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MISSISSINIWAY TREATY.

Camp near the mouth of the Mississineway,
on the Wabash, October 23, 1826.

Sin:—Accompanying this, we have the
honor to trarsmit 10 you the treaty which
we concluded with the Pottawatamies on
the 16th inst. and that which was conclu-
ded with the Miamies on this day.

These treaties have been the result ofa
long and tedious negociation, in which ev-
ery exertion was used to procure a cession
on the most reasonable terms for the Uni-
ted States, and we are coulident in the o-
pinion that the object could not be obtain-
ed without assenting to the stipulations
which are (ound in the instruments.

It is difticalt to ascertain the precise
boundary cf lndian claims. The lines of
demarcation between the different tribes
are not distinctly established, ard in fact,
their title rests more on possession than
prescription. The tribes are frequently
interming'ed, and each has sometimes a
common interest in the same district of
country. Northofthe Wabash, the Mi-
amies and Pottawatamies are in this con-
dition. At the treaty of in

the right of the former tribe
to the country on the Wabash and its trib-
utaries was recognized, but time and sub-
s quent circumstances have materially af-
fected this arrangement. At the treaty of
St Marvs, in 1818, it was considered im-
por.aut to procure a cession from the Pot-
awatomies of the country south of the Wa-
bash, and the entire cession from the Ver
million to the Tippecance was made by
that tribe. And it scemed to be general-
Iy admitted by both of these tribes, that

there was a common and undefined inter- |

est in the country north of the Wabash, --
These circumstances rendered it proper to
treat with the Miamies and Pottawata-
mies for the whole tract to be purchased,
in order as well to do justice by them, as
to prevent a resort to hostilitics, the usual
arbiter ol lndian dispates.

In treating however with the Pottawat-
amies, we are seusible that their title o
the most valuable section of the country
was not as valid as that of the Miamies.
Aud therefore, the conzidesation paid to
them is much less than that paid te the o-
thers. The annuily is comparatively
small and limited, and the sum appropria-
ted for the puipose ofeducation is deter-
minable at the pleasure of Congrese. The
amount of the other stipulations for black-

emiths, &c. is inconsiderable, and the ob- |

jects themselves are such as are importaut
to the Indians, and canuot be inditferent
to the Government.

Goods have been distributed to them,
as will appear by the fourth article of the
treaty, to the amount of thirty thousand
five hundred and forty-ceven dcllars seven-
ty-one cents, and an additional quantity of
nine hundred dollars bave been promised
them. Without this provision no treaty
could have been formed. The Indians al-
waysarrve at our treaty grounds poor
and naked. They expect to recrive some
vart of the consideration at the moment of
signirg the tieaty. This expectation in
fact, furnishes the only motive for their at-

tendance, and much the most powerful |

motive for their assent to the measures
proposed to them. A reduction in the an-
nuity ie effected by these paymeuts, much
greater in value than the amount distribu-
ted. The sum uppropriated for these
treaties, fifteen thousand dollirs, was cer-
tainly intended to defray the necesasary ex-
penses attending the convocation of the
Indians, and the general business of the
negociation. It could not have been ¢x
preted that any part of the consideration

given for the land, shiould be met from |

this fund. It was barely sufficient, with
the most rigid economy o pay the actual
claims for gervices and supplies, essential
to the subsistence of the multitude ussem-

ied here, to the preservation of the ne-
cessary police, and to the successful result
which we have uitimately atiained.

Urder these circumstances, no rescurce |

was ir ft us, but to purchase goods upon the
credit of the negociation, providing for
their payment by the United States, if the
lrt'af)':ll(stlld be ratibed, and h)‘ the ln-
diavs, if the ratification should be with-
bheld.
these purchases have heen prepared, and
contivgent denfts have been drawn on the
dt‘par'mmrt. p:i_\nl-!n- aflter an ilpprupria-
tion shall be made for that purpose. A
schedule of these diafte. duted the 18th
st accompanies this letters. To them
are antexed the invoices, which will fully
explain the nature of the su-plies which
Liave been turnished.

Provision has been made for the pay-
ment of certain chims seninst the Pota-
natamics amounting to the sum of 89 573.

These clainis have been agreed to at

1! to be relieved from the pressure of these

Proper invoices and certificates of |

claimants are exclusively Indian traders,

whose property and services have been
Hmttewd through the whole Indian couc-
try. Considerable deductions have been
made from all of them, and the Potawata-
mies are anxious for their payment, as well

debte, as to procure such credits hereafier
as their necessilies may require.

Lands have been granted to varieus in-
dividuals, as will appear by the subjoined |

the particular request of the {ribe, and the || j

.. ¢ interest with the Pollawatumics to
n‘:l:tx::mive district of country, and altho’
a just regard to public opinion, as -
to the situation of the Indiang, will pro af
bly prevent them from taking possession o

any part of it, without the formal consent

of the Potawatamies, still 01> estinguish-

negociate with more efliciency, when the
proper time arrives for the purchase of the
Potawatamie country, or for the establisb-
ment of another boundary between them

gchedule, which exhibits the extent and
'situation of these tracts. Almost all these |
' persons are of Indian descent, and the few i
'who are not so are connected with them
by early association, by trade, or by olher'
' circomstances, Aud ali these grants have
| been inserted at the particular request of
 the Indians, and most of the grantees have

jtion. lnorder to guard any imputations,
' we have inserted a provision that any of
' these names may be expunged from the
‘treaty.  But we trust that it will not be
found necessary for the Senate to exer
‘cise this power.

ard the United States. ‘The extent of this
Miami claim we do not know, and it must
be left to the government hereafter to as-
certain it, when such a measure becomes
pecessary. The Miamies are also betler
organized in their government than the
Potawatamies, and their reduced nufnb-ers
enable them to act with more unanimity.

materially aided us during the negocia- | The preceding avnuities due to them were

considerable, and they were aware.thut
the poseession of the country WAas !nghly
important to us. Under these circum-
starces, it was necessary lo give them
much more for the relinquishment they

Confident expectations || made, than was given fo the Potawata-

| are indulged by the Indians and the per || mies. And, without troubling you with

| sons interested, that these graots will be

| the details of a scmi-barbarous negocia-

'confirmed, and they in fact coustitute au || tion, which occupied us many days, itis e-

' cession.
| It was impossible to procure the assent
'of the Pottawatamies or Miamies to a re-
‘moval west of the Mississippi. They are
not yet prepared for this important change
| in their situation. Time, the destruction
l'l of game, and the approximation of our set-
' tlements are vecessary before this meas-
! ure can be successfully proposed (o them.
. It was urged as far as prudence permitted.
and in fact until it became apparent that

|integral part of the consideration for the | nough to say, that the treaty exbibits the

most advantageous arrangement which
| could be made.—

The anuuitics dae from former trealics
to the Miamies amount to 18,400 dullars.

en by this treaty will be 6,600 dollars —
But we have procured the insertion ol a
provision, applicable to preceding annui
tics, as well as to this, by which their du-
ration will depend on the existence of the
tribe. ‘The Miamies are greatly reduced

' 1ect we had in view.
ant that the [adiaus should be separated
in bands, by the intervention of vur setile-

L ments,

' lested through the country, we may in

further pereuasion would defeat every ob- |

—————

As long as they can roam unmo- || {ribe mieht remain,

in numbers, and like all the tribes in this

It was then import- | quarter, they are in a rapid state of de-
A perpetual annuity would be

clension.
pavable as long as an individual of the
But by the present
arrangement this beavy debt will cease

vain expect either to geclaim them from || when they become incorporated with some

the savage life they lead, or to induce thomn
to sevk a residence where their habits & .d
‘pursuifs will be less injuricus to us.  We
could not purchase any particular district

L

| more po“'vrl'ul and kindred tribe, and this
'eveut canuot be very sremote. The ap-
| propriation for the support of their poor,
and for the education of their youth, being

near the centre of the Pottawatumie cocun- 1l lidiited like that to the Potawatamies, we
| try, but that tribe freely consented to give | 4y not counsider as presenting any difficulty

|| us land for the road described in the trea- | iy the way of the ratification of the treaty.

ii ty, and for the settlement along it. Such

| @ road may at all times be usefal to them || pavable in 1827; and of 5.000 dollars, pay

in travelling, and it will readily furnish
| - .

' them with & market for their game, and
the means of procuring their accustomed
" supplirs. But what 1s much more import-
| anttous, it will sever their possessions,
| and lead them at no distant day to place
their dependence upon agricultural pur-

suils, or to abandun the country.

ry or political view, it is vo p.rt ofeur du
1y to explain. Sach a provision was made
for the construction of a road from the 1a

1

 uble in 1828, and the provision for the im-
| mediaie supply of goods, and for the deliv-
ery of the remainder in the course of the
next summes, aud the stipulations for buil
| ding houses znd furvishing various articles

With-

| the consideration for the cession.

28] i
. ue ¢ l"e_ € il out acceding to them, we should have con-
ventual importance of this commuuication || (juded no treaty.
' to the United States, either in a pecunia- |

The observations made
in the preceding part of this letter, respec-

{ ting the immediate purchase of goods, will

apply to the purchase made for the Mi.m-

R | : Lies.  This amounts to 31,040 dollars, 53
pids of the Miami to the western line of || conts, as exhibited in the ALCOMPANYiig

[' has not been frequent in ludian treaties. |) prepared und delivered to the parties in-

' we thought it proper that the Scnate

tevested.  The amount yet due, ard for

. : A
should be enabled to act upon this as well | which provision must be made, is 26,259
| as other matlers in the treaty, without af || 3 ll.rs 47 cents,

fecting the validity of the cession, and |
|| therefore a stipulation has been inserted.

! which will give that bedy the entire con- |

trol of the subject.

with the Miamies. The country which

they occupy is much more valuable than

. that occupied by the Pottawatamies.
|| 1tisimmediately upon the Wabash, and |
: commands the great aveoue of communi-
cation between the Ohio and the Lakes.
' Eel river, the northern boundary of the
| Potawatamie cession, is incorrectly repre-
scuted on the maps. In its general course
it is much further from the Wabash than
it appears to be upon them; and from the
best calculation we cat: make, the whole
cession is not less than two millions of a- |
'cres, and perhaps amounts to three ml
| lions. Tue tract upon Lake Michigan is
| essential to the interests of Indiana; for|
| without it, hier citizens can have no access
to that important outlet. The district em
" braced in the Miami cession, is probably
~qual in value to any other tract of simi-
| lar extent in the western country; and its|
| acquisition was highly important to the
i| state of Indiana, as it interrupts the con-
”linuity of her settlements, and prevents
 her {rom entering upon that system of iu
teraal improvements, to which she is invi-
ted hy nature, policy and interest.

The right conveyed by the Miamies is

Bat our principal difficulty has been ||

[ ——

A few reservations bave been made,
which require no particular explanation,
and lands have been granted to certain in
dividuals under similar ecircumstanees to
those already stated. Pecuniary clavms
have in like manner been liquidated and
allowed. The necessary schedules, ex-
hibiting a full view of these subjects, are
herein enclosed. It is only necessary to
add, in relation to them, that without con-
seuting tothis arrangement, all our effort-
would have been uscless.

We have also agreed, as the gccompan-
ying exhibit will shew, to purchase from a
number of individuals the tracts granted
to them by the treaty of St. Mary?’s. The
land amonnts to 6,720 acres, and $25,780
are to be paid for it. These are the prin-
cipal circumstances connected wiith this
negociation, and with the (reaties which
have resulted from it, that we deem it im-
portant Lo submit to you.
lost sight of the interest of the U. Stutes,
nor have we forgotten that we were treat-

ble remnant of the former owners of the

ny injuries (rom us, and who have mauny
claims upon our justice and humanity.—
We deem it no part of our duty to press
them to the ground. To procure their
country for the least possible price, we

as well as |

ment of the Miami claim will enable us to |

Comsequently, the permanent annuity giv-

| The temporary arnuity of 10,000 dollars, |

| to ithem, constitute an important portien of |

We Liuve vever!

ing with a poor miserable people, the fee-|

country: a people who have sostained ma- |

:,.mrsuil-‘;.: a system which we
few advecates.

| ae sumn appropriated for hair: -
'treaties,nnd which we 'lmv:m;?"_g%
has been placed in the hands of 5&?';‘.[".

trusy "h“ _

Forsyth, subagentin the lydj,, i-; L 4,

1' ment, and Hi‘]")iﬂlt‘(' h_\? us spe: “| ",

missary fos that purpose. . *hﬂﬁ'

been properly extend:d, ang . - fi

have been examined and “’PF"“W-}I'}M”‘

 He will inmediately transmi m‘_"'_m'_? %,

< to the the Treasuey for settl e

I Very roespectially, B

t We are, Siv.

i Your oy ey
LEWS L&\;

l JOUN TP

| Jox. Janes Banvous, el

i

i

1

Sceretary of War,

| LIBERIA.

[Extracts from pullic ligen

«“On the 15t of June, was .:0,..5_]_:,!"1_
agreement with Joe Harris, a0 2l I.ﬂ"
'head men of Grand Bassa, for Fuctgn X
m';ﬁ to be held in fee sinpley by the .‘-f'
ety forever.”  [Goods to the vijue o) -
'dollars were given for this isband.) o

“This island lies from : 107, 2
'miles from the bar of, and witluy St Jutyy
river, which belongs to the secan chas,
magnitode of the rivers of west A
'is 6 miles long, 3-4 of a mile Wide; g
| Tevel; of the mo#t productive s |, th
; w orld; forming the kev of un in.mm.ea,;‘-.
invaluable country, and ecmmanding e
trade ofa vich and boundless inge,
1ts soil will easily subsist 1000 funyje.
it has excellent water, and Building me
‘rials in abandance—Llias \wa o Uit
small native hamlets, Lut thic peaple 1,
‘everbeen amonyg the most {riendly 4,
rpeacc:lble of all our ncighbum, Pl
sion is given ummediately, and e fig
‘pavment toa small amount his bees g,
- Vessels of 76 to 10 o5, may ey
the St. Jobn's, in a calm tiwwe, and e
i the practice of doing so. [t is Propos iy
‘place thirty to Bty familics there, vy,
| bext arrival from the Usited States, 7y
'small schooners building  will enuble
‘colonists on the main (o communieate v,
| the island every wecek, or oftener, ij
| cessary, the distanee being foss tha g o
‘gle day’s sail from the Cape,
| Seventy five familics are now pliced o

the St Paul’s—all, or nearly all of why
‘have actvally removed there, have i
| improvements on their lands.  The whi
number of plantations actually assigeg
is 219, exclusive of lands held wud e
pied by recaptured Africans,

Not an individual from North Carle
has suffered materially m health, i we
‘sequence of emigrating to this comn
| Most of them are buildisr bouses ad €
' tivating lands on the St. Punl’s,

. Improvements of every descriptin
going forward with activity, and onas
\ not before known to the culony.
| The lumber and stores introducel ¥
''the Agent for recaptured Afgicans b
| placed that department in a very fops
ble situation. The ('l"i.'.fll-rl part o &
'concern sulfers from the linited mears ?
~which its progress s uwusura-d—lim}r&
certainly, in comparizon lo ils exteis
| boundaries and rapidly accomulatiig~
| jects of expense and attention.”

| Hurricaye.—Oue of the must tent
dous, awiul and destructive hurrieaiesd
'which we have auy record, passed lhl""‘!l
| the country about 25 miles abeve Qi
| ry, North Carolita, in nearly an cutd
rection, on Friday evening, the 200¢
The currentof wind was only abest It
yards in width. o its course it swepl @
ry thing from the ground; such was 182
|sistless fury, that the sturdiest 04k
the heaviest rocks, were torn I0m?
earth, and blown off like feathers belor
| ordinary wind., ‘I'his is extravagat
| guage, we know, bat it 15 vo more €0
the reality will bear us out i Usili&
forest, where the hurricane passed #&'%
i'ellvd to the ground! presenting ‘
pearance of a meadow of Juxuricit £
| with asingle swath mowed 'h""“-'-h
(centre of it.  Whereveril passed a Pr ¥
i tion, it totally annihilated cvery ”.;m:‘l;
' course. We have not learned the ©
extent of the hurricane.

To give some idea of the trem=r
state, on (i

hers, 12

| foree of the wind, we can
| authority, that Jarge tin i
|| square, and 2Q or 30 feet lovy, Wﬂ":'
L ed two and three miles; seme of the ®

- .‘\" d
ing apparcl blown from Mr. J-‘-n'-r‘"

: . ‘dbrati - o e
| aleo more extensive than that conveyed by #““"’ allowed them a covsideration more | was foand loduzed 6 or 7 miles frem
' o

| the Poltowatamies. The latter have ce-
 ded their right to the country within spe-
cific bounds, To the largest, and much
| the most important of the three cessions
' made by them, the Miami clamm is the
'most valid. Bat the Miamies have alzo!
' ceded their whole right to the country
north of the Wabash, with the 0xcrptio:e

aluable than the cession they have made. ! s s and forks wepgblown two of b
The game is nearly exhausted, aud there!! m“’,fs :1d sc;mcaof them stock, fast il i
is little else which they derive fromit. In'| ot ti:a‘: distance Lok We could ™
doing this, we believe we were consulting | husdreds "of 0"'_“:', inslUNCes, secming
the views of our goverument, and the feel improbable as the above which #t® "
ings and opinious of sur country. We! cdpﬁ\t .' way that will 10t adut’
¢hall be happy to find that cur conduct is do b{ m‘a u '.yi', correctness, NV '
approved, and that the treaty has been rat im:oss?:l:touﬂtimalé- the loss M© s

a9 < A 1
iied.  Certain we are, that anothier or a hao *

‘of a few small reservations. The United

| States, by this cession, bave ucquired a|

v .-

: 3 tha
. . : : has suffe . it capnot be less B0
betterone will not be procured, without | dv"ur?.‘“d’ : [Vestern Carst=*
. _-*-{' e .} o 3 - 4 ‘a-"it . q — :‘
- o . LRSS = - - - - . <2 - -
™ ] - ';-l‘



