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FOR THE PUBLIC LEGER.

Mz. Eprror,—It would indeed be mat-
ter of serious regret,if the course pursued
and arcuments used by Mr. TesT, on the
bill creating a stock of five millions to be
obtained by our government by loan,should
want friends and advocates in the western
country. As I understand the Judge’s
speech, it is a clear, distinct argument,
strongly fortified by sound reason, and in
support of the construction which he gives
a certain article in our treaty with S!er!;
and his whole argument goes to sustain his
construction inthe clearest and most forci-
ble manner. The article reads in these
words: “The government may, after the
commissioners shall have admitted and al-
lowed the claims to an amount not exceed-
ing five millions of dellars, pay them im-
mediately at the Treasury, orin the crea-
tion of stock, at six per centum per annum,
pavable from the proceeds of sales from
the publie lands in the Territoriesceeded,
(Florida) or in such other manner as the
Congress of the U. S. may prescribe by
law.” Under this article, Mr. Test con-
tended that our government was only
bound to pay Spanish debts to the amount
of the proceeds of the sale of Florida lands,
which was ceded to us by Spain for that
express purpose, und if in the sequel it
should turnoutthat the Floridalands would
not produce a sum sufficient to pay the
debt of ive millions, that we, in that case,
did we adopt that method of payment, was
bound for the residue. Those are the
principles of construction for which Mr.
Test contended,and whether thev be cor-

that censtruction would have been the

sisted by 2n accommodating Editor are
straining every nerve to ensure hiselection,
I will submit a few facts to the considera-
tion of the public.

The sapient editor of the Western Em-

riam in his last No. has poured out the
| vials of his wrath on my first article, and 1
will, with your permission, correct his mis-
statements. ‘

Passing over a few contemptuous ex-
pressions, (the common cant of every elec-
tioneering tool,) I come directly to the
point. He asserts with all the confidence
of truth, that Judge Test, while opposing
the five million loan bill %was supporting
the best interests of the country, and sav-
ing to the government about three hun-
dred thousand dollars!! Such assertions
carry along with them their own refuta-
tion,and 1 call upon the Editor to give to
the public that proof that amounts “to ac-
tual demonstration.” His mere word will
not be taken, and unless he maintains his
assertion oracknowledges his error, he lies
under the imputation of a ****.

There is something so base and execra-
ble in the means which this man uses to
uphold a sinking cause, that it ought to ex-
cite the indignation of the honest yeoman-
ry of our country. He says: “Among
those who voted in the minority of the said
bill, are to be found the names of Henry
Clay, P. P. Barbour of Virginia,” &ec. !!
Did he really suppose the people were so
ignorant as to believe this statement? Or
is the truth ofso little consequence, that he
can overleap its barriers without compunec-
tion? The records of Congress are open
'to every man. Judge Test savs he sent

~ithem to vou, Mr. Editor, for those who

choose to inspect them; ard by them am

rect or incorrect, no man can doubt but || | furrished with the following list of those
i

most beneficial for our government; nor
will any man donbt for a moment, that if
the above article will bear the construc-
tion contended for by Mr. Test, that the
Eglic_v contended for by his speech, would

an annual saving to our government of
three hundred thonsand dollars, the inter-
est of the five millions guaranteed by our
government. Taking the whole speech
together, it is a clear developement of the
motives which led us to the acquisition of
the Floridas, and shews great labour on
the partof Mr. Testaand if he spent months
or weeks in its compesition | prize ham
the higher, it is a strong argument in his
favour, he wished to raise the prostrate |
character of Indiana, and convince the sis-
ter states that we were c'npahlo of con-
ceiving opinionsof our own, and sustain-
ing them by arguments worthy of republi-
cars.

A word more, Mr. Printer, and | have
done: a writer in vou paper, who signs
himself L. J. B. seems to deal in whole-
gale calumrv against Mr. Test on account
of the course he took on that bill, but has
made but ane specitic charge; which is,
that Mr. Test took up some time in the
House in delivering his sentiments on a
very mportant measure, involving the in-
terest of the general government. which
sentiments he says was wrong.and by way
of knock-down argument, tells us it was
wrong becavse a majority of Congress
thought so. By wav of answer, let me ask
L. J. B. ifthe Gac-law was right hecaunse
a majority of Congress thonght at its pas-
$Age It was S0, if the pncitiun assumed by
this writer he correet, the latter conclusion
follows as necessarily as the former. But
wh_v murmer if D!r.'Tt‘st was mistaken in
the consiruction of that treatv, neither him
nor his friends pretend to his infallibility—
he surely strove to make the best he could
outofa bad bargain, and let me ask if there
be any amongst us who wish to proscribe
our memhbers iy (TOI:{Ir(!pt to eternal SUF‘IIFP,
or make them avswer at the peril of their
reptations o vt wo ey wier:

o peak and point out the man fit
to fill that dangﬂr‘nus responsible situation.
For my part | thlqk that <pee@ does hon-
or to the state which Mr. Test represents,

A‘! to the r.‘h:lrge Or sht-_wing ino f;\res
on the Presidential question, it is an unna-
tural abortion of Mr, L. J. B. Mr. Test

who voted on that question:
From the National Jourmal Extra, of May 15, 1624,

YEAS, 117---Messr<. Abbot Alexanderof Va. Al-
hson Archer Bayhies P, P BARBOUR EBartlett
Bassett Blaar Breck Buchanan Buck Burleigh Bur-
ton Cady Cambreleng Campbell of 8, C. Carter
Cary Casserlly Cobb Collins Candict Cook Crafts
Craig Crowmnshield Cuolpeper Cusbman Cunthbert
Day Duriee Dwinell Dwicht Eaton Eddy Ed-
wardsol Penn. Edwardsof N. C. Farrelly Foot of
Con. Footof N. Y. Forward Frost Garnett Gat
ho Goven Hall Hanulton Harvey Havward Ho-
hart Hemplall Holcombe Houston Jenkins Kent
Kidder Kremer Lathrop Lawrence lee Lincoln
Litchiield Little Livermore Livineston Longiellow
Locke M'Kee M'Bim M Lane of Del. Markly Mar
undale Matson Mitchell of Perin, Mitchell of Md,
Morgan Neal Nelson Newton O'Brien Owen Fat- |

Rankin Roze Saunders Sharpe Sibley Alex. Smyth
Wm. South Spaight Spence A Stevenson, Swan
J. Stephenson Storrs Strong Tatnali Ten Eyck
Thompsan of Geo. Tracy Tuckerof Va, Tucker of
S. (O Vipton Webster Whinple Whittlesy Wil
hinmsof N. Y. Wilhaws of Va. Williums of N. C.
Wilson and Wood.

NAYS, 66.—Messrs, Adams Alexander of Ten
Allen of Mass., Allen of Ten. Barber of Can, J. S,

of O. Cocke Corner Elhs Goarrson Guazlay Hor- |
ris Havden Henry Herkimer Hooks Ingham bsacks |
Jlihh""!l "f "il, J. .r. Jul-.n-nn F. Sl Dece I:‘ ""1
wich Letecher Liong MPArthur M*'Coy M"Kean M- |
Lane of Ohio Mangcom M orvin :“:H]:uk Mertenlts
Moore of Ken. Moore of Ala, Pattersan of 0. Plum-
er of P("l‘ill. I'::nu‘ R:'Iln'.nl'.l Revnaolids Rn".‘ln!-
Ross Sandford Soott Sioan Stan' fer Sterhing Tal
inforro T.’!}]nl’ TESs Thomuvson of Kin. T"m‘:ﬂ»
son Tod Trwble Vance of O, Van Weeck Whit
man White Wickhffie Wilson of Ohio Woods and
Wrizht.

|‘|

Thus it appears that Mr. Clay did xot
| vote on the bill at all, avd that P. P. Barbour
!“f Virginia, one of the ablest members of
1(_'nnurrfss, voted in vavor of the billy and in
~orrosiTioN to Judge Test!

I had always been of the opinion that it
was an Editors duty to state fucts to the
public; and diffuse correct information a-
mong the great body of the people: but
iere 1s & man taking advantage of the op-
portunities his situation gives him to pro-

ogate error, and deceive the people.
Vhat should be said of a man who thus
betrays the trust reposed in him by a gen-
erous public; and who requites its kind-
ness by ingratitude?

Some do say that the Editor’s partiality
for Mr. Test is not a disinterested one. and
I am inclined to think it true. | fancy |
can see him approach his patron with the
grin sycophantic on his countenance, and
his paper in his hand, pointing to the arti-
clein question, and urging his loss of repu-
tation asa reason why he should receive

could not do so, his circular and newspaper
publication would stare him in the face,
ard neutralize his deception. In my opin-
jon, l.us course on that question is truly re-
publican: he will do what the pe'ople
would do themselves were they personally
present—who would act otherwise ?
' - G. R.
Wayne township, July 28,

e

_ FOR THE FUBLIC LEGER.
S Know, immortul truth shall meo k thy toil
In}n_morlill truth shall bid the shaft recog)- :
With rage retorted winy the deadly dart,
And empty all sts poison in thy heart,” —.Popg.
_ Mn. Eprron,—To be expert in plaster-
g over the misdeeds of another, requires
considerable experience; and he is but a
wretched dauber, who lays it on so thick
that it falls off of its own weight.  While
the advocates of Judge Test resort tomis-
reépresentation and detraction to bolster

the patronage of the general government.*
g:lt, W I am not mistaken the result of the
| nj:’:-‘.mss will twist his phiz to the grin hor-

Mr. Test's course with regard to the
P'C“d‘")cy is, I repeat ity a ve: suspicious
one.  While D. J. Caswell Esq. and Col.
Ray, ha‘j‘-‘ declared their sentiments with
fearless independence, Mr. Test is deter-
mined to keep his “in the dark.” For-
tunately, however for the people, he has
not been always thus discreet, L:'tters to
lli.ircrcnt gentlemen lhrnnghgut this dis-
trict, from him, give suflicient evidence
that he is in favor of Clay. Now I do not
censure the Judge for Lis preference, al-
though I prefer Adams; but | do averthat
his saying he has no choice on the subject
betrays a great want of candor, He plain-
ly evinces that he has no confidence in the

—

up his cause; while family connexions, as-

*Thas is said to be the guid Sacy e
tor expects for bis mic:r Pro quo which the ed

Biarbour Beecher Brent Brown Bucknor (O nn;‘l el |

terson of Penn. Plumer of N. H. Poinsett Reed i

pesple, and it remains te be seen whether
they will place confidence in him. .
The Editor of the Emporium, with ¢har-
acteristic trickery, denies what has never
been asserted: he says: * As to his [Test’s}
expressing himself in the western parts of
this county as particularly favorable to the
election of Henry Clay, we know to be
wholly without foundation.” - By revers-
ing the Editor’s other assertions they are
facts; and I'doubt not this may be true by
the same rule. I said that Mr. T"s. prin-
cipal supporter electioneered for him, on
the ground that he is favorable to Clay,and
that others electioneer for him on the
eround that he is favorable to the election
of Adams, and I still maintain its truth.
There are several minor points in the
editor’s production, that might be com-
mented on, but 1 have produced evidence

Upon the whole,l think his last paper is an
admirable comment on a paragraph in his
first, in which he says—*“we shall pursue
a course uninfluenced by sectional fecling,
and without beceming partizans of any
particualarset ofmen. HWewill in no case
bow doun and worship a political % Baal™ nor
shall either the smiles or frowns of the
great induce us to swerve (rom the path of
rectitude.” | would merely tell him to

“doff the lion’s hide
And hang a calf skin on Ais recreant limbs.”

I trust you will excuse me Sir for being
thus verbose; the election is near at hand,
and I cannot be an idle spectator when |
see an attempt made to impose upon the
people. I will therefore make a few re-
' marks to the people generally on Mr.
| Test’s speech.

Fellow-citizens—~The speech of Mr.
Test is the great hobby upon which his
| friends ride, and thev will have no reason
| to complain if I should try its strength for a
| few moments. 1 have heretofore said that
' Mr. Test did not understand the principles
| of the bill, and I will now endeavor to show
that he did not understand the treaty.

Itis fresh in the recollection of every
one of vou that the Floridas opened, to the
: enemies of our country during the late

war, a speedy intercourse with the Indians
~on our southern borders. OQur country was

invaded several times from that quarter, ||

‘and in order to.rid ourselves of them we
had to trample on the righits of a peutral
power; thereby bringing our government
Cinto frequent collision withit.  The mo-
ney spent in settling these differences, a-

. mounted to an HUMense sums: Illid to lll) a- ||

cway all those differences, governmer t de-
termined upon the purchase of Florida.
' For many years previous to this time,

| the Spanish cruisers had committed spoila-

tions on the property of eur citizens to an
amount estimated at ten millions of dollars.
These claims, were the subject of negoci-
ationy when govermmert made a proposi-
tion for the purchase of Florida. The UL
States agreed to pay to her own citizens

five millions of the debt due from ‘;pnin to

! ”H'l’“.

The fullowirg are the words of the
treaty: “the government of the U. States
shall pay toits own citizens, a sum not ex-
ceeding five millions of dollars, for spoila-

' tions committed upon our commerce, ar d

unlawful seizures made by Spain, of the
property of our citizens,” the payment to
be made immediately “at the Treasury, or
by the creation of stock, bearing an inter-
est of six per cent. per annum, poyable out
of the proceeds of the sales of the lands in Flor-
ida, or in such other manner as the Con-
gress of the United States may by law pre-
scribe.” DBy this it will be seen that go-
vernment were to pay either the one or
the other, the principal or the interest at
the Treasury; and the other out of the
money arising from the sales of the lands.

The object of every government is to
protect the subject in the enjoyment of his
rights; and it is its duty to seek that re-
dress which an individual can never ob-
tain, without its assistance. Men thus be-
come an association as it were, pledged to
the protection and support of each other.
It was therefore the duty of the govern-
ment of the United States to demand and
obtain from Spain, by arms or negociation,
a full satisfaction for all injuries done to its
citizens. "The Floridas were a desirable
object for the reasons heretofore mention-
ed; and government agreed to pay one
half of the debt due its citizens. It could
never have entered into the heads of the
treaty makers that it would be taken in a-
ny other way. They well knew the lands
would never sell for that much, and there-
fore, it was to be paid,inany way the go-
vernment chose. - By negociating for the
claimants, government became respounsi-
ble; and what man among you would be
willing to deprive a fellow-citizen of his
rigzhts?  Yet such is the constriiction con-
tended for by Mr. Test! Itisa principle,
which I trust in God will never be recog-
nized by my intelligent countrvmen.

“Be ye not dercivcd"--im;oslignte the
matter yourselves—Ilet it not be said that
you estimate aman’s abilities by the length

of his harangues.  Let not partiadity for

enough to show he is not entitled to credit. l

a man blind you to the supericr abily;
another. [ conjure you by our l'epuh]?[;
institutions, by our eivil liberty, 1, 3
thing you hold dear to investigate {h:" @
its of all, aud choose the one whom v, .
the most worthlyl'.

b ‘i Y o .

Youg,
JUNIUS BRUTY:

Cunton,_(ChiM,) SIP!. 17, ]823.
On the 10th inst. the treasurce g,
on the Governor,and informed hin, tha:l
was going to IJ:»er!'m"m the autumyy) .
rifice to the Namhoy God. %
On the 11th the Governor issued,op
paper, a proclamation, announcing y,
congratulations to be paidyand cereny,
'to be observed on the 13th inst, beiny 1
'Emperor’s birthday—a day sacred! 7 §
anniversary of one of "the ten thuu;;:
\years of his life!!! :
On that day, at four o’clack in the g
/ing all civil and military officers wer ,,
‘quired, in court dresses, to repair t,
‘hall dedicated to his Majesty, and ¢,
perform the prostration usual on sucl, .
(casions ; and to wear their court dresgs )
‘days before and 3 days after the birtl, |
‘but the 9th and 15th being anuivers,.
‘of the deaths of certain members of the
Imperial Famiiy, they are not to weury
‘garments of joy upon those days. H.'
ever to make up the full period of ¢y,
the court dresses are to be worn until ¢, 3
19th of September. |
On the 11th inst. the Govenor, Foo-ep. &
and ail the civil and military Officers
| the city of Canton, repaired to the Teyy,
‘of the Queen of Heaven, and perfuing
‘the autumnal sacrifice before the idol.
-~ Yen-lung, one of the commissioners of iy
tcustums in the north, bas reported to iy
Majesty adeficiency in the receiptsfor i)
‘current year of 118,090 taels. ‘The Ly
peror takes occasion to censure all iy
~commsioners, and orders the individual 5
'question to pay the deficiency out of the!
LOwWn property. |'
e
i A letter has been received by a gentl:
‘man in Staunton from his friend in Arka!
sas, cmntaining‘thc melancholy informatis|
‘of the death of Judge Josepn Stibexs
 native of this state, and a highly respecs ¥
ble man.  He fell in a duel with bis brj
ther Judee, on or about the 26th of May,
It is strange that ina Christian land;: 8
land that boasts of'its civilization and «
ence, this barbarous practice should gz
any conntenance:; and that men, dyic
cuished alike for their talents, probity,a
‘general philanthrophy, should ever des
1t pecessary thus to compromit their hor:
and jeopardize their existence,  Mosts
‘suredly there is something defective int
moral wnderstanding of the community, o
this point. M it were not the case, iy
should there not be some strong efis
‘made to prevent 1t?  Itis a growing .0
'and one that leudly calls for legislative =8
terposition all ever the country.  Virgis
ia,we are happy to say, has taken up s
subjecty and acted upon ity with a spint 4
'that at once evinced her horror and indi}
'nation at the practice.  She declares mur
'der, in this way, punishable with death~
She says no person who has been concer
Led directly, or indireetly, in a duel,
be eligible to any oflice of honor or pruit
(10 the commonwealth; and requires ov?
person, on being appointed to ofiice, &
‘take an oath that he never has been, &
| that he never will be, while in oflice, ctf
cerned, in any manner, in a duel! 1112
Congress of the U. States and the L
Cislatures of the different States, had adet
ed similar measures some years since, 5
'should not, in all probability, have now?
deplore the loss of a Hamilton,a Mason.3)
Decatar, and many, many other disti®
' guishied and useful citizens. But it isev?
| too late to do good; and Virginia can
doubt, abundantly satisfy them, in respe
to the happy effects of her system.
Staunton Spect:

State Dept.—-It appears by the lit
expose of the Treasury affairs, that the
has been paid over to Gen. Noble agent®
the United States Treasury, on the bond
of the state, about five hundred dollars.?
'depreciated paper more than was g
‘collected for taxes. It is hoped that ¢
Legislature will enquire into this, and i
honorably, and justly towards the L. =
and if that amount has been - propes
Cpaidy it is just and right that it should,*
paid back, whether the amount can b~
covered of the ‘late Treasurer or not—=y°

. . . e > ‘
' Such were the iustructions of the bt'fl-'*\

ry of the Treasury to Gen. Noble, and t
state could ask nomore, than that the ¢
preciated paper legally received in m;
should be paid on the bends. Althov:
more has been reccived, no blame €48 °
attached to Gen. Noble, as he had ©°
governed by the report made go him by ti
Treasurer.  If that report was erroice®?
he could not help it; and if erroncots”
would be magnanimousand honorable: '/
our Legislature to correct it,and pay b4

the money, in good funds, to the Cre
Statese— Corydon Guazette. :




