process, and
continues: .

*‘T'ne result has never been equaled or even
approached before by any armor plate, Amer-
ican or foreign. It has demonstrated that
the United States, in the reconstruction of
its new navy, which ten years ago had no
existence even on paper, is enabled to
place upon each and all of its armored
vessels a material the like of which the
world, up to this time, has not seen; and that
while vast sums have been spent in plating the
sides of foreign men-of-war with an inferior ma-
terial, this country will employ for the purpose
an armor which is not only far more efficient,
but which represents unquestionably, having
reference to the dimensions of plates thus far
tested, the highest development of modern
science, and a development reached by its own
independent efforts.

“Following the example of the United States,
the English government four weeks ago held a
trial of the new American armor, and it is clear
from the highly successful results of the trial
that the United States, instead of being the last
in the race in the construction of vessels of war
or of borrowing its best ideas from abroad, has
set an example in this respect which ~ther
maritime powers will speedily follow.”

In reference ‘to ordnance of the nave the
secretary makes extended reference to develop-
ments promising greatly improved results.
Comment is also made at length as to powder
manufacture, high explosives and projectiles,
all showing progress of the most satisfactory
nature. With regard to torpedoes, while jhe
Howell torpedo has not gone much beyond the
stage of hope with which the department en-
tered upon a contract for its manufaeture four
years ago, yet the latest trials are giving great
promise. 2 .

The secretary speaks with much satisfaction
*ot the act to ‘‘encourage American ship huild-
ing,” under which the City of Paris ard City
of New York are admitted to American reg-
istry.

The aggreunsive policy of foreign nations con-
tinues, and this country, whether it will or
not, will soon be forced into a position whers
it catnot disregard measures which form a
standing menace to its prosperity and security.
On the isthmus our commerce is engaged in a
desperate fight to maintain its foothold. In
the south Pacific repeated annexations and
protectorates are extending the power and in-
fluence of the maritime staies of the old
world. Subsidized lines of ‘fast steamers are
completing the circle of maritime communi-
cation on the eastern and western coasts of
the Dominion of Canada and fortresses daily
increasing ‘in strength -are surrounding our
coast upon the south and eéast. Under these
circumstances 1t is imperative to the welfare of
this country that the policy of naval .
struction, so successfully carried on in the
past, should 'suffer no interruption in the
future- X

Much space is devoted to Interesting details
&8 to the eperations of ships in commission the
'ast year in Behring sea and elsewhere; on the
work of the marine hospital bureau in connec-
tion with cholera quarantine, etc. Interesting
gtatistics are given ag to the growth of the gov-
ernment toward establishing naval militia, the
creation of which is c¢haracterized as one of the
most important steps in our recent naval prog-
ress.

The estimates in the report for the fiscal year.
ending June 30, 1894, for navy and marine COTpS,
including those for public works and increasea
navy, are §24,471,498, being §2,713,141 less than
those for the lagt fiscal year.

FIRE RUINS A TOWN.

Sumter (S. C.) Opera House and Princl.
pal Buildings Burned to the Ground.,

SuMTER, 8.  C.,, Dec. 12.—About 9
,o'clock  Friday night a fire started

'in the opera house during the per-
formance by the Chick Company..

The flames spread rapidly and soon the

~opera house was in ruins, with burning
. buildings all around. The theater and -
‘eight  business’ blocks were entirely

consumed. The fire department did ail

Jmiits power, but the fiames raged five

Jurs ané leveled the principal busi-

ness blocks in the town. Losses and

ih‘nnmoo sannot yet be estimated.

95, and :
coliected during the year was 1133,220.44,
813,603.87 was realized on penalties i
former years.
During the past fiscal year

”um‘ : 4 :
have been filed aggregate about £40,000,000,

senting in all #83,151,050. The _
such claims disposed of is $1,8/3,757. 1 _

claims for investigation and findings betweer
9,000 10,000 elaims for the taking of
{njury 'ty ‘of ‘persons assw
have been loyal during the civil s
amount demanded aggregating nearly $400,
000:° Under the act of March 8, 1883, C

the Bowman act, 248 cases were disposed
during the year, the mre&a‘o _claims co!
by said cases being $2,583 930, In 158 of
cases findings were made against the govern-
ment and for an aggregate sum of §485,546 .

'tllegedmkingof supplies and other p

partment has reliable information thats
titude of additional claims, aggrega

tion either in fact or in law, being presented
by persons, or the representatives of persons,
Who were not loyal to the govern.
ment during the war, i8 every day made clear
in the evidence evolved in their defense. Une
less congress shall put some new barriér be-
tween the treasury and these claims, it is im-
possible to predict the amount the government
may be called upon to pay thereon.”

The report says that numerous prosecutions
bave been begun against trusts, combinations,
eté., but these corporations hiave hedged thems-
selves in with great care and skill go as te
svoid the law 1if possible. Cases now pending
will determine the validity of the statute, and
if declared valid the evidence already accumue
lated will be valuable, ;

The cases against the Pacific railroads to
compel them to maintain telegraph lines for
governmental and ‘commercial purposes have

.been pushéd with vigor, but delays have peen
obtained by the railroads.

The attorney general says: *I desire tore-
new the recommendation contained in my last
report that section 1 of the act of August 18,
1888, be amended by inserting the proviso in
italies after the word ‘4nhabitant’ in the follow-

| ing sentence—namely: ‘and no civil suit shall
| be brought before either of said courts againss
any person by any original process
or  proceedings in any other  dis-
trict than that whereof he is
en inhabitant,’ provided that any foreign
eorporation may be sued in any distyict where
1t may be found, process to be ser as in like
cases in the state where said suit or action is
brought. Such an amendment would restore
the iaw to what it was for a century prior
to the act of March 8, 1887, and would im-
pose on these corporations a liability to
be sued corresponding to the right they
enjey to sue plaintiffs, and to remove
suits in which they are defendants.
many localities these great corporations ha

an unwarranted Influence among the peop
‘ who are summoned as jurors in the state courts,
{'and it is not just that the Southern Pacifio
| company, which, though chartered in Kentucky,
{ does not own any property in that state, and
has no offices or officers there except a mere
clerk, but which operates vast lines of
railroad in the state of California,
where it holds and controls millions
of dollars  of property and holds  its
directors meeting and maintains its general
offices, shall be exempt from suit in the United
States courts of California and the litigant be
required 1o go to Kentueky to enforce his
ckims, and after obtaining a judgment there
(if he is fortunate enough to find any person
upon whom to obtain service) be compelled to
go to California and sue there upon the judg-
ment or decree in gtate courts,” :

He recommends that provision be made for
the construction of the three prisons authorized
by the Fifty-first congress. The total number
of United States prisoners in custody during
the year was 3,090.

president during the year was seventy-one ous
of 505 applicants. Sentence was commuted in
ninety-two eases.

The only constitutional question of any im-
portance decided against the government, the
attorney general says, was the one raised in
the Counselman case under the interstate com-
merce law.

The attorney general renews the recommens
dations made in his last annual report for fed-
eral recognition of degress in the crime of mur-
der, for remedial legislation for Alaska, for the
correction of evils of the fee system, and for
the allowance of writs of error in criminal
cases. On this last-mentioned  subject

law now stands it is in the power of a single
district judge, by quashing an indictment, to
defeat any criminal prosecution instituted by
the government, and to annul as againss the
government any criminal statute enacted by
congress, and there is no
way to right the wrong.

MRS. COMLEY MURDERED:

George Taylor, R;;tly Released from
Prison, Suspected of the Deed..

_body and ber throat cut. S8he had fought

though money was evidently the incen-
tive, it is said that the murder may have

Taylor, who was recently 1cleased from
the state prison, where he had been
imprisoncd for robbing Mrs. Comley’s
house, is suspected of the crime.

SHOT FROM AMBUSH.

dohn Roberts and His Son Fired Uj
 While Driving on the Road.

~ ATLANTA, Ga.,Dec. 8. ~John

& well-to-do planter, whil

on ‘the Sandtown road,

from Atlanta, was, with

year-old son, waylaid. .

clump of woods ane

shot from ambush W

erts stated that it w

believed to be

Cunningham, who

| Yengeance agiinst

Ing bis half beoth

Ro
beather.

Up to November 1 855 claims had been filed
aggregate of

&te attention of congress. There have als
ready Dbeen referred to the court of

“The claims of this class growing outof the

pushed sgainst the treasury. That a very large.
proportion of these el#ims have no just founda-

The number of convicts pardoned by the -

the atforney general says that as' the -

possible remedy. or

desperately with her murderer. Als

been actuated by revenge. George

@

NiLes; Mich., Dec. 9.—Mrs. Mary
Comley, an aged and wealthy lady, was =
found dead in her home here Wednes-
day night, having been shot through the




