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CONGRESSIONAL
Becoud tteMion.

/ The secend session ot the Fifty-second con-
s

p-ess convened st Washington on the 6th. Vice

President Morton called the senate to order.and

Chaplin Butler opened proceedings with prayer.
The usuad committees were appointed to Inform
the house and the president that the senate was

ready for business, after which an adjournment
was taken for the day.... Speaker Crisp called

the house together and the Mind chaplain. Rev.
Dr. Milburn, delivered a prayer. The creden-

tials of new members to fillvacancies were pre-
sented. Bills were introduced to open the

worM’s fair on Sundays; to change the time of
the meeting of congress to the first Monday in

March after election; to repeal the federal elec-

tion law, and to provide for the issue of *75,000,-
«06in bonds redeemable in coin at the option of

the United States after ten years, to be applied
to the payment of the deficiency in the United
States treasury.

DOMESTIC.

The electric light plant at Des

Moines, la., valued at 9100,000, was

ruined by fire.

Mbs. Ada Delong has been acquitted
©f murdering her Misband at Bingham-
ton, N. Y., November 4 last He beat

her and she shot him.

Agent Tingle, in his report of the

operations of the division of special
agents of the treasury department dur-

ing the last fiscal year, says that smug-
gling of dutiable merchandise across

the Canadian and Mexican frontiers
has largely increased during the past
year.

A fast train on the Erie road struck

a wagon at a crossing inElmira, N. Y.,
and Edward Blanchard and his wife

and Mrs. W. Conklin and Mrs. Maggie
Pitts were killed.

At Webb City, Mo., in the zinc-min-

ing region, a shaft was run into a bed

of subterranean fire.

The heaviest snowstorm prevailed
on Long Island since the blizzard of

1888, the fall being 2 feet.

A fire broke out in Hart’s sawmill

in Tacoma, Wash., causing a loss of

9100.009.
The public debt statement issued on

< the Ist showed that the interest and
non-interest bearing debt decreased

9397,452 during the month of Novem-

ber. The cash in the treasury was

916,035,117. The national debt, less the

cash balance in the treasury, amounts
to $834,913,881

The annual reports of the postmas-
ter general’s assistants show that dur-

ing the past year the inland mail serv-

ice cost $41,335,372 and the foreign
mail service $806,145. The net increase
of -post offices over the year was 2,790,
and the total number in the United
States is 67,119. There were 5,520,788
domestic mailable letters received at
the dead letter office and 557,643 domes-
tic unmailable letters.

The annual report of Superintendent
Kimball, of the life-saving service,
shows that there were 242 lives saved
last year, 18J. on the Atlantic and forty-
eight on the lakes, and twenty were

drowned. The total wrecks numbered

sixty, the loss being $5,078,510.
The government receipts last month

aggregated $28,750,000, against $27,000,-
000 in November, 1891, and in the five
months of the current fiscal year
amounted to $163,640,979. The expendi-
tures in the past five months were

9161,000,000.
Joseph Kane, a Lake Shore railroad

employe at Erie, Pa., killed his wife
and himself. Domestic trouble was the
cause. *

By the explosions of a locomotive

boiler at Brownsville, Pa., Engineer
Barry was killed and Fireman Neifert
was fatally hurt.

i A PACKAGE containing $2,000 was

Stolen recently from the United States

iExpress Company from a train on the

'.lllinois, Indiana & lowa railroad near

iDwight, UL
y>

I The aggregate internal revenue col-
lections of the United States during
the last fiscal year were $158,857,544.35.
' Several boats were capsized near

West Berkeley, Cal., and seven Italian
fishermen were drowned.

The street railroads of New Orleans
have been sold to a New York syndi-
cate for $10,000,000.

In the United States the leading
clearing houses reported exchanges of

91,382,966,386 during the 'seven days
ended on the 2d, against $1,108,600,048
the previous seven days. As compared
with the corresponding week of 1891
the increase was 8.8.

' Jack Fields was hanged at Wharton,
Tex, for the murder of Henry Kearby
;and his wife.

. ''Seven safes in the Equitable build-

ing in Chicago were blown open by
in one night and about $1,500

in cash secured. *

The county seat of Bayfield county,
Wis., has been removed from Bayard
to Washburn.

During the seven days ended on the
2d the business failures in the United
States numbered 269, against 209 the

preceding week and 330 for the cor-

responding time last year.
*

During the month of November

twelve men perished at the hands of as-

sassins in Chicago.
Foub of the desperadoes who held

up a Great Northern train near Malta,
Mont, were captured at Great Falla

A fire in a tenement house in Brook-

ly, N. Y., resulted in the deaths of

Michael Doyle and his little daughter.
An earthquake shock Was felt in

Chattanooga, Tenn., extending to the

summit of Missionary Ridge, an area

of about 2X miles square.
A babbed-wibe trust has been

formed with headquarters in Chicago
to control the output in the country.

Near Sanford, N. C-, two elderly
sisters named McDonald were killed by

Charles Anderson, aged 10, killed

his younger sister at Wichita, Kan.,
with a shotgun which he thought
smotv.

* *

Three new banks with an aggregate
capital of $1,400,000 opened their doors

Charles Buddensiek, the New York

builder who was sent to prison June 24,

1885, for manslaughter, has been dis-

charged from Sing Sing, his term hav-

ing expired.

The efficiency of the different corps
is the subject of comment in the an-

nual report of Secretary of War Elkins,
and the revival of the grade of lieuten-

ant general is urged. The expendi-
tures for the fiscal year ended June 30,

1892, were $51,218,970.52.

The superintended of immigration
shows that 979,663 immigrants arrived

in this country during the fiscal year
ended June 30, 1892.

The annual report of Secretary No-

ble to the president covers in detail the

doings of the interior department. The

work accomplished during the present
administration is shown to greatly ex-

ceed that of any like preceding period
in the history of the department

George W. Reed, press agent for the

Leslie Davis Dramatic Company, com-

mitted suicide at a hotel in Fort

Wayne, Ind.

The Elm Park Methodist church at

Scranton, Pa., which had just been

completed at a cost of $200,000, was de-

stroyed by fire.

Fire on the Northwestern coal dock

at Superior, Wis., caused a loss of SIOO,-
000.

Ernest Nicholson, a farmer, his

wife and two children, were drowned

in a creek near their home at Pleasan-

ton, Cal. They were driving through
the creek when the wagon upset.

By the caving in of a bank at Wood-

ville, Miss., the three littlegirls of Dr.

J. P. Carro were killed-

The entire business portion of Cum-

berland Gap, Tenn., was destroyed by
fire.

Most of the business part of Cran-

ford, N. J., was burned.

The treasury department has decided

that a Chinese boy inay enter the

United States for the purpose of re-

ceiving an education, provided he has

the permission of his own government
to visit the United States.

Col. T. H. Boyd, editor and propri-
etor of the Morning Olympian at

Olympia, Wash., was shot and killed at

Seattle by his wife. Domestic trouble

was the cause.

For many months a comparison of

outgoing and incoming steerage pas-

sengers in New York has shown the ar-

rivals greatly inexcess of the depart-
ures, but now the tide is turned the

other way and the departures are in

excess by the thousands daily.
Surgeon General Wyman, of the

Marine hospital service, in his annual

report to the secretary of the treasury
recommends that immigration be sus-

pended for at least one year from the

first of January next

Secretary Foster, of the treasury
department has submitted to congress
the book of estimates for the fiscal

year 1893-94. They aggregate $421,612,-
215. The appropriations for 1892-93
were $423,861,970.67.

David Block, manufacturer of tin-

ware in New York city, failed for

$132,000.

Postmaster General Wanamakeb

in his annual report says $5,000,000
have been added to the gross revenue,
the deficit has been reduced $1,000,000,
2,790 new offices have been established,
and the experiment of free delivery in

villages been successful. He also

says that one-cent letter postage is a

near possibility.
At the annual meeting in Baltimore

of the National Prison association

Judge Wayland, of New Haven, said

the three principal causes of crime
were unrestricted immigration, the

saloon and neglect of children. He

suggested as the remedy the perpetual
imprisonment of all habitual criminals,
paupers and drunkards.

Louis Newman, managing editor of

the German edition of the New York

Evening News, fell dead while at lunch

in a restaurant.

The pianoforte workers of Chicago,
New York, Philadelphia, Boston and
other centers of the industry have de-

cided to organize a national union.

Abthur Wiullmean commenced a

fifty days’ fast at Cleveland, O.

Parker Crane was arrested at Mid-

dletown, 0., and identified as an

escaped prisoner who was under sen-

tence of death at Vincennes, Ind., in

1883.

Fred Marsh, one of the most dan-

gerou& counterfeiters in the country,
was anested in Milwaukee.

An explosion of powder at Scottdale,
Pa., wrecked J. M. Bradley’s house and

fatally injured his two children.

A flood carried away part of the

dam of the Honey Lake Valley Land &
Water Company in Lassen county,
Cat, causing a loss of $50,000.

PERSONAL AND POLITICAL.

Gov. Tillman, of Edgefield, and

Lieut Gov. Eugene B. Gary, of Abbe-

ville, were inaugurated at Columbus,
B.C.

Chauncey Moblan and Annie Bell

were married in a New York city mu-

seum. The bridegroom is 21 years old

and weighs 442 pounds. The bride is a

ye'ar younger and tips the scale at 570

pounds.
Alice Maud Stone, for whom the

celebrated trotter Maud S. was named,
was married at her home in Cincinnati

to Albert Carey, of New York.

Henry Hayt, who was governor of

Pennsylvania from 1878 to 1888, died at
his home in Wilkesbarre, aged 62

years.
The funeral services of Dr. Scott

the president’s father-in-law, took place
in Washington, after which the re-

mains were taken to Washington, Pa.,
for burial.

The official count of the presidential
vote in Texas gives Cleveland 289,148;
Harrison, 77,475; Weaver, 99,888; Bid-

well, 2,165.
The official vote shows that at the

late election in Minnesota Harrison re-

ceived 122,736 votes; Cleveland, 100,579;
Harrison’s plurality, 22,157.

Harriet Foster Obb, widow of the

late Gen. Joseph Orr, died in La Porte,
Ind., aged 96 years.

The official canvass in Kansas for

members of the legislature gives the
nouse to the republicans and the sen-

ate to the populists. On joint ballot
the populists have a majority of one.

Jay Gould, the great financier and

railway king, died at his home in New

York of pulmonary consumption, aged
56 years. He leaves four sons and two

daughters, bis wife having died three

years ago, and a fortune estimated at

from $60,000,000 to <150,000,000.
Commander Roswell D. Hitchcock,

Jb., U. S. N., died in New York after a

few hours’ illness.

The oldest theatrical manager in the

United States, Jake E Esher, proprie-
tor of a theater in St. Louis, died at

the age of 64 years.
Maby Allen West, of Chicago, ed-

itor of the Union Signal, and for sev-

eral years one of the leading lights in
W. C. T. U. work, died in Tokio, Japan,
aged 55 years.

Capt. E. H. Vibgil, one of the pio-
ners in the express business and one

of the organizers of the National Ex-

press Company, died in Troy, N. Y„
aged 85 years. --

The official returns from the recent
election in Nebraska give the vote as

follows: Harrison, 87,218; Weaver, 82,-

256; Cleveland, 24,943. Harrison’s plu-
rality over Weaver, 4,957; over Cleve-

land, 62,270.
The funeral of Jay Gould took place

at his late residence in New York city.
Maj. Gen. Benjamin W. Brich, U. S.

A. (retired), died of congestion of the

lungs at his residence in Washington,
aged 76 years.

Frederick Bradley, one of the best

known marine underwriters in the

country, died at his home in Brookline,
Mass.

FOREIGN.

Flames at Buena Ventura, South

America, destroyed seventy buildings.
Gen. Diaz was inaugurated president

of the republic of Mexico for his fourth

term and the thirdconsecutively.
The famous church of St. Michael at

Vienna, erected in 1221 and visited by
tourists from all parts of the world,
was destroyed by fire. The church, con-

tained many tombstones from the six-

teenth to the eighteenth centuries

which were badly damaged by the

flames.

The Russian government has appro-

priated $8,000,000 to be devoted to the

relief of the inhabitants of the famine-

stricken districts of the empire.
• The Japanese cruiser Sheshinarukan

collided with the British steamer

Ravenna in the Island sea and was

sunk and eighty-five of the cruiser’s

crew were lost

Robert Olsen was hanged at Dor-

chester, N. 8., for the murder of Po-

liceman Joseph Steadman in Moncton,

August 1. •

M. Hannan & Co., wholesale cheese

and produce merchants at Montreal,
failed for $115,000.

Gen. Oppermann, who had the repu-
tation of being the actual planner of

the siege of Paris, died at Hanover,
Germany.

Twenty children ventured on the ice

at the Biederitz pond at Sagan, Ger-

many. The ice gave way and eight of
them were drowned.

Chinese pirates penned up eighty
women and children in the caves at

Quang Huyea and smoked them to

death.

Twenty-three persons concerned in

the cholera riots in Saratoff, Russia,
have been sentenced to be hanged and

fifty-six to be imprisoned in Siberia.
The lunatic wing of the poorhouse

at Lampis, Finland, was burned and

seven of the inmates were cremated.

A severe famine was prevailing in

Khiangmai, Burmah, and the American
missionaries were feeding the starving
people.

Five miners lost their lives by a fire

in the sulphur mines at Lucia, Sicily,
and ten others were fatally injured.

LATER.
"

In the United States senate on the

6th, after the president’s message had
been read, bills were introduced to re-

peal all statutes relating to supervisors
of election and special deputies and for
the suspension of immigration for one

year. In the 'house the president’s
message was read and a bill was intro-
duced for the better protection of com-

merce and to establish a national quar-
antine. Mr. Outhwaite (O.) announced
the death of Representative John G.

Warwick, and in respect to the memorv

of the deceased the house adjourned.
Dr. Werner Siemens, the eminent

electrician, died in Berlin, aged 75

years.
The annual report of Superintendent

White, of the railway mail service,
shows that for the year ended June 30

last the service handled the enormous

total of 9,585,862,589 pieces of mail
matter.

Nels Olander, a hardware dealer at

Hallock, Minn., was robbed in his store
of $2,360 in cash.

A tornado near Atlanta, Tex., swept
houses and outbuild ngs and left death
and destruction in its path. The home
of Samuel *McAdams was destroyed and
he and three children fatally hurt

A band of Cbilasi tribesmen attacked
a Cashmere guard near Chitral. India,
and fiftyof the former were kilMd.

The handsome building in Philadel-
phia of the Public Ledger, owned by
George W. Childs, was partially gutted
by fire entailing a loss of about $225,-
000.

During a gale in the province of
Catanza three vessels in the harbor of
Santa Veners, Italy, were wrecked and
ten persons were drowned.

ABurlington freight train broke in
two near Corona, Col., and the two

KJjirts collided, wrecking the greater
portion of the tr«dn and killing four

carpenters.
A fire inRaymond, N. H., destroyed

twenty-five buildings. Loss, SIIO,OOO.
The wholesale mercantile* firm of

Wilczinski & Nelson at Greenville,
Miss., failed, carrying down with it
three other firms, the total liabilities
being $400,000.

The entire business portion of Alex-

andria, Ind., was destroyed by fire.
The complete official returns of the

late election show North Dakota to
have been the closest state in the
union. Two republicans and one

fusion elector are chosen. Dahl (rep.)
for secretary of state has, 723 majority.
On the remainder of the ticket the

fusionists have from 1,000 to 2,000 mar

jority.

THE STORY OF RIZPAH.

Bev. T. DeWit Talmage Pays a

Tribute to Female Heroism.

The Greater- the Need the Greater the

Courage Displayed by Woman—

Every Age H»« Produced

Its Notable Heroines.

The following sermon was delivered

by Rev. T. DeWitt Talmage in the

Brooklyn Tabernacle from the text:

And Rizpah, the daughter of Alah, took Back-
cloth and spread itfor her upon the rock, from
the beginning of harvest until water dropped
upon them out of Heaven, and suffered neither
the birds of the dr to rest on them by day, nor
the beasts of the field at night—ll Samuel

axl.W.

Tragedy that beats anything Shake-

pearean. or Victor Hugoian. After re-

turning from the Holy Land I briefly
touched upon it, but I must have a

wjhole sermon for that scene. The ex-

plosion and flash of gunpowder have
driven nearly all the beasts and birds
of prey from those regions, and now

the shriek of the locomotive whistle
which is daily heard at Jerusalem will
for many miles around clear Palestine
of cruel claw and beak. But in the
time of the text those regions were

populous with multitudes of jackals
and lions. Seven sons of Sanl had been
crucified on a hill. Rizpah was mother

to two, and relative to five of the boys.
What had these boys done that they
should be crucified? Nothing except
to have a bad father, and grandfather.
But now that the boys were dead why
not take them down from the gibbets.
No. They are sentenced to hang there.
So Rizpah takes the sackcloth, a rough
shawl with which in mourning for her
dead she had wrapped herself, and

spreads the sackcloth upon the rocks
near the gibbets, and acts the part of a

sentinel watching and defending the
dead. Yet every other sen tinal is re-

lieved, and after being on guard for a

few hours someone else takes his

place. But Rizpah is on guard both

day and night-and for half a year. One
hundred and eighty days and nights of

obsequies. What nerves she must
have had to stand that Ah! do you
not know that a mother can stand any-
thing,

Oh! if she might be allowed to hol-
low a place in the side of the hill and

lay the bodies of hefr children to quiet
rest! If in some cavern of the moun-

tains she might find for them Christian

sepulture. Oh! if she might take them
from the gibbet of disgrace and carry
them still further away from the
haunts of men and then lie beside
them in the last long sleep! Exhausted
nature ever and anon falls into slum-

ber, but in a moment she breaks the

snare, and chides herself as though she
had been cruel and leaps up on the
rock shouting at wild beast glaring
from the thicket and at vulturous
brood wheeling in the sky. The thrill-

ing story of Rizpah reaches David and
he comes forth to hide the indecency.
The corpses had been chained to the
trees. The chains are unlocked with
horrid clank and the skeletons are let
down. Allthe seven are buried. And
the story ends.

But it hardly ends before you cry out:
What a hard thing that those seven boys
should suffer for the crimes of a father
and grandfather! Yes. But it is al-

ways so. Let everyone who does wrong
know that he wars not only as in this
use against two generations, Children

and grandchildren, but against all the

generations of coming time. That is
what makes dissipation and unclean-
ness so awfuL It reverberates in other
times. It may skip one geenration, but
it is apt to come up in the third gener-
ation, as is suggested in the ten com-

mandments, which say: “Visiting the

iniquities of the fathers upon
the children unto the third
and fourth generation.” Mind you,
it says nothing about the second

generation but mentions the third and
the fourth. That accounts for what you
sometimes see, very good parents with

very bad children. Go far enough back
in the ancestral line and you find the
source of all the turpitude.
“Visiting the iniquities of the
fathers upon the children, unto
the third and fourth generation.”
If when Saul died, the consequences of
his iniquity could have died with him,
it would not have been so sad. Alas,
no! Look on that hiM a tew miles out
from Jerusalem and see the ghastly
burdens of those seven gibbets, and
the wan and wasted Rizpah watching
them. Go to-day through the wards
and alms-houses, and the reformatory
institutions where unfortunate chil-
dren are kept, and yoh will find that
nine out of ten had drunken or vicious

parents. Yea, day by day on the streets
of our cities you find men and women
wrecked of evil parentage. They are

moral corpses. Like the seven sons of

Sr.ul, though dead, unburied. Alas for

Rizpah, who, not fer six months, but
for years and years has watched them.
She can not keep the vultures and the

jackals off.

Furthermore, this strange incident in
Bible story shows that attractiveness
of person an'd elevation of position are

no security against trouble.

Who is this Rizpah sitting in desola-
tion? One of Saul’s favorites. Her

personal attractions had won his heart
She had been caressed of fortune.
With a mother’s pride she looked on

her princely children. But the scene

changes. Behold her in banishment
and bereavement Rizpah on the rock.

Some of the worst distresses have
come to scenes of royalty and wealth.

What porter at the mansion’s gate has
not let in champing and lathered steed

bringing evil dispatch? On what tes-
selated hall has there not stood the
solemn bier? Under what exquisite
fresco has there not been enacted a

tragedy of disaster? What curtained
couch hath heard no cry of pain? What’
harp hath never trilled with sorrow?
What lordly nature hath never leaned

against carved pillar and made utter-
ance of woe? Gall is not less bitter
when quaffed from a golden chalice
than when taken from a pewter mug.
Sorrow is often attended by running
footmen, and laced lackeys mounted
behind. Queen Anne Boleyn la

desolate in the palace of Henry VIIT

Adolphus wept in German castles over

the hypocrisy of friends. Pedro L,
among Brazilian diamonds, shivered

with fear of massacre. Stephen, of

England, sat on a rocking throne. And

every mast of pride has. bent in the

storm, and the highest of

honor and fame are covered with per-
petual snow. Sickness will frost the

rosiest cheek, wrinkle the smoothest
brow and stiffen the sprightliest step.
Rizpah quits the courtly circle and sits
on the rock. *

Perhaps you look back upon scenes

different from those in which now from

day to day you mingle. You have ex-

changed the plenty and luxuriance of

your father’s house for privation and
trials known to God and your own

heart. The morning of life is flushed

with promise. 'Troops of calamities
since then have made desperate charge
upon you. Darkness has come Sor-
rows have swooped like carrion birds
from the sky, and barked like jackals
from the thicket. You stand amid

your slain, anguished and woe-struck.

Rizpah one the rock.

So it has been in all ages. Vashti

must doff the spangled robes of the

Persian court, and go forth blasted

from the palace gate. Hagar exchanges
oriental comfort for the wilderness of

Beersheba. Mary Queen of Scots must

pass out from flattery and pomp to
suffer ignominious death in the eastle
of Fotheringay. The wheel of fortune

keeps turning, and mansions and huts

exchange, and he who rode the chariot

pushes the barrow, and instead of the

glare of festal lights is the simmering
of the peatfire, and in place of Saul’s

palace is the rock. The cold rock, the

desolate rock.

But that is the place to which God
cornea Jacob with his head on a stone
saw the shining ladder. Israel in the

desert beheld the marshalling of the

fiery baton. John on barren Patmos

heard trumpeting and the clapping
of wings, and the stroke of seraphic
fingers on golden harps, and nothing
but Heavenly strength nerved Rizpah
for her appalling mission amid the
scream of wildbirds and the stealthy
tread of hungry monsters. The grand-
est visions of glory, the most rapturous
experiences of Christian love, the

greatest triumphs of grace have come

to the tried and the hard-pressed and

the betrayed and the crushed. God

stooping down from Heaven to comfort

Rizpah on the rock.

Again the tragedy of the text dis-

plays the courage of woman amid great
emergencies. What mother or sister or

daughter would dare to go out to fight
the cormorant and jackel? Rizpah did

it. And so would you if an emergency
demanded. Woman is naturally timid,
and shrinks from exposure and depends
on stronger arms for the achievement

of great enterprises. And she is often
troubled lest there might be occasions

demanding fortitude when she would
fail. Not so. Some of those who are

afraid to look out of door after night-
fall, and who quake in the darkness at

the least uncertain sound, and whojstart
at the slam of the door, and turn pale in
a thunder storm, if the day of trial
came would be heroic and invulnerable. *

God has arranged it it so that woman

needs the trumpet of some great con-

test of principle or affection to rouse

up her slumbering courage. Then she

willstand under the cross fire of oppos-
ing hosts at Chalons to give wine to
the wounded. Then she will carry
into prison and dark lane the message
of salvation. Then she willbrave the

pestilence. Deborah goes out to sound
terror into the heart of God’s enemies.

Abigail throws herself between a raid-

ing party, of infuriated men, and her

husband’s vineyards. Rizpah fights
back the vultures from the rock.

Among the Orkney islands an eagle
swooped and lifted a child to its eyrie
far up in the mountains. With the

spring of a panther the mother mounts
hillabove hill, craig above craig, height
above height; the fire of her own eye
Autflashing the glare of the eagle’s,
and with unmailed hand, stronger
than the iron beak and the terrible

claw, she hurled the wild bird down
the rocks. In the French revolution

Cazore was brought out to be executed
when his daughter threw herself on

the body of her father and said:

‘Strike, barbarians! You can not reach

my fatner but through my heart!”
The crowd parted, and, linking arms,
father and daughter walked out

free. During the siege of Saragossa,
Augustina carried refreshments to the

gates. Arriving at the battery of Por-
tilloshe-found that all the garrison had
been killed. She snatched a match
from the hand of a dead artilleryman
and fired a twenty-six pounder, then

leaped on it and vowed she would not
leave it alive. The soldiers looked in
and sawher daring, and rushed up and

opened another tremendous fire on the

enemy. The life of James I. of Scot-
land was threatened. Poets have sung
those times, and able pens have lin-

gered upon the story of manly endur-

ance, but how few to tell the story
of Catherine Douglas, one of the

queen’s maids, who ran to bolt the

door, but found the bar had been taken

away so as to facilitate the entrance of
the assassin. She thrust her arm into
the staple. The murderers rushing
against it, her arm was shattered. Yet
how many have since lived and died,
who never heard the touching, self-

sacrificing heroic story of Catherine
Douglas and her poor, shattered arm

You know how calmly Mme. Upland
went to execution and how cheerfully
Joanna of Naples walked to the castle
of Muro, an*’ how fearlessly Mme.
Grimaldi listened to her condemnation,
and how Charlotte Corday smiled upon
the frantic mob that pursued her to the

guillotine. And there would be no end
to the recital if I attempted to present
all the historical incidents which show
that woman’s courage willrouse itself
for great emergency.

But I need not go so far. You have
known some one who was considered a

mere butterfly in society. Her hand
had known no toil. Her eye had wept
no tear over misfortune. She moved
among obsequious admirers as careless
as an insect in a field of blossoming
buckwheat But in 18T6 financial
tempest struck the husband’s estate.

Before he had time to reef saH and
make things snug the ship capsized and
went down. Enemies cheered at the

misfortune and wondered what would

become of the butterfly. Good m*»

pitied and said she would die of •

broken heart. “She will not work,”
they say, “and she is too proud to beg."
But the prophecies have failed. Disas-

ter has transformed the shining slug-
gard into a practical worker. Happy
as a princess, though compeled
to hush her own child to sleep and

spread her own table and answer the

ringing of her own doer belt Her arm

had been muscled for the conflict

against misfortune, hunger and poverty
and want and all the other jackals Riz*

pah scares from the rock.

I saw one in a desolate home. Hex

merciless companion had pawned even

the children’s shoes for rum. From

honorable ancestry she had come down

to this. The cruse of oil was empty
and the last candle gone out Her
faded frock was patched with frag-
ments of antique silk that she bad
worn on the bright marriage day. Cott'
fident in God she had a strong heart, te

which her children ran when they trem-
bled at the staggering step and quailed
under a father’s curse. Though the

heavens were filled with fierce wings
and the thickets gnashed with rage,

Rizpah watched faithfully day after

day and year after year, and wolf and

cormorant by her God-strengthened
arm were hurled down the rock.

You pass day by day along streets
where there are heroines greater than
Joan of Arc. Upon that cellar floor

there are conflicts as fierce as Sedan,
and Heaven and hell mingle in the

fight. Lifted in that garret there are

tribunals where more fortitude is de-

manded than was exhibited by Lady
Jane Gray or Mary, Queen of Scotts.

Oh, despise not a mother’s loveL. If

heretofore you have been negligent of

isucb an one, and you have stillan op-

portunity for reparation, make haste.
If you could only just look in for an

hour’s visit to iier you would rouse up
in the aged one a whole world of bliss-

ful memories. What if she does it

without talking much; she watched

you for many months when you knew*

not how to talkat alt What if she has

many ailments to tell about. During
fifteen years you ran to her with every
little scratch and bruise, and she doc-

tored your little finger as care-

fully as a surgeon would bind the worst

fracture. You say that she is child-

ish now; I wonder if she ever saw

you when you were childish. You have

no patience to walk with her on the

street, she moves so slowly. I wonder

if she remembers the time when you
were glad enough to go slowly. You

complain at the expense of providing
for her now. I wonder what your finan-

cial income was from one to ten years
of age. Do not begrudge what you do

for the old folks. 1 care not how much

you did for them, they have done more

for you.
But from this weird text of the morn-

ing comes rushing in upon my soul a

thought that overpowers me. This

watching by Rizpah was an after-death

watching. I wonder if now there is an

after-death watching. I think there is.

There are Rizpahs who have passed
death, and jvhoare stillwatching. They
look down frpm their supernal and glo-
rified state upon us, and is not that an

after-death watching? Ican not believe

that those who before their death were

interested in us have since their
death become indifferent as to what

happens to us. Not one hour of the six

months during which Rizpah watched,
seated upon the rocks, was she more

alert or diligent, or armed for us, than

our mother, if glorified, is alert and

diligent and armed for us. It is not
now Rizpah upon a rock, but Rizpah
upon a throne. How long has your
mother been dead? Do you think she*”

has been dead long enough to forget
you? Mymother has been dead twenty-
line years. I believe she knows more

about me now than she did when I stood

in her presence, and I am no Spirit-
ualist either. The Bible says: “Are

they not all ministering spirits sent

forth to minister to them that shall be
heirs to salvation.” Youngman! Bet-

ter look out what you do and where

you go, for your gloried mother is look-

ing at you. You sometimes say to

yourself: “What would mother say if

she knew this?” She does know. You

might cheat her once, but you can not

cheat her now. Does it embarrass us

to think she knows all about uS? If

she had put up much when she

wks here, surely she will not be the

less patient or excusatory now.

Oh, this tremendous thought of my

text, this after-death watching! What
an uplifting consideration. And what
a comforting thought Young mother,
you who have just lost your babe,
and who feels the need of a nearer

solace than that which comes from or-

dinary sympathy, your mother knows
all about it You can not run in

and talk it all over with her as you
would if she were still a terrestrial

resident, *but' it will comfort you

some, I '’think, yea, it will com-

fort you a good deal, tc

know that she understands it all
You see that the velocities of the heaw

enly conditions are so great that it

would not take her a half second to
come to your bereft heart. Oh, these
mothers inHeaven!» They can do more

for us now than before they went

away. The bridge between this world

and the next is not broken down.

They approach the bridge from

both ways, departing spirits,
and coming spirits, disimpris-
oned spirits, and sympathizing
spirits. And so let us walk m to be

worthy of the supernal companion ships,
and if to any of us life on earth is a

hard grind, let us understand that if
we watch faithfully and trust fully our

blessed Lord, there will be a corre-

sponding reward in the Land of Peace,
and that Rizpah who once wept on a

rock now reigns on a throne.

—When a man loses his positive con-

viction of the existence of God, his be-
lief in the immortality of the soul can

not survive, nor can he hold on to hi*

conception of the absoluteness of moral-

ity. There can be no absolute morali-

ty without a Gos and a soul


